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BIG-TIME RADIO COSTS UP 





¥ 


Deanna Durbin's Desire to Further 


Hubby as Producer Cause of Walkout 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Universal's refusal to allow Deanna 
Durbin’s husband to produce the 
kind of pictures he desired has led 
to the singing star’s suspension by 
the studio. Layoff actually took 
place three weeks ago but came to 
the attention of the press only last 
week. U had been trying to keep it 
under cover, fearing the real story 
might damage its No. 1 property. 

Studio professed itself as unper- 
turbed by reports the femme wanted 
to join hubby Vauglan Paul at an- 
other studio. She has one year to go 
under her present pact, with a four- 
year option heid on her services after 
that. She gets no pay while sus- 
pended, cannot accept radio or other 
outside employment and her contract 
is automatically extended by a pe- 
riod equal to the suspension. Her 
earnings under the pact average 
around $4,500 a week. 

Official reason for removing Miss 
Durbin from the payroll was said by 
a studio spokesman to be the actress’ 
demands for working conditions not 
provided in her contract and refusal 
to report for conferences on her next 
picture. It was said that she asked 


(Continued on page 60) 





ASCAP “PEACE 


SLOWS DOWN 
TO A WALTZ 


Despite the blessing given ASCAP’s 


new licensing agreement in Chicago | 
last week by militant group of net- } 


work affiliates now known as Inde- 
pendent Broadcasters, Inc. (i.e., Ma- 
jor Market Group) the outlook fo! 


y 





Chinese Strain Jams 
Charteris With U. S. 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Leslie Charteris, author of “The 
Saint’ mystery stories, is waiting in 
Palm Springs. for the solution of his 
immigration difficulties. Writer’s 
true name is Leslie Charles Bowyer 
Lin. He is a British subject, born of 
an English mother and a Chinese 
father. The Oriental strain makes 
him ineligible for American citizen- 
ship. His daughter has an illness 
which too bars her from Americani- 
zation. 

Meanwhiie Charles Kramer, con- 
gressman from Los Angeles, is work- 
ing in Washington to prevent the 
family from being separated by the 
operation of immigration laws. 


Colored Cleve. Rowdies 
Heckle Bill Robinson; 
Lectures Em, Walks Off 








Cleveland, Oct. 21. 

gallery hecklers got under 
1 of Bill Robinson, upsetting 
tap-dancer so much at 
RKO Palace's second show last week 
that he couldn’t do his routine. He 
| walked offstage to stop an incipient 
| riot. 

| ‘Bojangles’ 


the ski 


the veteran 


| Noisy 


was heartsick over the 
| unexplainable affair, partly because 
the hoodlums taken out by cops 
were colored. What hurt him most, 
he said, was the fact that it was the 
first time in his life he was ever 
forced to take a walk. 

‘You should be ashamed to act that 
making a bad 
shouted 


way, 


white folks,’ Robinson in 





CIINTAY'S 1470, (Kyser’s $10,000-a-Night Guarantees: 
Mammoth Arenas Make It Possible 


TALENT BUDGET 


Stale Quizzes Replaced by 
More Costly Entertain- 
ments and Total Number 
of Network Shows Rises— 
Daytime Sponsors Spend- 
ing Around $145,000 for 
Programs, Mostly Serials 








24% HIGHER 





At the start of the broadcast sea- 
son of 1940-41 VARIETY estimates 
on program costs (talent, music, ar- 
rangements, royalties, etc.) as dis- 
tinct from time expenditures reveal 
that Sunday night on the three coast- 
to-coast webs, NBC, CBS and Mu- 
tual, represents a $137,000 ‘free 
show’ to the nation. This total out- 
lay for performances greatly exceeds 
that of any other night of the week. 

The talent costs for network en- 

(Continued on page 28) 


U.S. Gov't Makes Radio 





| through 


impression on | 
| 


Series of “You Can’t Do 
Business With Hitler’ 


Washington, Oct. 21. 


The United States Government 


Management is creating a weekly 
radio series on transcriptions based 


}on Douglas Miller’s book ‘You Can’t 


trying to rebuke the booers ¥ Ou | 
should be glad you are living In a 
country where you can laugh, enjoy | 


(Continued on } e 50) 


the return of ASCAP music to NBC | 


and Columbia was as dark yesterday 
(Tuesday) as it was several months 
ago. All evidences point to the prob- 


ability that the two networks will 
not close a deal with ASCAP unt 
they have received signatured ap- 
provals from every one of their 
affiliated stations, which is plenty 


loose as a condition. NBC and Co- 
lumbia are not taking any chance of 
losing out on the reimbursement to 
them of any fee obligations from 
their stations because of ASCAP pay- 
ment-at-the-source. 

Meanwhile an air of suspicion and 


(Continued on page 49) 





Lenore Stage Struck Now 


Lenore Lemmon, cafe society deb 
who gained added newsprint promi- 
nence when she eloped with Jakie 
Webb, Jr., recentty and is now suing 
for annulment, is being offered for 
personals, 

She is being represented by Scott 
Douglas. 


LEHMAN BROS. GROOM 
WILLKIE FOR WB SPOT 


Election of Wendell I 
a member of the Lehman Corp. di- 
rectorate at the annual meeting last 
| week is linked in the trade with re- 
|ecent purchase of considerable War- 
| ner Bros, common stock by Lehman 
| interests. Insiders claim that Leh- 
|man firm had a definite position in 
|mind for Willkie when electing him 
to the board of directors. 

Not known what position he might 
fill with Warner Bros., even if Leh- 
}man Corp: or interests representing 
| that group were to buy into the pic- 
|ture company on such a scale as to 
{take dominating control. However, 
;reports persist both in film circles 
‘and Wall Street that Willkie is 
headed for a berth with Warners. 
| Any such move doubtlessly would 
|be predicated on the possibility. of 

(Continued on page 20) 


the Office for Emergency | 





| traveling 
| yesterday (Tuesday) to all booking 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Do Business With Hitler.’ It will 
!run on 400 or more stations 

The Government wants more 
Yanks to savoy the way the Naz 
play rough in business as well 
politics and fighting. The neg 
peace idea still has a lot of 
pieces and it’s felt that this delusion | 
in favor of more 


Willkie as 





appeasement should 
get t} e ; l 


rooms 


CREDIT MUTUAL FOR 
THREE ASCAP HITS 


Three ASCAP publishers moved 
into the music sheet best-sellers list 
last week. It’s the first that 
have been-bunched that way in sev- 
eral months. 


needles in radio control 


son. 





} 
| 


The trio are ‘Elmer’s Tune’ (Rob- 
bins), ‘I Know Why’ (Feist) * and | 
‘Why Don’t We Do This More} 
Often?’ (Bregman-Voco-Conn). Be- 


cause of this situation some ASCAP 
pubs are inclined to revise their 
previous opinion of the Mutual Net- 
work as an effective source for ex- 
ploiting new tunes. 
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Big B.O. in N.Y. May Cue 
Autry to Head Own Rodeo 


The annual rodeo at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., is running 
away ahead of last year’s series of 
contests. It is claimed the gross is 
approximately 40% higher, but 
actual takings are being withheld by 
the Garden. Figured that the sight 
of bucking broncs and steers is be- 
coming an increasing novelty, but in 
show circles it is stated that Gene 
Autry, the singing Coast cowboy, is 
the real draw, along with his trained 
steeds. Reported that Autry is now 
considering heading his own rodeo 
next season. 

Last year’s bettered business indi- 
cated Autry’s popularity. 


Petrillo’s Deadline 
For Theatres Playing. 
Bands Set for Oct. 27 


James C. Petrillo, president of | 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, has set next Monday (Oct. 
27) as the deadline for theatres to 
sign the new Form B contract, mak- 
ing them liable for Social Security | 
taxes of individual musicians in 
bands. In a telegram sent} 











agents, Petrillo stated that no bands 
can open in theatres on or after | 

ca , : 
Oct. 27 unless the union’s contract | 


stipulations had been met. 
With the idea of preventing too| 
great a hardship on the picture 
houses, Petrillo’s telegram at the} 
Same time permits those bands al- | 
ready playing theatres on Oct. 27) 
to finish out their engagements, even 
if they run two or three weeks be- 
yond the deadline. This appears | 
(Continued on page 54) 


ceotated| JOE COOK MAY STAR 
IN RINGLING CIRCUS ‘ 


Joe Cook will probably be the 
stellar feature of the Ringling Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey Circus next sea- 
Comedian is being angied for | 
by John Ringling North and Cook is | 
said to favor the idea of joining up| 
with the big top. 

Cook recently returned from a 
trans-continental motor car trip, ob- 
ject of which was to look over all 
types of restaurants, Cook having 
long planned to establish a road 
house in New Jersey, Circus date 
is not expected to interfere with that 
idea being consummated. 

Although the Ringling outfit is still 





The one-night dates that Kay 
Kyser’s band will play during its 
short stay in the east are being 
gauged by Music Corp. of America, 
his bookers, to garner the maesiro a 
minimum gross of $10,000 a night. 
And that’s a minimum; actually a 
grosses averaging around $15,000 per 
night are expected. 

Kyser’s first date in the east is 
Oct. 26 at the 7,509-seat Arena, New 
Haven, Conn., where the band will 
do three performances of its ‘Kollege 
of Musical Knowledge’ instead of the 
usual two shows that the spot 
calls for. Next date is Oct. 31 at the 
Mosque, Richmond, Va., which seats 
about 5,000 people. There he’ll do 
both a concert and dance in suc- 
cession at separate admissions. 

Following day the outfit plays a 
concert and dance at the Armory, 
Baltimore, capacity $12,000. Here 
Kyser will give an afternoon concert 
for kids under 16 at 40c, a conces- 
sion to youngsters who otherwise 
might not be able to catch him at 
higher prices. Evening hop is scaled 
at $1.10. Nov. 2 Kyser plays at the 
County Center, White Plains, doing 
three shows. 

The idea of aiming at a $10,000 

(Continued on page 54) 


GRAD SEARS DUE 


TO BECOME 
UA PREZ 


United Artists’ new president will 
be Gradwell L. Sears, general sales 
manager for Warner Bros., it was 
reliably reported yesterday (Tues- 
lay) With Joseph Bernhard, who 
last week was the white hope of 
the UA owners to take the job, 
liminated by what the stockholders 
fe é excessive demands,’ choice 

ant back to Sears. 

What Sears’ terms will be are now 
being worked out. His present WB 
pact expires soon, but he wil] shift 


over to UA ahead of its expiration, 
as and when the deal is consume 
mated. It’s said that Carl Lesere 
man, longtime aide to Sears on sales 
matters, will go along with him. 
Sears was early considered for the 
UA stewardship, actually being sec- 
ond choice to Metro sales chief Wil- 
(Continued on page 61) 


What, No Dishes? 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
she’s a double fea- 





Just because 


| playing dates, plans for next year’s|ture fan and her husband isn’t was 
{circus are well advanced. Work on | sufficient ground: for a divorce for 
| re-dressing the show throughout will; the David Jamersons. 

;soon be started by the Brooks Cos- 


tume Co., which again has the con-| 
; tract to doll up the big top. 


j 


She wanted to stay for the second 
picture and he didn’t, so he socked 
her. 
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Lyon-Daniels Clipper to London: 


Dick Powell in N.Y. for Musical 





— 


By GEORGE FROST | 


From the 42-ton, 80-passenger 
‘swans’ run by Pan American Ajir- 
ways across the foul line of the 
Battle of the Atlantic, to Gracie 
Allen’s swan, flown higher and faster 
than ever an ugly duckling dreamed, 
New York’s LaGuardia Field pro- 
vided its usual panorama of head- 
lines and hurrahs these seven days 
past. 

The Clipper-trippers of the week 
found Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon 
at the head of the list on their way 
to London. In Churchill-town they 
will continue rootin’ for the We’'ll- 
get-Hitler societies through their 
British Broadcasting Co, program, 
etc. 

Tucked away in the Lyons’ lug- 
gage is a recording ready against 
the time when it will be played as 
an inspirational message. The rec- 
ord, which blends the voices of 38 
of the U. S. entertainment great, 
urges ‘Thumbs Up.’ Its creation 
was participated in by such as Fred 
Astaire, Myrna Loy, Cecil B. De- 
Mille, Shirley Temple, Charles 
Boyer and Hedy LaMarr. 

The couple, as they stepped aboard 
the Dixie Clipper commanded by 
Captain William A. Winston, a cast- 

(Continued on page 63) 


Maxine Sullivan 
In N. Y. Concert, 
To Swing Ballad 








aad 


—— 


Quip About Berle 


Tin Pan Alley wags, on hear- 
ing that Milton Berle had closed 
with Broadcast Music, Inc., for 
the publication of a song, used 
one of Berle’s own gags in 
voicing their opinion of the 
comic. Berle has for months in- 
quired whether BMI would 
bring back bustles, Mussolini, 
watchfobs, ete. The T.P.A. wags 
adapted this to the following 


query, ‘Will BMI bring back 
Milton Berle?’ 
Song involved is ‘Would It 


Make Any Difference to You?’, 
and two of its writers, Berle and 
Bert Pellish, are ASCAP mem- 
bers. Laird Cregar; film and 
stage actor collaborated on the 
words. 


FILM BIZ HOSTING 











Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Film industry entertains Chambers 
of Commerce from all parts of the 
country tomorrow (Wed.) at the 
Metro studio, with Louis B. Mayer 
hosting and Y. Frank Freeman rep- 
resenting the Producers Association. 
Idea is to give the National Associa- 
tion of Commercial Organizations 
Secretaries an idea of what goes on 
in picture studios. 

Greeting the visiting firemen will 
be Mayor Fletcher Bowron, Sheriff 
Eugene Biscailuz, Norman Chandler, 
, Dr. Frank Barham, Richard A. Car- 
| rington, Jr., E. Manchester Boddy, 
| Judge Harlan Palmer and John 
Dockweiler, district attorney of Los 
Angeles County. 





Maxine Sullivan will invade the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
with a session of old English ballads 
“jn swing, to tee off Coffee Concerts 


II on Nov. 5. Colored throater will | 


be accompanied by Sylvia Marlow 
on a hot harpsichord. Also in the 
show will be Benny Carter, former 
arranger for all the British Broad- 
easting Corp.’s swing programs. 
Series of six Wednesday 
stanzas at the Museum will 
(Continued on page 48) 


night 
be a 





Cornel!’s Bernstein Play 
Will Preem in Frisco 








Weismuller’s Double 
A Hero in Real Life 





St. Louis, Oct. 21. 
Private Henry C. (Hand) Akers, 
Miami, who, before becoming a 


draftee doubled for Johnny Weis- 
muller in the flickers, proved a real 
hero last week in the Big Piney river 
near the Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
training camp when he rescued an- 
other soldier who fell from a pon- 


] 





toon bridge into the icy water. 
|Hand was among a group who 
plunged into the river but his 


swimming -experience enabled him 
| to make the rescue. 
| The rescuee was Floyd A. Pilcher. 


C. OF C. DELEGATES 











Planning to wee some of her Doc- | Tahlequah, Okla., who coached the 
tor’s Dilemma’ cast, and also pick up! British Olympic swimming team be- 
other players in Los Angeles,| fore the 1936 games and accom- 
Katharine Cornell will world-pre- panied the American team to Berlin 
| the same year. Pilcher, aside from 
the shock of falling into the cold 
water, was none the worse from his 
experience. 


miere her new Henri Bernstein play, 
*Rose Burke,’ in San Francisco. 

Star is currently in Chicago with 
*‘Dilemma’ and jumps to the Coast for 


WB Films War Debs 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

‘Miss Willis Goes to War,’ a tale 
of American women in defense ac- 
tivities, goes on the Hal B, Wallis 
production slate at Warners with one 
of the year’s heaviest budgets. 

Assigned as defense workers are 
Ann Sheridan, Olivia de Havilland 
and Brenda Marshall, and negotia- 
tions are going on with Kay Francis 
to share the top femme rating. 


Television To 


Be Stalled For 
The Duration 








Television and its development 
will be permitted to simmer for the 
duration, according to _ reliable 
sources in the field, but with the 
end of the war sponsors of the new 
form of entertainment will launch 
it, from plans, on an ambitious 
scale, 

Just how television may hook up 
with the picture industry and _ its 
use in film theatres is expected to 
depend to a great extent on steps 

‘Continued on page 60) 


Mrs. Edith Rogers Dahl’s 
Oomph No Go With AGVA 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 

That oomph which melted General 
Franco’s heart didn’t make any im- 
pression on the American Guild of 
Variety Artists here. 

Mrs. Edith Rogers (Dahl), whose 
picture sent to the Spanish dictator 
was credited with saving Whitey 
Dahl, a captured aviator, from a fir- 
ing squad, couldn’t get into the good 
graces of the union here because 
she was charged with going through 
a picket line of a struck Hollywood 
cafe. 

Booked in for an appearance at the 
Grand Terrace for a week with her 
partner, Phil Kaye, she was forced 
to sit it out when AGVA threatened 
to yank the show in the new nitery 
here if she was permitted to go on. 

Finally, with the aid of Harry 
Richman and after thousands of 
wired words and heavy phone toll 
calls, AGVA sanctioned Miss Dahl's 
appearance here late in the week. 
Her turn consists of an account of 
how she saved ‘Whitey’ from a fir- 
ing squad plus playing the violin. 





r 





Ethel Merman Recupes 


Ethel Merman was forced out of 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th Street, N. Y., 
Friday (17), by intestinal influenza. 
She responded promptly to hos- 
pitalization over the weekend and 
appeared the musical Monday 
night. 

Betty Allen subbedgfor her. 


in 











other dates, following which she will 





reacy the French dramatist’s pro- 
duction and jump it back from S. F. 
to N. Y. 





Joan Fontaine-Selznick | 
Make Peace; Walks Back | 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. | 
Brief suspension of Joan Fontaine 
by David O. Selznick was ironed out 
yesterday (Monday) and the actress 
will report for work as scheduled 
fer the role of Prudence, opposite 
Tyrone Power, in “This Above All,’ 
at 20th Century-Fox. Eric Knight 
war yarn goes into production Nov 
3, with Anatole Litvak directing 
Actress’ earlier refusal to do the 
picture was understood to be 


; 
LWO- 


fold—her dislike of the Prudence 
role and a demand for more money 
on loanout deals. Selznick is re- 


ported to be collecting $100,000 on 
the 20th-Fox farm-out, while Miss 
Fontaine’s salary is $400 a week for 
40 weeks a year. Not known what, 
if any, financial adjustment was 
made to persuade her to accept the 
“This Above All’ assignment. 

For the actress’ work in the re- 
cent RKO picture, ‘Suspicion,’ her 
home studio received approximately 
$100.000 and was given screen credit 
for the loan ‘by courtesy of David O. 
Selznick.’ ‘This Above All’ is the third 
loanout film Miss Fontaine turned 


down. Others were the Frank Lloyd ‘Abbott and Costello 
production, “The Howards of Vir- 
ginia®’ and Universal’s remake of 


‘Back Stréet.’ Actress is also said to Universal Pictures 


be dissatisfied with her. publicity 





_—_- 


Under Personal Management of: 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


are terrific comedians.’ 


—Robert W. Dana, New York Herald Tribune. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
EDWARD SHERMAN 


—— 







THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


~~ SS 
rrr Teo? 





+++? 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Just purchased a lovely home in Beverly Hills. It’s the first time I ever 
owned and, in order to keep from getting lonely for the open road, I’ve 
planted 20 Burma Shave signs on my lawn. 

Always wanted a home with a sunken living room. 
we had this week I got my wish. 

There’s a very modernistic floor lamp in my den. You turn a button 
and get a dim light. Turn another button and get a brighter light. Turn 
a third button and the bulb turns into a candle and cuts down your elec- 
tric light bill. 

My boss, Darryl Zanuck, sent me something for the new house that I 
really needed—a mink doorknob. 

Kept wondering why the house had been built with a tilt to it—until 
I learned that it had been erected by a pinball player. 

Broadway Department 

Now that all bookers and agents must remove their couches from their 
offices, a good percentage of them are going to have it pretty tough— 
where are they going to sleep? 

Jay C. Fiippen wires that Orange Julius has become so high-toned he’s 
thinking of naming his drink ‘Orange Julian.’ 

Holly woodiana 

There are three types of girls you meet in Hollywood. No. 1 says ‘Can 
you get me in pictures?’ No. 2 says: ‘Can you get me in pictures?’ No, 3 
says: ‘Can you get me in pictures?’ 

Jack Oakie tells me about the former bigshot actor who is so down on 
his luck he now owes a restaurant $800—for coffee. 

Sid Grauman is running short of footprint space in the front of his 
Chinese theatre, so, from now on he is putting one toe in the cement. 

Phil Silvers tells about the producer who awoke in the middle of the 
night suffering from a horrible nightmare—he dreamt he had produced 
a good picture, 


After the rainstorm 


Music Department 

Do you think B. M. I, songs have increased the number of divorces? 

The fellows who wrote ‘I Don’t Want to Set the World on Fire’ are in 
bad with 2,000 pyromaniacs. They claim the song is having a bad effect 
on the members of their organization. 

Radio Department 

My sixth Ballantine Ale broadcast went over with a bang. 
who smuggled those concealed weapons in—and missed? 

There’s a new radio program going on the air that will feature divorced 
couples to be called, ‘The Battle of the Ex’s.’ 

Red Skelton sure is in a fix. He follows Bob Hope who follows Fibber 
McGee and Molly. Red doesn’t know if the people are laughing at his 
jokes, or whether they had just figured out the jokes on the preceding 
programs. 


I wonder 


There’s No Truth to the Rumer 

That Sidney Skolsky sleeps in a modernistic thimble....That a week 
went by without George Raft being suspended by his studio....That a 
quickie studio is making a picture about a pig and is calling it ‘Sergeant 
Pork’....That Orson Welles’ new beard comes in six delicious flavors.... 
That Leo Carrillo hates parades and just enters them to exercise his 
horses. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Con-Man: I wake up scheming . Debutante: Comes Out and Goes 
Nowhere . . . Film Cutter: Simon Legree with a scissor . . . Will Hays: 
Laundry man. . Henny Youngmen: From gags to switches. 

Observation Department 

They’re featuring something new in Hollywood—a celophane bed for 
spinsters. Now all they have to do is to look through it instead of under it, 

The new hats women are wearing today are really terrific. 1 sat behind 
a woman in a theatre wko had a better production on her head than the 
one I saw on the screen. 

The weather in Hollywood sure is marvelous. 
out the past few weeks only by appointment. 

Eavesdropped at Malibu Beach: ‘She never met a man she didn’t like— 
to take over.’ 

Eavesdropped at Lake Arrowhead: ‘She does such a terrific rhumba— 
she wears her dresses out at the hips.’ 

Eavesdropped at Palm Springs: ‘I’m 
front for you.’ 

My brother (the one who‘has a far-a-way look on my bankroll) has just 
invented ‘a rubber option that bounces right back when it’s dropped. 

Whatever Became of ? 


The sun has been coming 


breaking my back putting up a 





‘Powers Girl Will Be 
Filmed by Indie Team! PIX; STALLS WB CHORE 


Schlict’s Mannequins 
Ann Greenway 
Donavan & Lee 


rector blames it on the star: 
writer blames it on the fellow 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Screen rights to ‘Powers Girl,’ 
based on the career of John Powers, 
head of the femme model agency, 
were acquired by John W. Rogers, 
formerly with the Pine-Thomas unit, 
and Monty Shaff, recently with the 
‘Dr. Christian’ series. 
models will be filmed 
comedy in Technicolor. 

Picture is the first of three to be 
be made by the new unit. Nego- 
tiations are under way for a major 


Story and 


as a musical 


| release. 


Harry Cohn Rediscovers 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
would stick with ‘Separate Rooms 


returns to Hollywood and a 
contract with Columbia. Deal 


was in New York recently 


its Broadway run. 


he never 





| had forgotten all about them. 
‘Orchids’ and ‘Love’ were Col pix 


Lyle Talbot for Columbia 


Lyle Talbot said here last week he 


on the road until June 1, when he 
term 

re- 
sulted when Harry Cohn, Col prexy, 


Bruber’s Elephants 
Lee, Lee & Lee 
Harmon & Sands 


Afterpiece 
If a picture is a failure, the producer blames it on the director; 
the star 
he stole 


the di- 


blames it on the writer, and the 


the idea from. 


IBENNY’S FOUR OUTSIDE 





Hollywood, Oct. 21 
Jack Benny’s picture for Warners, 
‘Widow Wouldn’t Weep,’ been 
set back to next February because of 
story difficulties. 


has 


Comic also has pictures to make 
for Alexander Korda, 20th Cent 
Fox and Paramount. 


urve 





|Susan Hayward ‘Scouts’ 
N. O. Trumpeter for Par 


| New Orleans, Oct. 21. 
| Ray Foster, trumpeter with Chuck 
| Foster’s orchestra, playing in the 
Blue Room of the Hotel Roosevelt 
‘here, was signed to a Hollywood 
| contract: The ‘talent scout’ who dis- 
| covered him was Susan Hayward, 
Paramount starlet, who was here 
visiting friends, 

Foster, who is 29 and married, was 





and|signed up under the name of Ray 
caught ‘Rooms’ near the tag end of| Robbins. 


He took the name of Rob- 
, bins because Foster, the bandleader, 


According to Talbot, Cohn came} and his sister, Gloria, who also war- 
backstage to see him and told him) 


| bles with the crew, figured there 


realized he could play| were already sufficient Fosters in the 
comedy. ‘What about ‘No More Or-| aggregation. 

chids’ and ‘One Night of Love’?’ in- 
quired the actor. Cokn told him he| the trumpeter when he subbed as a 


Miss Hayward happened to hear 


singer and wowed the dinner crowd 
iat the hotel. 
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ARMY SHOWS STALLED AGAIN 





~ Old Burlesque Routines in Dispute 


+ 





Barney Gerard Demands Compensation From Abbott 
and Costello, Standard Brands, Etc. 





4 
> 





Claims that Abbott and Costello 
pilfered his material in two broad- 
caste in June have been filed by at- 

rneys for Barney Gerard it 

BC, Standard Brands and the J. 

alter Thompson agency. Gerard is 
a former burley and vaude writer 
and producer who has been more re- 
cently writing in Hollywood. 

Gerard lists two of his burley rou- 

ines which he alleges were used par- 
tony verbatim and partially para- 
phrased. John Grant, who writes the 
A&C radio material, was a one-time 
one of Gerard’s 


straight man in 
shows on the American  burley 
wheel, Gerard claims. 


From his ‘Follies of the Day’ revue 
labeled ‘Polly’s Going Up,’ presented 
in 1918, Gerard alleges A&C copped 
an entire airplane sequence, includ- 
ing the situation and some gags in 
toto. It was used in the broadcast of 
June 15. Two weeks before, Gerard 
states, the comedy pair used a bull- 
fight sequence which was almost 
identical with one in his 1920 ‘Follies 
of the Day,’ tagged ‘Political Revue.’ 

Alfred Beekman, of House, Gross- 
man, Vorhaus and Hemley, Gerard's 
counsel, filed notice of intention to 
sue unless satisfactory settlement is 
reached on the alleged unauthorized 
use of the material. Gerard has won 
a number of other suits and claims 
for plagiarism of material from the 
scores of shows and skits he authored 
and produced. 

William Morris agency is currently 
working with Gerard on the tons of 
material, planning to sort it and offer 
it for sale. 





Seek Novarro, Korjus 
For Mexican Version 


Of ‘The Great Waltz’ 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 


Production here of what he calls 
a Mexican version of ‘The Great 
Waltz’ being readied by Miguel 
Contreras Torres, producer-director, 
as soon he finishes ‘Simon Boli- 
var,’ film biography of the Venezue- 
lan patriot which he is making for 
Grovas y Cia. New picture is to 


1S 


as 


be titled ‘La Caballeria del Imperio’ 
(‘The Cavalry of the Empire’), story 
of the brief but bizarre empire 


Napoleon III set up in Mexico which 
ended with the death before a Mexi- 


can republican firing squad of its 
puppet head, the Austrian Archduke 
Maximilian, on June 19, 1867. 


is dickering for 
Ramon Navarro, Miliza Korjus, Pol- 
ish operatic singer who had the 


Contreras Torres 





JOHN MASEFIELD 


Gypsy’s Own G-String 





Gypsy Rose Lee’s first literary 
effort, ‘The G-String Murders’ 
(Simon & Schuster), has been 
getting a good sale and a better 
plug since publication two weeks 
ago, which naturally has aroused 
speculation on ‘who was her 


host?’ 

‘ The stripper actually wrote it YEAR OF BUCK-PASSING 
herself, a good part of the ‘im 

writing having been done be- 

tween undressing in ‘Streets of Just three weeks ago today 
Paris’ at the N. Y. World’s Fair (Wednesday) Eddie Dowling was 


last year. 


ON U.S. RADIO 
SERIAL 


John Masefield, poet laureate of 
England, will guest Nov. $3 sal 
‘Against. the Storm,’ reading selec-| 
tions from his works by short-wave 
from London, It will be the erst) 
a trans-ocean short-wave} 
broadcast has been made part of a 
daytime serial program. ‘Storm,’ 
authored by Sandra Michael, airs on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for Procter & 
Gamble. 

Appearance of Masefield on the 
program was arranged through Fred 
Bate, NBC representative in Lon- 
don. Actual details were set in a 
series of short-wave confabs between 
Masefield and Bate in London and} 
John Gibbs, Miss Michael’s husband | 
and producer of ‘Storm,’ and Comp- 
ton agency execs, in New York. Al- 
though Masefield has never heard | 








time 











Metro lead in ‘Waltz,’ and the ace 
Mexican players, Jorge 
Joaquin Pardave and Medea de No- 
vara, for the leads in ‘Caballeria.’ 


COAST SNOW STALLS 
OUTDOOR SHOOTING ‘ 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 


Rain and snow has slowed outdoor 
shooting Flakes falling in the 
mountains kept Warners’ ‘Wild Bill 


Hickok Rides’ indoors. 
Inclement weather was also given 
as the reason for the postponement 


of the regular meeting last night 
(Monday) of the Screen Actors 


Guild board. 


Helen ry Connell oll Okay 
After Coast Operation 


Helen O'Connell, vocalist with the 
Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, underwent 
an appendectomy operation last 
Thursday (16) at Hollywood Hos- 
pital, Hollywood. She’s okay. 

Her cutting is the second stymie 
to befall Dorsey’s band since it went 
to the coast to make a picture“ for 
Paramount. Leader was bedded for 
more than a week with an infected 
ear, delaying scenes that included 
him. Outfit is now playing the 
Palladium Ballroom, Holiywood. 





Negrete, | 








. 





GOIN TIEUP 
PROBLEM NOW 


Three Weeks Since Dowling 
Given Job of Getting 20-24 
Units Into Camps by Dec. 
1, But He Can’t Get Money 
to Start—USO Balking on 
Funds 





Saga of Peggy Conrad, Angel of B'way 
Walgreen s; Poor Lil Rich Chorus Girl 


+ 
vv 





Ageat’s Billing 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Hollywood agent gets top bill- 
ing in the Universal picture, 
‘Paris Calling, made under a 
package deal with the percenter. 
Credit line will read: ‘Universal 
presents a Charles K, Feldman 
Group production, directed by 
Edward L. Marin, produced by 
Benjamin Glaser.’ 

Star of the picture is Elisa- 
beth Bergner. 








named chairman of the entertain- 
ment division of the Citizens Com- 
mittee for the Army and Navy, 


charged with the task of getting 20 
or more shows into the Army camps 
of the nation by Dec. 1. 

A week later, Dowling and the tin- 
hats of the Citizens Committee and 
the USO (which is supposed to 
finance the CC) met with the brass- 
hats of the War Department on the 
entertainment project. A few days 
later, amidst a welter of publicity 
releases announcing that now ‘our 
boys’ were assured of the ‘cream of 
the entertainment crop,’ there was a 


(Continued on page 62) 


WORKING CRIX 
NOT TAXABLE 


Newspaper reporters and critics, 
when admitted free so that they may 
cover plays, films, sports events, etc., 
will not be liable for tax on admis- 
sions. That ruling, made last week 
in Washington, is similar to an in- 
terpretation of the tax regulations 
handed down by the Internal Reve- 
nue Department more than a dozen 























COHAN BETTER 
FOLLOWING 
OPERATION 


George M. Cohan entered the 
Flower-Fifth Avenue hospital, N. Y., 
Friday (17) and an emergency oper- 
ation was performed the following 
day by Dr. Migue! G. Elias, who has 
been the author-star’s physician for 





some time. Operation was explora- 
tory, diagnosis indicating an obstruc- 
| tion in the lower intestinal tract. 
| Although his condition was regarded 
as serious, the patient was visited 
Sunday by his daughter Mary and 
one or two others within the imme- 
diate family. Up to the time of go- 
ing to press, Cohan’s condition was 
regarded as satisfactory, but he will 
be under medical care for months. 
Cohan had attended to business 
matters with Capt. Dennis F. 
O’Brien, his attorney and intimate 
friend, earlier on Friday. During 
the evening he suffered intense pain 
(Continued on page 61) 




















By HERB GOLDEN 


Peggy Conrad may get a job this 
week as a chorus girl or specialty 
dancer in Georgie Hale’s new mu- 
sical, ‘Lady Comes Across.’ And if 
she does it will cost her exactly 
$250 for every week she works. 
That’s how much her mother hands 
the attractive 19-year-old heiress 
— week to stay away from show 

iz, 

But footlights and greasepaint are 
more attractive than a pocketful of 
coin to Miss Conrad and she'll grab 
the $50-a-week job from Hale if she 
qualifies. There will be sounds re- 
sembling the blitzing of Coventry in 
the family’s Northport, L. I, manse 
when Miss Conrad announces she has 
the job, but she’s. used to that. 

It started when the tall and buxom 
femme went on a vaude tour with’ 
the Albertina Rasch dancers four 
years ago and continued all dur- 
ing almost two years of New York 
and road engagements in ‘Stars in 
Your Eyes’ and ‘Yokel Boy.’ 

That all compared with the drop- 
ping of a mothball on London, how- 
ever, to the rumpus when Miss Con- 
rad in June, 1940, announced that 


(Continued on page 63) 


MATURE WINS RAISE 
FROM $450 TO $1,850 


Hollywood. Oct. 21. 

Victor Mature, loan-out leading 
man on Hal Roach’s payroll, was 
upped from $450 to $1,850 a week 
after a diplomatic gesture which 
might have caused discord in “The 
Song of the Islands.’ Mature was on 
lease to play the male role in that 
picture at 20th-Fox and demanded 
the adjustment between his original 
contract wages and his selling price 
to the Westwood studio, estimated at 
$3,000 a week. 

Actor was sustained in his conten- 
tion by his agent, Myron Selznick, 
who asserted that the actor had 


















































the program, his poems have been! years ago. New ruling, however, | he a 
read on it and his publishers, Walter) j, more inclusive and wider in Skeltons and Ho es proved his thespian ability in ‘Shang- 
(Continued on _ Page 55) je ~ defining radio announcers, : p | hai Gesture. 
— —_ shotographers, telegraphers and per- F di () G ———____-—— 
sada of similar vocations as tax-ex- eudin ver ag f 
y |empt when performing their special | W ° BR 
Lynn Cantor, Vel auder, | <2. | riter—Bang! Bang! | “AR ry 
() KXOK Dp Film Ruling was asked from Washing- : | 
Nl- oing I ton on behalf of managers because | Hollywood, Oct. 21. HI ade Mark Registered 
: . the law is specific about persons be- ||| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Gossip in Ozark Twang ing admitted on passes, requiring the Stealing eo = oe novelty among Published Weekly by VAREEee. Inc. 
a same tax as tickets for similar ac- | the home radioites but stealing a gag | || -— wd erman, » Pr resident oy 
5 ees | commodations. Pointed out, how- writer 1s something else again, even i— petit eos ey eee 
me Lows, Ges, of. lever, that if passes are used py | though it’s only alleged. Such an | || UBSCRIPTION | 
Lynn Castile, who under the name critics, reporters and others not solely | oddity came to pass last week when ||! An nal .. $10 Foreign,..... $11 
of Lynn Cantor was formerly a pe Si : ot |Bob Hope discovered that Jack Ralle COplGe: .o0des 0bdeas seat 5 Cents | 
, a for the purpose of reporting, the : % sel nthe alice, oR = ED aaisietce 
partner of Al Shean and a ‘Zieg- tax shall apply. | Douglas was hoking up neighbor Red | ee 120 ¥ ‘ | 
feld Follies’ girl, is making a show | Ruling andes ee by D. 8. Bliss,| Skelton’s show and immediately had | } Vol. 144 Ee. o | 
business comeback over KXOK, lo- | Renake S ternal Revenue Cenmais-! attorneys file for an _ injunction. ] shcaenenneennsenreatenestitemaneeametaatill == | 
cal NBC station. She does ‘Movie | ~©PU'Y * What’s more, Hope claims that Doug- | || INDEX 
\Fan No. 1’ program Fridays under | *!°?*: las took with him gags that have the | | Bill 56 
|Fanchon & Marco sponsorship. | aes eae indelible stamp of Hope on them.||| ~'* whe 
Series has been on the air eight | In court on Nov. 24 will be decided | |} CHANGE. 66 oe cccaebaeeacaees 61 
weeks. BERLIN’S 14 DITTIES, |whose program legally rates the||| Coin Machines..,........++:. 46 
i. ae an Ozarkian dialect, Miss services of Douglas. Saueietmere.. 3. <n 50 | 
talks about her rustic rela- TOPS FOR ANY TUNEPIC Hope complains that Douglas has REPO SS OG: Pee ; | 
tives and incidentally works in plugs been under exclusive contract to | Exploitation ......-+++e0ee. 15 | 
and picture personali- show since 1938 but last Sept. 30 } Filrn 300king Chart........ 22 1} 
i “She e's a native of De Soto Hollywood, Oct. 21 vised Hope that he was skipping over Film Review 8 |i 
| Missi SSipp! Irving Berlin sets a new record in | to Skelton’s without the formality of Football 63 i} 
‘Holiday Inn’ at Paramount with 14 | asking . release from the — iat age ie ] 
new songs, claimed as the highest | ment JIntil the issue is_ settlec teaesg (eed DO eS gach gas 
HERB’T MARSHALL AS M. C.! number of original ditties ever | Douglas between both shows sectree “ ene eo ame se Sway a” 
cleffed for a picture. Skelton meantime having dropped _ de : 2 eh a 
Old Gold Comic Job To Bert Wheeler Film, to be produced and directed | him fo1 fear of involvement. Doug- h sp “6 c na ' aa i} 
—Rises Off Show by Mark Sandrich, awaits the return | las’ defense is that he presumed he Cary érirenatetaag ce seees 4 
| trom South America of Bing Crosby, | was free to make the Skelton deal “ + Aes <i sssteews + 
wh¢ tars with Fred Astaire. |and was given Hope’s blessing. }}j S*MSIGE—-NAGIO ..-sssseeseens : 
Holly wood, Oct. 21. | ho co-stars w What the trade doesn’t quite savvy | || International pms 6 Sogacavee 18 
Old Gold show is undergoing a) lis why all the legal maneuvers over ||} Literati .........sscsseeeees 60 
shakeup and with its new format and | Paul Draper Larry Adler | one writer when between the two | Lemitimate «i oS See 57 
| principals si a the nation | over) / Ps shows there must be 15 to 20 knoking | NE.) Sod aes ae Hab oneal 48 
NBC's blue skein beginning Nov. 3} Set for Joint Concert themselves out every week at the ||| New Acts...........:ses00 54 
Tommy Riggs has been dropped and | , P P | Shrine of King Hoke. }}} Night Clubs. : Tre. 
Herbert Marshall moves in as emcee.| First booking of a new trend in bana oh es Sa | Night Club Pawhaete 55 
Chief comic will be Bert Wheeler, | classical music has ee es for the | Obituary fase 62 
aided and heckled by Hank Ladd.| 1941-42 season by Columbia Concerts. ‘ Tia Sale Zotce wie ie. 
| Merry Macs supply the vocal music, |Paul Draper, ballet-tapster, and | Ley ant to Be Guest aaa ha taketh Cte Soe eS se 
but no decision has been reached on | Larry Adler, harmonica player, will | Star ust 25 o. Symph. I] Radio 4 aie sao 28 
the band, although Victor Young | be booked in joint concert, playing eile waviness = 
may be retained. There will also be|and dancing only classical music. ‘St. Louis, Oct. 21. Heat 7 ane EPS 008.9 8 GOR SEM 
a weekly change of guests. Cal Kuhl| Typical programs for the two will| Oscar Levant . ‘slated to personal all hogey Lette ee neeeenes a 
produces for J. Walter Thompson. include music by the masters. with the St. Louis symph orch in a audevilie ........ senenaeeie Biot 
Cigaret show has been doing coast Fred Schang of the Metropolitan | special concert In the opera house of DAILY VARIETY 
duty since last April. New setup airs Music Bureau, Columbia Concerts | the Municipal Auditorium Nov. 4. (Published in Holiywood by 
from here for the east at 4 p.m., and | affiliate, will book. He's responsible This will be fLevant’s pianist de- aid a ear eee seeaines 
repeats at 8 p.m. for the signing of the artists. but here with the symph. VO gh, 











<b 


rete ty 





+ SEE ey 


Pet Penta 745 


Mes cig 


SAAMI 


ier 





PTY Ari Ser om ey are egies 


bs te in a: 


CTR 


See 





\ ) alleieineneieathca ate te ee 


« 
Sa pore 





ee 


5 
4 
f 
j 
i 
4, 


ee ene ee 











ened same | alee atleast ~~ 


% 


$day <A cee 





oe 


se ene malian ase 


Nesey 


eee Dood 


eras 


ee wna ee 


Nn! saad 


ach ie eit LN 











ema ee 





4 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 22, 191} 





HARRY WARNER DENIES BEING CLUBBY 
WITH BIOFF; U.S. T0 REST CASE THIS WEEK 


WB Prez Hints at Fear of Bodily Harm—Bioff nl 
‘The Boys’ From Chi Quoted—Metro, 20th, WB. 


Finale for U.S., Then Paramount’s execs 


Trial of William Bioff and George ; did not make up the vouchers, bu’ 
E. Browne, respectively the west| was given them by Carlisie. ite 
coast representative and president | said the film company had a safety 
of the International Alliance of The- | deposit box in the Manufacturers 
artical Stage Employees, for alleged | Trust Co. in which $30,000 to $50,060 
labor racketeering, ended its second | in cash was kept. Carlisle also kept 
week yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y. | $5,000 or so in cash on hand at the 
federa) court. | home office. 

Harry M. Warner, On re-direct examination Boris 
Warner Bros., on the stand was cross- | Kostelanetz, assistant to Correa, | 
examined by George Breslin, defense | brought out that Martin had a pri- 
attorney, in the morning session.| vate memo book in which he re- 
The film executive was queried on | corded the padded vouchers. The 
his relationships with Bioff. The de- | book was not offered in evidence, 
fense is trying to show a close and |S0 Martin Conboy, chief defense 
friendly understanding. counsel, objected to it. The book 


At the end of the entire day’s ses- 
sion, prosecuting U. S. Attorney) 
Mathias F. Correa opined that if the 
defense’s cross-examinations did not 
consume too much time, he might be 
able to rest the Government's. case 
after he finishes with Paramount 
officials he will call to the stand | 
today (Wed.). With the top WB 
execs, plus Metro and 20th-Fox offi- 
cials, that makes three of the four 
majors named in the original indict- 


president of | 


ment and offered. The defense, after 
examination, continued to object, so 
the Government withdrew it. Judge 
John C, Knox then demanded to see 
it, and over the objections of the de- 
fense counsel offered it in evidence 
on his own. Martin testified before 
he left the stand that he kept the 
book as protection for himself and 
Carlisle since they were receiving 
the money and he did not want any- 
one to believe he was keeping it for 


ment, otal ae te - his personal use. 
From the start o e sessions yes- E . 
terday (Tues.) morning, Warner Carlisie’s Testimony 


was queried if he had not asked Samue} Carlisle, controller of War- 


A - . ; ners for 15 years and iis assistant 
aay yg Bey gg gg sacs Ser treasurer now, was next. He told 
leader to purchase stock in the | how on May 15, 1936, Major Albert 


Hollywood Turf Club. The attemp.= Warner came to him and introduced 
to prove the relationship were not | 5 a ea Pe gy said he gmt 
too successful, as Warner denied all poe A aimee S-. pecoence ow 
. oP ote b. ; 
—e or failed to remember | \Zioff told me he wanted $15,000. 
ph gO ETN questioning by U. S. |I asked him if he'd take a check. 


prosecutor Mathias F. Correa, he was | He Said no. I told him we did not 
. sant have it ready and would have to 

asked how he regarded Bioff in| ; : 

1937-38. When a defense objection | VOT it up. He told me he had to 


was sustained, Correa told the court 





| , ; 4 ’ 
since the defense had gone into per- | to 3. labor convention ane had to 
“ae dish it out to labor leaders. 
sonal relations he felt he should . ; 
ceo Wen apis dhatten tis channel | Some time later Carlisle said he 
: ¥ | secured $10,000 either from a vault 


the phrasing of his question and | 


c , Sy Sst ‘e as vou | °F bY cashing a check (he did not 
call SF fay nenave ag you | remember which) and gave it to 
. , | Warner. 


‘Surface Friendship | 
Rather Than An Enemy’ 


Warner then replied, ‘I considered 
Mr. Bioff as a man that shook our 


He said that Warner told him that 
whenever anyone spent any money 


|}to the vouchers. He also told S. 
Charles Einfeld, head of publicity 


company down for $100,000. There- |}and exploitation; Gradwell Sears, 
fore I thought that in view of the rig bahay nee. HONE, S06 
power which he had, it would be a mith, then eastern sales. man 
50a sis ’ 
good policy to pursue a surface | 28¢! to put in expense slips when 
friendship, rather than make him an they could. Carlisle then described 





was then produced by the Govern- |! 


| have $15,000 because he was going | 


on conventions or exploitation to add | 





cross-examination of Carlisle today 
to be conducted by 


| (Wednesday) 
Conboy. 


_Bioff and ‘The Boys’ 


Who Sneer at ‘Peanuts’ 
Evidence that Bioff collected for 


|persons other than himself and | 
| Browne was the feature of Mon- 
' day’s (20) testimony when Major Al- 
| bert Warner, v.p. of Warner Bros., 
‘told that Bioff sneered at an offer of 
| $10, 000, saying it would be merely 
| ‘peanuts’ when he split it with ‘the 
| boys.’ The $10,000 was part payment 
on a $50,000 annual fee demanded by 


(Continued on page 25) 





WITH BROWNE 
OUSTED 


Seattle, Oct. 21. 


Annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor wound up 
its deliberations here Thursday (16), 
with the Executive Council. holding 
further huddles Friday (17). As a 
whole the convention produced no 
fireworks, with all members of the 
Executive Council unanimously re- 
elected except George E. Browne, 
| prexy of the IATSE, now under trial 
| for extortion; and policies, aims, etc., 
were not basically changed, 

Browne's name was not mentioned | 
during convention sessions, but when 
the election of the llth v.p. came 
'up, Thomas V. Green, IATSE dele- 
gate, unexpectedly put Browne's 
name in nomination. Roll-cali vote 
resulted in his decisive defeat, 37,- 
944 to 421, with Edward Fiore of the 
Hotel & Restaurant Employees the 
victor. 

Two 
ate sub-commiitee probe of the film 
| industry were referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


The Caquncil’s 








report on negotia- 


AFL ENDS CONV. 


resolutions hitting the sen- | 


Dean Bumped Off? 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Loop gossip has it that Nick 
Dean is dead. Dean, whose real 
name is (or was) Circella, is (or 
was) a relic of the Capone mob 
and said to be real power behind 
George Browne and Willie Bioff 
in the IATSE. Technically, he 
was Browne's bodyguard. 

Dean has been missing for sev- 
eral months, with a squad of FBI 
egents hunting for him. Whether 
they have passed out the rumor 
of his demise to take the heat off 
or whether the Chi mobster is 
really a dead turkey is the ques- 
tion. 


Stockholder’s Suit 
Vs. 20th-Fox Follows 














First of what may be a series of 
stockholder against major 
film companies, as an outgrowth of 
the payoffs to William Bioff and 
George E. Browne, the IATSE offi- 
cials, was filed Monday (20) in N. 
Y. supreme court by Helen Solomon, 


holder of 200 shares of common of 
20th Century-Fox against the com- 
pany, its officers and directors. Ac- 
tion seeks an accounting and refund 
by the directors of money paid to 
the labor leaders. 

It is reported that similar actions 
are being prepared against the bal- 
ance of the companies invelved by 
various stockholders. 

Action seeks monies which the de- 
fendant officers allegedly ‘im- 
properly, weongfully, and allegedly 
used to pay Browne and Bioff.’ The 
defendant officers are Joseph M. 
Schenck, H. Donald Campbell, John 
R. Dillon, Wilfred J. Eadie, Felix A. 
Jenkins, Sidney R. Kent, Donald O. 


actions 





| 





a Day’, 


tions for a national radio program | 


on NBC bi-weekly was coupled with | 
a plea for the establishment of pub- 
licity bureaus by central labor coun- 
cils in the larger cities so as to 
give greater dissemination of labor 


news; and asked that, if and when, | gating from 1892 to 1900, are Ida | 
the national radio program was |] upino, Brian Aherne, Edward Ever- 
aired, to give it wide publicity. lett Horton, Wendy Barrie, June 

The convention strongly okayed | Duprez, Wendell Hewlett and Isobel 
all-out aid to Great Britain and her | Elsom. Picture has two more se- 
allies, including Russia, but aiso rur- | quences to go and is slated for re- 
ther affirmed its opposition to Com- | lease about Christmas. 


munism, 


Radio and the pix were touched 


Bastings, William C. Michel, Wil- 
liam P. Phillips, Herman G. Place, 
Seton Porter, Sidney Towell, and 
20th-Fox. David Bernstein is at- 
torney for Miss Solomon.’ 


BRIT. u 8 CHARITIES 


PIC IN FOURTH PHASE 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Fourth sequence of 
the British-American chari- 


ties film, went 


the RKO-Pathe studio with Peter 
Godfrey and Rene Clair as co-di- | 


rectors and Sir Cedric Hardwicke as 


| producer. 


on only incidentally during the con- 
vention through mentions in the | 
speeches of various Officials, and 


praise and blame were about equally 
| divided. 





enemy’ | the means by which he raised the 
Correa then demanded, ‘Did you | ™0Mey for Warner, all of which had 
at thé time you knew Mr. Bioff talon previously been testified to by other 
any precautior s against bodily witnesses. 
harm?” Over defense objections.|. ©"! sle said that on March 1, 1937, 
Warner answered, ‘Yes. sir, I did ne visited by Bioff to get an 
When 2 -cebdced to sive hire £20000 envelope with money and saw Mar- 
and afier the Columbia strike [{de- ae there. ‘Bioft’s face flushed. He 
tailed below], I was fearful, and I tea ae 52 be 1 told him that 
went to Blaney Matthews, head of —e wae | See Soptacraes Pays 
Our studio police and I told him > ihn a us that © we didn't 
< tell, we didn’t have to worry since | 
I feared some trouble and that 1| pe wouldn't’ 
would like to get some protection Court adjourned at this point with 
He said he would assign two men 
to follow my car for a couple of 
weeks to see what would happen, 
which he did.’ 
At the conclusion of Warner's 
testimony, Thomas J. Martin, au- 
ditor of Warner Bros., under Sam- 
uel Carlisle. WB controller. took | 
the stend. He said that in May, 1936, | 
he received instructions from Car- 
lisle to secure some money. He got . 
$10,000 through vouchers and gave 
it to Carlisle, who in turn gave it Milwaukee, Oct. 21. 
to Warner. He met Bioff in Car-| Latest reason given for delay in 
lisle’s office and was introduced dating ‘Citizen Kane’ for first local 
He said that Carlisle tendered an | Showing is the William Bioff-George 
envelope which Bioff took but failed| E- Browne extortion trial in New 
to count, at which time he left the | York City. Idea is that the picture 
room. | industry is getting sufficient 


favorable publicity right on top of the 
Senatorial mud-slinging in Washing- 
ton, and that it would be the hejght 
of folly to invite possibly further at- 
tack from W. R. Hearst, particularly 
at this time. 


He then identified some 75 vouch- 
ers running from as little as $100 
to $19.827, out of which he collected 
$91,634 which was given Warner to 
give Bioff. An additional $8.300 was 
secured from theatre vouchers with 


which he was not familiar. The However, it is now considered 
vouchers in many cases were. en-| likely that ‘Citizen Kane’ will go into 
tirely false, the witness admitted, as|the Warner theatre eventually. 
some items were never used as ex-| Efforts were made to get this picture 
penses at all. Others, the larger| to reopen the Riverside this week 
ones, were considerably padded. Friday (24) in conjunction with 

Under cross-exanrination he ad-| Henry Busse and his band on the 


mitted that as many as 3,500 to 4,000 
vouchers pass through his office’s 
hams yearly. He has been with the} wanting to hold it back for their 
company 15 years. own firstrun house when the time 

At the start of the afterncon ses- | comes that they can play it without 
sion Monday (20), Martin testified ne precipitating trouble. While 


Stage, but failed of fruition, alleg- 
edly because Warners nixed the idea, 





un- | 


the | 


Bundles for Bioff Make Milwaukee 
Labor Conscious About Upping Wages 


| Riverside is supposedly an independ- 
ent house, its new lessees Stand 
ard-Riverside Corp., 
Siandard Theatres, Inc., which has 
certain booking arrangements with 
Warner Bros. 

Locally, the. Bioff-Browne mess is 
|having various repercussions, 


, the 


| picture business is so profitable that 
| bundles of dough can be dished ouf 
lavishly among the big shots, a few 
| more bundles might well be spiit up 
and divided among the small fry in 
the shape of increased wages. Public 
impression is that the coin they ieave 
ai the boxoffices in upped admissions 
merely adds up to increased take for 
the alleged racketeers and they’re 
going to be warier than ever about 
contributing. 

Exhibs cite the situation as another 
alibi for lack of heavy grosses when 
the current huge defense industry 
payrolls ordinarily should have busi- 
ness booming. 





are fathered by | 


' thea- | 
| trical unions getting the idea that if | 


Principals in the present sequence, | 


All Roads Lead To 
Another Pic for Him 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 


Victor Schertzinger, director of 


| 
| 
imaginary traffic on various roads to | 
: 
Zanzibar | 


and other tropical spots, | 
| resumes his old job in the new Bing | 
Crosby-Bob Hope picture, ‘Road to | 
Morocco.” 
Film story started out as ‘Road t« 
Moscow,” but Paramount heard about 
traffic jams in that sector and de- 
toured to Africa 








Sistrom’s Schaefer Meet 


Holl ywood, Oct. 21. 
William Sistrom is here for con- 
fabs with George J. Schaefer before | 
returning to England. 
He has been in London for the last 
year producing three pictures for | 
RKO. 





‘Boudoir’ Cycle 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Edward Small follows the ‘boudoir’ 
vogue of film making. He now has 
‘Twin Beds’ in production, and ‘Up 
in Mabel’s Room,’ which was an 
Al. H. Woods Broadway legit hit. 
Will co-star Hlona Massey and Louis 
Hayward. 

Small may do about three or four 
of this type of picture in the event 
he double-clicks. j 





Browne Bioff Payoffs. 


into production at | 
| Robert Rubin, 


OSCAR HANSON'S 
OPERATIONS 
ON HIS OWN 


Toronto, Oct. 21, 
Recent resignation of Oscar Hane 
son, long an associate of N % 
Nathanson in Canada, resulted from 
a desire on Hanson's part to get into 
business on his own. Another re- 
port is that Hanson was mainly 
fronting for the Hanson Theatres 
chain which was later to be passed 
on to Nathanson’s son, Paul, who is 
| currently president of Odeon. as- 

| sembled with his father’s money. 
Hanson has just received a Fed- 
eral charter for the establishment of 
Pioneer Films, Lid., an independent 





anadian exchange which will 
handle British films. Headquarters 
are at Toronto, with offices shortly 


to be opened. 

Also, Hanson has acquired an in- 
dependent theatre, the Palace in St. 
Catharines, Ont., in association with 
Douglas Fairley. Hansan continues 
to hold a stock interest in Empire- 


Universal exchange controlled by 
Nathanson; Esquire Films, which 
distributes English film, and Asso- 


ciated Theatres, a booking group. 


Hanson also retains his siock hold. 
ings in the jnintly-owned Nathanson- 
Hanson circuit of 25 houses of which 
he was general manager before re- 
signing. He insists his relations 
with Nathanson are entirely on a 
iow oe basis. 


THEATRICAL DIVISION 
BEHIND LaGUARDIA 


Theatrical division, including mo- 
| tion pictures and radio, for the re- 
| election of F. H. LaGuardia as mayor 
of New York, holds its gala luncheon 
| next Monday (27) in the Astor Hotel 
| grand ballroom. Louis Nizer, chair- 
| man of this division, will introduce 
the mayor. Triple dais has been are 
ranged for a large group of radio, 
theatre and film stars at the luncheon, 





John Golden is honorary chairman 


| of this division supporting LaGuardia 
‘Forever and | 


while vice-chairmen are Helen 
| Hayes, Major Edward Bowes. Walter 
| Vincent, Stanton Griffis. William G. 
Van Schmus is treasurer and J. 


secretary 


Today | Am a Star 


Hollywood, Oct. 21 

Joan Leslie draws star rating at 
Warners, following her bil role 
opposite Gary Cooper in ‘Se rg@ant 
York.’ 

Studio is cooking up a story to 
launch the actress in her new status 
as a Star. 


L. A. TO N.Y. 


Neil Agnew. 
Barney Balaban, 
Bess Bearman, 
Ear) Carroll. 
Harry Cohn. 
Betty Compson 
Larry Crosby. 
Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Al Donahue. 
Irene Dunne. 
Hal Forbes. 
Cynda Glenn. 


Leonard Goldenson. 
Rita Hayworth, 
Howard Herty. 
Emery Huse. 

Abe Lastfogel 
Fredric March. 
Elizabeth Patterson 


Dick Powell. 

Haila Stoddard. 
Rosalie Stuart. 
Walter Wanger. 
Monte Woolley. 


NY. to L.A. 


John Beal. 

John Brahm. 

Kay Carington. 

John Franchey. 

Lou Irwin. 

Alexander Korda 

Henry Koster. 

Tony Martin. 

Raymond Massey. 

H. Bart McHugh 

Walter Pidgeon. 

Arthur Schwartz. 

Arthur D. Howden Smith. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Stein. 
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Ed Small Shifts From N.Y. Guaranty 
Trust to Bank of America for B.R. 





Financing arrangement between 
Edward Small and the Guaranty 
Trust Co., N. Y, has been broken 
off. Small has transferred his pro- 
duction borrowi:.g to the Bank of 
America in Los Angeles. 

Deal with Guaranty had been in 
force since early this year. Bank 
had established a large revolving 
fund, said to amount to around a 
potential $5,000,000, on which the 
United Artists producer could draw. 

Parting with Guaranty was said 
by the bank to be wholly amicable. 
Distance between New York and 
Hollywood being what it is, there 
were frequent inconveniences that 
made it easier for Small to work 
through the Los Angeles bank. It 
was indicated that Bank of America, 
more familiar with film financing 
than the New York institution, was 
found to be a better working part- 
ner in that respect too. 

Small requires considerable bank 
backing because of the huge produc- 
tion schedule he has laid out for him- 
self. He has promised UA eight pic- 
tures this season and more next year, 
which means that a number of films 
must be in work at one time and 
large sums are tied up. 








Wanger’s ‘Squadron’ 
Via UA Regardless; 
Negotiating New Deal 


Walter Wanger will very likely 
release his next picture, ‘Eagle | 
Squadron, through Uniied Artists, 


despite his severance of connections 
with the company under his old deal 
last week, the producer disclosed in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday). 
Wanger revealed that he has been 
negotiating with UA on the subject 
and that arrangements may be com- 
pleted shortly. 

UA talks do not contemplate dis- 
tribution of any preduct beyond 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ Wanger said, as 
‘that is the only thing I am interested 
in.getting set at this time.’ Should 
the picture go to UA for hand 
company would probably have no 
financial interest in it other than its 
distribution percentage. 

Wanger was scheduled to fly to 
England on Saturday on ‘Squadron,’ 
but delayed his departure pending 
the working out of the UA distribu- 
tion arrangement. He still 
to go, he said, but isn’t sure when. 

Deal by which United Artists last 
week bought out Wanger’s 50% in- 
terest in Walter Wanger Productions, 
Inc. gave the producer around 
$250,000, he said. That represents 
the amount he invested in the unit 
at its formation, with UA said to 
have put in $1,500,000 for its 50% 
share, plus additional coin later. 

Wanger divested himself complete- 
ly of interest in the productions he 
made under the UA 
a favorable distribution 
‘Eagle’ may permit 
profit on his original investment. 
Producer's eastern office, headed by 
Harry Kosiner, will close Nov. 15, 
although all of its duties and some 
of its employes have already been 
taken over by UA. 

Dissolution of the Wanger-UA 
Partnership wa a mutual affair. 

roducer, it is understood, was dis- 
satisfied with the pressure he 
under from UA’s owners as result 
of the company’s financial interest 
in his unit. 

First Time in 22 Years 
_UA, on the other hand, was de- 
Sirous of obtaining control of the 
company to use it as the basis for 
financing other producers whom it 
would like to acquire, but who must 


ing, 


deal on 
him to show a 


have the coin provided for their 
Picture-making activities. Their 


work, under the banner of United 
Artists Productions, Inc—the name 
under which the Wanger unit will 
be continued—will mark the first 
time in its 22-year history that UA 
will appear in the role of producer. 


New setup will also allow UA to | 


hire’ producers to make pictures it 
(Continued on page 60) 


intends | 


banner, but | 


was | 


+ 





Whitewashing Reds 





Reflecting the changed publie 
opinion in this country towards 
Russia, Metro has added an ex- 
planatory foreword on the film 
‘Comrade X’ to make clear that 
any spoofing of Russians in the 
picture was entirely intended as 
good clean fun. Addition made 
because film is just getting to 
bulk of foreign accounts. 

Story in which Clark Gable and 
Hedy Lamarr have leading roles 
now has added title that states 
‘nothing in this story should be 
deemed derogatory to the brave 
Russian fighters.’ 


50% BRITISH 
COIN OFFER 
DISLIKED 


With the latest offer of British 
authorities on frozen U. S. distribu- 
tors revenue, reported to be tied up 
with a partial unfreezing of the $40,- 
000,000 now held in London, picture 
|company chief executives and legal 
lights were continuing to seek an 
Numerous 











amicable agreement. 
huddles of film company officials on 
followed by telephonic 
with their managing 
directors in London, are reported to 
have partly clarified the situation as 
American distribs are con- 


the quiet, 
conversations 


far as 
| cerned. 
While the latest plan advanced by 
Britain would give U. S. distribu- 
tors less coin in the 12-month pe- 
riod starting in November than the 
$12,900,000 permitted withdrawal in 
the present year, about 50% of the 
presently frozen money in England 
would be released to the film com- 
panies. Understood that the Brit- 
ish government is convinced this is 
all the coin which can be released 
to American distributors at present, 
belief being that the remainder is 
needed to pr¢ tect E 


nglish 
exchange. 


Attitude of several foreign man- | 
agers is that this new proposal is 
hardly fair to the U. S. film com- 
panie which have maintained aj, 


steady flow of 100°. product total to 
the British Isles despite the war. 
Some fail to see why the lIease-lend 


law does not apply to the picture 
|industry as much as other Ameri- 
ican lines of business operating in 
Britain They claim that automo- 
bile, airplane, produce and other 
firms get their money without any 
freezing, and that it lov 
to a questi - 
)] ¢ il¢ ¢ 
qualil unae t ] 
There ¢ e ¢ 
fear the |} edent 
nd le i € } 
th the promise e of 
mo tied eat n Brit 
becau e tne ize A ] tral la and 


other British Empire 
will follow this example. 


countries likely 


Endow Relief Cottages 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Latest endowment pledge for a 
cottage on the Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund’s Country House was signed by 
| Barbara Stanwyck and Robert Tay- 
lor, to be known as ‘Wiklor,’ a com- 
| bination of their names. 
Previous donors of cottages in- 
clude Otto Kruger and his daughter 
| Ottilie, John M. Stahl 
Jean 





| Arnolds, Hersholt and Osa 


|and the estates of Douglas Fairbanks 
jand Louise Closser Hale. 


dollar 


Massen, Billie Burke, Ralph Morgan | 


MeNEIL AND NAIFY 


—_— -— 


cuit of 70 Houses in Cali- 
fornia First Under Decree 
Selling—Metro Deals On 
with Indies in S. F. and 
Other Parts of Northern 
California 


—--—- 


BLAME ’41-42 TERMS 


That the distributors are deter- 
mined to get higher rentals on 1941- 
42 product and that buyers are 
equally adamant in their stand to 
hold prices down, is indicated by a 
complete rupture of relations be- 
tween Metro and the _ so-called 
MecNeil-Naify circuits in northern 
California and Nevada. It’s the first 
major break between a circuit and 
any distributor so far this season. 

Chains, virtually operated as one 
through hookups, are the Golden 
States circuit of 31 houses in the 
San Francisco territory, and the T. 
& D. Enterprises, operating 39 the- 
atres in other California towns and 
nearby Nevada. Circuit is one of 
the most powerful in the country 
among simon-pure independents, 
with resultant important buyer 
power in its territory. 

Following inability to get together 
on negotiations covering Metro’s 


(Continued on page 22) 


Bill Fox Given 
Year in Federal 


Pen: $3,000 Fine 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
William Fox, bankrupt ex-film 
magnate, was sentenced to a year 
and a day in Federal penitentiary 
| and fined $3,000 here today (Tues- 
Feder: 
S part in an 








day) by 


. 1. 
ior n 


| Government. Fox pleaded guilty 
| last May to the charges which in- 
| volved alleged bribery of Circuit 
Court Judge J. Warren Davis to get 
favorable decisions in the latter’s 


(Continued on page 24) 


THAR’S GOLD IN THEM 
THAR VAULTS AT WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Value f negative irrently in the 
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Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Captai 

the Clouds,’ ‘You're in the Army 
Now,’ ‘Kings Row’ and ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On.’ 


Jr. Considine to Cinema 
Glorify Sr. in ‘Seattle’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

| Incidents in the life of his father, 
| John W. Considine, will be incor- 
| porated in the Metro production of 
| ‘Seattle, by John Considine, Jr. 





Elder Considine was a showman in | 


the gold rush days around Alaska | 


j}and Seattle, of the Sullivan & Con- 


| with Alexander Pantages. 
Robert Taylor and Lana Turner 
have the leads in the picture, i 


LeRoy directs. 


whict 
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Viervyn 


,’ 


N IN BREAK 





Rupture Between Indie Cir- . 





| 


| 


l Judge Guy L. Bard | 
. ' 
alleged conspiracy | 


to obstruct justice and defraud the | 


} 
] 
| 
| 





and Edward |sidine theatre circuit and associated | 


|advertising display material scattered 





jthe Helen 
‘others for Young & Rubicam. He 


ori1¢ AWAY COM RKO Acquires 27, $1,500,000 Loan 


From Bankers Trust, N.Y.; $8,000,000 


Tied Up in Consent-Decree Prods. 





> 
vv 


Hip-Waver Drouth 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Film business is feeling a 
shortage of practically every- 
thing, including South Sea Island 
dancers. 20th-Fox needs 100 of 
them for ceremonial gyrations in 
‘Son of Fury’ but can find only 
eight of them in Hollywood. The 
other 92 will be varnished 
chorines, 

Reason for the shortage is that 
most of the Tahitian terpsichor- 
ists are trouping around the 
U.S.A. 


ANTI-SEMITIC 
VANDALISM TO 
WB THEATRE 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 

WB’s Belmar theatre in Homewood 
district was turned into shambles last 
week by an anti-Semitic vandal. Ap- 
parently the work of somebody who 
hid in the theatre after the last show, 
the hurricane-like havoc was dis- 
covered around 7 a.m. by the house 
porter, Luther Beasley. Act, inci- 


dentally, came just a few days after 
James A. Colescott, chief Kluxer of 

















Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., par- 
rent holding company of RKO-Radio, 
acquired $1,500,000 on Monday (20) 
on a straight loan from Bankers 
Trust Co., N. Y. Approval for the 
borrowing was given by the board 
of directors at a special meeting on 
Friday (17). 

Coin is for the use of the picture 
producing company. It was made 
necessary by the large inventory in 
films now being carried by RKO as 
result of the’consent decree. Com- 
pany is figured to have around $8,- 
000,000 tied up, with three blocks of 
five completed and returns only 
starting to come in from the first 
group. 

Problem of obtaining additional 
financing to float production at this 
period, when a flock of pictures are 
on the shelf, is understood causing 
other companies to see the banks, 
too, It doesn’t hit all studios alike, 
however, as some have larger work - 
ing capitals than RKO to take care 
of such a contingency, and others 
have larger backlogs from pictures 
in release. Condition at RKO is ex- 
pected to be improved as more films 
get playing time and the income 
piles up. Parent company’s Dela- 
ware charter permits it to borrow 
up to $3,000,000, but it isn’t figured 
the other $1,500,000 will be required. 

Bankers Trust loan is unsecured 
and unrestricted and runs for six 
months at 2%. It was the low rate 
of interest that caused the loan to 
be negotiated through the parent 
company instead of the coin being 
added to the $3,000,000 revolving 
fund set up by Bankers Trust for 





the KKK, had lambasted Hollywood | 
producers at a Klan organization 
meeting here and claimed that to 
the KKK belonged the credit for re- 
cent Senate film investigation. 

When Beasley reported for work, 


the picture company in July. De- 
spite the fact that that money is se- 
cured by a pledge of negatives, in- 
terest rate is constderably above 
2%. 
Difference in the interest rate ob- 





he found manager Lige Brien’s of- 
fice almost completely wrecked, with 
a telephone torn out, record files and 


on a floor in a foot-deep litter, a 
typewriter battered, bottles of show- | 
card paint overturned everywhere, | 
and the word ‘Jew’ painted in red, 
white and blue in a seore of con- 
spicuous places—on the walls, 
ing, window shades, picture frames 
electric clock, radio console and 
safe. On top of a case used for pro-| 
motion material was serawled: 

‘This was done by a true Ameri-| 
can.’ | 

Damage was general elsewhere in} 
the theatre. The screen was ripped | 


ceil- | 


i £ er ri ‘ , . r elached } : 4 
to tatters, with ‘Jew’ orudely slashed! o¢ tne 


in one of the crumpled pieces. The} 
lenses of two projectors were 
scratched and chipped; six ushers’ 


uniforms were cut to bits; sand urns} 
were emptied both onto the floor and | 


into toilet bowls. Inside lobby dis- 
plays .were destroyed. 
WB fficials estimated damage 
1 n t everal t ] 1 a 
Police a circuit he s here 
reed that the lettering of the ‘m«¢ 
es’ left in the manager’s office 
h carelessly and hastily done 
ppeared to be the work of a skilled 
-painter. After an investi 
ities, the debris was cleared 


new equipment rushed to the 
3elmar and the theatre opened fo1 
business the next afternoon as usual, | 
a little the worse for the wear but 
in fairly good working condition 
nevertheless. 

Several days later, police hadn't 
been able to come up with a single 
clue as to the ‘true American’s’ iden- 
tity, 





Samish Set at Par 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Adrian Samish, radio producer, 
has been put under contract as a di- 
rector at Paramount. 

He produced Screen Guild and 
Hayes programs 
checked in Monday and is awaiting 
his first assignment 


among 


tainable by the parent company and 
the picture company results from 
the fact that the former is without 


| indebtedness since it came out of its 


bath in 77b January a year ago. Par- 
ent company is charging the picture 
company no interest for use of the 
money. 


RKO’s Fluctuations 
In B. 0. About Parallels 


General Pix Business 


Fluctuations in grosses and profits 
*KO circuit during the past 


|six months give a pretty clear tip- 


off to what has happened in that 
period to theatre business generally 
throughout the country. B.0.8 


| started tumbling in April and con- 


tinued at subway levels until the 
end of July, when the RKO profit 


and loss statement showed peak red 


for the year. Turn came in August 
he result that p. and Ll. is now 
about even with last year and indi- 
cates a tidy black, 
At the end of July, report for 
RKO’s 96 houses revealed that total 


rosses for the 30 weeks of 1941 


were some $700,000 back of those for 
the same period the previous year. 
Profits were around $200,000 behind, 

Since Aug. 1, every week has been 
a better one for the circuit than the 
Same week last year and every week 
has been better than the previous 
one. Total grosses for the 42 weeks 
are only about $40,000 below the 
same 42 weeks of 1940 and profits 
stand about even, with a plus of 
around $100,000. 

April to August decline in grosses 
has never been adequately ex- 
;Plained. That was the time when 
|millions of defense workers were 
| being called to jobs and all sorts of 
|}reasoning was gone into for why 
|} they were not spending their income 
in theatres. Since August, however, 





the billions of defense have defi- 
nitely been trickling down into the 
\boxoffices of the land 
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Disney Back From So. America Full 
Of Gauchos, Sambas and Goodwill 


- 





-_ — 


That Hollywood should’ send 
writers to South America to soak up 
some of the story ideas with which 
the continent abounds was suggested 
by Walt Disney on his return from 
a three-month, south-of-the-border, 
goodwill jaunt Monday (20). Pen- 
and-ink manipulator declared he got 
a flock of ideas for his. cartoons in 
S. A., and he thinks there’s loads of 
materia] there which Hollywood stu- 
dios ought to grab up for live-ac- 
tioners, not only as part of the hem- 
ispheric solidarity aim, but as sock 
script content for U. S. consump- 
tion. 

‘Best idea I got down there,’ Dis- 
ney said, ‘was for a series of shorts 
featuring a little gaucho. I'll prob- 
ably make 12 reels and if they click 
we will continue with others. They'll 
be backgrounded with the fascinat- 
ing South American samba music, 
which impressed me more than any- 
thing else on the trip.’ 

Disney said he plans to import 
some Latins to provide the tunes and 
also to give Spanish—and Portuguese 
—dubbed voices to the characters for 
S. A. consumption. As a gag, he said, 
he hopes to make several shorts in 
the series in Spanish and put Eng- 
lish subtitles on them for exhibition 
in this market. Gaucho series will 
be in addition to the 18 cartoons a 
year he makes regularly for RKO 
release, Disney stated. 

Shorts First 

He declared he also got some ideas 
for features in Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile and the other countries he and 
his staff visited, but full-length pic- 
ture plans would have to wait on 
results of the shorts. 

Disney’s trip had the blessing of 
J-ck Whitney, chief of the film see- 
tion of the Rockefeller Inter-Ameri- 
can Good Will Committee. Car- 
toonist and his assistants lensed vir- 
tually every foot of it with color 
film in 16 mm. amateur cameras for 
the Whitneyites. Disney did much 
of this shooting himself and appears 
in a lot of it. 

Kenneth Macgowan, who handles 
the 16mm end of the Latin-Ameri- 
can goodwill setup, will edit the Dis- 
ney reels and ship them south. Tre- 
mendous reception given the Holly- 
wood cartoon specialist throughout 
the entire S.A. tour gives indication 
that the films of him in that locale 





Teacher Sues His Pupil 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 

Katherine Grayson, singing film 
actress, was sued for $10,000 in Su- 
perior Court by Walter Schumann, 
teacher and publisher of music, 
charging breach of contract. 

Plaintiff declares the girl and her 
parents signed a contract in 1939 
promising him 10% of her earnings 
when they reached $100 or more per 
week. When he discovered her, 
Schumann asserts, she was wholly 
inexperienced and owes much to his 
coaching. He demands $10,000 as 
10% of her prospective earnings. 








They're Wearin’ ’Em High 
In Hawaii; B. 0. Grosses, 
Not the Grass Dirndls 


Hollywood, Oct. 2i. 


Theatres on the Hawaiian Islands 
are having unprecedented prosperity. 
Picture houses fill up soon efter 
opening and capacity is the general 
rule thereafter both in the deluxers 
and the nabes. That’s the werd 
brought back to the mainland by Al 
Hixon, of Hilo Theatres, who Clip- 
pered in on a product checkup. 

Honolulu’s normal population of 
150,000 has soared to 235,000 due to 
defense activity. With only 28 the- 
atres to supply entertainment, the 
town hassgone picture-mad. Most 
Hollywood product is used, with Ma- 
nila’s seven studios turning out 
films in two Filipino dialects. 

Preference is for single-bills, with 
an oceasional dualer. Theatres have 








WB YEAR'S NET 
MAY EXCEED 
$5,000,000 


Despite the usual decline in reve- 
nues in the fourth quarter (covering 
June, July and August), Warner 
Bros.’ total profit for the year end- 
ing last Aug. 31 expected to ex- 
ceed $5,000,000. lompany reported 
net of $4,498,445 for the first 39 
weeks ended last May 31, but the 
usual year-end weiteoffs and dip in 
summer months is expected to hold 
down final quarter earnings. 

Warner statement is due about 


no stage shows and talent on view is 
only those with name bands playing 
the island. First-runs get 40c, with 
the tariff 5c lower in the subsequents. 
The U. S. Army has three houses in 
operation and they play product day- 
and-date with Honolulu theatres. 
Films are shown on the island about 
90 days after release on the main- 
land. Honolulu is pulling natives 
from other islands for defense jobs 
and the town is seething with activ- 
ity. 

Hixon will Clipper back after look- 
ing over the present crop of pictures. 


Mono Pays Off 
1106 Pathe Debt; 








Nov. 16, having to wait longer than 
usual to get agecountings from the 
foreign territory. 


ClO WAITING T0 





Clears Lab Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Liquidation of $110,000 
held by Pathe Laboratories was an- 





in notes 





MOVE IN ON IA 


Mollywood, Oct. 21. 
CIO leaders, hovering over 








should prove highly popular. 

Reception, in fact, was so terrific, 
Disney explained, that he had to 
cancel his plans to make the entire 
tour by air and take a boat to New 
York from Valparaiso, Chile. He 
needed the sea trip for the rest. 

Pleading little knowledge of what 
goes on at his studio as the result 
of his three-month absence, Disney 
nevertheless took time to deny re- 
ports that he intended to cease 
shorts production to concentrate on 
features or vice versa. In addition 
to ‘Bambi, which is now nearing 
completion, features in work include 
*Wind in the Willows’ and ‘Uncle 
Remus,’ the boss artist said 

He asserted that with the world 
market ‘cut in half,” he would con- 
sider himself lucky if his studio 
eould keep from going in the car- 
mine during the next four or five 
years. It was this loss in world 
revenue, he declared, that caused 
him and Samuel Goldwyn to give 
up their idea of collaborating on a 


cartoon-live action combination film | 


based on the life of Hans Christian 
Andersen. 





Coat-Hansers (Steel) 


Now Good for Free Pix 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 

It is almost getting to the point 
where they’ll be using pins for ad- 
Mission. 

The Lakewood here held a Coat- 
Hanger Matinee on Saturday (19) in 
which children under 12 were ad- 
mitted free on presentation of 22 
wire hangers. The only stipulation 
was that the coathangers, of which 
most households have an unwanted 
horde, be in good condition. Because 
ef the steel shortage, coathangers, 
consuming plenty of important good 
metal, have been banned and clean- 
ers and dyers here faced a shortage 
mot knowing precisely how to get 
back the hangers from the public, 
which doesn’t know what to do with 
its surplus. The theatre stepped into 
the breach and it was indicated that 
coathangers would be a medium of 
exchange in other houses until the 
eleaners reestar\ished their stocks. 


peeve sessions of IATSE locals, and 
ready to move im when the time is 
propitious. I’s believed some stu- 


dio unions may bolt the IA if pro-| 


ducers continue to seoff at demands. 
Studio soundmep gaid 

ready to — with GIO, failing to 

get recognition of their demands. 


Arthur Mayer, Burstyn, 
Unable to Get Foreign 
Fikns, Going Into Legit 











| Mayer and Joseph Burstyn are trans- 
|ferring their activities to legit. They 
| have obtained rights to H. S. Kraft’s 
|new play, ‘Cafe Crown,’ and expect 


ito get it into rehearsal in about a| 


|week. Kraft arrived 
| wood last week. 

Mayer and Burstyn for the past 
| seven years have heen among lead- 


from Holly- 


ling importers of French and othe 
foreign pix and financed several 
themselves. They are currently 
| battling the New York censor board 
on cuts demanded in the John Stein- 
beck-Herbert Kline documentary on 
Mexico, ‘The Forgotten Village.’ 
‘Cafe Crown’ is said to be on the 


| pattern of the Cafe Royale, N.Y., 
|located in the Yiddish legit secto: 
lon Second avenue. 





| 
As If There Wasn’t Enough. 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Two weeks of added comedy and 
musical sequences for ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
go into work Thursday (23) at Uni- 
| versal, with Alex Gottlieb producing 
jand Ole Olsen and Chick Johnson 
‘slated to labor four days. Martha 
| Raye and Mischa Auer get 10 days 
extra work and Hugh Herbert has 
been added to the cast. 

Gottlieb is subbing for Jules 
Levey, producer of the Mayfair out- 
fit, currently in New York, and will 
take over associate producership on 
the next two Abbott and Costello 
comedies at Universal. 





the | 


they’re | 


With difficulty in obtaining good 
| foreign films for importation, Arthur | 


nounced by Monogram Pictures, paid 
off two months ahead of time through 
Era- 
sure of the debt enables Mono to go 
through with a new contract by 
which De Luxe Labs will process all 
its pictures for the next three years. 

Monogram execs reported increased 
| sales, running about $1,000,000 ahead 
| of last year and predicted a total in- 


| 


improved financial conditions. 


eome of $5,000,000 for 1941-42. Sup- 
ported by a heavy loan from the 
Guaranty Trust Co., New York, the 
company is going ahead with three 
high-budget productions, ‘Boy of 
Mine,’ ‘Navy Bound’ and ‘Land of the 
Sky Blue Waters.’ Aside from that, 
appropriations have been increased 
|/on five more pictures for the new 
|program. In addition, there is a 
| plan to produce a feature in Eng- 
land with money frozen over there 
by war restrictions, approximately 
$600,000. 


| 


H’wood’s U. S. Film On 
Guarding War Secrets 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
‘Safeguarding Military Informa- 


tion’ is the title of the newest War 
Department film to be produced by 


ithe Research Council of Academy of | 
Motion Pictures Arts and Science: 
Picture deals with the proteetion of 
Army documents, telegrams and 
er military secrets and will be 
shown to officers, enlisted men and 
rkers in the Department 
of Wai 
Picture will be made at Para- 
m directe by Joe Youngerman 
‘ M ( S. Stodtor a 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Hobart Bosworth’s option lifted by 
Warners. 

Walter Abel inked new one-year 
pact at Paramount. 

Creighton Hale drew an option lift 
at Warners. 

Virgil Cain’s player ticket renewed 
by Warners. 

Allen Rivkin inked one-year writ- 
ing ticket at Metro. 

Wilkie Mahoney drew new script- 
ing contract at Metro. 

Bobby Beers, 14, handed a moppet 
contract by Republic. 

Harry Bratsburg, Broadway actor, 
signed a film deal with 20th-Fox, 





Inflationary Tendencies May Prove — 
Means of Upping Average B.0. Scale 





Hathaway's 10 Cadets 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 


Twentieth-Fox assigned Henry 
Hathaway to direct the William 
Perlberg production, ‘10 Gentlemen 
from West Point,’ from a script by 
Ben Hecht. 

Hecht suspended work on his own 
stage play to take over the Holly- 
wood job, meanwhile taking over 
one of the episodes of ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan,’ the Boris Morros produc- 
tion on the Westwood lot. 


IF MO. GRIDDERS 
WIN, ADMISH 
IS FREE 


St. Louis, Oct. 21. 


Flicker house exhibs in Columbia, 
Mo., home of the State University, 
have devised a plan of cuffo shows 
for the collegers during the gridiron 
season. In former years a football 
victory for the Missouri Tigers was 
an occasien for the students, male 
and femme, to rush to the theatres 
to celebrate by storming the theatres 
without the formality of hesitating 
at the cashiers’ wickets. 


Now through a pact with the Stu- 
|dent Council, the collegers may at- 
|tend shows, gratis, at the Varsity, 
| Hall and Missouri, if the team wins. 
The flashing of a student council 
membership ducat is sufficient for 
the admish. At the Uptown, of 
which Mayor Rex Barrett of Co- 
lumbia is one of the largest stock- 
holders, cuffo shows are dished out 
on nights before the games played 
|in Columbia and at all homecoming 
oceasions. Natives are barred from 
the free stuff and the scheme has 
been so successful in preventing 
damage to the theatres that every~ 
one declares it’s about 100% per- 
fect. 














IDZAL URGES 
UNIFORM PRICE 





Detroit, Oct. 21. 
If you buy a suit of clothes in the 


morning it’s the same price as you'd 
|pay in the afternoon, .\David M 
| Idzal, managing director of the Fox 
| theatre here, argued in advocating a 
| one-level price for picture houses 
| Head of Detroit’s largest house, he 
|is advocating the complete elimina- 
tion of the matinee reduction in the 


proposal to raise prices generally 


‘Matinee and early hour prices 





Inflation of some variety or an. 
other, already being felt in this 
country via the rise in the cost of 
living, is expected to provide the 
leverage that will result in large 
return per feature in the U. 8. an 
possibly bring higher admission 
scales in certain localities, according 
to best Wall Street advices. The 
financial faction currently is inter, 
ested in this‘angle more than any 
other factor counted on to enhance 
the value of film stocks because sta, 
tistical authorities realize it spells 
higher net income for major film 
companies. This, even in the face 
of the huge new outlay for taxes, 
most of which became effective 
Oct. 1. 


While Wall Streeters are hopeful 
of a higher average national admis- 
sion price at film theatres, old-line 
showmen are fairly well convinced 
that American inflation will be felt 
primarily in increased attendance, a 
possible underseating situation which 
already has brought more theatre 
construction and new aécounts for 
distributors, both of which would 
result in higher net return per fea. 
ture. 


Sentiment in Wall Street obvious! 
is good in regards to picture come 
pany shares. Perhaps the best tip- 
off of this has been the steady 
strength in Loew's common, long the 
bellwether of the amusement group. 
This stock even weathered the heav 
selloff or cleanout in the astoe 
market in recent weeks. 


WB Activity 


Recent steadiness in Warner Bros, 
common was attributed to considers 
able buying in these shares by Lehe 
man Bros., which previously wag 
most interested in RKO. Lehman 
group is reported to have pieked 
up Warner shares even above $5, but 
there was no indication as to why 
there was this buying. 

While admittedly most of the filr 
companies have had their financia 
household in order for monthg, 
numerous traders are credited with 
being interested in inflationary ase 
pects of these shares. With billions 
being spent in this country for lease- 
lend aid and for national defense, 
this enormous tilt in the amount of 
money in circulation is certain to 
ultimately reach the cinema boxe 
office, according to financial seers, 
Even a modest increase in theatre 
admission prices coupled with a mag 
terial upbeat in attendance is bound 
to bring higher revenue return per 
company, they aver. The leverage 
| provided by so many theatre outletg 
is such that even a penny or 2c. ine 
| crease in the average national ade 
| mission fee would pour added mils 
| lions into film company coffers. 

If expenditures for combined de- 





fense and lease-lend aid reach $16,- 
| 000,000,000 in the next 12 months, ag 
| many expect, this would place an ade 


ditional $80,000,000,000 or $96,000,-« 
000,000 in circulation in the coming 
year. Best indication of this tilt in 
| the amount of money in circulation 
iis seen in the percentage 
| deals being asked and the tendency 
| to avoid flat rental pacts wherevef 
| possible on the part of distributors. 
| _ — 


| 


higher 


Toledo Ups 


should be the same as at night,’ he 
j rr . 
|declared. ‘If you buy a_ suit of Toledo, Oct. 21. 
| +49 1 1 i Frat ’ + 1 
clothes it’s the same price what-| With only the Esquire, downtown 
ever the hour. It should be the|house, and Savoy, nabe, deciding to 
ime with our merchandise—films.’ | continue with unchanged admissions, 
He charged that while there Toledo houses have stepped up 
need for @ general price boost, it is#ticket prices as a result of the Fed- 
‘ le © f l tax effective Oct. 1 
P 
( \ | t ae 
e ixa € otunel 
: nat | Steffes, Ill, Yachti 
AD lige ( it | t f 
ates. Bi effes, Ill, Yachting 
l id, ¢€ ea | 
a . t ‘ Sunday al 1] | L I | t ( { 
had come close to it on Satu y } t e1sureiy 0 oas 
By proper exté yn of the practice | . 


the public could be educated gradu- 
ally to the fact that they are buy- 
|ing the same entertainment aft- 
ernoons as evenings, he believes. 

‘Those exhibitors who are extend- 
ing matinee prices farther into the 
evening to avoid the price boosts 
might as well stretch them past the 
7 and 8 p.m. they are advocating 
to 10 p.m. and we could forget the 
new scales,’ he observed. 

He also pointed out that funda- 
mentally other types of price cuts 
were wrong. 

‘Some exhibitors are working on 
the chauffeur’s matinee basis, two 
admissions for the price of one, and 
others have reduced rates up to a 
half for national defense workers— 
and they’re earning good money. 
Reduced rates for service men is 
a fine thing but not for defense 





Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 

Continued ill-health will prevent 
W. A. Steffes, independent exhibitor 
leader and theatre operator, from 
resuming his active duties this win- 
ter. Instead, he has purchased & 
new 45-foot yacht and is sailing 
down the Mississippi en route t@ 
California, via Central America and 
the Panama Canal. 

He'll spend the winter on the West 
Coast. 


—— 





workers.’ Another evasion of estabe 
lished price scales which he nixed 
is the special students’ price adapte 
in some houses. 

He added that exhibitors would be 
better off if they stopped playing 
around with freak scales and ‘set 
the price we want to establish.’ 





an 
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MINN. INDIES DESPERATE 





+ 


All Consent-Decree Distribs, 
But Par, Will Give Minn. Go-By 


rs 
bs 








While Paramount is preparing a 
petition seeking exemption from the 
gonsent decree so that it can sell on 
a full-line basis in Minnesota, a 
move apparently to protect itself 
from jeopardizing the attack against 
the law’s constitutionality, Metro and 


Marines Land First 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
20th-Fox assigned H. Bruce Hum- 
berstone to direct ‘The Shores of 
Tripoli, story of the U. S. Ma- 





other companies are taking no action| rines to be produced by Milton 
at all. Sperling. 
William F. Rodgers, vice-president ‘Tripoli’ goes into production 


over sales for Metro, told VARIETY | early next month, taking the place 
that he had gone on record to ex-| of ‘4 Tommy in the U. S. A.,’ which 


hibitors of Minnesota, firstly, that | has been seuteenan te Gathuiie Wilh 
there is nothing he can do, and, sec- 





ondly, that if the exhibs want relief, 
a special session of the legislature to 
take up the matter could probably 
be called. 

The Metro sales chief refers not to 
the Northwest Allied diehards who 
brought the anti-consent selling stat- 
ute upon themselves, but to those in 
and out of Allied who are beginning 
to suffer and want the distribs to do 
something about it. Making the sug- 
gestion that the theatre owners them- 
selves take suitable legislative steps 
within Minnesota, Rodgers says that 
‘meantime, we will conduct our busi- 
ness under the consent decree.’ 


RKO, 20th, WB Ditto ‘ 

RKO, 20th-Fox and Warners are 
also taking no action with regard to 
selling Minnesota accounts, largely 
because they are opposed to selling 
full-line product with a 20% rejec- 
tion privilege. The cancellation 
alone, in the opinion of Ned Depinet, 
of RKO, makes it economically un- 
sound to try to sell the state. Other 
distributors feel the same and ap- 


the graduation of first contingent of 
British student pilots, now in train- 
ing in Arizona. 


TWO IMPORTANT 
REVERSALS ON 
CLEARANCE 


In two reversals of local arbitra- 
tion awards under the consent de- 
cree, both on clearance, the appeals 
board establishes what amounts to 
precedents, they being (1) that 
clearance for as much as 60 days is 
not unreasonable; and (2) that local 
tribunals cannot grant clearance to 
theatres which changes runs. 











parently the thought of setting up an 
exchange over the Minnesota line, 
making Minnesotan buyers 
across it to buy, is chilling. 

In connection with the uncondi- 
tional 20% rejection provision of the | 
Minnesota legislation, it is pointed | 
out in sales circles that this would | ' 
mean an exhib could knock out four | 
high-bracket percentage pictures out | 
of a program total of 40, if they 
wanted to. Thus, if an exhib buys 40 | 
pictures and a:~ces to take four of | 
them on perce , he has the un-| 
eonditional righi to » eae the per- | 
centage films and play nothing but | 
flats. 

Fear if all distribs attempted to 
sell Minnesota under its onerous law 
that similar legislation might be en- 
couraged in other states is not en- | 
tirely unfounded in view of a state- | 
ment over the weekend from the Al- | 
lied Theatre Owners of lowa-Ne- | 
braska, a twin unit, that a similar 
law will be recommended for both | 
those states. 


All distributors excepting United 
Artists will continue to operate their | 
Minneapolis branches for selling and 
servicing of accounts in northern 
Wisconsin and the two Dakotas. Ter- 
ritory covered by men out of Min- 
neapolis has always been one of the 
largest in the country. 


INTERSTATE’S METRO, 
U, COL. AND REP DEALS 


The Interstate and Texas Consoli- 
dated circuits (Karl Hoblitzelle- 
Pat Y Int } hh: y +] cf 

S*arnmount) Nave purchased tne nrs 
two blocks of Metro, the initial 


blocks of oiher cons 
and the Unive 11, Columbia and Re- 
Public product, but as yet ‘as not 
Closed a 1941-42 deal with United 
Artists. Texas chains take the Par 
Pictures ‘as a matter of course. 

During the past week J. R. Grain- 
ger was in Dallas where he negoti- 
ated the °41-42 Republic deal with 
Bob O'Donnell. v.p. and general 
Manager of Interstate, of which 
Texas Consolidated is a part. 

O'Donnell, who flew into New|! 
York Friday (17) and back to Dallas 
Monday (20), stated that business in 
his territory shows improvement 
Over a year ago but that it has been 
behind August recently, largely as a 
result of war games in neighboring 
Louisiana which have attracted visi- 
tors. Texas was not hurt by the i.- 
fantile paralysis scare, O'Donnell | 
addg, 


ent distributors 


come | 





| chester, N. H. 


lilar clearance in 
|It is held, in this connection, that in 


and Oklahoma 


The case relating to 60 days clear- 
ance between first and second runs 
was originally brought by Lucien 
Descoteaux, operator of the Rex, 
Globe and Empire theatres at Man- 
Boston arbitration 
board reduced clearance enjoyed by 
the opposition State Operating Co., 
in control of five houses there, from 
60 to 30 days between first and sec- 
ond runs, and from 30 to 14 days be- 
tween second and subsequent runs. 


Appeals board of the American 
Arbitration Assn. ruled that the orig- 
inal clearance of 60 and 30 days was 
not unreasonable, but interpreted in 
legal quarters that this does not give 
the distribs a charter to demand sim- 
other situations. 


the Manchester case it was not 
(Continued on page 22) 


MANY MAY FOLD 
DUE TO oHORTAGE 


Consent Decree Firms, UA 
Toss Haymakers in Fight 
Against State Anti-Decree 
Statute — Distribs An- 
nounce ‘No Plans Made to 
Sell in Minnesota’ 








ALLIED’S HOT POTATO 





Minneapolis, Oct. 21 
Product situation is becoming in- 
creasingly desperate for Minnesota 
independent exhibitors, and many 
theatres are closing their doors or 


about to do so because of the film 
shortage. Consent decree companies 
and United Artists, fighting the state 
anti-decree laws, have just about 
tossed a haymaker at the theatre 
owners’ figurative jaw. 

Following home-office conferences 
called immediately after the district 
court’s refusal to grant a temporary 
injunction against the law, the dis- 
tributors exploded a bombshell by 
announcing ‘no plans are being made 
to permit us to sell in Minnesota.’ 

Thus, Northwest Allied, which 
sponsored the law requiring com- 
panies to sell their entire season's 
product, subject to a 20% minimum 
cancellation privilege, finds it has a 
hot potato on its hands, although its 
leaders, still confident that selling 
soon will be started even though the 
film companies indicate otherwise, 
will not admit concern. 

The five major decree companies— 
Metro, 20th-Fox, Paramount, War- 

(Continued on page 22) 


FILE TEST SUIT 
ON MINN. LAW 


Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 








+ 





Metro’s Sliding Scale Film Selling 
System Grows in Favor; Works Out 
Both Ways as Grosses Dip or Spurt 


+ 
. 4 











Metro’s universally-applied sliding 
scale selling system, which met with 
considerable exhib opposition when 
it was announced for this season, is 


Wallace’s Small Towners 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 


New Booth Tarkington novel, ‘The 
Fighting Littles,’ is the first of two 
pictures to be directed by Richard 
Wallace under a deal with RKO. 


Book, to be published shortly by 


understood to be gaining favor now 
as the result of tallies on income 
from the first two groups of pic- 
tures. Exhibs have discovered that 
several films which would have cost 


them 35 or 40%, had they been 
bought ordinarily, are being had for 
considerably less than that because 
they didn’t play up to expectations, 

Metro has suffered on this score 
principally with ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ and ‘Lady Be Good.’ ‘Jekyll,’ 
because of the high cost of pro- 
duction, the well-known story and 
the stars, including Spencer Tracy, 
Ingrid Bergman and Lana Turner, 
would have been a 40%er had it 
been sold blind. Results at the b.o, 
have been way below Metro's hopes, 
however, and the average figure paid 
for the film by exhibs has been 30- 
32%. 


Doubleday, Doran & Co., deals 
satirically with small town folks. 


MICH. EX-GOV. 
BRUCKER WILL 
ARBITRATE 


Detroit, Oct. 21, ‘Lady Be Good’ fared even worse, 
No slight arbitrator has been as-| although it cost less to produce, 
signed to the AAA’s Parkside thea-| Nevertheless, built up as a big mu- 
tre case here scheduled for hearing| sical with Robert Young, Ann 
on Oct. 28. No less a personage than] Sothern and Eleanor Powell in the 
Wilber M. Brucker, former Governor | leads, it would probably have gone 
of Michigan, has been assigned to|to 35% to many accounts and at least 
hear the case. 30% to others. What has happened 
It is considered the most important | in most cases, as the result of b.o, 
yet filed in Detroit because of the | eceipts, is that it fell into the low- 
major circuits involved. est percentage bracket, 25% or flat 
Parkside’s specific complaint rental (optional), under the sliding 
against the five consenting distrib | S°@le scheme. 
companies, Co-ops and United De-| ‘Honky Tonk’ Earning 40% Up 
troit theatres is for ‘some run.’ On the other hand, ‘Honky Tonk,’ 











which, with Clark Gable and Lana 
St. Louis Complaints Turner, would have been another 
St. Louis, Oct. 21. 40%er, is earning that and more. 


Mrs. Mildred Karch, owner-oper- It is said to be the first film out of 
ator of a new 700-seater in Rolla, the first two groups, totaling seven 
Mo., near one of the biggest army | P!*, to have hit the 40% rate. Go- 
training camps in the midwest, filed| "8 up in 242% steps, sliding scale 
a beef against the five major flicker | COuld conceivably go up to 70% or 
distribs last week in the local AAA| More if b.o. warranted it at any par- 
office. G. Berutt, operator of a rival | ticular theatre. 
house, the Rolla-Mo, has been named Metro claims that despite squawks 
an interested party. Mrs. Karch’s| from some exhibs on the sliding 
complaint is that the Big Five re-j| scale system, it has 5,500 accounts 





Ramsay County attorney, J. F.| 
Lunch, on Monday (20) issued com- | 
paints charging Paramount, RKO | 
and 20th-Fox with violation of the 
state’s anti-consent decree law re- 
quiring distributors to sell entire 





FINSKE EXEC AIDE 
T0 NETTER AT PAR’ 


Louis Finske, veteran in the Para- 
mount theatre operating ranks, w ill | 
become executive assistant to Leon | 
Netter at the Par home office on or | 
about Nov. 1, it is reported. After 
clearing up personal matters in Den- 
ver, where he has made headquar- | 


ters for many 


| Finske wi drive in, making some 
stops on the wa 
As 
I ( e € 4 
mi ] G 
Fit é n n Ss € 
cal 2 H 
S: 8) J i t- | 
! ( i ( e I ¢ e of } 
ates in Pai Al Fy € es in| 
as aide to Netter partly as successor | 
to Joe Walsh, who has assited Netter | 
on statistical matters but has been | 


promoied to the distribution depart- | 
ment on similar work 

Pat McGee, several years ago in 
charge of J. H. Cooper theatres in 
Oklahoma City, succeeds Finske at 
Denver over the Cooper-Par houses 
in that territory. McGee left Par 
about four years back to go into in- 
dependent opération in Massachu- 
setts with Roy Heffner but lately 
has been associated w ith the Schine 
circuit in Ohio. 

Joining the old Publix (Par) cir- 
cuit in 1927, Finske was for many 
years in charge of the districts em- 
bracing Denver and Kansas City, 
subsequently aligning with Cooper, | 
who operates in Colorado, 





Nebraska | 


|season’s product subject to minimum 


lof other 


20% cancellation privilege. Warrants 
were to be served on Ben Blotcky, 
Jay Dressell and Joseph Podoloff, 
beh of the exchanges here. Offense 
is punishable by imprisonment and | 
fine, but defense will be that law-is 
unconstitutional. It’s a test ease, 
invited by the distributing com- 
| panies. 
It’s alleged RKO offered 10 pic- 
tures for sale in one block and each 
companies five pictures, | 
without 20% cancellation privilege 
Paramou and Fox are charged 
1 offering five pictures each simi- 


nt 
it 


OK FOR BLITZING? 


N. ¥. State Audiences, Like London- 
ers, Now Very Stoic 


Air raids and war in Europe have 


| apparently had the effect of making 


New Yorkers impervious to inci-! 
dental dangers. An almost comic 

example of brushing off what might 

have caused a theatre panic several | 
years ago was a fire in an air duct at 
the rear of the orc hestra floor in the 
State, N.Y., last Thursday (16) eve- 
ning. 

Although the audience couldn’t see | 
smoke or flames, fire bells were ring- 
ing all around the place and the 
sound of a hose wds plainly heard in | 
the house. Instead of rushing for | 
the exits, only action the audience | 
took was to complain about the anise | 
of the aye trrrrmnge water inte: ter- | p] 


| in g with audibility of the acts 


| are alleged in the second one. 


WB-PAR PHILLY POOL 


fused to release screen fodder for| sold on the first block of three and 


| her house and discriminated in favor | 4,200 on the second block of four, 


of Berutt. This is in addition to franchises run- 
Another beef due for a hearing in| ®ing over from last year. Sales de- 

the same tribunal is that of Floyd L.| partment maintains that that is a 

Lowe and W. A. Snell, operators of | higher number of accounts sold than 

the New Star; Lebanon, Mo. Their| during any similar period of ped- 

complaint also named the Gasconade | dling. 

Amus. Co., owner of the Lyric, an} ——— 

opposish house, as an _ interested 

party. Practically the same charge 





| as cick ee Mrs, Karch’s petition ‘20TH PROD. OVERFLOWS 


TO OLD FOX STUDIO 


Holl ania Oct. 21 
Overflow of production at the 
20th-Fox studio in Westwood is caus- 
ing a flood of work on the old West- 
ern avenue lot in the heart of Holly- 





NOW MONTH-TO-MONTH 


¢ lng I tne neg at e- od Zé r ece t 
en P t d Warner B eco 4 
p ‘ cl t ! € 
P ade i l eco 1 or Six r ‘ P i 
t s follov re- | | elp « e prodt l 
ce r ie a ent t ( 2( I re 
f t é f i 
An othe Pa ! é 
npt f to ge l landiord over! 
foul eatres in Philly to improve | From Jazz to Jive 
then The four houses, under lease | = ; 
to Pai re ope ted by W ers | esOuy wood, Sct.-al. 
0 ar, are yperate DY arners - oo 
i ’ : ; | History of jazz, from 1907 to 1941, 
under the pooling arrangement. 


went into work at RKO under the 


Theatres were acquired by Par|...,, ‘ - yt 2 
— . } title, ‘Syncopation,’ with William 


some years ago when the company 


: | Dieterle doing his first job as pro- 

was fussing with Warner Bros. and | : ’ 

7 af | ducer-director at that studio. 

started to invade its territory in as- } , , 
* eg . Jitterbug era is portrayed by 
sociation with Spyros Skoura 7 f 7. “hes 
: wh ackie Cooper and Bonita Granville, 
while Adolphe Menjou, Robert 


° . | Benchley and George Bancroft rep- 
Ziffren as Prod. Aide | resent the elderly influence 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
New shift on the 20th-Fox lot 
elevated Lester Ziffren from acrip- 
ter to assistant to Sol M. Wur rtzel, 
executive producer. 


REP. OPTIONS SANTLEY 
Hollywood, Oct. 21 
Joseph Santley’s option as director 
has been lifted by Republic a month 





Stanley Rauh, who was collabo- | early. 
rating with Ziffren on the screen- Next film will be ‘Marines on 
play of ‘Jack Pot,’ continues the | Parade,’ with Al Pearce and his radio 


chore alone. 


} gang. 
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TWO-FACED WOMAN 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Gottfried 
Reinhardt production. Stars Greta Garbo, 
Melvyn Douglas; features Constance Ben- 
nett, Roland Young. Directed by George 
Cukor. Screenplay by 8S. N. Berman, Salka 
Vertel and George Oppenheimer; suggested 
by a play by Ludwig Fulda; camera, 
Joseph Tuttenberg: score, Bronislau Kaper; 
Previewed at 


| SWAMP WATER 


| 20th Century-Fox release of an _ Irving 
| Pichel production. Features Walter Bren- 
| nan, Walter Huston, Dana Andrews, Anne 
| Baxter, Mary Howard, Virginia Gilmore, 
John Carradine and Eugene Pallette. Di- 
| rected by Jean Renoir. Screenplay, Dudley 
Nichols; story, Vereen Bell; camera, Pev- 


erell Marley; 


film editor, Walter Thompson. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., 


Oct. 17, *41. Run- 






diter, George boemler. 

wee ew te helle, Oct. 20, ‘41. Run-/ ning time: 90 MINS, 

ning time: 94 MINS. en errr e Walter Brennan 
Karin...... es evseecertss ocees Greta Garbo | thursday Ragan..........- Walter Musten 
Larry Blake....-+.esees Melvyn DOugiAS | Jolie, ......ccccccscecceces .Anne Baxter 
Griselda Vaughn........- Constance Bennett BS ee eee oe Dana Andrews 
©. O. Millee....>2esecceseesss Roland Young | wahel McKenzie...... .. Virginia Gilmore 
Dick Williams.....cecseces: Robert Sterling a Wie +... ** "Seen Gasvedine 
Miss Ellis.......+0.+e+seeeeers Ruth Gordon a la a niin eeccceesesMary Howaré 
Miss Dunber.......... .. Frances Carson | sheriff Jeb McKane. .. Eugene Pallette 





In a daring piece of showmanship, 
the Metro studio breaks down the 
long established screen tradition 
which has enveloped Greta Garbo 
like an opera-cioak, and presents the 
one-time queen of mystery ina wild, 
and occasionally very risque, slap- 
stick farce entitled ‘Two-Faced 
Woman. That the experiment of 
converting Miss Garbo into a com- 
edienne is not entirely successful is 
no fault of hers. Had the script 
writers and the direc.or, George 
Cukor, entered into the spirit of the 
thing with as much enthusiasm, lack 
of self-consciousness and abandon as 
the star, the result would have been 
a smash hit. It’s in the groove for 
good business, notwithstanding, al- 
though likely to taper off as show- 
ings progress for want of better 
word-of-mouth comment. 

There is no holding back Miss 
Garbo when she steps down from 
the serious dramatic pedestal, on 
which she has been perched for 
years, and has her fling with broad 
comedy. Melvyn Douglas, who is co- 
starred, is an excellent foil. Much 
of the action takes place in bed- 
rooms, boudoirs and the psycho- 
logical proximities of both. When 
the stars aren't in their pajamas, or 
cutting up on the chaise lounge, 
they're talking about what the audi- 
ence is thinking about, and the co- 
ordination is perfect. 

Just how some of the lines of dia- 
log escaped the scissors is a much of 
a mystery as how the screen writers, 

N. Berman, Salka Viertel and 
George Oppenheimer, so completely 
flopped in providing a reasonably 
satisfactory finale. The sign-off, 
which is a mad chase on skiis, pro- 
pelled by doubles, is a disappoint- 
ment and a letdown. Miss Garbo 
had earned a better finish. 


Of course the intimacies elude the 
censors because the stars are playing 
as wife and husband. But not all the 
time. The story, which was taken 
from a play by Ludwig Fulda, is one 
of those naturalized importations 
from the Continent wherein the wife 
masquerades during most of the film 
as her own twin-sister just to test 
the fibre of her husband’s adoration. 
It’s reminiscent of “The Guardsman.’ 
Thus the situation of the eager male, 
misled by deception, making violent 









Tim Dorson....... .. Ward Bond 


Bud Dorson...... .. Guinn Williams 
Marty McCord... ... Russell Simpson 
Hardy Ragan.... ...Josenh Sawyer 
TIS BCHONMS. ovis ccecocacsers Paul Burns 
BAPDEP. . cocccccvcccscvececesess Dave Morris 


Too bad that this picture’s story 


does not match its excellent cast. 
Another of the hillbilly dramas, 
‘Swamp Water’ is an unflattering re- 
flection upon Dudley Nichols’ usual- 
ly facile pen. The scenarist has 
failed to spark Vereen Bell’s Sateve- 
post serial. so it looks like only fair 
business at best. 

But this is a superb lineup of play- 
ers. Yet it is obvious that lacking 
a kick name the cast cannot over- 
come a tiring and sombre theme and 
unattractive title. 

This is French director Jean 
Renoir’s first job for an American 
company. That it’s something less 
than an auspicious beginning for 
Renoir over here is not entirely his 
fault. Giving him a story dealing 
with a segment of the U. S. popula- 
tion with whom not even many 
Americans are familiar appears open 
to debate. The background is the 
Georgia swamps. 

The performers put up a valiant 
struggle to lift the slowly paced 
story out of the doldrums. All the 
ingredients of an oldtime meller 
have been thrown into the plot, and 
in one instance the scenarist seem- 
ingly was unable to extricate him- 
self from one situation, so he just 
let it ride. It’s never explained, for 
instance, how or why Walter Huston 
forgives his wife, who has refused 
to tell him the name of the man who 
has come between them. 

That’s one of the side-dressings 
for a story that has Walter Brennan 
‘hiding in a swamp after escaping 
hanging for a murder. Dana An- 
drews, Huston’s son by a previous 
marriage, finds him while searching 
for his dog. Brennan first threatens 
to kill the boy, but then convinces 
the kid of his innocence. They enter 
a fur-trapping partnership, the boy 
to give Brennan’s share to the lat- 
ter’s daughter. But the lad’s girl 
gets hep to what’s going on and, in 
a fit of jealousy, gives the secret 
away. The boy refuses to tell Bren- 
nan’s whereabouts and later, finding 
himself now in love with Brennan’s 
daughter, forces the man who has 





and passionate love to a lady. whom 
he believes is not his wife. There’s 
a double entendre to nearly every- 
thing that is said between the two, 
and nearly everything is said. 

Miss Garbo is a ski instructress in 
an Idaho snow resort when Douglas 
meets her. They are married after a 
brief courtship as refugees in a 
mouniain cabin. She’s for the great 
outdoors and life in a roaming 
trailer, and he thinks he is, too, un- 
til dragged back to New York and 
his career at prosaic magazine edit- 
ing. She refuses to go. He promises 
to return to the open spaces, but his 
telegrams of regret continue _in- 
definitely. 

It is then that Miss Garbo packs 
away the skiis and goes to Manhattan 
where she finds Douglas consider- 
ably more than financially interested 
in the affairs of a woman dramatist. 
So she pulls the wicked sister act 
and turns on the feminine charm. 

Strictly as a stunt the film is a 
triumph for Miss Garbo. She is 


strikingly attractive in a one-piece | 
bathing suit. She does a tipsy scene, | 


after being initiated into the effects 
of an evening devoted to champagne, 
that is excruciating. She does a pratt- 
fall with true Sennett technique. 
Through all her acting as the siren 
she retains just the right amount of 
roguishness. She dances her own 
version of the rhumba as if her hips 
had never left Cuba. And she tosses 
off a blue remark like a debutante at 
the Stork Club. 

Supporting roles are important, but 
brief. Constance Bennett gets a tre- 
mendous laugh characterizing a 
jealous mistress on the verge of 
hysterics. Roland Young plays Roland 
Young. Ruth Gordon is an efficient 
secretary, full of feminine wnder- 
standing and connivance. Robert 
ia has scarcely more than a 

it. 

Feminine trade will enjoy the 
costuming by Adrian, and the sale 
nationally of pajama boudoir outfits 
is likely to flourish in the wake of 
the film’s showings, regardless of 
priorities, war in Europe or taxes. 

*‘Two-Faced Woman)’ is strictly for 
adults, who will have no difficulty in 
grasping the idea, although children 
will enjoy views of snow ir the 
mountains. Flin. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
‘Bullets and Bullion’ became ‘Un- 
derground Rustlers’ at Monogram. 
‘The Greenie’ is release title for 
—_v" short, ‘Rivington Street Yan- 
ees,’ 





split Huston and his wife to confess 
that his testimony which convicted 
Brennan was false and was to cover 
the actual killers. The happy note 
in the film is the finale when the 
boy brings Brennan out of the 
swamp into free life. 

All of the players, both bit and 














Miniature Reviews 


*Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). 
Greta Garbo and Melvyn Douglas 
in a broad farce, which reveals 
Miss Garbo in a new light with 
prospects of good boxoffice. 

‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
Swampland melodrama. Sombre 
and slow and won't get more 
than fair business. Fine cast 
lacks a punch name. 

‘Shadow of the Thin Maz’ 
(M-G). Among best of the Wil- 
liam Powell-Myrna Loy starring 
series, Therefore strong b.c. 

‘Hot Spot’ (20th). First rate 
romantic murder mystery with 
a couple of good feminine names. 

‘Three Girls About Town’ 
(Col). Comedy meller, best as 
supporter for the nabes. 

‘Moon Over Her Shoulder’ 
(20th). Marital comedy and neat 
support footage. 

‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Jane 
Withers starrer, a nice ‘B.’ 

‘South of Tahiti’ (U) (Song). 
Minor entertainment marooned 
on a South Sea Island. For filler 
dates on the secondary duals. 

‘Saddle Mountain Roundup’ 
(Mono). Exciting Range Buster 
whodunit-western. 

‘Death At a Broadcast’ (FA) 
(Songs). British-made whodunit 
of pre-war vintage; mild even as 
secondary dualer. 














nitz, Between them they have 
turned out a lively script, with 
spirited dialog and some amusing 
situations. 

There's an hilarious passage in the 
early part of the film when Miss 
Loy visits a ‘clampionship’ wrestling 
match. Sitting in a ringside seat, 
she is the target for some gay banter 
from the paying customers, who 
pass remarks about her hat. 

Both stars handle their assign- 
ments in a manner that gets the ulti- 
mate of laughs. In the supporting 
roles, also, are capable players. Sam 
Levene, as a police lieutenant, is par- 
ticularly amusing. Stella Adler is 
a stunning blonde heavy, and the 
character bits by Lou Lubin, Joseph 
Anthony, Alan Baxter and Loring 
Smith add some reality to the seamy 
side of the action. 

With much to work with, W. §S. 
Van Dyke has directed with speed, 
and although the running time of the 
film is 97 minutes, it seems scarcely 
half as long. As in former films of 
the same pattern, Van Dyke gets a 
good deal of fun from Astra, the 
foxterrier. Slow-motion shots of 
Astra leaving a merry-go-round are 
amusing. Production generally is 
smart in appearance. 

Film is surefire for the large audi- 
ence that the two stars have created 
for. the ‘Thin Man’ series. It rates 
with the best of the group. Flin. 


HOT SPOT 








mantie features of the yarn are suffi- 
cient. 


Laird Cregar, recently seen in 
‘Charley's Aunt, gives an outstand- 
ing rmance. A perfect choice 
for the part he plays in this one, the 
portly character actor is bound to 
grow in demand. Competent sup- 

roles of minor importance 
are carried out by Alan Mowbray, 
Allyn Joslyn, William Gargan, and 
Elisha Cook, Jr. es 

The book on which this picture is 
based is called ‘I Wake Up Scream- 
ing.’ It sounds like a better title 
than ‘Hot Spot,’ but the film need 
not beg forgivenness. Char, 


3 GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 


Columbia release of Samuel Bischoff pro- 
duction. Stars Joan Blondell, Binnie 





Barnes, Janet Blair; features Robert Bench- 
ley, John Howard. Directed by Leigh 
Jason. Original screenplay by Richard 
Carroll; camera, Frans F. Planer, A.S.C.; 
editor, Charles Nelson. Previewed at Alex- 
ander, Glendale, Oct. 20, ‘41. Running 
time, 71 MINS, 

Hope Banner....... eeccoccecss Joan Blondel! 
Faith Banner.... ..- Binnie Barnes 
Charity Banner..... ° eeeesest Janet Blair 
Tommy Hopkins.......e++.-. John Howard 
Wilburforce Puddle........ Robert Benchley 
Charlemagne......... ececcerecess Eric Blore 
Chief of Police........ »++-Hugh O'Connell 
Maggie O'Callahan..........Una O'Connor 
Tessie Conarchy........+.... Almira Sessions 
Mrs. McDougall.......... Dorothy Vaughan 
Fred Chambers. ....ccees0...-- Paul Harvey 
Josephus Wiegel........... Frank McGiynn 
Re eee Walter Soderling 


‘Three Girls About Town’ carries 
sufficient razzle-dazzle comedy to 
make it diverting entertainment for 
general audiences. An in-betweener, 
its light marquee voltage will get it 
by for profitable biz in secondary key 
runs, while it will hit best gait as 
strong supporter in the nabes. 


Story follows the comedy surprise 
formula of ‘slight case of murder,’ 
with motivating factor the constant 
shifting of a corpse around a con- 
vention-headquarter hotel to elude 
both cops and reporters. Hotel 
hostesses, Joan Blondell and Binnie 
Barnes, are joined by young sister, 
Janet Blair, the latter from private 
school. Miss Blondell is in love with 
reporter John Howard, who is cover- 
ing a labor meeting in the hotel 
when a stiff is discovered. Howard is 
let in on the situation, and tries to 
cop the corpse for his paper exclu- 
sively until the murderer is un- 
covered. After a whirlaround, every- 
thing straightens out, and Miss 
Blondell marches to marriage with 
Howard. 

Although picture carries sufficient 
laugh content to go over nicely in 
regular bookings, lacks spontane- 
ous tempo for big leagues and script 
takes several detours to inject ex- 
traneous comedy episodes that slow 
up the straight line narrative for 
best effect. 

Direction by Leigh Jason clicks 
most of the time, while at several 
points he fails to punch over comedy 
episodes for utmost reaction, mainly 
due to timing in presentation. Miss 
Blondell competently carries most of 
the load between the sister trio, with 
Howard prominent as the reporter 
and recipient of constant surprises. 
Ingenue Janet Blair catches attention 
in the fast company, while Miss 
Barnes and Robert Benchley are in 
for background footage not too im- 
portant. Eric Blore gets out of the 
groove for a slick portrayal of a 
drunk wandering in and out. Sup- 
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featured, do exceptionally well, with 20th Century-Fox release of Milton Sper- 
the three women particularly stand- | ae prone tion. , re hangs 4 a be 
j eni ‘ . | tor ature, Carole Landis, “eatures Lair 
ae, — pite ee a | Cregar, William Gargan, Alan Mowbray, 
and costuming. roauction, MOSUY | allyn Joslyn and Elisha Cook, Jr. Direct- 
exteriors, is good and impresses as|ed by H. Bruce Humberstone. Based an 
| authentic. Scho. |} novel, ‘I Wake Up Screaming.’ by Steve 
a | Fisher Adaptation, Dwight Taylor; edi- 
| } tor, Robert Simpson; photography, Edward | 
| Cronjager. Tradeshown in N. Y., Oct. 16, 
| Shadow of the Thin Man |'41. Running time, 81 MINS, ' 
OEMs EPOM cas cevdessavoseseéess Betty Grable 
Metro-Goldwyn-Maver relense of Hunt Frankie Christopher.....sse.. Victor Mature } 
| Stromberg production Stars Wiiliam | Vicky LYMN......eereeeseoes-Carole Landis 
| Dowell Myrna Loy Directs by W. 8 Ed Cornell....-..cccccoecess.- laird Cregar 
| Van Dyke Scc-eenplay by Irving Brecher | Jerry Mac DONAld..seeeeees William Gargan 
and Harrv Kurnitz. from latter's story: | Robin Ray. tt tseeeeseesenes Alan Mowbray 
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in N. Y Oct. 21 41, Running time: 97 Reporters..... Chick Chandler, Cyril Ring 
MINS ; I : : Ass't District Attorney..... .-Morris Ankrum 
MR Ns Nii tathedana dacs an ean William Powel | oeidias , 
PETES 68d Rp eRe RS s-0666000880004 Myrna Loy | Most murder mysteries are B's re- 
t Peel occas Hr NCE TE: ...Rarry Nelson | gardless of budget, but this one is an 
Molly se Kept ti poeccereaeeeencess Donna Reed | exception to the rule. This picture 
je! ‘ie Sr ve ion ~ ° 
I se sesnsse SN Toren tis Geet vate quterteinment one mae 
Maior Jason I. Scuilley......Henrv O'Neil! | b€ depended upon to do from better 
SE SS er eae eee Dickie Hall | than average to very good business. 
‘Link’ Stephens paghne sig eis Lor ne Smith | Its femme cast names won’t hurt 
Claire Ports “Rata aaa | St a] 7 Adler either. ’ 
‘Rainbow’ Benny.......... Lou Lubin| _‘Hot Spot’ may suggest a night- 
“hail ii ie tergaeili Sombie el Louise Beavers | Club background, but such scenes are 
aa Ae only incidental. The director, H. 
Resumption of the ‘Thin Man’ Bruce Humberstone, has _ been 
series, starring William Powell ang |cauipped with a good script and | 
: 5, St 16 a 3 from his cast has obtained results 


Myrna Loy, is a source of 
justified satisfaction on the part of 
exhibitors who are commercially 
minded. New entry, entitled ‘Shadow 
of the Thin Man,’ is a substantial 
piece of film merchandise suitable 
for the best of the first runs, with 
every prospect of extended engage- 
ments in most spots. 

Much of the farcical flavor which 
characterized the earlier “Thin Man’ 
films is reclaimed in the new pic- 
ture. On the sentimental side, Powell 
and Miss Loy get a great deal of fun 
from their first appearance as parents 
of a four-year son, who has a way 
of asking embarrassing questions. 
For excitement, the couple find 
themselves in the middle of an in- 
vestigation into racetrack gambling, 
in the course of which there are 
three homicides, half a dozen sus- 
pects and a bit of gunplay. 

Harry Kurnitz has fashioned the 
story with a good deal of ingenuity, 
using the characters of the private 
detective and his wife, as created 
in the original yarn by Dashiell 
Hammett. Irving Brecher collabo- 
rated on the screenplay with Kur- 





much | 


that are all that may be asked in 
a murder meller with a romantic 
|strain of- more than the ordinary 
| strength. 
| Betty Grable is enormously ap- 
pealing here as the sister of the 
slain girl, played by Carole Landis, 
who disappears at an early stage of 
the game. Victor Mature plays in 
a tougher groove than usual and this 
seems a desirable switch. This time 
he’s a sports promoter with a bit of 
a snarl in his voice, It’s a relief from 
those portions of the story where he 
is romanticizing, but he is o.k. there, 
too. Mature could do gangsier roles, 
judging from his work in ‘Hot Spot.’ 
In the story Mature is dogged by 
a detective who loses his girl when 
Mature takes her from obscurity and 
glamourizes her to the point where 
she wins a film contract. The mur- 
der of this girl then provides the 
premise for the remainder of the 
yarn. Dwight Taylor, who did the 
script, has dotted it with trenchant 
dialog. There isn’t much comedy, 
but no more than the few laughs in- 
cluded are needed in this instance, 
Force of the melodramatic and ro- 





port is adequate. Walt. 


Moon Over Her Shoulder 


20th Century-Fox release of Walter Mo- 


rosco production. Features Lynn Bari, 


John Sutton, Dan Dailey, Jr., Alan Mow- 
bray, Leonard Carey, Irving Bacon Di- 
rected by Alfred Werker. Story, Helen 
Vreeland Smith and Eva Golden; adapta- 
tion, Walter Bullock: editor, J. Watson 
Webb, Jr.; photography, Lucian Andriot. 


Tradeshown in N, Y¥., Oct. 16, ’41. Running 
time, 68 MINS, 








rd ed oe a ee wat Lynn Bari 
Dr. Phillip Rossiter............John Sutton 
0 ee ee a ee Dan Dailey, Jr. 
a RE ae Alan Mowbray 
DI. «a6 bikéebeeeeeeeenses Leonard Carey 
ee, ENON saccades cacchece Irving Racon 
Cecilia... «-Joyce Compton 
oo PEE .-Lillian Yarbo 
| Mrs. Bates...cecccccsccccccsses Eula Guy 
+>) ih vivpetheenese eb aakaes Shirley Hill 
ENON i 6 vacetsbionceoetéeote ..- Sylvia Arslan 





“Moon Over Her Shoulder’ 
strength of cast, but should 


lacks 


rial. 

A workmanlike script combines 
with the steady direction of Alfred 
Werker to provide crisp dialog nice- 
ly suited to the action. The laughs 
included are not particularly lusty, 
but they are frequent. 

The plot concerns an authority on 
marital problems who makes a busi- 
ness of advising clients in his office, 
or over the radio, but who fails to 
apply his theories at home. His 
wife takes up painting as a hobby 
and is mistaken as a suicide suspect 
by. the captain of a fishing boat who 
brings her aboard for the day. Cap- 
tain and the fisherman chartering the 
boat that day believe she’s nuts, and 
won't let her go home until night. 
She likes the adventure and con- 
tinues it the next day. Complications 
result until her identity is revealed 
and her husband comes face to face 
with the guy who has now fallen 
for her. The sequence between hus- 
band, wife, and fishing captain, when 
identities of all are revealed, proves 
a highlight. Fist fight at, the finish, in 
which the formerly neglectful hus- 





band redeems himself, is also a pip. 
Lynn Bari and John Sutton play 








( 1 prove | 
| quite serviceable as support mate- 





—y 


the married couple while Dan 
Dailey, Jr., is the outside member of 
the triangle. Latter does a Swell 
ob and appears to be destined for 
rther importance. Formerly of the 
stage his film start was made in 
shorts. Sutton gives a steady per. 
formance in a part that is not entire. 
ly sympathetic while Miss Bari dis. 
orts herself well enough to suggest 


etter roles. She’s a good come. 
dienne. Alan Mowbray is again 
very acecptable. Char. 


SMALL TOWN DEB 


(ONE SONG) 


20th-Fox production and release Stars 
Jane Withers; features Jane Darwell, Bruce 
Edwards, Cobina Wright, Jry Cecil Kelle 


away, Katharine 


Alexander, Jack § 
Buddy Pepper. art 


Directed by Harold Schuse 


ter, Screenplay, Ethel Hill; story, Jerrie 
Walters; camera, Virgil Miller; editor 
Alexander Toffey. Tradeshown in N. y. 
Oct. 17, ‘41. Running time, 72 MINS. ” 
Patricia Randell.............. Jane Withers 
es ond 06 b0-060060000000 Gs s00 Jane Darwell 
Jack Richards. .ccscccccccss Bruce Edwards 
Helen Randall...... +---Cobina Wright, Jr 
Mr. Randall....... éoneneves Cecil Kellaway 
Mrs. Randall.......... Katharine Alexander 
We SIENA 0 ch cededewisceccces Jack Sear) 
CRAURCOP SORE. ocecoccccccce Buddy Pepper 
SEE as-00040-000b600 00. Robert Cornell 
Bue Merman. .ccsicveceseces Margaret Early 
Rats TRSCMOIES. cd ceccesecccsce Douglas Wood 
Mr. Anthony.......ee0e..John T, Murray 
CUerks. cece cccce Cecccccevcceees Ruth Gillette 
CUstOMeO?..cceccccecccceccccecess Nora Lane 
Dhan ce ieee we aces e eae Daphne Ogden 
Beauty Operator...............Marie Blake 
BOTUGL. 06 0 ccsseccceceess Henry Roquemore 
Hector. .....c00- pb raSO$ 6640 008's Jeff Corey 
BE. BiebOlP .ccccccvececcose. Edwin Stanley 
Mra. JOMCS. ccccccrcsevceces Isabel Randolph 





Jane Withers is now considerably 
grown up, but continuing in the juve 
idiom and hence still aimed for 
family entertainment. As such, this 
is a good B. 

How the moppet has grown is best 
illustrated when she _ stands up 
against the film’s adult performers, 
in many instances being just as tall 
and in a few instances heftier. It 
won't be long before 20th-Fox will 
have to take her out of the pigtail 
class. That the studio already has 
this in mind may be the reason for 
the finale scene, in which Miss With- 
ers attends a dance considerably 
glamourized in evening gown, hair- 
do and makeup. 

Per usual, Miss Withers also has 
one song, ‘I Yi Yi Yi Yi,’ and she 
delivers it okay in a jitterbug con- 
clave in a record store. Exemplify- 
ing a jitterbug, she also gets a crack 
at the trap drums and bangs them 
in approved jive style—lcud if not 
good. 

Story doesn’t cut any corners in 
getting to a simple point. Miss With- 
ers is in the awkward stage and a 
household pest to her glamour sis- 
ter (Cobina Wright, Jr.), her jitter- 
bug brother (Jack Searl) and social- 
ly-conscious mother (Katharine Alex- 


anger). However, she’s pal to her 
father (Cecil Kellaway) and their 
housekeeper (Jane Darwell), plus 


being the bane of Buddy Pepper’s 
romantic existence. Miss Wright 
sets out to hook Bruce Edwards and 
the kid sister continuously gets in 
the way, but in the end helps the 
society blonde nab her man, as well 
as extricating her father from a 
financial jam through Richards’ old 
man, played by Douglas Wood, seen 
briefly. 

It’s Miss Withers’ picture all the 
way and she does her usually good 
job. Film also is the best job yet 
done by Miss Wright, who is photo- 
graphed here more flatteringly than 
in the past. She’s stil] stilted in her 
delivery of dialog, but that'll prob- 
ably unkink itself in time Sear], 
who has dropped the ‘Jackie’ since 
getting out of the kid villain class, 
evidently got his hair cut in the dark 
and his headpiece almost looks like 
a toupee. His acting, however, 1s 
okay. Edwards looks like a likely 
romantic interest for films, but could 
loosen up, and Pepper and Margaret 
Early do well in their teen-age roles. 
Kellaway, Miss Alexander and Jane 
Darwell perform neatly. 

Direction is nicely paced, although 
the film is overlong for dual sup- 
port. Camera work is average. 

Scho. 


SOUTH OF TAHITI 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Oct. 18 








Universal release of George Wagener 
production, Stars Briar Donlevy; features 
Broderick Crawford, Andy Devine Maria 
Montez. Directed by Wagener. Screene 
play by Gerald Geraghty; story by AInse 
worth Morgan: camera, Woody Bredell; 
film editor, Frank Gross Song by Frank 
Skinner and George Wagener Previewed 
at Alexander, Glendale, Oct. 17, ‘41 Run- 
ning time: 375 MINS. 

OD oi 6060 5b06006000556000%%@ Brian Donlevy 
ChUcK .. .cvcscccoscceess Broderick Crawford 
Moose scceces--- Andy Devine 
BEGUM. oki cccseesecoaceces ces Maria Montez 
Cat. TAMPRIN. voces eeboesaes Henry Wilcoxon 
High Cibe€. .ccvccnesccerccecss H. B. Warner 
EL 6 £4 6064 0n0S6005 6460680860402 Armida 
Tahawa.., .. Abner Biberman 
MUBRR. .cccccvccedecesecceewss Ignacio Saenz 
PON ibne 4000690650600 0458 Frank Lackteen 

For the first several minutes 


‘South of Tahiti’ indicates that it will 
rib the usual formula of shipwrecked 
sailors on a South Sea isle. This 
might have been the purpose of the 
scripters, but he stubbed his toe on 
a big tropical clam to detour into 
silly and ludicrous routines which 
curdle with the usual and trite situ- 
ations. Picture falls apart like ® 
studio prop and will have to be con- 
tent with unimportant pickup book 
ings in the subsequent duals. 

Brian Donlevy, Broderick Craw 
ford and Andy Devine comprise @ 

(Continued on page. 22) 
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Holdovers Slow Chi But ‘Foxes’ Big 
$14,000 on 2d Wk.; ‘Havana’ Dualed 
Slick 156, Limited Plus Unit 176 





Chicago, On. — 
t many new pictures in the loop 
Poa and the result is a drop in 


s receipts. good weekend, 
eves, helped. Sharp influx of 
eople for the Northwestern- 


ichigan game boosted boxoffice biz 
ee oiight. Chicago holds over 
‘Nothing But the Truth,’ which is do- 
ing okay despite the fairish notices 


and weak word-of-mouth. Beb 
Hope’s current popularity is a big 


l 7 . . . 
Palace continues brilliantly with a 
double feature headed by ‘Little 
Foxes.’ Fernmes ere crowding in for 
this one. Film drew rave reports 
from the dailies which is distinctly 
in its favor at the wickets. _ 

State-Lake is currently in its last 
week as a vaudfilm house. Friday 
(24) it goes into a first-run solo fea- 
ture policy with ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB). Simultaneously the n 
double-feature Oriental will switch 
to a vaude-pictures policy to take 
advantage of this vaude demise... 

United Artists is dragging with its 
second session of ‘Jekyll and Hyde.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Retirement’ (Col). Opened coldly 
and not likely to garner more than a 
mild $5,000. Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 


(20th), finished third excellent week | 


in loop at a bright $4700. 

Chicago (BK) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and stage show. Bob Hope holding 
up interest for an okay $29,000 cur- 
rently, after a fine $38,200 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Tropics’ (WB). Not much for this 
Constance Bennett filler and will be 
satisfied with mildish $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col), finished 
one-week holdover in this tiny house 
for a good enough $5,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par). Headed for all 
right $7,500 in its final straight film 
week. Goes to vaudfilm Friday (24). 
Last week, ‘Harmon’ (Col) and ‘Life 
Begins Hardy’ (M-G) came up with 
a good $8,100. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66 )— | 
‘Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire Baby’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). After having 


smashed through in initial session to 
a bang-up $19,300, pictures are get- 
ting excellent $14,000 on holdover. 
Will go a third week easily. 
Roosevelt (B&K) 11,500; 35-55-65- 


75) —Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). About the 
best double feature strength this 


house has had in some time, sturdy 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col) 
and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), so-so 
$9,600. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 


‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ unit on stage. 
Combination is going along nicely 


for a happy $17,000. Last week, ‘Fly- 
ing Blind’ (Par) and ‘Spices of 1941’ 
unit on stage healthy $18,600. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 


$5-55-65-75) — ‘Jekyll’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Won’t stay long. Was not 
strong in first week at $13,200 and 


will hardly top $9,000 currently. 


Holdovers Clutter Up 
Mrls.; ‘Kane’ $4,500 In 
Second, ‘Honky’ Big 86 


Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 

Most important current offerings 
are a pair of holdovers, ‘Honky Tonk’ 
and ‘Citizen Kane,’ but business con- 
tinues to hold to its higher levels. 
With ‘The Feminine Touch,’ sole 
newcomer of note, a nice 
Play. 


Both 


getting 
the Clark Gable at 
Welles’ pictures hit swell figures, 
Honky Tonk’ being outstanding. 
This Woman Is Mine,’ at the Gopher. 
has met a mixed reception 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-28)— 
“Mob Town’ (TU) and ‘Tillie Toile,’ 
(Col). Okay $1,300 Last week, 
Blondie Society’ (Col) and ‘Flying 
High’ (Par), good $1,500 in five days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600: 28-39-44)— 
itizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
oved here after thumpins week at 
Orpheum. Headed for big $4,500. 
ast week,. ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) (2d 
Wk), good $3.200 after nice $8,300 
first week at State. 


id Orson 


face’ (UA) and ‘Gambling Daughter’ 
(Indie), both reissues. 
ast week. ‘Art of Love’ 
and ‘Bedroom Diplomat’ 
800d $1,400 in 10 days. 
Gopher (P-S) (998: 28)—‘This 
Woman Mine’ (U). Much difference 
Of opinion on film. Mild $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). Big 
$3.900 in eight days. 
Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44 )— 
eminine Touch’ (M-G). Well-liked 
comedy but only fairish $5.500. Last 


(French) 
(Indie). 


week, ‘Citiz ’ i 
$9.00. Itizen Kane’ (RKO), big 
State (P-S) (2300: 28-39-44)— 


‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (24 wk). Held 





now. 


Esquire (Berger) (290: 28)—‘Scar- | 


Mild $800. | 


_ 


over here after terrifie first week. 
Critics don’t like film, but public is 
flocking to it. Fine $8; after 
gigantic $12,000 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)—‘Life 
Begins Hardy’ (M-G). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Hefty $4,000 for 
nine days. Last week, ‘South Seas’ 
(Par), first neighborhood showing, 
mild $1,800 in five days. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Devil Dogs Air’ (WB re-issue). 
Fair $1,500. Last week, ‘Never Get 
Rich’ (Col) (2d wk), $2,000, good. 


YORK’ $30,000 
BALTO RECORD 


Baltimore, Oct. 21. 

There’s some bango doings here 
this week. New entries, ‘Sergeant 
York,’ is hanging up a smashing rec- 
ord breaker at the Stanley, while 
‘Father Takes a Wife,’ leaning heav- 
ily on supporting stage layout of 
Four Ink Spots and Louis Prima’s 
orch is ringing the bell at the combo 
Hipp. * Rest of town h.o. but extra 
steady all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Holding very satisfactorily at 
rugged $10,000, after mopping up 
smash $36,900 on first stanza, 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66 ) — ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO). Stage layout of The 
Four Inkspots and Louis Prima’s 
orch helping heavily to garner big 
| $18,000. Last week, ‘Ladies Retire- 
ment’ (Col) plus vaude, nice $14,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Solid h.o. at $10,000. 
Last week, same comedy, rousing 
$12,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
'44)—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Steady on third stanza with $5,500, 
after punchy total of $16,200 for pre- 
ceding two weeks. 








Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-44- 
55-66)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Sensa- 
tional doings with slightly upped 
scale helping towards a_ record 
breaker, terrific $30,000. Last week, 
‘New York Town’ (Par) nis.g. at 
$6,400, 


‘Smilin’ ’ $8,800, ‘York’ 
66 on 3d Wk., ‘Blues’ Mild 


Kansas City, Oct. 21. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Astor—Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (llth week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 23) 
Broadway—Dumbo’ (Disney). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 1) 
Capitol—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 17) 
Criterion—‘Buy Me That Town’ 
(Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 30) 
Glebe—‘Target for Tonight’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Music Hall—‘You’ll Never Get 
Rich’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Paramount—‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ (Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 30) 
Rialto—‘Ellery Queen and the 
Murder Ring’ (Col) (20). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 24) 
Rivoli—‘This Woman Is Mine’ 
(U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 27) 
Roxy—A Yank in the R.A.F.’ 
(20th) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 10) 
Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 23) 
Week of Oct. 30 
* Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (31). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney). 
(2d week). 
Capitol—‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 17) 
Paramount—‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ (Par) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘Never Give a Sucker 
an Even Break’ (U). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 8) 
Rivoli—‘How Green was My 
Valley’ (20th) (28). 
Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(3d week). 


Most N.Y. B.0.s Boffo; York’-Spitalny 
Hefty $45,000, ‘Texas'’-Ritzes Big 356, 
‘Money Fair $80,000, News Strike Felt 





Except for a couple operations, 
where a licking is being taken, the 
tone of business in the downtown 
New York area is good. However, it 
is felt that the newsdealer strike has 
caused some interference. Theatres 
are continuing their advertising in 
spite of curtailed results the linage 
is getting and agencies placing it are 
preparing to ask for rebates in ac- 
cordance with ABC circulation, on 
which rates are based. as against 
actual sales during the strike. 

New shows this week include ‘All 
That Money Can Buy,’ at the Music 
Hall, which gets only a week due to 
failure to pull ’em in bunches. It 
will end the seven days tonight at 
about $80,000, fair. 

Others include the sock bill at the 
second-run State, which goes first- 
run currently with ‘Texas.’ Ritz 
Bros. are at the house in person and 
their draught is accounting for much 
of the sizziing $35,000 or better be- 
ing recorded. 

A lesser run, the Globe, goes into 
the higher brackets for a change 
with ‘Target for Tonight,’ English- 
made documentary, which may hit a 
big $13,000 and holds. Film runs only 
48 minutes, enabling good turnover. 
Criterion, another sluff house, also 
has been in better shape during the 
past week. ‘Married Bachelor,’ on 
the seven days through last night 
(Tues.), got $9,000, way over average. 

‘Sergeant York,’ which made camp 
at the Strand Friday (17) with Phil 
Spitalny’s band on the stage, has 
been very strong from the start and 
may ease beyond the $45,000 mark. 











GABLE - TURNER 
WOW $25,000 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct, 21. 


excéllent. Picture played six weeks 
at the Astor this summer at $2 top 
and nine at the Hollywood on a con- 
tinuous basis at 75c and $1.10. It 
looks. like ‘York’ has enormous 
sustained strength and that Warners 
has judiciously handled it in N. Y. 
for maximum results. 


Paramount unveils a new show 
this morning (Wed.), ‘Nothing But 
the Truth’ ana Johnny Long, 
Andrews Sisters, others, in person. It 
could have retained ‘Hold Back 


Dawn’ and Xavier Cugat a fourth 
semester, based on the third week’s 
take of $42,000, but wants to get at 
some of the other Par films that have 
piled up and will shortly be needed 
by subsequent run recounts of the 





Boom’s still on locally, only more 
so, and it looks like best October in| 
years. Figures for the most part are | 
hitting, and in some cases even go-| 
ing beyond boom-time levels. Miss- 
outs have become few and far be-| 
tween. 

This week it’s ‘Honky Tonk’ at the} 





| 


| 


Penn that’s leading the parade and| 
will stick at this house for second | 


stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)—| 
‘Started Eve’ (U). Great set of no- 


Annual week-long American Royal tices for the new Durbin starrer,| 


livestock and horse show is giving | and it’s doing well at $7,000. 
|agement has visions of three weeks. 


theatres some heavy competition, but 
is bringing many visitors to 
Theatres are responding with 


t also 


town 


1a bevy of new bills in contrast to 
llast week’s long list of extended 
runs. 

‘Smilin’ Through’ as top half of 
jual bill at the Midland and ‘Un- 
finished Business’ in the Fox-Mid- 


west’s Uptown and Esquire solo are 
best of new entries, both good, but 
lnot outstanding. ‘Sergeant York’ is 
creating notice by going into a third 
week at the Orpheum at advanced 


| prices, a distinct novelty for this 
town. : 
Estimates for This Week __ 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 


west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)—‘Un- 


finished Business’ (U), solo in both 
houses. Holding a steady pace for a 
good 7,000 Last week ‘Yank 
RAF’ (20th) eased off some for six 


davs at okay $4,500 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
|_‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
ldare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G) Pair 
ldue for better than average $8,800, 
with help from American Royal. 

Last week. ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
|‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) (2d wk), fancy 
| $8.000. 
| Newman (Paramount) 
| 98-44)—‘Smiling Ghost’ 
week, combined with 

(WR) in its second week. Ordinary 

|$6.000. Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB), solo $6,800, favorable first 
| week. 
Ornheum (RKO) (1.500: 15-40-55) 
‘Sot. York’ (WB) Gd wk). Looks 
| for $6.000. extremely gratifying and 
| beats manv first weeks. Last week 
(serond), $8.000. nifty. 

Tower (Joffee) (2.110: 10-30) — 
'‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep) with 
| vaude on stage, Smiley Burnette first 
'two days and Hoosier Hot Shots last 
|fve devs as headliners. Average 
| $7.500. Last week. ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ 

(Ren) on screen with Horace Heidt’s 
orchestra on stage at 50c top ran up 
415.900 to top anything this house 
| hac had in two years under Barney 
| Toffee. 


(1,900; 10- 
(WB). first 
‘Navy Blues’ 


Man- 


Fulton will run out every hit this 
season due to meagerness of its 
product allotment. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) in four| 
days, $2,700, alright. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
|50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Just a 
wow, that’s all. Crix were luke- 
warm, but where Gable and Turner 
are concerned crix don’t mean a 





thing. Cracking attendance records 
and only regular scale keeping it 
from a new money mark. Looks like 
about $25,000, enormous. Last week, 
second of ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) at 
advanced prices, $19,500 


Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-40-50) 
—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk). Set 
a house record, $12,000, opening ses- 
sion, but falling off sharply on h.o 
Will get around $6,500 Comes out 
tonight (Tues.) for ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep), which management is anxious 
to get in at once, seeing as how it 


will be more or less a trailer for en 


|gagement of ‘Ice-Capades,’ which 
Harris interests also control, at Gar- 
den arena next month. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par) and ‘Highway West’ 
(WB). Current twinner will be 
lucky to grab $1,600. Last week, 





‘Lives Not Enough’ (WB) and ‘Par- 
son Panamint’ (Par), slightly better. | 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) | 
—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and Benny 
Meroff in ‘Funzafire.” Looks like| 
close to $17,000, which isn’t bad con-| 
sidering fact that stage show is most 
inexpensive WB deluxer has had in| 
some time. Last week, ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G) and Jimmie Lunce- 
ford-Bill Robinson, great $23,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-44-65) — 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (3d wk. down- 


town). Moved here after fortnight 
at Penn. Will set new record for) 
h.o. picture here, with at least} 
$12,000, sensational. in sight. It 


sticks again here and may move to 
Ritz. Last week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO). weak $3,000. 


|Cap is 


company around N. Y. 

‘Yank in R.A.F.’ is remaining a 
fifth round at the Roxy in view of its 
excellent staying powers, this week 
(4th) looking for possible $38,000. 
also holding over ‘Honky 
Tonk’ further, although it is short of 
sensational at the theatre, this week 
(3d) appearing about $22,000, only 
fairish. 


on stage, Johnny Long orch, An- 
drews Sisters, Larry Adler, others. 
Final trip with ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par) and Xavier Cugat was $42,000, 
very strong, following second week’s 
take of $51,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)—‘All 
That Money Can Buy’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Originally ‘Devil and 
Daniel Webster,” this one was 
screened for exhihs under the title 
of ‘Here Is a Man.’ Not a big draw, 
but okay here at $80,000 or over and 
will be replaced tomorrow (Thurs.) 
by ‘You’ll Never Get Rich’ (Col). 
Last week, second for ‘It Started 
with Eve’ (U), $87,000, very good. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
‘Ellery Queen and Murder Ring’ 
(Col). Came in Monday (20) after 
lacklustre showing of ‘Flying Cadets’ 
(U’ at $5,000. ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) 
up ahead, was $5,200. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85 )— 
‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U) (2d wk). 
House is having a struggle with this 
one, only about $10,000 being 
glommed on holdover after first 
week of $15,000, poor. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ (20th) opens Tues- 
day night (28), preem proceeds go- 
ing to the Navy Relief Society. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Yank’ (20th) and stageshow (4th 
wk). Sound $38,000 on the way this 
week (4th) and will not call it quits 
until a fifth has been played. Last 
week (3d), resounding $47,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Texas‘ (Col) and Ritz 
Bros. on stage. Ritzes are providing 
smash support for the film, in here 
first-run, and may top very juicy 
$35,000. Last week ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (M-G) (24 run? and vaude 
layout with Joe Frisco, Maxine Sulli- 
van, others, $26,090, fine. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘York’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny. 
Combined draw of picture, virtually 
on third-run here, and the Spitalry 
band means a take of $45.000 or bet- 
ter, plenty substantic’. Bevins sec- 
ond week Friday (24). Last week, 
holdover of ‘Maltese Falcon‘ (WB) 
and Jan Savitt $32,000, good. 





Omaha Upbeat Boosts 
‘RAF’ to Hefty $10,590; 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ Neat &6 
aes Oct. 21. 
Business jumped ahead this week 


with a swell $10.500 in prospect at 
the Orvheum for ‘Yank in the R.A.¥.’ 





Rivoli is having a difficult time of | Plus “Dressed to Kil!’ while the 
it with ‘This Woman Is Mine.’ The | Qmaha with ‘Smilin’ Through’ and 
first week dropped to $15,000 and | Whistling in the Dark’ is doing fine 
this week (2d) $10,000 looks tops. | business. Brandeis is holding its own 
Picture is being held until Oct. 28, | with , roxas and ‘Ladies in Retire- 
when ‘How Green Was My Valley’ | ment. 
comes in, Estimates fer This Week 

‘Dumbo’ has a benefit opening to-| Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 10-30- 
morrow night (Thurs.) at the Broad- | 49) ‘Yank RAF” (20th) and 
way, with continuous run policy at| ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Very swell 
pop prices startin” the following day. | $10,500. Last week, ‘Married Bache- 

Estimates for This Week — lor’ (M-G) with Johnnv ‘Scat’ Nevis 
- Astor (Loew 5) (1,012; 35-55-85- | band and stage show, fine $14,500 at 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) | 99.49.55 
(11th wk.) Last week (10th), $7,-|~ ne . ; 
500, mild. ‘Chocolate Soldier’ | Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 
(M-G). at same scale, is scheduled ‘Smilin Through’ (M-G) | and 
to open Oct. 31 ‘ | ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G). Neat $8,060 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- | OF better. Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ 


75-85) — ‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney ) 
preems here tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) with proceeds for the bene- 


fit of the Vocational Service for 
Juniors Regular run, on continu- 
Jus basis, begins the following day. 
4 pre preview is being held to- 
night (Wed.). ‘Fantasia’ (Disney), 
twice daily at $2 top, closed a 49-| 
week run Saturday night (18),| 
grossing over $800,000 on the en- 
gagement. 

Capitol ‘Loew's (4,820; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(3d wk.). From the start here has 
not been so strong, but is at least 
steady. This week around $22,000, 


after topping $25,000 last stanza (2d). 
It’s being tethered here for another 
days, with ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G) now set for Thursday (30). 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662: 35-44- 
55-75)—‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par) 
moves in this morning after very 
solid week of $9,000 with ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Title no doubt 
helped. In ahead, ‘Tanks a Million’ 
(UA). $6,509, fair. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB). Factual 
air raid over Ger- 


account of an 
real b.o. magnet; points 


seven 


many is a 
to $13,000, double the house average. 
Holds over. Last week, ‘Law of 
Tropics’ (WB). a dud, $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 26-35-44-55- 
66-75)—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d 
run) and ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U) 
(lst run), dualed (2d-final wk.). In 
double harness. for two weeks and 
doing well at probable $10,000 cur- 
rently, after hitting $15,700 the first 
seven days. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
}99)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and, 


| (WB) and ‘Flying Blind’ (Par), fair 

| $7,500. 

| Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40 )>—Texas” (Col) and ‘Ladies 
in Retirement’ (Co!) a healthy $5,009. 


Last week, ‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) 
and ‘Harmon of Michigan’ (Col) a 
| big $6,200. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 25-35)— 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Life Be- 
gins Hardy’ (M-G) split with ‘Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (UA), ‘Naval Academy’ 
| (Col) and ‘Antonio Rose’ (U), oke 
| $1,100. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ 
| (WB) and ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) 
|split with ‘Land Liberty’ (M-G), 
i*Young Lady’ (20th) and ‘Bachelor 
| Daddy’ (Col), pretty good $980. 


Town (Goldberz) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Jesse James Bay’ (Rep), ‘Rags 
Riches’ (Rep) and ‘Sis Hopkins’ 


(Rep) triple split with ‘Rider Rio’ 
(Cap), ‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and 
‘Apache Kid’ (Rep), ‘Long Voyage 
Home’ (UA), ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), 
fair $1,000. Last week, ‘Raiders 
Desert’ (U), ‘Angels Broken Wings’ 
(Rep) and ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
triple split with ‘Passage Hong Kong’ 
(WB). ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par), ‘Hurry 
Charlie, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB), good 
$1,200. 

Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Life Begins Hardy’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA), ‘Antonio Rose’ (U) and ‘Re- 
pent Leisure’ (RKO), above ordinary 
$1.300. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB) and ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) 
split with ‘Land Liberty’ (M-G), 
‘Young Lady’ (20th) and ‘Bachelor 
Daddy’ (Col). good $1.100, 
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. prove its the year’s top 


AUDIENCE-APPROVAL HiT! 


% § out of & cities tlash the identical box-office story! “Second 


day bigger than first .. . third day bigger than second... 
fourth day biggest of all!” 


If it had happened in one spot, it might be just a happy acci- 
dent! But it happened the same week In 8 out of 8... and the 
only answer to that is a GREAT AUDIENCE-APPROVAL PICTURE! 


“A tense and engrossing show. It’s as fresh as “A fine box-office attraction . . . fast-moving, action 
a newspaper headlines. Terrific suspense and action!” filled story, crammed with adventure, suspense and 
— Liberty Magazine exciterent.” — Motion Picture Daily 
“Has tremendous appeal for the masses. Timely, 
interesting drama with a fascinating background!” “Exciting and entertaining melodrama. Should be 
% . — Showmen’s Trade Review business getter in every type of theatre.” — Variely 


ROCHESTER 


Warner's Avon | , 
UTICA Edward Suall 
Loew's State presents 


PROVIDENCE 


etd Att George Ilona Basil 
SAN FRANCISCO BRENT x MASSEY - RATHBONE 





Loew's Majestic 


BRIDGEPORT 


= “Gy TERWATIOWAL Lady 


Loew's State 


SYRACUSE 










Gene Lockhart-Marjorie Gateson-George Zucco- Martin Kosleck 


Directed by Tim Whelan + Screenplay by Howard Estabrook 
From an original story by E. Lloyd Sheldon & Jack DeWitt 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 


and This Weeb watch her in more than a hundred cities from coast to coast! . 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 11 





‘Sot. York’ Smash 


$30,000 in Frisco: 


‘Havana Nifty NG, Foxes 166 on H.0. 





San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

enty of high-powered ammuni- 
Pa lined up this week to buck the 
nine-day personal appearance of Bob 
Hope at the auto show in Civic Au- 
ditorium which began Saturday (18). 
Most important entry is Sergeant 
York’ single, featuring at the War- 
field on upped tariff of 50c to 5 p.m., 
and 65c at night. May hit $32,000, 
which is landoffice business. 

Also above average 1 ‘Weekend 
in Havana,’ bringing p ity to 
the Fox. Extraordinary biz is be- 
ing done by the Golden Gate on the 
holdover of ‘Little Foxes,’ which is 
topping ‘Citizen Kane.’ A_ third 
week is almost certain. Consider- 
able credit is given supporting stage 
pill, rated as having popular appeal. 
Orpheum is getting some money out 
of ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ on a sec- 
ond session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) — 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Rid- 
ers Purple Sage’ (20th). Off to a big 
start and should grab a nifty $20,000. 
Last (2d-final) week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th) and ‘Aldrich President’ (Par), 
big $13,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—'Little Foxes’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Holdover is topping second 
week of ‘Citizen Kane’ for an amaz- 
ing $16,000, with vaude getting con- 
siderable credit due to presence of 
Pansy Sanborn, Elizabeth Talbot- 
Martin and Gautier’s Bricklayers. 
Last week, whammo $21,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50) —"Never Get Rich’ (Col) and 
‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Still attracting interest with okay 
$6,200 in sight. Last week, same 
combo got nifty $11,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.470: 35-40- 
50)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘World Premiere’ (Par) (2d wk). 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
fs. See $1,808,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 174 thea- 

tres, chiefty first runs, including 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
OT OS re $1,766,000 

(Based on 27 cities, 179 theatres) 


RAF $20,000 
DET. LEADER 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 

With the two big first-runs holding 
their bills a second week, biz here is 
on the upswing as Detroit goes 
through another spasmodic spend- 
ing spell. Reversing the usual pro- 
cedure here, which sees the two top 
houses move over their product 
weekly, the three smaller houses in 
the loop have the fresh product cur- 
rently. United Artists is booming 
with ‘Honky Tonk’ and ‘Dr. Kildare’s 
Wedding Day.’ th Paims-State 
with ‘Underground’ and ‘Devil Dogs 
of Air’ and Adams with ‘Badlands of 
Dakota’ and ‘Mob Town’ will hit 
above average. 

Fox will do better than average 
with a second week of ‘Yank in 
| R.A.F.’ and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ after 
ia smash $35,000 last week. Michi- 
| gan is continuing ‘Nothing But the 




















This one slowly fading. only $5,500! truth’ and ‘Buy Me That Town.’ 


on five days. Last week, 
took modest $12,000 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (move- 
over). First week here is the fourth 
week on the street but this single 
biller still will pick up an okay 
$5,500. Last (moveover) week. ‘Hold 
Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Buy That Town’ 
(Par) wound up third stanza on 
Market with meek $4.500. 

United Artists (UA-Blumerfeld) 


(1,100: 35-40-50) — ‘International 
Lady’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA). Still a struggle here, possibly | 


around $6,500. Last (2d-final) week. 
‘Lydia’ (UA) faded away to a sad 
$4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 50-65)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB). With prices 
upped, this exploitation special 
meshed into high gear from the 


opening hour for what looks like a 
rip-snorting $30,000. They'll need 
trucks to hall the stuff awav 


Tonk’ (M-G), splendid $12.000. 


BACHELOR’ $10,000 IN 
PROV: ‘YANK’ 12 H.° 


Providence, Oct. 21. 

Providence is steady though not 
too bright this week, Looking tops 
are ‘Yank in the R.AF.’ at Majestic 
in second week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
at Strand, and ‘Little Foxes,’ also in 
second week at RKO Albee. ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ at Loew’s 
fairly good. 


Estimates fer This Week 





Albee (RKO) (2.200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Nice 
$7,500 after knocking off grand 


$10,000 in opener. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
Down San Diego’ (M-G) (2d run). 


Not bad $2,900. Last week, ‘Honky 
onk’ (M-G) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
UA) (3d downtown wk), swell 

$3,600. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50) 

‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th) and 

vaude, Good $6,500. Last week, 


‘Private Nurse’ (20th) and Lya Lys 
and vaude on stage, nifty $7,000. 


‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Cracked 
pod (20th) (2d wk). Swell $12,000. 
ast week, same pair, zowie $15,000. 


55)—Tommy Tucker’s orchestra on 
Stage and ‘Federal Fugitives’ (PRC). 
Swell $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) 
‘International Lady’ (UA) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G). Good $10,000. 


and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), nifty 
$14,000. 


Capades’ (Rep). 
hereabouts and pacing house to trim 
$9,500. Last week, ‘New York Town’ 


i 
j 


$7,500. 


same pair | 


this | 
week. Last (3d-final) week. ‘Honky | 


State, is| 





Estimates for This Week 


| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) | 


—Badlands Dakota’ (U) and ‘Mob 
Town’ (U). Good $6,500. Last week, 


‘Our Wife’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘Burma | 


| Convoy’ (U), fair $6,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-45- 


55)—Yank R.A.’ (20th) and ‘Moon-| UP to 
| 


ight Hawaii’ (U), (2d wk). Choice 
| $20,000 in sight following last week’s 
| huge $35,000. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 40-45-55 )—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Buy That Town’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Carrying on for a good $14,000 after 
$17,000 last week. 

Palms - State 
(3,000; 


(United 
40 - 45 - 55) — ‘Underground’ 


| (WB) and ‘Devil Dogs Air’ (WB). 
Nifty $10,000. Last week, ‘Hold 
| Dawn’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Sign of 
| Wolf’ (Monc), fair $8,500. 

United Artists 
(2.000; 40-45 -55)— ‘Honky 


| (M-G). 


| 
| 
i 
| 
} 


| Ghost’ 
|third lap, over $10,000. 


| Tonk’ (M-G). 
__|Yring up 
Detroit) | ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and ‘World | 





| Town’ 
(United Detroit) | week, ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and} 
Tonk’ | ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), $7,500. 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ | 


‘Yank RAF’ $9,000 In 
Port.; ‘Honky’ Great 34 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 21. 

Holdovers holding their own, with 
‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ still pulling 
at the Mayfair and ‘Honky Tonk’ fill- 
ing the small ‘UA on its third session. 
‘Yank in R.A.F.” at Orpheum and 
Bob Hope’s ‘Nothing But Truth’ at 
Paramount are running almost even 
for top business here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Single-billed for good enough $5,500. 
First week robust $8,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and 
‘Never Get Rich’ (Col). A fifth 
stanza for ‘Jordan’ with m.o. of ‘Rich’ 
for third go. Big $3,500. House goes 
legit for ome week. Fourth week of 
‘Jordan’ and ‘Scattergood Meets 
Broadway’ (RKO), satisfactory $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th). Single shot soaring to strong 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Never Get Rich’ 
(Col) and ‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col), 
closed second week for big $4,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par). Terrific $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th), nice $7,000, 
and moved to Music Box. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) —‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still going strong for great 
$6,300. Second week did well in this 
small spot, sturdy $6,000. 


BUFF. BOFFO; 
TONK,’ $15,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 21. 











Intl Lady’ $20,200 


in 2 L.A. Spots; 


Foxes $19,700 Ditto 2d Wk., Kane’ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ena $325,500 


(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


PS a ES eee $424,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘YORK’ 316,000 














Denver, Oct. 21. 

‘Sergeant York’ at the Denver had 
no trouble topping local first runs, 
with upped admissions helping. Film 
goes to the Aladdin for a second 
week. ‘Nothing But Truth’ at Den- 
ham is still strong on its second ses- 
sion, and holds a third. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), after a 
week at the Denver. Good $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F” (20th), 
after week at Denver, nice $5,000. 





Current stanza is definitely another | 
one for the b.o. book, with glittering | 
new and holdover film fodder spin-| 
ning wickets and boosting the coin) 
numerals to ceiling altitudes. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is shaping up as a| 
riproaring grosser at the Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 35-55) — 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Buy 
Me Town’ (Par) (2d wk). 
nifty $10,000. Last 
sweet $15,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) | 
—Yank RAF.” (20th) and ‘Smiling 
(WB) (3d wk). Extra swell! 
Last week, | 


| 


week, | 


$12,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Honky 


lofty $15,000. Last week, 


Premiere’ (Par) (2d run), neat} 


Holding ; 


Smacko tugger should Falcon’ 


chute Battalion’ 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Parachute 
Battalion’ (RKO), after a week at 


the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), fair 
$2,500, after week at Orpheum. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000, and stays a third 
stanza. Last week, same film did a 
big $13,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-50-60)— 
Set. York’ (WB). Socko $16,000, 
with higher scale helping but not 


holding back landoffice business. Last 


| week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 


‘Nine Lives Not Enough’ (WB), nice 
$12,000, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Gay 
(RKO). Okay $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Para- 
(RKO), fair $8,500. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 


7,000. | ‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) | Another Chorus’ (U). Superb $7,500. 


Mine’ (U) 
Good $8,000. 


—Woman Is 
(U). 


and ‘Mob/ Last week, ‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U) 
Last | and ‘Mob Town’ (U) good $6,500. 


Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Yank 


| R.A.F.’ (20th), after a week at each 


20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- | the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Murder 


Again despite the crixs, 44 \—‘No Greater Sin’ (U) and ‘Sons} by Invitation’ (Mono). Nice $2,700. 


Gable and Turner will gather a|O’ Guns’ (WB). Sex item will prob- | Last week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col), after a 


whooping $15,000. Last week, 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G), average $8,900. 


ably trap good $10,000. Last week, 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Ice- 


week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Cyclone Horseback’ (RKO), 
|Capades’ (Rep), good enough $6,000.| good $2,000. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Jeanette MacDonald, Deanna Durbin, Ilona Massey and Irene 


Some of the newer feature product is edging into 
the first runs as extended engagements of ‘Sergeant 


; . , good $10,000 in | 
York’ (WB), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), ‘Little Foxes Frisco, Washington 
(RKO), ‘Yank in the R. A. F. (20th) and ‘Citizen Mine’ (U) is disap 
Kane’ (RKO) are making openings in the major type hand, ‘One Foot in 
of houses. Latter group, however, retains the cream of ness in Washington and 
boxoffice returns in about the order of their listing. pated ‘Feminine 
Nothing quite so strong as the outstanding five is on not strong on the marquee 
the immediate horizon. Looks as if the congestion of somewhat below 
unreleased product, due to holdovers, will be lifted- ‘Smiling Througk" 
an encouraging prospect for thousands of subsequent Jeanette MacDonal 
run theatres whose supply of screen-fare was being ton, fair in Cincinr 


depleted. 


The promotional and publicity aids which have ac- 
numerous 
Mojestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)—/ editorials declaring it to be the full and complete 
answer to Senatorial charges that films are ‘warmon- 
gering,’ are contributing to its sensational business. 

: As reported by VARIETY correspondents in key cities, 
Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40- | ‘York’ is the hottest boxoffice film since ‘Gone With 
It is getting slightly advanced admission 
' prices everywhere, although not so high as the tap 
In ’Frisco, $30,000 
first week: Newark, new record, $28,000; Seattle, record, 
$16,500; Denver, sock 16G; Baltimore, record, $30,000. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G)| And _excelient holdovers in Kansas City, Pittsburgh 
[ and Los Angeles. 
‘Honky Tonk’ is standing up in holdover engage- 
; Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50) —/| ments in Cincinnati, Detroit, Washington, Minneapolis. 
Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and ‘Ice-| 


|erued to ‘York’ by virtue of 


the Wind.’ 


for ‘Gone.’ Figures tell the story. 


Los Angeles and Baltimore. 


Of the new releases, returns are scattered across a 
(Par) and ‘Flying Blind’ (Par), good | score of cities with insufficient bookings to justify is 
: Survey 


final and accurate ratings. 











u : ‘Yank’ and ‘Little Foxes’ 
Hope is a favorite| are flashing excellent returns, also. 


7 4th } 
strength ana 


weaknesses for the 


national Lady’ (UA) did a favorable $6,500 in Seattle, 


Touch’ 


Dunne, In New Films Appearing In Important First Runs 


same film. 


*erovidence, and under 
and Los Angeles. 


pointing in all spots 


average in 
‘This Woman Is 

On the other 
Heaven’ (WB) is doing good busi- 
promises better than antici- 
(M-G) is pleasing, although 

‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 
the usual Irene Dunne _ grosses. 
(M-G) is far from. the average 
d figures, doing poorly in Washing- 
lati, so-so in Providence and fading 


badly in a second week in Frisco. 


Others of scanty 
newspaper 
pti snc than the best of 
‘Badlands of Dakot 
(Col), very good, 
satisfactory. 


Broadway, New 


weeks. Producer’s 


the smail Four §S 


tributors generally 
competitive spots, 
proving success 


both 


reveals 











After nearly a year in consecutive first run at the 
York, 
departed at the end of 49 weeks, and is closing simul- | 
taneously at the Carthay Circle, Los Angeles, after 38 | 


couraging figure for premiere week. 
Exchanges welcome the increased movement of films 
as a likely stimulant to renewed buying activity. Dis- | 


until key cities had cleared the product. Experiment 


liquidating contracts 


returns include ‘Lydia’ (UA), just | 
previous Deanna Durbin vehicles; | 
a’ (U), exceptionally strong; ‘Texas’ 


and ‘Weekend in Havana’ 


(20th), | 


‘Fantasia’ (Disney-RKO) has | 


newest cartoon feature, ‘Dumbo,’ 


, 
moves in at both spots. 
‘Sundown’ (Wanger-UA) has hit a robust $7,200 in 


tar theatre, Los Angeles, an en- 


are encouraging bookings in non- 
heretofore delayed in their dates 





ful as a means of more rapidly 


DENVER ACER 


Sock 9146 at Pop Scale, ‘York’ in Sth 





. Los Angeles, Gct. 21. 

Crisp fall weather, loose bankrolls 
and lack of serious competition com- 
bined to give Los Angeles first-runs 
the best weekends they’ve had in 
months. Best in town is Paramount 
with $25,000 chalked up for the first 
week of Bob Hope’s ‘Nothing But 
the Truth,’ and goes a second. 


_State-Chinese combo did not fare 
too well with ‘International Lady’ at 
$20,200 considering prodigal spendin 
at other film houses. Exceeding ai 
expectations is the socko take of 
‘Citizen Kane’ at the Hawaii with 
$9,500 in the till. That’s important 
coin for this house and long lines 
forced operators into Saturday-Sun- 
day grinds from 10 o’clock in the 
morning. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is hanging up new 
house records as first-run moveover 
at the Wilshire and United Artists. 
‘Sergeant York’ at three houses still 
is getting a profitable take in fifth 
week. ‘Little Foxes’ also is in the 
black and gets a third week at Pant- 
ages and RKO. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,418: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(38th wk). Long run finally ending 
with final week (five days) promising 
good $7,000. Last week. oke $5,500. 

Beverly (WB) (1,600: 65)—‘York’ 
(WB). Moved in Thursday for 
simultaneous run with Hollywood 
and Downtown. No weekday mati- 
nees but still good for $6,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-44-55-75) — ‘International Lady’ 
(UA) and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ 
(20th). Topical subject with good 
buildup assures satisfactory $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘All-American Co-Ed’ (UA), healthy 
$14,900. 

Dewntown (WB) (1.800: 30-44-55- 
65)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Breaking all house records for first 
four weeks and fifth should romp in 
with strone $10,500. Last week, 
sound $12,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Sundown’ (UA). Following a 
gala preem Thursday (16), heading 
for excellent $7,200. Last week, 
“Yank R.A.F.’ (20th), fair $2,600 for 
fourth week (6 days). 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-44-55-75) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). With ter- 
rific buildup, including radio plugs, 
teasers and plenty of 24-sheets to 
peg this for a sustained run, opening 
biz assures sock $9,500 on first run 
in L. A. exchange territory at pop 
prices and continuous show policy. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55- 
65)—‘Segt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). Has 
lost little of its pull and looks geared 
for $7,300. Last week, trim $10,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Gentleman Dixie’ (Mono) and 
‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col) with 
Milt Britton’s, band and ‘Crazy 
Show’ on the stage. Fair $7,500 in 
sight. Last week Ozzie WNelson’s 
band with ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) 
and ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep), okay 
$8,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 


(2,034; 


‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). Strong 


interest with excellent start assures 
holdover take of $10,300. Last week, 


with ‘Sing Another Chorus’ (U), fat 
$15,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 


75)—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) with 
Johnny Richards band and stage 
show. Bob Hope heavy fave here, 
with indications for stout $25,000. 





| wk) and ‘Buy Me Town’ 
‘Inter- | 





Last week ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) (3d 
(Par) with 


Jay Whidden’s orch, checked in with 


$12,000 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘The Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Two Latins from Manhattan’ 
(Col) Should breeze in with neat 
$9,400. Last week ‘Foxes’ flanked by 
‘Sing Another Chorus’ (U), hand- 
some $15,200. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75 )—‘International Lady’ (UA) 
and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th- 
Fox). Not so strong at $11,200. Last 


week ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘All- 
American Co-Ed’ (UA), smacko $20,- 
700. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


getting by; ‘It Started with Eve’ (U), something less | 30-44-55)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 


‘All American Co-Ed’ (UA). Move- 
over should yield slick $8,500. Last 
week ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Go 
Fast’ (20th), did so-so $3,200. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—FHonky Tenk’ (M-G) and ‘All- 
American Co-Ed’ (UA). Shaping for 
a big $8,500. Last week ‘Lady Be 
Good’ (M-G) and ‘Go Fast’ (20th), 
fair $4,200. 


Traffic Getting Thick 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Barry Nelson draws his first film 
lead in ‘China Caravan’ opposite La- 
raine Day at Metro, starting next 
week. 
Story about the Burma Road is a 


| Sam Marx Production, to be directed 
ib reorge RB Spit: 
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‘Padlands’ Plus Lunceford-Robinson 
$73,000 Cleve. Best; ‘York’ 166 on H.0. 








Cleveland, _— Z. 
ober is painting the boxoffices 
wee ohh broad flecks of gold. Bill 
Robinson and Jimmie Lunceford’s 
band, using ‘Badiands’ as a spade, 
are striking the richest lode at Pal- 
ace and swamping Artie Shaw’s 


k. 
iemergeent York’ is still booming at 
the Hipp on its second stanza even 
the State is able to realize a pretty 
penny on ‘Smilin’ Through.’ Hold- 
overs of ‘Little Fox’ at Allen and 
Stillman’s ‘Nothing But Truth’ axe 
not showing any break in solid b.o. 
rhythm. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Nailing down 
close to $5,000 on third round, with 
a grand $7,000 for last week. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—Another Chorus’ (U) and ‘Kid 
Kansas’ (‘U}. Nice $1,500 for four 
days. Last week ‘Mystery Ship’ 
(Col) and ‘Wide Open Town’ (Par), 
fair $900 for three days. 

Cirele (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘King Zombies’ 
(Indie). Nice $2,100. Last week 
‘Highway West’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA) (2d run) steamed 
in with $2,200. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 44-50-60-66 } 
—‘Set. York’ (WB). Super-adjec- 
tives used on this one and turnout is 
colossal. Advanced prices keeping 
up second week to a bang-up $16,000, 
after whamming out $23,000 on last 
lap. Every indication for a third 
chapter seen. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) with Bill 
Robinson-Jimmie Lunceford stage 
combo. Packing a_ triple-punch, 
strong $23,000. Last “week ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘Beachcombers’ nit 
spurted to $18,000, good. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Very 
sour notices not stopping the femmes 
from building matinees to pleasant 


$13,000. Last “week ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par), above okay mark at 
$13,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
55—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Bob Hope’s home-towners 
ably supporting it to tune of $6,000, 
smart. Last week ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.) socko $8,000. 





Auto Giveaways Aid 
Seattle; ‘York’ $16,500, 
‘Yank’ $7,500 on 2d Wk. 


; Seattle, Oct. 21. 
; Biz is gaga over the weekend and 
then dips off. 
Music Hall opening Saturdays and 
Sundays with revivals, dual. at regu- 
lar prices, and the Winter Garden go- 
ing single bill over the same two 


days, and then double featuring. Car | 


Biveaways are _ boosting 
major houses this week. 
; ‘Kane’ held up only two 
Nothing But Truth’ wound up two 
big weeks at Paramount. ‘Yank in 
the R.A.F.’ helds over at Fifth. hav- 
ing plenty of pull. Best exploitation 
s for ‘Sergeant York’ at Orpheum, 
with billboards, radio, increased and 
advance newspaper ads and army 
camps being circularized. : 


trade at 


— 


‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Life Caroline’ 
(RKO) (2d run). Okay $2,700. Last 
week (30-40-58), ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), 
and ‘Down Diego’ (M-G), $3,100, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Fog’ 


(WB) (2d run). Good $2,600. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), smart 


‘Havana’ Hotsy $12,000 
In Cincy; ‘Smilin’ ’ 106, 
‘York’ $8,000 in 4th Wk. 


5 Cincinnati, Oct. 21. 

Biz currently at ace houses is 
holding even with b.o. upbeat that 
came with exit of warm weather. 
Ace pic grosser this week is ‘Week- 
end in Havana,’ putting the Palace at 
top here for second consecutive 
week, Close behind is ‘Smilin’ 











(Mono) and ‘Terror’ | 


That’s the réason for | 


weeks. | 


Through’ at the Albee. 

‘Sergeant York,’ advertised for its 
| fourth and final week at the Capitol, 
}is matching last week's hefty tug 
j}and may run five weeks. Combo 
| Shubert, with ‘Harmon of Michigan’ 
‘and Willie Howard heading the 

‘Beachcombers of 1942’ revue, is 

better after a-.dull fortnight. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 

‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Fairly 
|good $10,000. Last week, ‘Little 

Foxes’ (RKO), $11,000, below ex- 
| pectations, 
| Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk). Whammy 
| $8,000, same as last week (2d), Ad- 
| vertised as its 4th and final week, 
| film will hold for another week be- 
|cause of great biz. 
| “Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
| ‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) and ‘Voice in 
Night’ (Col), split with ‘Arizona 
| Bound’ (Mono) and ‘Hurricane 
Smith’ (Rep). Normal $2,000. Ditto 
last week with ‘Hurry, Charlie’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO), 


| divided with ‘Under Fiesta Stars’ 
|(Rep) and ‘Doctors Don’t Tell’ 
(Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Dull 
+ $3,500. Last 
1 (20th) (2d run), okay $5,000. 


Keith’s (Libson) 1,500; 30-40-50)— 
|‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). 
| from Palace for second week. 





. | like the leader. 
Transferred | on a dual bill, held over this week| Hypoed by 


‘INT'L LADY’-VAUDE 
N.G. $16,000 IN D. C. 


Washington, Oct. 21. 
Product is not so strong this week 





as last and grosses, consequently, are | 


less than sensational. The holdovers 
are getting the attention. Gable- 
Turner ‘Honky Tonk,’ at Palace, is 
sizzling in second weék and headed 
for third, a rarity at this house. 

‘One Foot in Heaven’ is the sur- 
prise, however. Because of subject 
matter, number of showmen doubt- 
ed its boxoffice value, but it’s now in 
its third downtown week, and looks 
headed for fourth term. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) ‘3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘International Lady’ (UA) plus 
vaude. Not heavy enough on mar- 
quee draw, light $16,000. Last week 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G), plus Hart- 
mans on stage, average $18,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d run). 
MacDonald name can’t counterbal- 
ance dated yarn. Poor $4,000. Last 
week ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) (2d run), 
ditto. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) plus vaude. 
Leading the town with good $18,500. 
Last week ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) 
and vaude, same. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—This 
Woman Mine’ (U). Fans’ answer is 
‘you can have her. Poor $6,500. 
Last week ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (3d 
wk), good $7,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (2d wk) 
(moveover). Third downtown week 
still solid, $7,500. Last week, excel- 
lent $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk). A 
boxoffice sizzler, heading for atleast 
$16,000 and looks to stay on. Last 
week great $22,000. 


‘Smilin’ * $34,500 
In 2 Hub Spots; 
‘Business 166 


Boston, Oct. 21. 
Although straight film houses are 
all doing perky biz here this week, 








week, ‘Yank R. A. F.’| the RKO Boston with Clifford Fisch- | 


er’s ‘Folies Bergere’ on stage looks 
‘Yank in the R.A LF.,’ 


, 





| 





= » Dull $12,000. 
‘Our Wife’ (Col) and 
Dark’ (M-G), good $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Law Tropics’ (WB). Big kid attend- 
ance plus lots of adults should add 
up to neat $13,500. Last week, ‘Mal- 
tese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO), nice $13,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Moonlight 
Hawaii’ (U). Great $13,500 antici- 
pated. Last week, ‘Bad Lands’ (U) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), fairly good 


, 


‘York’ Terrif $28,000 
Sets Newark Record; 
‘Foxes’ 156 Ho'dover 


Newark, Oct. 21. 

Biz on the terrific side, with ‘Ser- 
geant York’ setting a blistering pace 
with sweetest grosses town has seen 
since ‘Gone with the Wind.’ Open- 
ing at the Branford theatre, a War- 
ner 2,800-seater and the largest New- 
ark house, ‘York’ rang up a whammo 
first day and is heading for a sen- 
sational $28,000, toppling all previous 
house. records. 

Proctor’s is holding ‘Little Foxes’ 
for a strong second week after a 
bangup first stanza at $21,000, the 
season's peak at this house. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-40-44-55- 
65)—Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), and a 
stage show headed by Carl Hoff’s or- 
chestra and Simone Simon. Good 
$7,500 on three days. Last 


Last week, 








Cligton’s band on stage, sweet $8,500. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB). Sensational $28,- 
000 in its first week, most potent at- 





‘Whistling | 


‘Hurricane Smith’ (Rep) and Larry | 


| 


| 


‘York,’ $20,000, Doubles Philly Spot's 
Average; ‘Havana’ Bright $16,000 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
There's plenty of business on tap 


| for the current husky product. 


lat the 





Pacing the field is ‘Sergeant York’ 
Aldine. Also getting plenty 
of attention is ‘Weekend in Havana,’ 
which had two week’s advance ex- 
ploitation via a contest in the Philly 
Record, whereby the city’s most 
beautiful salesgal got a week’s free 
vacation cruise to the Cuban capital. 
Also in the heavy sugar is ‘Texas,’ 
Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 46-57-75) — 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Initialer at raised 
prices is getting socko $20,090, ex- 
cellent in view of the comparatively 
small seating capacity. It’s double 
the par for the house. Last week, 
‘Lydia’ (UA), sour $6,500 for hold- 
over canto. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—New Wine’ (UA). Okay $4,209 for 
nine days of initial showing. ‘Ladies 
Meet’ (M-G) starts second run today 
(Tues. ). 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) (2d wk), 
Satisfactory $10,000 for holdover, 


| Opener a bouncy $15,800. 


| 


Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Blondie Society’ (Col) with Char- 
lie Barnet orch. Only fairish $18,000, 


|Last week, combo of ‘Aldrich Presi- 
| dent’ (Par) and Sammy Kaye's crew, 


| nice $20,000. 
| Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68) — 
|*‘Weekend Havana’ (20th). Smart 


| promotion building this one up to 


ijnice $16,000. 


| 


|—“Never Get Rich’ 


second 
(20th) zingy 


Last week’s 

flight for ‘Yank R.A.F,.’ 

$13,500. 
Karlton 


(WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


(Col) (2d run). 


|Par by an eyelash with even $4,000. 
| Last week, ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), 


week |} 


disappointing $3,500 for second run. 


Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 55-46-57-68) 


|—Yank R.A.F.” (20th) (2d run). Still 
| bringing them in to tune of $5,000. 


| Last 


week, ‘Nothing - but Truth’ 


| (Par), husky $3,800 for six days of 


traction ever to play this house. Sure | 


bet for a three-week holdover or 
more. Last week ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB) and ‘Sing Another Chorus’ 


(U), neat $16,500. 

Capitel (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and ‘Badlands 
| Dakota’ (U) (2d run). Okay $3,500. 
| Last week ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Three Sons Guns’ (WB), all 
right $3,700. 
| Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)—‘No 
Greater Sin’ (University) (6th wk). 
newspaper campaign 





Sock | at the Par and Fenway making thé| headed for surprisingly good $3,700, 


| $7,000, theatres best figure in months. | equivalent of five consecutive weeks | after $4,000 last week. 


|Last week, ‘Started With Eve’ (U)| here (played one stanza at the Met). | 


on 


| (2d run), slow $3,000 
\ Lyric (RKO) ° (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Yank R. A. F’ (20th). Second 
switch for third week On main line. 
| All right $4.000. Last week, ‘Lady 
| Be Good’ (M-G) (3d run), no dice at 
| $2,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)- 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) leasing 
| $12,000. Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ 


(M-G), eight days, sensational $17,- 
|800 for Cincy’s tallest take in months, 
Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-44-60)— 
|‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col) and ‘Beach- 
| combers of 1942’ revue. Football pic 


and Willie Howard, flesh topper, a 
| b.o. aid for $12,500, good. Last week, 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and ‘Hol- 


lywood Sweater Girls’ unit, $10,000, 
disappointing. 


‘York’ Wham $16,500, 








holds over at the 
Keith Memorial and stood ’em up 
over the weekend. ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
is staunch at Loew’s Orpheum and 
State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) 
65)—‘Burma Convoy’ (U) 
‘Folies Bergere’ on stage. Heading 
for $20,500, very good. Last week, 
‘Sing Chorus’ (U) and Ted Lewis 
unit on stage, whipped up a beauti- 
ful $20,800. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 

‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Chan in 
Rio’ (20th). Good for around $6,509. | 
Last week same combo tuned up to| 


‘Little Foxes’ 


i socko $8,400. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


j 


Estimates for This Week 4 "yy 99 Mild 0G 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) Indpls.; Smilin ] 
ee: 30-40-58 —Nothing But Truth’ eae. 
Par) and ‘Aldrich President’ (Par) . 
(3d wk), hot from Paramount thea- Indianapolis, Oct. 21 
tre. Great $3,800. Last week. ‘Lady| ‘Sergeant York,’ showing single 
Be Good’ (M-G) (2d .wk), $2,600, | feature at Circle, has taken over the 
good. | downtown sector and is scoring a 
s Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)—| terrific triumph at 55¢e top. Loew’s,| 
Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Dressed to} dualling ‘Smilin’ Through’ and ‘Dr 
Kill’ (20th) (2d run). Slow $2,500.|Kildare’s Wedding Day’ is about 
Gnc week, ‘Life Begins Hardy’| average. Lyric, holding over ‘Yank 
pos and ‘Fog’ (WB), $2,100, slow.|in R.A.F.’ and ‘Chan Rio’ after 
Oe Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- | first showing at Indiana, is doing the 
Swell Peat R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk).| best week it’s had since the house 
$15,000" tonsa Last week, same film, | changed hands. Indiana, with ‘New 
—— wonderful and best in blue York Town’ and ‘Aldrich for Presi 
i den s low al with rec 
‘ Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58 )— | cui an i wii. 
International Lady’ (UA) and ‘Tillie| ~~ ae : 
Toile: (Col). Favorable $6.500. Last Estimates for This Week 
week, ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk), Circle (Katz-Doile) (2,600; 33-44- 
$4,700, good. |55)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Helped by 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— | advanced prices to terrific $16,500. 
ajor Barbara’ (UA). Mildish $2,600. week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) 


St week, ’ 
$2,900. Sood. (Par) (3d wk), 
my ~ ‘um (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 

st. York’ (WB). Magnificent $16,500. 
and a record for more than 10 years 
under present operation. Last week, 

avy Blues’ (WB) and ‘Nine Lives’ 
(WB), (2¢ wk), five days, good $4,500. 
wp  alomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-50)— 
Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Gentle- 


‘Dawn’ 


a Dixie’ (Mono), plus vaude. 
mood $5.000. Last week, ‘Law 
a (WB), plus stage, $5,400, 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
Peatachute Battalion’ (RKO) and 
father Takes Wife’ (RKO). Mild 
5,700. Last week, ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich President’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $7,500 swell. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 


| Last 
and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U), weak $6,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
140)—‘New York Town’ (Par) and 
|*Aldrich for President’ (Par). Poor 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Yank in R.A.F’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan Rio’ (20th), good 
$10,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 


‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding’ (M-G). Average 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ 


(M-G) and “Tanks Million’ (Col) (2d 
wk), good $9,400. 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
40)—Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
‘Chan Rio’ (20th) (2d wk). Held 


over from Indiana, good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par) (2d wk), held over from 
Circle, poor $3,500. 





| soft side, around $16,000. 





Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
40-44-55 )—"Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), hold- 
over. Dandy $18,000. Initial stanza 
whammed through with $24,800 

Metrepolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-55) ‘Unfinished Business’ 
and ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). 


| That Town’ (Par), $21,000, 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Tanks a Million’ (UA) Romping } 


towards $19,000, good Last week, 
‘Lady Be Goo’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ Col »), $18,800 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 30-40-44- 
55) Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Rio’ (20th), holdover Raking in 
$9,000 First week, sockeroo $14,000 

State (3.600: 30-40-44-55) Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks a Mil- 
ion’ (UA). Aiming at $15,500, good 
Last week, ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col), 
$15,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
44)—- ‘Blonde Singapore’ (Col) (st 


run) and ‘Man Couldn't Hang’ (Col) 
(revival). Around $4,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) and 
‘Real Glory’ (Par) (revival), $4,500. 





‘Foxes’ Nifty $13,500 
In J.C.; ‘Lydia, 12G 


Jersey City, Oct. 21. 





‘The Little Foxes’ is. bringing 
heavy business to the State this 
week. ‘International Squadron’ is 


catching good atiendance for the 
Stanley, but ‘Lydia,’ at Loew’s, is 
weak. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 


(3,200; 30-35-44-55- | 


with} 


(U)} 
On the} 
Last week, | 
|‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Buy 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
30-35-44-55) — ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par) (3d wk) and ‘Pittsburg Kid’ 


| (Rep) (2d wk). Mild $9,500. Turned 
{in a quiet $9,700 last week. House 
opens with ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) 
tomorrow (22). 

Procter’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Hurry, 
Charlie’ (RKO) (2d wk). Vaude 
| Monday and Tuesday nights. A po- 
i tent setup good for nice $15,000. Last 
|} week this duo, plus two 
vaude, smasheroo $21,000, 
high for house. 

State (Loew’s) 


(2,600; 28-33-44-55) 


third run. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 

‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Packing hefty holdover wallop at 
$19,000; virtually sure of another 
week. Opener got terrific $26,500 
|last week, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Texas’ (Col). Fine $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), 





nights of | 
season's | 


okay $5,000. 


‘Smilin’ ’ $8,500 in Solid 
L’ville; ‘Sst. York’ Big 
$7,000 on Return Date 


Louisville, Oct. 21. 

Cooler weather is sending patrons 
indoors, and downtown houses are 
doing better. Biz hereabouts blows 
hot and cold, according to paydays 
of many large defense plants. 

Stage shows are showing surpris- 
ing strength at the National, where 


| Bert Smith is producing his eighth 


‘Lydia’ (M-G) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
(Col). Pleasing $14,000. Last week 
‘Our Wife’ (M-G) and ‘Whistling | 


Dark’ (M-G), nice $14,000. 


York’ Fair $3,500 for 
| Linc.-H. 0.; Others Sag 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 21. 
‘Sergeant York,’ on h.o. fell to half 
iof first week’s take, but still had 
enough strength to pace uncertain 
business here. “Weekend in Havana’ 
standing up well at Stuart. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 


(750: 10-15-20) ‘Footlight Fever’ 
(RKO) and ‘Driftin’ Kid’ (Mono) 
plit with Murdet Invitation 
(Mono) and ‘G Man’ (Mono) 
Weak $800 Last week ‘Dreaming 
Loud’ (RKO) ‘and ‘Frontier Fury’ 
(PRC) split with ‘Deadly Game’ 
|} (Mono) and ‘Saddle Mountain’ 
(Mono). okay $900. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503 
25-40-55) —‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Second 
week at upped prices worth fairish 


| $3,500. Last week ‘York’ (WB). Mam- 
moth $7,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
1236: 10-25-30)—‘Dance Hall’ 
fand ‘Hello Sucker’ 
'*Bachelor Daddy’ (U) and 
|News’ (20th). So-so $1,600. Last 
| week ‘Streets Cairo’ (U) and ‘World 
|Premiere’ (Par) split with ‘Navy 

Blue, Gold’ (M-G) and ‘Dressed Kill’ 

(20th). Offkey $1,500. 
| Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884: 
| 10-30-44)—--Weekend Havana’ (20th). 
|'Surprisingly strong $3,300. Last 
| week ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par). 
| Fancy $4,000. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 

30-44)—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Despite 
|}unimpressive opening, biz generally 
pretty good. Looks toward deep 
black $2,900. Last week ‘Kane’ 
i (RKO). Tough competish held take 
down to strong $3,200. 





(1,- | 
(20th) | 
(U), split with | 
pet |and stage show. oke $4,500. 


i Jess 





weekly show. Girl line, a perma- 
nent feature, draws defense work- 
ers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) ‘Yank R.A.F.° 
(20th) and ‘Man at Large’ (20th). On 
moveover from Rialto, excellent $2,- 
500. -Last week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par), 

e $2.000 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 

Manpev ’ (WB) and ‘Navy Blue, 
Gold’ (M-G) Mild $1,600 Last 
week, ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Bad 
Men M yuri’ (WB), satisfactory 
$1,500 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Wedding Day’ (M-G) Ideal combo 
for the femme trade, good $8,500. 
I t week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Officer Lady’ (Col) (2d wk), okay 
$7.000 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 
15-33-46) Sgt. York’ (WB) Mak- 
ing quick return to this house at 

ice lightly above regular tariff. 
Pie had nice word-of-mouth on first 
engagement. Socko $7,000 on return 
this week. Last week, ‘Law Tropics’ 
(WB), mild $2,500 

National (Indie) (2,400: 35-50)~ 
‘Gambling Daughters’ (PRC) and 
‘Broadway Blushes’ stage show. 


Live talent shows are now giving the 
film houses some competish. Fine 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Blackout’ (UA) 


Rialto (Fourth Avenve) (3.400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Started With Eve’ (U). Take is 
than on previous Bob Hope 
films. Satisfactory $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Man 
at Large’ (20th), fine $12,000 and 
moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-20-40)—‘Aldrich President’ (Par) 
and ‘New York Town’ (Par). Combo 
held for 11 days. swell $7.000. Mason’s 
annual convocation taking house for 
three days starting today (21) and 
will open again Thursday (23) with 
‘Never Give An Even Break.’ 


(1.400; 
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Fox-West Coast's Acquisitions; 


Theatre 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 


Globe 500-seat subsequent house in 
San Pedro, bought by Fox-West 
Coast from Bryan Foy and W. H. 
Calloway. Remodelling and new 
equipment will cost about $10,000. 

Fox-West Coast is nearing comple- 
tion of a deal for the purchase of 
Bard’s Colorado, 1,700-seater in Pasa- 
dena. About $400,000 is involved, in- 
cluding land, building and improve- 
ments. 

Theatre will be converted into an 
all-loge, first-run preview house. 
United Artists theatre, current mem- 
ber of the Skouras chain used for 
first runs, would become a moveover 
rather than second-run house. 

Hy Peskay leased the 500-seat 
State in Redlands from Guy Vanden- 
burgh, who retains the realty, with 
Peskay purchasing the equipment. 
House formerly operated by Fox- 
West Coast. 

Operation of the Daly theatre. 500- 
seater, was taken over by D. B. Er- 
vine from Pat Paterson, to be run as 
a 15c subsequent. Paterson continues 





to operate the Brentwood on a sub- 


sequent policy. 
Philly Showmen’s Nov. 16 Show 
Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 

Showmen’s Club will hold its first 
benefit show at Fay’s Nov. 16 pro- 
ceeds to help needy within the in- 
dustry. 

Sam Gross branch manager of 
20th-Fox, named head of the film 
industry committee for Red Cross 
drive. ; 

Robert Lynch, chairman of film 
USO campaign, announced last week 





that a total of $80,000 has been col- | 
lected with 200 houses yet unheard | 


from. 


Fire Marshal Jacob Clinton and | 


IATSE Prexy Lou Krouse will be 


honored at a testimonial banquet by | N 


Film Row at the Ritz-Carlton, Oct. 
23. Ben Amsterdam is chairman of 
the banquet committee. 

Norman Lewis has left Hahne- 
mann Hospital, fully recovered. 
He’s prominent local indie exhib. 

Jack Beresin, head of Berlo Vend- 
ing Co. and ex-Chief Barker of Tent 
13, Variety Club, will be honored as 
*Angel’ of the Showmen’s Club, Nov. 
17, at the Hotel Warwick. 

Stanley-Warner managers all set 
for special ‘kiddie matinees’ for 
Thanksgiving, now that polio scare 
has subsided. 

S-W’s New Palace, South Philly, 
reopens Oct. 22, after complete re- 
furbishing. 

Vitagraph employees now eligible 
for membership to the Warner Club, 


under the edict of the new president 


Al Zimbalist. 

William E. Schmidt acquired the 
Centre, Shickshinny, Pa. 

Former Governor Harold Hoffman 
will be toastmaster at the dinner for 
James P. Clark, ex-Chief Barker of 
Tent 13, in honor of his elevation to 
chairman of the Democratic City 
Committee. 





Apollo, Chi, Goes Bus Station 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Apollo, which is a part of the Ash- 
land Block building. is 
come down, and Greyhound 
erect a mammoth bus station on the 
site. 

Apollo is now a grind flicker house 
Operated by Balaban & Katz on a 
year-to-year lease. Demolition will 


not come before May 1, 1942, from 
present indications. This is due to 
lack of building materials 


; because 
of priorities. . 


Handles Dallas Publicity 
Dallas, Oct. 21. 
Hal Norfleet has returned to Dallas 
to take charge of publicity for the 
Chalk Hill and Northwest Drive-In 
theatres. Since the opening last 
— of the Drive-In at San Antonio, 


orfleet has handled publicity there 


Joins Air Force 
Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 21. 
Harry Saltzman, 25, Quebec-born 
Production manager for a European 
Vaudeville theatre chain before the 
war, has joined the air force here. 
Old gramophone records and rags 
served as admittance to matinees at 


Odeon theatres in Vancouver re- 
cently. Theatres were: Varsity, Dun- 
bar, Park, Fraser, Olympia, Rio, 
Kingsway, Nova. Metro and Fox 
theatres, New Westminster, had 


similar shows. Admission was three | 
used records or five pounds of rags. | 
Proceeds went to the Red Cross. 


Cantrell to Fort Worth 


Fort Worth, Oct. 21. 


Jack Cantrell, Waco, now publicity 
Man and treasurer for the Palace | 
ere, succeeding Jack Daniel. 





Becker to Cleveland 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 
Formerly PRC representative in 
western Michigan, George Becker 
transferred to Cleveland branch for 
assignment to the Toledo territory | 
by Lee Goldberg, who holds the 






slated to | 
will | 


and Exchange Briefs 





Kinda Versatile, Eh? 





Buffalo, Oct. 21. 
Andrew Carlson who operates 
the Carlson at Mayville near 
here, and sometimes the projec- 
tion machines therein, is the 
leading baker in town and, in- 
cidentally, its mayor. 








franchise in Cleveland, Indianapolis 
and Cincinnati. William Flemion, 
Detroit branch manager, appointed 
Herb Ives, ofrmer head booker for 
RKO, to same post at the Detroit 
exchange to replace Carl Zipper, 
who resigned. 





‘Pop’ Corson On Coast 

Louis ‘Pop’ Korson, one of the first 
indie film exchange operators in this 
country and partner with Ben Am- 
| sterdam in the Masterpiece exchange 
|}and theatres in Philadelphia, took 
;over the Clinton theatre on a long 
term lease. 





Reopen Theatres 

| Port Her=, N. Y., Oct. 21. 

| The Rialto, Mineville, dark about 
, seven months, reopened by Kallett 
circuit after a complete refurnishing. 
| This ?00-seater is ore of the houses 
Kallett added in a deal last winter 
with Allan Sirrine. The Empire in 
nearby Port Henry is another of the 
| theatres. Port Henry and Mineville 
'are experiencin’ booms, dive to the 
| openins and working of iron or? 
| mines by Republic Steel as part of 
| the national defense effort. 





Western N. Y. Reopenings 


Buffalo, Oct. 21. 

| Theatre reopenings in the Western 
. Y. district include Lyric and 
| Strand, Syracuse, by Ann Dowling 
and H. P. Wallace respectively, the 
latter operator of the Capitol, Au- 
burn. Also reopening are Empire. 

Syracuse. by the Schine and the 
| Falls, at Honeoye Falls by F. E. Bar- 
nard. 

Jack Berkson and Bernard Miils 
have opened P. R. C. Film Ex- 
changes, Inc. Leo Murphy and Joe 
Friedman handling the sales. 

Dan North remodeling his Avon- 
dale, N. Tonawanda. Likewise the 
| Grand, Buffalo, by the Konezakow- 
|ski circuit and the Clinton-Strand 
iby Basil Bros. 

Dan Hartwick, manager Strand, 
Niagara Falls, recently seriously in- 
jured in an auto accident in Lock- 
port, is recovering. 

Rochester will have a new 900- 
| capacity nabe on Dewey avenue to 
be constructed by V. J. 
owner. The Majestic, formerly oper- 
ated by the late Morris Zimmerman, 
has been acquired by Carroll Fenny- 
vessy of the Rexy and Hudson, who, 
according to reports, will operate it 
on an extensive ‘game’ policy similar 
lto his Pullman. L. Thompson for- 
|merly of the Little has joined the 
Fennyvessy staff. 

Shifts to Atlanta 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Pete Dana’s U 
transferred to com- 
pany’s Atlanta office. He left for 
that city last week and hasn’t been 

replaced here as yet. 

Milton Broudy, formerly with Co- 
lumbia, but more recently booked 
for Max Shulgold’s Crown Films, in- 
die distributor; resigned to go with 
Coca-Cola in sales post. Broudy, son 
| of Dave Broudy, long-time conductor 
lof Stanley house orchestra and now 
| occupying first violinist’s chair there, 
will take over his new berth Nov. 1. 
Mannie Shore opened new deluxer, 
the Grand, in War, W. Va., 1,000- 
seatel Grand ll become Shore's 
ace spot in War. He also operates 


’ y . } n 7-4 
a smaller site, the War, in the samé 


Lewis 


W. A. 
booking 


Lewis, of 
staff, 


Va.. exhib and father 
(Biggie) Goldberg. Pitt’ 
ica halfback a few yeal ; 
looking around for a theatre 
an auto-selling iob he’ 
set back into exhibition. E! 
berg originally sold out in Elkin: 
principally because he wanted to be 
free to follow his son and the Pitt 
football team around the country. 





Frank Muneyhun Aides | 
Botsford at 20th-Fox 


Instead of naming an ad manager 


| under him to succeed Maurice Berg- 


man, who resigned from 20th-Fox | 
last summer, A. M. Botsford has ap- 
pointed Frank Muneyhun as his 
executive assistant to supervise ad- 
vertising as well as other details at | 
the home office. Botsford himself 
has specialized in advertising for | 
many years. 

Muneyhun, from the h.o. ad de-| 
partment, has been handling Berg- | 
man’s duties in association with Jack 
Thal since Bergman walked. 


McBride, | 


mail 


{and a newspaper ad and story. Yarn 


UA to Use Color 





United Artists is planning to use 


‘Sundown,’ Walter Wanger’s forth- 
coming film. A single color, red, 
will be added te the black in the 
copy, which will break in 85 cities 
on Oct. 30-31. 

There’s a premium of about 35- 
40% on cost of the ads because of 
the addition of color. This is the 
first large-scale film campaign 
where a tint has been used in run-of- 
the-paper advertising. 


REP TO SPLURGE 
ON SUPERS 
BALLY 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Advertising and exploitation bud- 
gets on forthcoming Republic pic- 
tures drew heavy additions at the 
studio’s West Coast sales meeting, 
with Herbert J. Yates, James R. 
| Grainger and Moe J. Siegel approv- 
ing the spending of money where it 
would do the most good. 

Biggest upping was $100,000 to 
cover trade papers, daily newspapers 
and special exploitation for ‘Lady 
for a Night.’ With an additional ap- 
propriation of $150,000 on the pro- 
duction end, the film’s total budget 
runs up to $900,000. Another ex- 
ploitation fund of $25,000 was ear- 
marked for ‘Down Mexico Way,’ the 





Gene Autry starrer in which Fay 
McKenzie debuts under her new 


contract as femme lead. 


48 Out-of-Town Pix Crix 
To Be 20th’s Guests For 





Approximately 48 out-of-town film 
critics have been invited to come to 
New York as guests of 20th-Fox for 
the opening of ‘How Green Was My 
| Valley’ at the Rivoli Oct. 28. Hin- 
terland crix will be installed cuffo at 
the Waldorf for three days with 20th 


Ads for ‘Sundown’ 


color ads on amusement pages for 


N.Y. Preem of ‘Valley’ 


Michigan Indies Move to Make 
Film Drive National; Majors 


Approve Campaigns to Hypo Pix 





New Orleans, Oct. 21. 
The downtown business area had 
a deluge of snow Wednesday (15) 


skiing costumes hurled snowballs a. 
pedestrians from a beautifully dec- 


resort. Inside a number of the 
snowballs were passes to see Sonja 
Henie in ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ at 
the Saenger. The stunt, engineered 
by Dick Owen, blurbist for 20th 
Century-Fox, attracted a lot of at- 
tention and resulted in a lively 
scramble among the pedestrains for 
the snow. 

Orleanians who were visitors to 
the Sun Valley resort were also 
guests of the management at a spe- 
cial showing of the flicker. 


Memphis Vs. New Orleans 








Memphis, Oct. 21. 
Harry Martin, amusements editor 
of The Commercial Appeal, flew to 
Hollywood Sunday (19) night as 
Mayor Walter Chandler's official 
champion in the ‘Battle of the Blues’ 

‘twixt Memphis and New Orleans. 
Martin 
ford, famous for 
from which ‘The Green 
inquiry in Hollywood 


today (21) 





premiere of Paramount’s ‘Birth of 
| the Blues.’ ’ 


| 
| leans by train, arriving in 
| wood yesterday 
simultaneously 

emissary. 
Sam Jones of Louisiana to protest 
officially against the studio’s decision 
| to stage its elaborate premiere in 
Memphis Oct. 31, the governor con- 
tending that N. O. rather than Mem- 
phis is the real cradle of the Blues. 








hosting all the way. Field exploita- 


|}tion men will shepherd reviewers 
in from Baltimore, Boston, Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland, Detroit, Philadel- |} 
|phia, Chicago, Washington, D. C.,| 


| Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha, Des 
Moines and Pittsburgh. 

Those out of 
forces will 


reach of 20th field 
receive rail ducats by 


if accepting invitation. 


; 


‘Evelyn, Where Are You?’ 


Cinema Call Fined $5 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 
Even if they take ‘singles’ 


a hus- 


band has no right to romp up and 

down the aisles paging his wife. 
Joseph P. Davis gave the audience 

at the Beechwood here a dash of the 


‘Hellzapoppin’ brand of entertain- 
ment when he saliied up and down 
the aisles yelling, “Evelyn, where 
are y ‘iy ‘ en ement got 
n -al nea d WI but wine tor the 
thir e } I | p é 
pagi A a yp 1 took « 
for th 

‘I ji ot | me,’ Davis to 
Recorde Christopher J 
Steir nea ee! ) eda 

! elf by inconsiderate 

film fans, and nicked Davis for $5 
The fine was paid by Evelyn. 


| 
Ballyhooing a ‘Sneak’ | 
‘Sneak’ ow of Garbo’s 
Woman,’ 


preview 
feature, ‘Two-Faced 
day (20) night at Loew’s, 
Rochelle, N. Y., probably 
a new high in bally. This 
exploited to the hilt. 
Theatre let public in on ‘secret’ 
via a flag atop house, an electric 
sign, circulars in the railway station 


new 
Mon- 
Ngw 
reached 
one 


Wa » 


in the New Rochelle paper was four 
paragraphs long and tipped the fact 
that it was Garbo’s latest besides 
stating that film executives, national 
mag writers and wire service reps 
would attend 


Caught in the middle between the 
intercity crossfire of hot words, Y. 
Frank Freeman, Paramount 


Snow Comes Early to N.O..,| 
Lil ‘Sun Valley’ Tieup 


} 


tional 


Studio | 


head, has named a board consisting | 


of Irving Berlin, Paul Whiteman and 
B. G. (Buddy) DeSylva to hear the 
New Orleans case. Martin, 
VARIETY man, incidentally, and re 
cently reelected to his fourth term 
as an international v.p. of the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Guild, will be on 
hand to take care of Tennessee’s in- 
terests. A deci 


(22). 


ion is due tomorrow 


Once the 


pre-release methods of 
drumming up attention to the film 
are cleared away, the preem wil! 


probably be split between N. O. and 
Memphis. Meantime, this is the 
buildup 


Joe Shea at 20th in N. Y. 


Joe Shea joined the home ofl 
20th-Fox publicity department Mor 
day (20th) as New York contact 
tl ¢ é er Earl W 

ho yi man : 
A. M. Bot d 

With the old } ( p 
Winnie Sheehar ind 
time easter ) ( rr, S I 
cently returned to the fold in char 
of exploitation for the New England 
division out of Boston. He uc- 
ceeded in that post by Ralph Stitt 


i until a few weeks ago in charge of 


publicity-advertising for the Pa: 
United Detroit theatres and previous 
to that with the Minnesota Amuse- 
ment (Par) chain in Minneapoli: 
Ralph Stitt, formerly with 20th in 
Detroit, hasg been appointed field 
representative for Boston, Albany 
and New Haven. He replaces Shea 


WORCESTER’S GAL USHERS 
Worcester, Mass., Oct. 21. 

With city’s numerous defense in- 

dustries grabbing practically all 

available male help, girl ushers have 

be 

houses, 

It’s been several years since ush- 


local | 


| manager of the Harold Field 


en employed again at Loew-Poli | 


i‘and for 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 
Institutional plan of Michigan Al- 
lied, already set in 373 of the State’s 
‘houses to sell the motion picture as 
‘the greatest form of entertainment 


but it didn’t come from the skies. in the world,’ likely will move out of 
A bevy of pretty girls dressed in | this area into a national crusade. 


i 
! 


The Michigan plan, based on the 


orated truck resembling a winter jenaeaeintce expressions of the notables 


and aimed at restoring industry as 


well as public confidence in the pixs, 
has won the approval and extensive 
advocacy of Claude Lee, director of 
public relations for Paramount; Abe 
Montague, general sales manager of 
Columbia; E. K. O’Shea, of Loew’s, 
!and Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
v.p. In addition, Rey Branch, prexy 
of Michigan Allied, has received nu- 
merous bids from other State organ- 
izations to detail the plan by which 
the screen, newspapers, billboards 
and other media will utilize famous 
names in expressions designed to 
give the films a psychological and 
financial hypo. 





Over ‘Blues’ Preem Looms ‘routing of. the” aeauaiee “Deboas 


campaign prints 


ee 'among Michigan exhibitors, is mak- 
As Another Civil War in¢ them up on a basis by which the 


film quotations, starting with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and other national 
figures, leaves room for the insertion 
of local or regional bigwigs. The 
routing will take the campaign 
through Allied’s 135 houses in Mich- 
igan, Co-Operatives 105, Butter- 
fieid’s 115 and, 18 of United Detroit’s. 

Plan as it now stands calls for the 





is to debate Roark Brad-/| insertion of the teailer quotes in the 
his Negro stories | 
Pastures’ | 
was dramatized, before a board of | 


newsreel with the same observation 
carried in the newspaper advertising 
and the key statements on billboards. 
| The campaign’s scope is to be exten- 


over the proper locale for the world | sive, covering such matter as the 


| general value of films, the ‘so much 
|for so little’ idea, recreational merit 


Bradford was to leave New Or- | of pix, their educational and classical 
Holly- | attributes 
(Monday) morning | value and even the health, safety and 
ian the Memphis | comfort factors of the picture houses, 
He was asked by Gov. | 


unto the inspirational 


Branch offered the cooperation of 
Michigan Allied to any other ex- 
hibitor organization or national dis- 
tributor whether they want to adopt 
the procedure regionally or national- 
ly. Earl Hudson, president of United 
Detroit, who laid the groundwork 
for the campaign, is gathering addi- 
statements from persons of 
national prominence 

‘By contacting us for material al- 
reacy in our possession,’ Branch said, 
information about subse- 
quent developments in the campaign, 
duplication of effort by other exhib- 

1 be avoided.’ 


‘QUIZ KIDS’ SHORT GETS 
HEAVY PLUGGING IN HUB 


Boston, Oct. 21 
Marty Glazer, publicity chief for 
Paramount and Fenway theatres 
here, went to town last week to ex- 
ploit the 


ltors ¢ 


‘Quiz Kids’ short subject. 

Newspaper space adds up to about 

biggest chunk of free plugging 

alloted to a sinvle short subject 

[ city.. Jordan Marsh Co., local 

de tment store, w: conducting a 

kit contest, and both the thea- 

e coone ited st g 

I é re lo e< el 

l to tne mntest 

1 1 an e | } with 

mine on the theatres’ ‘Quiz’ 

( ! ) ina mto three 
large ao display { Jo. 

j directly wit] t} f The 

{ stor iled 

2.000 ling lone for the Para t 

and Fenway. 
Glazer also garnered some hefty 


radio time at no cost by tying in with 
WBZ. local outlet, for the ‘Quiz Kids’ 
on the air. In exchange for four 


spot announcements daily for 19 
days, the theatres gave the radio 
? ¢ 


station a plug in advance trailers. 


Don Smith Upped 


Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 

With 
tor as circuit booker and assistant 
(Pio- 
neer) circuit of Iowa theatres, Don 
Smith, district manager at Carroll, 
Ia., has been promoted to assistant 


buyer. Together with Fields himself 


erettes guided the patrons to their | he'll take over. Factor’s duties 


' seats 


The chain comprises 15 houses. 


the resignation of Max Fac- > 
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Begins Extended Run Tonacdll 
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INTERNATIONAL 


VARTETY 


WARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
@ St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





Deal Pends for Gen'l Film Distribs 
(Portal-Rank-Woolf) to Buy Into 


G-B at Reported Offer of $3,900,000 


London, Oct. 21. 
Pending switch in control of Gau- 


mont-British now is reported to have | 


General Film Distributors, of which 
Lord Portal, Joseph Rank 
Charles M. Woolf are directors, ne- 
gotiating for a slice of G-B, via a 
buy into Metropolis & Bradford 
Trust. Metropolis & Bradford is a 
private company with $20,000,000 
capitalization, controlling Gaumont- 
British. Negotiations are pending for 
this GFD purchase of Metropolis & 
Bradford, with Isidore Ostrer, chair- | 
man of Gaumont-British, reported en 
route from U. S. to London on deal. 

General Film is willing 
800,000 pounds ($3,600,000) for con- 
trol of G-B, it’s stated here. 

Understencing is that when the 
deal is pacted, Woolf would become 
joint managing director of G-B, 
with Isidore Ostrer retiring. 
two brothers, 
director, and Maurice, a director, in 
Gaumont-British, would stay on with 
the corporation. 

It is recalled that Associated Brit- 
ish, bought 250,000 shares of G-B 
stock in 1936, together with a five- 
year option expiring this month to 
buy 51% of voting shares. With 
the death of John Maxwell, it is un- 


and 





derstood this option was allowed to | 


expire. Maxwell at one time wanted 
to take up the option but is reported 
as heving been unable to secure de- 
livery. He brought a suit which 
later was dropped. 

Ownership of 20th-Fox in 
mont-British would preclude 
Ostrers from selling without 
American company’s consent, accord- 
ing to reports here. Fact that Isidore 
Ostrer made a trip to the US. re- 
cently is said to be linked with pend- 
ing plans for the Ostrers to get out 
of Gaumont-British. Whether 20th- 
Fox gave consent to the deal or not 
probably will not be revealed until 
he returns to London. 


TESTIMONIAL TENDERED 
CAMACHO BY WORKERS 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 
A written testimonial of confidence 
in his government and thanks» for 
its efforts that brought about seitle- 


Gau- 


the 








ment of the strike-conflict involving | 


the eight major American film com- 


panies was tendered President Man- | Brook and Judy Campbell, this one 


uel Avila Camacho by the National 
Cinematographic Workers Union. 
‘We extend you a special vote of 


confidence for your truly revolu- 
tionary work in defense of the 
workers’ interests in connection with 


the dispute with the American com- 
panies, for this case was settled with 
new conquests for us,’ the message 
said. ‘We also desire to thank par- 
ticularly Javier Rojo Gomez, regent 
of the federal district, for his efforts 
toward settling the conflict.’ 

Rojo Gomez conducted several 
eonierences between the worker: 
and the distributors with a view to 
€0nciliating the conflict. 





Portuguese Distrib 


Sued on Warner Deal 


George Friedland has filed suit in 
N. Y. supreme court against the 
Sociedade Importadora de Filn 
LdaPortuzuese distributor, claiming 
$2,500 due in commissions for having 
secured Warner films in the 
39, 1939-40 seasons for the defend- 
ant to distribute in Portugal. Plsin- 
tiff was hired Aug. 27, 1941, by the 
defendant, he claims, and secured a 
contract for 101 features, for which 
$93.500 wes 
shorts and prints for which $34,000 
was tendered Warners. 

on the deal 
been $4,500, it is 
$2,900 admittedly 


Commission 
have 
which 
paid. 
of the cefendant’s property is asked 


stated, of 
has 





Joe Goliz, manager of Uniied 
Artisis in China, arrived in New! 
York Monday (20) for homeoffice 
conizcbs. 


to pay | 


this | 


1938- | 


paid, and a number of | 





Tivoli (Aussie) Tries 


Sydney, Oct. 3. 

Tivoli loop, after trying every- 
thing from freaks to stars of 50 years 
ago. is bringing in a vaude-revue 
show comprised solely of femmes, 
| with Jenny Howard, Maude Hilton, 
Anita Martell, Joan Brandon, Julie 
Balley, Dilly Foster, Magda Neeld, 
Gaines and Chappell, Rhythm Girls, 
| Olga Varona, Cherry Wheatley, Hat- 
ton Sisters, Maxime Quinn, Beryl 
Meakin, Annette and Mascotte Pow- 
ell,. 


Although somewhat burdened with 
|import talent restrictions, Tivoli, 
under Wallace Parnell, continues to 
do biz with vaude-revue on two-a- 
aay. 





sacer"weiate. “i Coward to Iceland 


For Background 
On Naval Picture 


London, Oct. 8, 

| That four-way dream of Noel 
| Coward's took on definite shape last 
week when the author departed to 
|Iceland for purpose of obtaining 
|naval background stuff. It’s under- 
stood the picture—in which he’ll star 
as well as write, direct and produce 
—is around life of the titled navy 
personage, Lord Mountbatten. Co- 
|lumbia will probably handle distri- 
| bution. 
| Googie Withers drew the major 
| femme spot in Michael Powell’s ‘One 
|of Our Aircraft is Missing,’ with the 
two other girl roles going to Joyce 
| Redman and Pamela Brown. Eric 
| Portman, Bernard Miles, Emrys 
Jones and Hay Petrie also assigned. 
| Extras had a bonanza week at 
20th-Fox when Robert Donat starrer 
used upwards of 500 in special House 
of Commons scene. ‘Young Mr. Pitt’ 
| is in works at Shepherd’s Bush. 

| Comedian George Formby’s ‘South 
American George,’ for 
finished at Rock studios. 











Mercury Pictures, indie group with | ¢ 
an M-G release for its initialer, ‘Oc-| pay) 
| casionally Yours,’ completed the fea- | 


{ture under schedule. Starring Clive 
is now in the cutting room. 

Gainsboro Pictures’ next with 
‘comedian Arthur Askey will get 
| underway middle of the month at its 
| Islington plant. 


Seek Yank Photog 








Mexico City, Oct. 21. 


Complaint has been made to the 
local police that Albert Hart, an 
American cameraman, received 


$2,000 (Mex) ($500 U. S.) to make a 
pic of the soldier colony here, but 
failed to deliver. Complainant is 
| Luis Davila Davila, rep of Maj. Pablo 
Martinez Vega, of the colony, who 
paid the coin. 

Hart and the soldiers’ coin are said 
to have left the country. 


Harley Plans U.S. Trip 


Francis L. Harley, 20th-Fox man- 

ng director in Great Britain, is 
due in New York from London about 
Dec. 1. 
naiure of a vacation and 
trip, first in more than a year. 

Herley’s family is now located in 
0. hee & 


Soviet Film Huddle 


G. Machado, South American rep 
of Arikino Pictures, agency handling 


should 


been | 
A vwrorrant for the attachment 


| Soviet films, arrived in New York 
last week. 

| He is huddling with homeoffice 
| N. Y. executives regarding the out- 


look for Russian films in the Latin- 
American market. 


All-Femme Revue | 


Artificial Realism 





London, Oct. 8. 

Gainsborough Films, in the 
course of making ‘The Younger 
Mr. Pitt,’ wanted 300 men to 
constitute an assembly in a 
Parliament scene. But with 
present shortage were unable to 
get them. 

Someone solved the problem 
by dressing up 300 women in 
man's attire, and to make things 
more realistic, some femmes be- 
came bearded ladies for this oc- 
casion. 


CHILE NAZIS 
PROPAGANDA 
CINEMA 


Santiago, Chile, Oct. 21. 

Nazi propagandists, driving to get 
their films in exhibition here, have 
rented the Nacional, important 
downtown house, as a showplace for 
Reich-made pictures. Although the 
deal was allegedly made by a straw 
man, actually back of the leasing of 
the house is said to be the Nazi 
consul here. 


Nacional, at the time it was taken 
over, was advertising future en- 
gagements of Marx Bros. in ‘Out 
West,’ ‘Lady Hamilton’ and ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Secretary.’ They were all 
cancelled out and in their place is 
being shown ‘Sieg im Westen’ 
(‘Victory in the West’), newsreel- 
documentary of the conquest by the 
Nazi army of France and the Low 
Countries, 

Typical of the German tactics in 
showing these films of military might 
to Army chieftains in European 
countries as a ‘softening-up’ process 
for a bloodless invasion, Nazis have 
invited the Chilean army garrison to 
see ‘Sieg’ for free. 

Nazi propagandists in Buenos 
Aires recently acquired a major 
house there, too, for exclusive show- 
ing of UFA product. 














St. Paul Drops Nazi Pix 
Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 
The St. Paul Blue Bird, named in 
Congress as one of the theatres ‘reg- 





ularly showing Nazi propaganda 
films,’ discontinued the German pic- 
tures after fellow members of the 
Northwest Allied put ‘pressure’ on 
Hiller Hoffman, its owner, St. Paul 





governor on the organization’s board 


Columbia, | of directors. 


Although Hoffman 
ie films, he was not reelected St. 
governor when Northwest 
Allied recently held its annual con- 
vention and election here, 


quit showing 





Azcarate, Last Mexican 
Envoy to Berlin, Forms 





Visit to U. S. will be in the | 
business | 


Co. to Produce Pictures 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 


On Soldier Fraud Organization has been completed 


here of a picture-producing company, 
Cinematografica Espana-Mexico, for 
the making of features and shorts, 
by Gen. Juan F. Azcarate, the cele- 
brated army aviator who was Mex- 
ico’s last minister to Berlin. 
Company is skedded to get going 
in November. 


MEX PIC PROD. UP 


One Film Every Six Days Averaged 
—40 for 41 Compared to 27 in ’40. 





Mexico City, Oct. Zi. 
Mexican picture production is now 
| averaging one every six days, am in- 
| crease of output that began in mid- 
| August, when the exchange workers’ 
| conflict with the eigh. American 
|majors became acute. 

Predicted that Mexico’s 1941 film 
|production will be around 40. It 
| was 27, a new low, last year. 








Capetown, Oct. 21. 
Norman Lourie and William Boxer, 
directors of Alexander Films, Jo- 
hannesburg, were arrested here last 
week on a charge of embezzlement. 
| Additional arresis are expected. 
Both have been allowed bail 
£1,000 each. 





of 


Hope Rises That U.S. Actors, Writers 





SPAIN RELENTS 


Assures Royalties to Mex. Authors 
in Seeking Stage Works 








Though Mexico has cancelled the 
reciprocal royalty pact with Spain 
for dramatic works because, it was 
explained by the government an- 
nouncing the nixing of this agree- 
ment, Spain paid not a cent to Mex- 
icans for the use of their works, 
Spain is eager to get Mexican pro- 
ductions and offers a minimum 
royalty of 50%, according to the 
National Dramatists Union. 

These Spanish dickerers particu- 
larly want works with lots of humor 
and typically Mexican music and 
songs that can be adapted to the 
Spanish taste. The proposition is 
said to look good to the union, 
though it is taking care to assure its 
members full payment of the prom- 
ised royalties. The union announced 
that ending the reciprocal royalty 
pact made 1,800 Spanish dramatic 
works available for free use in 
Mexico. 


‘Gone’ Smash 


$12,000 in B. A.; 








Buenos Aires, Oct. 14. 

‘Gone With Wind’ opening second- 
run at pop prices rolled up week’s 
biggest gross for the Gran Rex and 
came close to equalling house record. 
Feature, which originally played the 
Broadway as a road show, is set for 
an indefinite run at the Rex, which is 
an exclusive M-G house usually run- 
ning one week only. 


‘Gone’ grossed close to 50,000 pesos 


$5,300, Havana 


vv 


Will Be Able to Ease Aussie Coin 


Melbourne, Oct, 21. 

Hope ‘for lifting part of present 
currency restrictions on American 
stage performers’ salaries and roy- 
alties for U. S. plays in Australia is 
seen in the promise of Customs Min- 
ister R. V. Keane to consider the 
request of theatrical people for a 
review of war-time exchange regu- 
lations. Stage actors, theatre em- 
ployees of all varieties and theatrical 
managers seek easing of current 
rules which forbid the transfer of 
U. S. player salaries and royalty coin 
on American plays to the states. The 
situation is also true of all foreign 
plays and players, but particularly 
affects the Yanks because of the de- 
mand for their services. 


Their plea is based on the frozen 
coin pact for American films which 
allows U. S. distributors to remit 
about a third of rental revenue to 
N. Y. and permits the companies to 
invest part in Australia. It has been 
urged that the legit theatre be 
treated similarly in order to elim- 
inate the present stalemate in show 
business which threatens to keep 
2,000 Aussie theatre workers idle. 

‘Inability of legit show producers 
to get any new American plays has 
forced a long series of: revivals, 
which now have just about ex- 
hausted their boxoffice possibilities, 
U. S. playwrights almost universally 
have turned down requests for new 
plays because they’ve been unable 
to get their money to America. ~ Re- 
sult has been almost no new plays 
or actors from America. 


One of the few exceptions in re- 
cent years is Annie Laurie Wil- 
liams who allowed ‘Mice and Men’ 
to go to Australia, the agent putting 





| 


| 
| 


royalty coin in Australia banks with 
the expectation of ultimately being 
able to get it to the U. S. She also 
represents ‘Life With Father’ rights. 

A factor is that U. S. players 
are forced to pay two income taxes— 
here and in U. S. One of few Amer- 


| ican players to continue in Australia 


!is Will Mahoney, originally of Eng- 





|land but with a rep on U. S. stage. 
|He came here some time ago,- and 
|}has made Australia his home ever 


(approximately $12,000 U.S.). 
Other estimates given in Argen- 


(2 Held in Capetown Fraud 


tine pesos, currently worth 25c U. S. 
(4.14 to the U. S. dollar), follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
(1,400; $2-1.50 peso)—‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB). So-so 9,000 pesos. 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; $3-2.50 pesos) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th). Holding up 
fairly well for 10,000 on second week. 
Anti-Nazi pic did nice 19,000 for the 
opener, 

Rex (Cordero, Cavalo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; $2-1.50 pesos)—‘Gone 
with Wind’ (M-G), 50,000. 


Nice 16,500 for another anti-Nazi 
pict, evidence of public sentiment as 
well as pic value. 


Monumental (Coll and Di Fiore) 


(Sono Film-Argentine-made). 
Clicking solidly with 12,000 and due 
for a holdover. 

Opera (Lococo) 
pesos)—‘New Wine’ 
lent 26,500. 


(2,400; $2-1.50 
(UA). Excel- 


(1,863; $5-4 and 3 pesos and 2 for 
kids on matinees only )—‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO). Holding up nicely with 16,- 
000 on fourth week. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; $2-1.50 
pesos)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). 
Second week of second run. Quite 
o.k. with 7,500. First week of sec- 
ond run had a zingy 14,000. 

Ocean (Coll, DiFiore, Gatti & Co.) 
| (2,800; $1.50-1.20 
Face’ (M-G). 
| 15,000. 
| 34,000. 





peso) 


First week at Rex 


was solid 


‘Gone’ Strong $5,300 





| Havana, Oct. 14. 
| ‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G) ran 
| away with the spotlight during the 
past week on its third showing, 
double lines stretching for blocks in 
each direction from the Fausto b.o. 
The take for the week was about 
$5,300. 
Warners’ ‘Great Lie’ at the Amer- 
mately $4,500 and ‘New Wine’ (UA) 
at Radio Cine trailed with $2,000. 
An Argentine picture, ‘Una Vez de la 
Vida,’ grossed $2,800 at the Payret 
and another Argentine film, ‘Can- 
dida Millionaria,’ at the Teatro Na- 
cional, brought in approximately 
$2,300. 





| since. 








MAX THORPE NAMED 
BRITISH CHIEF BY COL. 


London, Oct. 8. 
Columbia has named Max Thorpe 
acting managing director of the com- 





| pany in Great Britain. 


Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2-1.50 | 
pesos)—‘They Dare Not Love’ (Col.). | 
to 


| at least a month later, 


—-Woman’s | 
Second run but hefty 


Thorpe joined Col in ’33 as general 
sales manager and was later added 
the directorate. It’s understood 
he’ll continue over-seeing sales, 


(1,330; $2-1.50 pesos)—‘Sonar No British Nabe Exhibs 


Cuesta Nada’ (‘Dream, It Costs Noth- 
| ing’) 


Beef on Late Releases 


London, Oct. 8. 
Bogm in provincial film biz is hav- 
ing its repercussion as operators of 


Broa@way (Lautaret and Cavalo)| second and subsequent runs register 


a protest against recent splurge of 
switching release dates. City first- 
runs are getting pictures to the 
screens within a few weeks of trade- 
showing, stuff originally booked for 
By the time 
schedules have been changed right 
down the line, the district exhib ends 
up with a picture six months old. 
That’s if he sticks to his bookihg. 
It’s acknowledged distribs cannot 
be blamed for wishing to get their 
money in fast; up and down condi- 
tions of the day plus threats of shut- 


| tering and curtailed hours don’t ex- 


In Havana Repeat. 


actly lend themselves to waiting. 
But family-trade operators ask to be 
taken care of, and their protest is 
slated for discussion by Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. 


Pan-Am. Revue Off 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 
‘Alma America’ (‘Soul of Amer- 
ica’), the Pan-American revue pre- 


; sented by Francisco Benitez, had to 


ica also had a fat week with approxi- | 





cut short its 60-day engagement at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (national 
theatre) here by 10 days because of 
tapering biz. B. o. started off with a 
bang and continued good for about 
three weeks, then let down sharply. 

The lull in the American tourist 
biz dropped gross. Show is booked 
for Havana and Guatemala. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


LARTIETY 


Wednesday, October 9°, ** "| 





STRAND, N. Y. 


Phil Spitalny All-Girl Orch featur- 
ing Mary McClanahan, June Lor- 
raine, 3 Little Words, Rosa Linda 
Lola; Evelyn & Maxine, Francine; 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB), reviewed in 
VARIETY July 23. 





Using no acrobats, hoofers, trained 
dogs or clarinet virtuosi who per- 
form from a backbend to the floor, 
this Phil Spitalny orchestra starts 
stays and finishes slightly wonderful. 
The ‘slightly’ is injected to preserve a | 
cherished VARIETY tradition that! 
no reviewer shall ever write as if| 
swept away on a tide of uncon-~| 
trollable enthusiasm. As a matter of | 
fact there is a decorum in VARIETY 
reviews, a special vocabulary of un- 
derstatement, such as: 

Adequate—pretty good. 

Okay—terrific. 

Solid-—colossal. 

The girls in this organization are) 
okay. They contribute solid special- | 
ties. Only one bit, the “Tavern in| 
The Town’ number sinks to the level | 
of mere adequacy. So it’s slightly | 
wonderful for Evelyn and Maxine, 
Rosa Linda and Lola, Mary McClana- 
han. Lorna, Francine, The Three Lit- | 
tle words and all the others. And 
let’s not quibble about it. 

Let’s agree, also, that the girls| 
must work like galley slaves to} 
achieve their lacquer-smooth per-| 
formance, and that as one versatile 
item follows another those who 
measure energy by the vitamin pills 
they take must wonder how Spitalny | 
does it without the use of capsules. | 
In these 40-odd minutes of steady un- | 
foldment of entertainment, what 
shines forth behind the talent is the 
demanding nature of the maestro, 
his single-minded insistence that 
there shall be no coasting, faking. 
less-than-besting. There are. too, the 
various touches of showmanly orig- 
inality represented by the flute soio- 
ist, Lorna, and the inclusion of a 
harpist. The basic stress is on good 
music and a high level+of technical 
musicianship. Specialties, effects, 
novelties are superimposed on this 
foundation. Incidentally the girls 
have no music stands in front of 
them to mar the tableau. There is 
nothing off-the-elbow about their 
playing, no laziness. There is another 
quality ebout this orchestra that 
wins it friends. The girls do not 
dress or behave like hussies. On the 
contrary there is a consistent note of 
good manners. This does not pre-| 
vent them from being sprightly and | 
even — momentarily — inflammable. 
It means that they have personal 

leasingness to go with their talents. 
Jot all customers perhaps will note} 
or care about this matter, but some} 
at least will be apt to observe, ‘all | 
this—and lady-like, too.’ 

Even Spitalny’s own announce- 
ments have a quiet. friendly dignity. | 
He says just enough and it makes a | 
nice impression that he speaks of the 
girl® with what sounds like, and 
probably is, genuine pride 

It seemed for a moment at the first | 
show Friday night (17) that he might! 
be over-introducing his new singer, | 
Francine. Could anv newcomer over- 
come the handicap of being hailed so 
effusively by her new employer? 
Francine is rather awkward just now 
about getting on and off the plat- 
form and coming back for bows. 
Her approach to a microphone is a 
sort of a wide-stance anchorage. But 
Francine is a born stvlist when she 
sings and that space between center 
stag and the wings wont yawn so 
widely after time gives her more as- 
surance. She'll then be able to walk. 





not run. to the nearest exit. One of 
the two numbers that Francine 
whams over is Spitalny’s own 


*Moadeleine.’ 
Speaking of the elegant manner of 
the Spitalny girls it may be stated. 


at the risk of all the others hating 
her, that Maxine, in a sweeping af- 
fair that no mele member of the 


VARIETY staff could correctly de- 
scribe, is an esveciallv attractive pic- 
ture from the front row of the mez- 


zanine boxes. But then she doesn’t 
lave a monopoly. 

The hot fiddling of Evelyn and her 
backfield and the full-bodied. un- 
hesitant brass choir win respect in 
their own right, and the drum riot of 
Mery McClanahan can pass this col- 
umn es art 

A sirl mimic, June Lorraine. gets 
Yots of laughs by clever use of large 
oniics Her Lionel Barrymore. Bette 
Tay Kate jepburn and Schnoz 
Durante are drawn for quick recog- 
Niiion 

The orchestra works up to a rous- 
ins ‘Bolero’ and then the pit goes 


down to the regular General Electric 
radio theme song of Spitalny. Land. 


ADAMS, NEWARK . 


Newark, Oct. 18. 

Carl Hoff’s Orch (15) with Murphy 
Sisters (3) and Tony Russell: Lew 
Parker & Evelyn Oakes, 3 Novak 
Sisters, 3 Swifts, Simone Simon; ‘For 
Beauty Sake’ (20th). 

Plenty of variety here, format em- 
bracing lineup of diversified enter- 
tainment that holds up well for 65- 
minute show. Setup is especially 
strong on humor and features a pul- | 
chritude bet in Simone Simon. 

Carl Hoff’s band is strong on) 
rhythm and swing arrangements. | 
Staffed with five brass, four saxes 


lized by the Murphy Sisters, and ‘I; this New York showcase indicated in 


one of the few femme thrushes with 


| counsel for the film business in the | 


| 
| and five rhythm, combo gives plenty | 
of play to string section and features | 
a swing quartet consisting of bass fid- | 
idle, violin, electric guitar and drums. | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Robert Shanley, Hilda _ Eckler, 


| Effect on the whole is pleasing and in| Rabana Hasburgh, Nelle Fisher, 
;marked contrast to some of the | Corps de Ballet, Jere McMahon, 
|blatant crews which have played| Duce de Kerekjarto, Richard Suart 


|this house the past two months. Hoff! and Flora Lea, Choral Group, Rock- 
jemcees the show and does a nice | ettes, Symphony Orch, directed by 
|job of it. Leader is pleasant looking.| Erno Rapee; ‘All That Money Can 
‘has an okay voice and nice mike} Buy’ (RKO), reviewed in VARIETY 


manners. |July 16, 41 ‘(under title ‘Here Is a 
Orchestra emphasizes numbers it) Man’). 
has recorded fer jukebox trade, | — 





namely, such tunes as ‘B-I-Bi,’ vocal-| Motif of the current stage bill at 


Know Why,’ with the baritone lyrics! the 
by Tony Russell. Former number is 


title. ‘Silk-Satin-Calico-Rags,’ 
| with one ‘act’ devoted to each fabric. 
surefire hepcat bait. As sung by the| Entire production is in the Music 
Murphy gals, tune has plenty of zip} Hall's customarily handsome manner. 
and an infectious melody. Encore! It lacks any standout moments, but 
with ‘Hand Me Down Walking Cane’) is generally entertaining. 

and ‘In Between,” both ditties calling Original tune by Pem Davenport, 


for plaudits. Gals look like comers. | with lyrics by Albert Stillman, is 

Lew Parker still has a smooth line. ~ on by pers ~eraggge: > oe Fg 
of chatter, patters some vintage | Hematic —_ uc rece a silk ae 
stories and exchanges gags with} JPening number, tabbe » is 


'danced by the corps de ballet, with 
Hilda Eckler, Rabana Hasburgh and 
| Nelle Fisher as principal ballerinas. 
|Idea of the overlong routine is sug- 
| gested by the dancers maneuvering 
larre silken draperies. One of the 
| ballerinas also does a bit with a huge 
semi-transparent balloon. 

‘Satin’ chapter of the show has its 


Evelyn Oakes, gal also coming in for 
a solo terp. Parker's best bet is his 
impersonations of how people eat in 
restaurants, mimicry being good for 
howls. 

The acro turn by the three Novak 
sisters is an unusual stint for femmes 
and drew plenty of surprise ejacula- 





tions. Gals bounce around with 
plenty of grace and turn in some dif- 
ficult balancing stunts. The Three 
Swifts have a standard comic jug- 
gling att that rates plenty of atten- 
tion. 


;own introduction and then includes 
| three numbers. Eight members of | 
ithe ensemble sing an introductory | 
| ditty, then retire to the rear as audi- 
ences for the individual acts, which 
|consist of Jere McMahon in a short, 
Miss Simon's not entirely without | impressive tap routine, Duce de 
merit. Her diction is at all times clear | Kerekjarto with two novelty fiddling 
and her French accent. although | !umbers, and the ballroom team of 
barely perceptible, lends a piquant | Richard Suart and Flora Lea in a 
quality to her voice. She would be semi-Spanish dance turn featured by 
heard to much better advantage if|® Gecoratively handled cape scarf. 
her repertoire were suited to her oP eee a ee — of the 
particular tone qualities. She is|2™. er t A cpcra: = group 
badly equipped to cope with such agaist _ fectively designed im- 
mete he Sen's Want to Set thee pressionistic southern church back- 
Soci on Wiad? and. ‘tim.’ ,drop. In a revival meeting atmos- 
, i phere, the singers handle three nice- 
House packed at last show—Friday ly contrasted spirituals in rousing 
18). Jon. style, meanwhile injecting admirable 
movement and visual interest to the 
interlude and building to a potent 
climax. Group continues to show. 
marked improvement over its stilted 
work of some time ago. As the fourth 
part of the bill, the Rockettes are 
togged in ragdoll costumes and step 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





Miami, Oct. 18. 











Emmett Oldfield & Co., Charles|a jively, infectious routine. For a| 
Carrer, Helene Denizone, Linda) finale. Shanley reprises his introduc- | 
March, Radio Ramblers, Charles tory vocal. with the entire cast on | 
Shay House Orch; ‘Law of the! various stage levels. | 


Tropics’ (WB). | Entire bill. including the symphony 





— orchestra’s playing of Liszt’s 13th 
A moderately entertaining bill,| Hungarian Rhapsody, runs 50 min- | 
; Hobe. | 


" tes. 
topped by the wackey acrobatics of | es 


Emmett Oldfield and with a _ suf-| 
ficiently diversified lineup of acts to | 


assure fair b.o. returns. — 
One factor contributing to buffy | Charlie Pn ae qaors hae 
biz opening matinee, but boomerang-| Baker, Ford Leary, Hazel Bruce. | 


ing via word of mouth, is similarity | Pinky Tomlin, Billy Reyes, Lowe, 
of Radio Ramblers-tag to that of| Hite and Stanley; ‘Blondie So- 
Radio Rascals. Rascals scored heav-/| ciety’ (Col). 

ily here season or so ago and from le i 
comments apparently many were un- The Earle continues its unbroken 


EARLE, PHILLY | 


| 
; 


| 


in 


der impression team was playing re-| parade ef name band attractions. 
turn date. Other than similarity in) presenting for~Philly’s jukebox set 
billing, boys have little in common.! its hero, Charlie Barnet, and his 
Ramblers are a frayed carbon of | crew of jive artists. 

others. their talent for making A little slow in getting warmed 
grotesque faces, being only exceeded | up, the band comes to life as soon 


by the uniaue ability of one of their as Barnet forsakes his palm-waving 


member to emit resounding burps.| for his sax and clarinet. Then the 
Two of the boys haven't got bad|customers here began rhythmic 


|voices, but it takes a strong stomach | palm-thumping. 


to appreciate them when prefaced Standout tunes played by Barnet’s 
by gustatory gurgles: crew is their ever-popular medley of 
: nal 1 war >< ait ar " y , 5 
Oldfie ld is a standard, but remains ear agen Bay Ag om oe Toman 
one ol the clevere t comedians on trast the band fades into the sweet 
the , boards pice ne pie Ray strains of “Solitude.” Bath brought 
Walker and unbilled femme, his} 5, calwos from the stub-holders. 
smart sense of timing and flair for Ford Leary, pudgy trombonist, is 
pantomime lift this act way above . ? 


on the beam with his swingy vocal- 
izing of ‘Shadrach’ and ‘50,000,000 
Nickels,’ latter being hit tune of film 
of that name recently filmed by 


average. Pulled a heavy hand. 
Presence of toe-terping Helene 
Denizone on the bill marks a drastic ; 
departure in Olympia bills. In past} Universal featuring Barnet’s aggre- 
a ballerina has been persona non | gation. 
grata with local audiences. Miss Hazel Bruce, brunet canary, does 
Denizone, however, appears to have | aM adequate job on ‘Set the World 
mace the nurdle successfully, wisely ; 0m Fire’ and ‘Exactly Like You.’ Her 
modifying her routines to appeal to a Stint could be polished up by a better | 
less classicminded audience. selection of songs. Si Baker’s horn- 
- : A ' tooting solo on ‘Honeysuckle Rosé’ 
Charles Carrer has evidently given 1 Ts / 
S pacKs a wallop, 


plenty od eat pagel to his’ pugeling Pinky Tomlin, who gets top-billing | 
¥ : > ? *k vo \ ] } ‘ 

turn. a, we king with) among the surrounding acts, hasn't | 

usual tools of his trade, he performs! changed his standard routine, which 


before a flashy portable bar, 


mixing 


a consists of crooning some of his awn 
10 drinks at a time by flipping the compositions while twanging a 
ingredients into the tumblers. It’s gyitar, plus some warmed-over 


good for ear-tingling 


Lately of the niteries, Linda March 


returns. Hollywood patter. 


are ‘Il Did It 


Among his latest 
and I'm Glad’ and ‘I'll 


is now a localite. largely confining Be Your Sitting Bull,’ both fair 

her activities to radio work. She’s a| novelty tunes. He more recently had 
hee ad ys 2 } 

striking brunet with nice pipes, and | %€en leading a band. 


Lowe, Hite and Stanley are their 























sufficient musical training to score Usually entertaining selves in re- 

her own arrangements. They're | peating their familiar—yet ever- 

standouts. Leslie. funny—comic knockabout routine. 

Billy Reyes registers nicely with a 

juggling act that’s combined with | 

‘ e smooth patter plus a takeoff of 

Willkie Charles Boyer. _ Bao 

House at catching (Friday after- | 
| . . oon) vas wa 

Lo Continued from page Ie filled. wa about three ss 


Lehman interests entering the War- 
ners’ setup and future realignment 


STRAND, BROOKLYN | 





leaving him a spot to fill. Lehman 
group has holdings in RKO and | 


Sammy Kaye Orch (14) with} 
Tommy Ryan, Maury Cross, Marty 
McKenna, Alan Foster, Three Kadets, 
|\Three Smart Girls, Joe & Jane 
severe] lerge corporations through |MeKenne; ‘Two Latins from Man- 
his Iaw firm, has moved closer to in- | #@tten’ (Col), 
dustry affairs since appearing as | 


Paramount, but is far from having 
control in either company. 
Willkie, who already represents 


With the help of only two outside 
acts, Sammy Kaye’s sweet band put 
on a 65-70 minute show here the past 
wee'end that move like Whirlaway. 
| At the helm throughout, Kaye’s han- 


Nye-Clark-Wheeler senate sub-com- 
mittee probe of alleged propaganda 
on the screen, 





| ronage. 


dling of the show kept it racing and 
in a jovial mood. He even found it 
a cinch to keep wraps on the heuse’s 
balconyites, who normally lean 
toward swing, and there apparently 
isn’t a rowdier audience anywhere 
than the usual inhabitants of the 
Strand’s shelf. 


First portion of the band layout 
hits the fastest pace. It includes 
various pop tunes, ‘Aurora’ to open, 
all of the band’s novelties and spe- 
cialties and the Three Smart Girls. 
Marty McKenna plugs the leader's 
own ‘Hawaiian Sunset,’ turning a 
good vocal; Maury Cross kicks in a 
rather light vocal of ‘Music Makers,’ 
but encores with his click “Beat Me 


ae 


STATE, N. Y. 


Ritz Bros. (3), Di Gatanos (2) 
Ruth Terry, Three Arnolds, Keith 
Clark, Ruby’ Zwerling’s house band: 
‘Texas’ (Col.), reviewed in VA- 
RIETY, Oct. 8. 

State stage show again this week 
has the old variety pattern, avoiding 
the familiar m.c. to follow five acts 
one atter the other in from-acrobats- 
to-star sequence. It goes (1) acro- 
bats, (2) magician, (3) gal singer, 
| (4) dance team and (5) Ritz Bros, 
The quality is there in most of the 
turns, the layout moves fast and is 





Daddy’ comedy and another bit | plenty solid most of the way. 

wherein he plays various instru-| Ritz trio’s wacky antics click as 
ments: Alan Foster, fairly new to/!usual. Boys, though, don’t seein so 
Kaye's vocal complement, is a bit|funny that they should convulse 
nervous, but otherwise okay on /| themselves to the point where they 


‘Don’t Want to Set World on Fire.’ 
Highlight of opening interlude is 
band’s ‘Modern Design,’ a recently 
recorded arrangement that lends it- 
self much better to stage work than 
as a record. Based on Pall Mall's 
radio transcription, the thing caught 
instant resporse here and the audi- 
ence went all out for it. ‘Daddy,’ 
Kaye's previous novelty click, gets 


short, but satisfying, handling. 
Tommy Ryan, guitarist-vocalist, 
handles a pop and two standards 


neatly and wound up with heavy ap- 
preciation. 


can’t say their lines, especially in a 
‘Snow White’ variation of their old 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ routine. Other- 
wise they are fine. They give gen- 
erously of their dancing, which is 
topnotch for both aesthetic (?) and 
comic effect, and run the gamut of 
nonsense from terping wiih a spec- 
tater in the aisles to leading the 
orch. Plenty of encore demand. 
Di Gatanos rate with the tops in 
the ballroom hoofing field. ‘Ballroom’ 
| is hardly an apt cescription of most 
| dance duos, but is particularly re- 
mote as applied to the Di Gatanos 
becaus2 the femme virtually 





Three Smart Girls, a dance act | “-"~"- does a 
that has improved steadily, comes specizliy. A blonde looke1 with ter- 
up in the first half hour, too. They rific gums (which she freely shows , 


clicked easily with smartly laid out 


unison routines and challenge work 
and return later to work with tam- 
bourines in a gypsy medley by the 
band. Outfit is equipped with the 
instruments, too, 
pleasing effect. 
Joe and Jane McKenna’s familiar 
act comprises what is really a sepa- 
rate, or second, portion of the lay- 
out. McKenna won a wealth of 
bellylaughs with his drunk routine 
and general knockabcut with his 
partner, but the burlesqued adagio 
bit slows things up. It’s drawn out 
a bit too much, Otherwise strong. 
Finale is, of course, Kaye's highly 
entertaining ‘So You Want to Lead 
a Band. He handles the contestants 
and the questioning of them deftly. 
Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 18. 


Smiley Burnette with Chuck Curtis 
& Tex Terry, Harold Barnes, Louise | 


Stone, Jack & Jill Warren, Coralie & 
Kaye, 3 Steppers, Jon Yost, Herb Six 


to go through a | 


her litheness and supp!e movements 
are splendid. Spins and '‘fis have 
all the desired zephyr quality. Finale 
routine, however, a fast one made 
up almost entirely of lifts, is not up 
to the slower ones, in which the 
| femme has more opportunity. 


Ruth Terry, now a _ Hollywood 
starlet, has what it takes in face and 
figure, but her singing appeared off 
at this catching. And inasmuch as 
her whole turn consists of nothing 
but warbling, that was important. 
Prior to going to Hoilywood. she was 
a vaude and nitery regular. 

Keith Clark, working with cards, 
ciggies, kerchiefs and other items of 
legerdemain, might be a_ topnotch 
magician for intime spots, but hardly 
suits the large State. His tricks are 
| far too much of the subtle and small 
; variety to be seen by a sizable au- 
| dience. Why the Anglicized moniker 
|} is a question, too, as Clark makes 
| much of a strong French accent and 
| is billed as ‘The International Mys- 
| tifier’. 

Three Arnolds, two guys and a gal 
in an acro and tumbling routine, are 
Start off slowly 
some minor push-‘em-up, but 
close strong with comic snake rolls. 





| the curtain-raisers. 


| with 


House Orch; ‘Down Mexico Way’ | Herb 

(Rep). | i¢ . 
Many ups and downs have been TT 

the iot of the Tower in the past few | STANLEY, PI 

weeks, but this show is in the lower | a ne 

ratings, especially by comparison | Pittsburgh, Oct. 17 

with last week’s show ‘(Horace Heidt ‘Funzafire’ with Benny Meroff 

unit). The 65 minutes of opening | Orch (10), Ken and Roy Paige, 


day condensed advantageously later, 
but show still contained wide varia- 
tion of pitch and pace 

Week also includes a= “split in 
headliners as Smiley Burnette and 
company held the top billing for first 


Dianna Abbey, Al De Vito, Rita De 
| Vere, Hoffman Trio, Terry Howard 
and Ralph Rio, Dianne Moore. Cope- 
lands (4), Al Spiro, Billy Morosco; 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB). 


two days and the Hoosier Hot Shots Longer Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ 
moved in Sunday (19) to play re- | goes, better it gets. Current edition 
maining five days. Manager Barney | is an improvement over last season's, 
Joffee figured the two days with | but could still stand a little more 
Burnette advantageous since frog- | inventiveness in material and situa- 
voice has a local rep from the Autry | tions When the Meroff show was 
films, which play the Tower, and j|;around a year ago ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
ince he is in the territory on a tour | hadn't played here yet, so the stuff 
of personals, particularly at fairs. was new to the locals. Since then 
Assortment of standard acts is | Hellz’ has hung up two record- 
mild. with possibly the best work breaking weeks at Nixon (legit). and 
being done by Harold Barne’s dances | that’s why it. behooves Meroff to 
and flips on the tight wire. His | Keep abreast of conditions. , 
work is definitely first rate, but his As it is there’s still a little too 
mannerisms and stage presence are much of ‘Hellz’ in the aisles. On the 


overdone, possibly explained by cir- 
cus performances he has been doing. 
Jack and Jill Warren as a terp team 
are a good looking pair of young- 
sters, but foot work is only average. 
Louise Stone's contribution is 
straight fiddling for mild audience 
acceptance. and the turn by Coralie 
and Kaye has two gals (one a neat 


‘Empty Saddles’—by Chuck Curtis. 
Except for Curtis it’s all corn, un- 
shucked, unhusked and unshelled, a 
bit of it even raw: and that’s a lot 
of corn even for the family type, 


| western followers of the Tower pat- 


I Trio have been playing 
fairs, one-nighters and small towns 


,;and the change to this more metro- 
|politan patronage evidenced 


some 
Quin. 


‘ICE-CAPADES’ 100G, DALLAS 
Dallas, Oct. 21. 

‘Ice-Capades of 1942’ closed at the 
Arena, Dallas, Sunday (19), gross- 
ing over $100,000 on the week's en- 
gagement. 

Show grossed more than anything 
on the Texas State Fair grounds 
here. 


difficulties. 


stage he has’a tightly-knit little unit 
which runs off in sock style. When 
‘Funzafire’ tries to duplicate its big 
Broadway brother on the other side 


of the footlights it suffers by com- 
parison, For one thing, Meroff 
doesn’t have a line of girls at the 
moment, using the coin on more acts, 


which is all right, but the femmes 


- . S re > >] lay- 
looker)’ in a knockabout acrobatic | tg = be i a 7 + . * h 
. . . -ar > -TOS z @ | Si 
bit that sums up as semi-acrobatic | - ith = ae eee andl — os ‘ 
and semi-comic. Jon Yost has been | Aside ~el Meroff. ‘a veteral 
added to the house regulars as kes nica Re IM al 
— 4 —_s c} NMNé y c 18S Wav around 
straight announcer, filling vacancy repre rag Bic acthag «ated * f ‘F = 
. . € g Dp Enis Ol ul a 
made by departure of singing m.c fire’ are still Ken and Rov Paige 
Lester Harding ; gg, alae ta 
, . who hav lim since the 
Burnette and his twosome have |. / , — em pen, Oe ; 
tage ar 90 { hi junit started. Knockabout comics 
stage over 20 minutes, dishing out | } sot their st: locally trio 
the commodity he purveys | who got their start locally in a tri 
. purveys on the | with fat Tiny Wolf, later to go wit) 
screen > combines iis mn ToOiC ~ . Paes 5” 
screen. He combines his own voice | Biye Barron, and currently on the 
juggling, instrumentalism and chat- |Coast, are helpful all the way 
ter wi irling by pone See, o ly he 
r with Tope twirling by partner | through in bits, but really crock ‘em 
|Tex Terry. and smooth singing— 


with their own specialty, with Roy 
particularly clicking on his tele- 
scopic joints and looking like a 
flaccid invalid in search of vitamin. 
Others are all new this season. and 
best of the newcomers is Terry How- 
ard, doing her familiar enfant ter- 
rible pulling at her panties, and 
working now with Ralph Rio, who's 
at least ornamental. Howard gal 
comes on next-to-closing and mops 
up with a turn that’s been standara 
for a long time. 

Copelands (three gals and a boy) 
have a great roller-skating turn, but 
it would be twice as effective with 
different costuming. Those Indian 
spangles are uncomplimentary for 
wo femmes, and half of the audience 





won't be able to tell just what sex 

they are. Get-ups aren't worth that 

phosphorescent flash at the finish 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Duluth Fans Now 


Getting Curious 


bout Delay of Nat'l Advertized Pix 


Duluth, Minn., Oct. 21. 

Film patrons know practically 
nothing about the consent decree, 
the state’s anti-bloc of five act and 
the general muddle in which both 
have tossed the Minnesota film in- 
dustry, but they are beginning to ask 
questions. They want to know why 
nationally-advertised pictures are 
not being exhibited in town. 

Exhibitors aren't sure whether it 
is smarter to let the public know the 
exact situation, thereby letting them 
think that they are getting old prod- 
uct, or keeping it quiet and hoping 
for an early settlement of the con- 
troversy. 

Current product showing in first 
run houses offers ‘It Started With 
Eve’ (U) and ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ 
(Col) both non-consent decree prod- 
uct and ‘Henry Aldrich for Presi- 
dent,’ which comes in under the 
Paramount contract 
Amus. Co. 

Letters to editors of dailies ask 
most frequently about play dates for 
‘Citizen Kane.’ 





Curious on Par Pix 


Milwaukee, Oct. 21. 

Lack of any Paramount product in 
the downtown first-runs for several 
weeks past has occasioned comment, 
but is due to fact that producers 
have been unable to make a deal 
with Fox houses, which dominate the 
situation. Big shots from home 
offices have been here trying to aid 
local reps to iron out the situation, 
but so far without success. 


Recent acquisition of Saxe houses | 


by Fox has increased the chain's 
Milwaukee string to 30 theatres and 
gives them an advantageous lever- 
age, so they are sitting tight, even 
though ensuing shortage of pictures 
has forced them to play Metro prod- 
uct (heretofore reserved for the 
Wisconsin) in the Palace. 


MAX BLATT’S $690,000 
ANTI-TRUST SUIT IN A.C. 


Atlantic City, Oet. 21. 

A $690,000 ‘triple damage’ suit was 
started against the eight largest film 
producers in New Jersey’s U. S. Dis- 
trict Court Wednesday (15) by own- 
ers of the local Empress, who claim 
they have been shut out of the first 
run pix market by the ‘Big 8’ in vio- 
lation of the Sherman and Clayton 
Acts. 

Defendants to the suit, who were 
given 20 days in which to file an an- 
swer, are Warner Bros., 20th-Fox, 
RKO, Paramount, Universal, Colum- 
bia, United Artists and a local group 
listed as their agents. 





Plaintiffs are Mebco Holding Co.,| 
which claims $180,000 actual dam- 
ages, and Mebco Theatre Co., Inc., 


claiming $50,000 actual loss under the 
setup by which new theatres, unless 
they be part of a chain, are the last 
to receive new films. Each concern 
seeks twice the basic amount as 
punitive damages, in addition to ac- 
tual damages. 

Both holding and operating com- 
pany are headed by Max E. Blatt, 
owner of the largest department 
tore in AC. Holding company owns 
Empress theatre om Atlantic avenue, 
between South Carolina and Tennes- 
see avenues, next to Blatt’s store. 
Until early last spring, building was 
occupied by the Embassy, operated 


by Weland Theatre Co., but latter 
moved out when Blatt gave notice 
rent was to be upped when lease 


expired. 


Frank 


Pier, furnished site at corner New 
York and Atlantic avenues, and new 
Embassy was built on it. Left with 
empty theatre building and equip- 
ment on his hands, Blatt decided best 
thing to do was go into show biz 
himself. Took name Empress, so 


only three marquee letters had to be 
changed. 

First thing Blatt discovered was 
difficulty a new house has in getting 
pix. Unable to get good new ones. 
he has been making the most of good 
ones from former years, 

Law firm of Cassman & Gottlieb 
filed suit with Federal Judge John 
Boyd Avis on behalf of Mebco com- 
panies. Distributors and local agents 
named co-defendants with the ‘Big 
8’ are Stanley Co. of America, War- 
ner Bros. Circuit Management, 
Loews’ Ine., Radio-Keith-Orpheum, 
Paramount Distributing Corp., Uni- 
versal Exchange, Gravatt, George F. 
Wielland, P. Mortimer Lewis, and 
the Ventnor Realty & Leasing Co. 


with Minn. | 


P. Gravatt, owner of Steel | 





'UA-SELZNICK DENY 


GENERALLY TO SUIT 


| An answer to charges of pla- 
| giarism, which consisted of a gen- 
| eral denial and a request for a dis- 


| missal, was filed by United Artists in 
|N. YY. federal 
(Tuesday ) in connection 

Edwina Levin MacDonald’s 


against it, Daphne du Maurier, 
Doubleday Doran & Co., Selznick 
International Co., and David O. 
Selznick. UA also filed intentions of 
examining the plaintiff before trial 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

The plaintiff charges the pla- 
giarism of her story, ‘I Planned to 
Murder My Husband’ in ‘Rebecca.’ 
An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are asked. 


court 
with 
sult 














Indies Desparate | 


Continued from page 7 











a 
| ners and RKO—never started 1941-42 
| Minnesota selling (except for Para- 
mount and RKO deals with the 
Minnesota Amus. Co.) because of 
the law which they are attacking in|} 
suits seeking a court declaration of | 
the measure’s  unconstitutionality | 
and a permanent injunction against 
its enforcement. 





sota selling until a final determina- 
tion of the law’s validity, and are 





higher courts, there’d necessarily be 
| wholesale closing of independent 
| theatoees or part-time unprofitable 
operations in the state. 
| Exhibitors’ hopes were dashed 
| when M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox district 
| manager, after being in a huddle 
| with New York home-office officials 
and lawyers for 10 days, returned 
without any encouraging word about 
the starting of Minnesota selling. 
Exchanges’ Hands Tied by Law 
Relative to Minnesota independent 
exhibitors’ plight, Levy had the foi- 
lowing to say: 
‘Upon my return, I 
number of exhibitors 
close their theatres. 


found 
preparing to 


iced out of Milwaukee or some other 
out-of-the-state exchange. 

“We feel deeply conce 
our customers who have 


about 
been with 


rned 








do with the anti-decree 
| sage. However, much as we'd like 
| there’s nothing we can do for them 
| at this time. And we even can’ 
hold out encouragement for them.’ 
The film exchanges and Northwest 
Allied are in conflict relative to 
theatre closings. 
‘There absolutely 


7 e ’ 4 
iaws pas- 


are no theatres 


in Minnesota that, up to this time 
have closed because of insufficiency 
of product,’ asserted Fred Stron 
Northwest Allied executive secre- 
tary. ‘The A house in Northfield is 


operating only on weekends, but this 
is the one instance that has come to 
my attention. However, if sellin: 


g i 





| 
| ‘ 5% 3 \ 
| If the companies eliminate Minne- | 


any 


They call us by | 





yesterday | 


‘Allied Swapping Info on 





l letter of the consent decree, Allied 


selling policies. 


| Department for the surveys which 
| are to furnish exhibitors with a com- 


compelled to carry their fight to the | 
| Sidney R. 





| 
| 


us for years and who had nothing to | 


'prepare for his director job on ‘My 


long distance telephone, pleading 
with us to do something for them | 
and asking if they couldn’t be serv- 


lof the 


not started by Nov. 1, or thereabouts, | 


| a number of theatres will be affected 
| and likely will shutter.’ 

| On the other hand, the exchanges 
| assert that theatres in the following 
i towns, ‘and: many others,’ 


already 


{ 


have closed or ‘are about to close’ 
| because they haven’t enough prod- 
iuct: New Ulm, Alexandria, Fergu: 
Falls, Staples, Waseca, Annandale, | 


| Buffalo, Blue Earth, Northfield, 
Wing, Belle Plaine and Kewatin. 

It was indicated that Northwest 
Allied governors will meet this week 
to discuss the situation. An appeal 
to the Government to intervene and 
force selling and civil suits against 
the film companies has been sug- 
gested. 

Also to be considered is a proposal 
to request the county attorney to jh- 
dict J. J. Friedl, Ben Blotcky and E. 
L. Goldhammer, Minnesota Amus. 
Co., Paramount and RKO heads, re- 
spectively, for alleged violation of 
the state law. In making 1941-42 
deals with Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit), Paramount and 
RKO apparently defied the measure. 
If convicted they’d be liable to a fine 
and imprisonment, but their defense 
would Be that the law is unconstitu- 
tional, 


Red 





| Co. 
| Theatres Circuit of Monterey, Rose- 





Tradeshows 


Oct.23—‘Weekend for Three’ 
(RKO), in New York only, 
11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. (RKO 
Exchange). 

Oct.27—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th), in New York 





only, 2:30 p.m. (20th-Fox 
Exchange). 
Oct. 29—‘Target for Tonight’ 


(WB), in all exchange cities 
except New York (where it 
has already been shown), 
10 a.m. 

‘Blues in the Night’ (WB), in 
all exchange cities, includ- 
ing New York, 11 a.m. 








Distribs’ Behaviorism 
Anent Consent Decree 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 
To learn whether distributors are 





living up to the spirit as well as the | 


is setting up a national survey of 


Plans were worked out here at a 
meeting of the Allied Information 


plete outline of present sales policies. 

The reports will be made monthly 
on the selling policy under blocks-of- 
five and also on the policies of the 
non-consenting companies with the 
first expected to be ready by mid- 
October. They will contain informa- 
tion on where and how pix were 
sold, whether there are any decree 
violations such as the forcing of 
shorts and whether there are any 
territories in which discriminatory 
measures are at work, according to 
Samuelson, of Eastern 





Pennsylvania Allied. While it was 
outlined as a statistical survey it will 
be, followed by reports making 
recommendations based on the find- 


ings 
The plan was worked out at aj} 
meeting attended, in addition to 


Samuelson, by Don E. Rossiter, of 
Indianapolis, and Arthur K. Howard, 


of Boston, with Pete J. Wood as the 

fourth member. The _ information 

service intends to extend its survey | 

service to exhibiiors nationally. | 
‘ ’ 

Lang Starts ‘Sal | 

Hollywood, Oct. 21 | 


Back from a 
Fritz Lang moved 


long hospital siege, 
into 20th-Fox to 


Paul 
Banks 


songs of 


Sal,’ the life 
composer of ‘On 
Wabash’ and 
generation. 
star is Rita Hayworth, 
Columbia. Don Ameche 
candidate for male 


Gal 
Dresser, 


story of 
the 
other 


a past 

Femme 
loaned by 
is the leading 
topp 





Reversals 


——-_— (Continued from page (=e 





proved that existing clearance which 
' 


has stood for 11 unreason- 
abie, 

Appeal was taken by 20th- 
Fox and State Operating Co. which | 
enjoys the 60 and 30-day clearance | 
over Descoteaux’s houses. The New | 
York board of three judges wrote in | 
their Gecision that ‘it is essential that 


years 1S 


nableness 


such unreas¢ 


by sufficient proof before any award | Con 


can properly be made revising clear- 


ances.’ 


The California appeal, also revers- | 
ing the findings of the Los Angeles | 
board, involved the Mission Play- 
house at San Gabriel, all the de- | 
cree distributors and the United | 


West Coast Theatres, 
Pasadena: Alhambra 
of Alhambra and 


operating in 
Amusement 
the Edwards 


mead and Garvey. 

In granting changes in clearanees, 
the L. A. tribunal raised the point 
on appeal whether it had the power 
under the decree to grant to the 
Mission, San Gabriel, a run ahead 
of the Rosemead and Garvey houses, 
as was done. Under the award, the 
arbitrator created a run in favor of 
the San Grbriel house, increasing 
‘the maximum clearance against the 
Rosemead and Garvey theatres in a 
manner not authorized by the de- 
cree,’ the appeals judges held. 

Effect of the decision is that arbi- 
trators have the power to shorten 
clearance but cannot fix a maximum 
greater than the existing clearance. 
Under the decree the distrib would 
not be compelled to grant the greater 
clearance. 





| fails to make much of an 


| dubious editing. 


should appear | <: 


—_—_— 
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SOUTH OF TAHITI 





adventurous trio of sailors who ride 
out a storm in their little schooner 
to land on the island. Going through 
a series of sequences devoted to ele- 
mental horseplay, switch swings to 
romance between Donlevy'=§ and 
native gal, Maria Montez, while other 
two sailors figure scheme to pilfer 
horde of rich pearls. Early tenor of 
the piece is forgotten in the in- 
effectual attempts to generate inter- 
est in the sophomoric happenings, 
but windup finds the boys content to 
remain with the natives when Don- 
levy marries the girl. 

Island natives seem to have many 
conveniences of civilization despite 
remoteness from tirade paths. 

Cast members submit to slapstick 
situations at frequent intervals in an 
unsuccessful attempt to maintain 
audience attention, while George 
Wagegner’s direction is very bumpy 
in the second half. Walt. 





Saddle Mountain Roundup 


Monogram production and release Stars | 
Ray Corrigan, John King, Max Terhune. 
Directed by 8S. Roy Tauby reenplay by 
William L, Nolte; camera, Robert Cline; 
editor, tay Claire; music, Frank Sanuecci. 
Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 
14, °41, dual. Running time, 60 MINS. 
RINNE 0.545.9'0'00 66 00060086545R05 Ray Corrigan 
nn EE PE OTET ECCS CT ee John King 
Sere cocccccccess Max Terhune 
ak SEV COTTET Ee ° eenesers Lita Conway 
aaa eovcccococced Jack Muthell 
a Bo See ectecese des Willie Fung 
‘Magpie’ Harper...... ° John Elliott 
NOI bar kecnsetan eee-- George Chesebro 
UIE S u.¢ cp 00406 bemeeOeaee cal ick Holmes 
SON 5 6.s'e's's'vedcd eas ee .. Steve Clark 
oo Ser Peay eric eee Carl Mathews 
Cousin Herald Goodman........... Himselt 


Scripter William L. Nolte injects 
the whodunit element into this latest 
frame in S. Roy Luby’s sagebrusher 
strip of the lives and loves of the 
Range Busters, the doughty trio of 
western adventurers who still bat 
1,000. John ‘Dusty’ King’s warblings, 
Ray ‘Crash’ Corrigan’s dramatics and 


Max ‘Alibi’ Terhune’s comedy all 
summed up with the screenplay 
make ‘Saddle Mountain Roundup’ a 
ticket-wicket winner. 


Plot has starring trio peddling cat- 
tle for feebl@John Elliott when they 
receive a note from latter urging 


| haste, since he fears for his life and 


his money. Leaving Terhune behind 
to collect the beeves. King and Cor- 
rigan arrive to find Elliott murdered 

Suspicion is shrewdly showered on 
virtually every member of 
household and Elliott's associates. 
Trio’s efforts and success in unmask- 
ing Jack Mulhall as the killer make 
exciting film fodder. 

Lita Conway, as the femme solo 
mpression, 


the 


but hers is a minor stint. Mulhall, 
}as a lawyer with a criminal record, 
bids fair to regain in westerns the 
|fame he knew 10 years back. Willie 
Fung and George Chesebro lend 
hefty support. 

Single bad spot is Ray Claire’s 


This is particularly 
surprising in view of superior work 
on earlier issues of this series. Lubv’s 
direction is topnotch, Robert 
Cline’s camera has done a creditable 


task. Art 


ana 


Death at a Broadcast 


(With Songs) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


Film A Hug Pe 
M . Y.. ¥ 
14, ‘41 ; 71 MENS. 
T) ve | ‘ t ‘ 
Leopold | Trev 
Joan. Dryden... .&.s.ccce 1 Newlar 
Rodney | n Bececeeoseess Her Ker 
Julian RHEE Us 6000 ede Seessbece \ G elgud 
ee DEAT... . cncecdeocavke I dor 
SOO: BIOVING. » Kedcerceccces Betty Davies 
Herbert Evans........cce.- Jack Hawkir 
5 ney i I ‘ VW 
Sir Herbe Fa 1} I Robert Rende 

mmis ? (; r Mel 

Here is a good idea gone awry 
through faulty enactment Failure 
of an all-Engiish cast and technica] 
| 8roup to put over the story no doubt 
is traceable to film’s vintage—tvpe of 
raglo microphone used and hai 
getup of femmes hint fil: \ 
turned out at least five or six ve; 
ago. Lighting, direction and acting 


bear this 
support, 


out. It’s secondary 
American audiences will not be 
intrigued by the introduction of al] 
the mechanics of British broadcast- 
ing studios. There’s too much ‘of 
this. But, when the fable gets into 
the typical Scotland Yard search for 
the slayer of a radio actor, pace is 
quickened in typically British meller 
manner. This part of story spots 
three sweethearts of a dramatic 
actress, plus several minor suspects, 
as likely to have killed another 
actor during a broadcast. Yarn de- 
picts the victim of the murder plot 
as a temperamental player who in- 
Sists on emoting in a separate studio: 
extremely far-fetched, but essential 
to plot. The Scotland Yard inspector 
ultimately solves the murder by 
means of a sound track of the fatal 
broadcast. 

Aside from Ian Hunter’s neat por- 
trayal of the inspector from the 
Yards, other performances range 
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from stilted to artificial. Peter Had- 
don is best in support as a foppish 
comic bent on viewing a_ studio 
broadcast. Others include Mary 
Newland, radio dramatic actress who 
is the cause of it all and overly dra- 
matic throughout; Austin Trevor: 
Henry Kendal, the detected killer 
who looks too much like the Scot- 
land Yard man; Val Gielgud and 
Donald Wolfit. 

Two singers, including a colored 
femme, in the variety radio show 
wear form-fitting gowns that hint 
pre-Haysian code supervision. Even 
this added lustre is dimmed by the 
faulty lighting and photography, 
| Direction is weak. Vear. 


Roach’s ‘Streamliner’ 


Expands to 70 Mins. 


Hal Roach, who recently gave up 
'feature production to specialize in 
| ‘streamlined product’ of about five 
reels in length, paradoxically finds 
one of his current pix, supposed to 
be a briefie, running 70 minutes. 
| That’s only two minutes shorter than 
| his last feature, ‘Broadway Limited.’ 

The superspecial streamliner, now 
in final editing, is ‘Fiesta.’ It is in 
Technicolor. Others in the Roach 
group have been running around 50 
minutes. ‘Hayfoot,’ the second film 
in the second group of five abbre- 








viateds, went into production last 
week, It has same cast as ‘Tanks a 
Million,’ which was in the first 
bunch. 





PANAMA EDDIE 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Eddie Albert drew the title role 
jin ‘The Panama Kid’ which rolled 
today (Tues.) at Universal with Wil- 
|liam Frawley and Truman Bradley 
}in chief support roles. 
| Ray Taylor directs 
|Grant production. 





the Marshall 





Metro-Chain Break 








first two blocks of 1941-42 pictures, 
the distributing company has re- 
fused to come down on its terms and 
rather than bow to McNeil & Naify 
has decided to sell away. 

While the threat to sell away 
sometimes softens a buyer Metro ap- 
parently means it, with this distribu- 
ting company reported to have deals 
with 11 different indies in 
the Frisco area, 

Tough Traders 

Both Bob McNeil and Mike Naify, 
the business, have the 
reputation in the trade of being 
sharp buyers and bargainers. Their 
refusal to accede to the terms de- 
manded by Metro, one of the five 
companies under the consent decree, 


in work 


veteran in 


means that they lose the product 
of one of the most important pro- 
ducing companies, although there is 
alway the chance, under decree 
selling, that on subsequent blocks 
peace may be effected. However, 

here a distrib sells away to a new 
‘ustomer, establishing fresh  rela- 
tions, the loss to such a circuit as 
McNeil & Naify might become 


permanent. 

A minor Golden State circuit exec- 
utive says that report of a break with 
Metro sounds like Metro propaganda, 


| while McNeil who handles all buying, 


also denies it. 
Thus far no 
known to have 


ble is 


serious l 
» with 


trou 
cropped ut 


od |Other’ distributors, 10r anywhere 
‘else with Metro, but dealing under 
tre decree is young and negotia- 
tion n many case have not } ° 


gressed to the point where the de- 


cisl to sell away has been ap- 
} chec This includes both af- 
filiated and unaffiliated chains. 
Rep’s Deal 
Detroit. Oct 21. 


Following prolonged negotiations, 
Republic has completed a deal by 
which its 1941-42 product will play 
49 Michigan Co-Operative houses in 
Detroit. 

The deal finally was completed by 
James R. Grainger, with Sam Sep- 
lowin, local manager, meeting with 
C. E. Burmele and other Co-op 
executives, 


Par’s Hula Stymie 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Grover Parsons has been dis- 
patched to Honolulu by Paramount 
to open an office on the island and 
keep the company posted on the sit- 
uation there. Consolidated Amuse- 
ment is at odds with Paramount over 
| rentals. 

Parsons was formerly with Re- 
public, 
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ALL FEMININE AMERICA WILL CRY— 
“LET'S GLOW, GIRLS!” 


And they’ll GO for Boyer till they’re packed to the foyer! 
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| SHE wanted the 
| __ fnarriage 
a . to last! 
dh 
BOYER ~ SULLAVAN 
un 
with Rita Johnson * Eugene Pallette + Ruth Terry » Reginald Denny 
).M. Kerrigan + Cecil Kellaway » Roman Bohnen oe. 

| Directed by WILLIAM A, SEITER = |. (5% 
| 4 BRUCE MANNING Production : 





| Associate Producer, Frank Shaw | ; » - 
A UNIVERSAL PICTURE Nationally Released OCTOBER 31 
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May 0.0. Alleged ‘Warmonger’ Pix 
Next Week: Jukeboxers on the Pan 





. we 


Washington, Oct. 21. 

Long-delayed scrutiny of alleged 
‘warmongering’ films may occur 
next week. But Senate propaganda 
probers are unlikely to hear any 
further testimony for at least a 
fortnight. 

With the war issue hotter than 
ever, because of the ship-arming 
bill, Chairman Burton Wheeler yes- 
terday (Mon.) sought to prod the 
sleeping Clark subcommittee and 
also suggested broadening the in- 
quiry to include ‘lewd and lascivious’ 
entertainment for boys in camp. 
Wheeler huddled with senators D. 
Worth Clark and Gerald P. Nye 
Monday (20) evening to hypo his 
colleague, who definitely seemed fed 
up with the continued absence of 
Senator Charles Tobey and his do- 
nothing attitude. As soon as the im- 
petuous New Hampshire Republican 
returns, the subcommittee will be 
called for strategy talks, Clark said 
today. 

Awaits Better Timing 


Both C. Wayland Brooks and 
Ernest McFarland were on hand, but 
because of McFarland’s open oppo- 
sition and Brooks’ on-the-fence man- 
ner, the subcommittee chairman 
wants Tobey on hand before map- 
ping further proceedings. Tobey is 
not expected back this week. 

Doubt whether hearings should 
be resumed until the Senate dis- 
poses.of neutrality act modification 
issue was voiced by Clark, after 
a huddle with fellow isolationists. 
In view of the prospect that the 
molten debate will continue at least 
a week, he’s inclined to leave things 
in the air except possibly for 
scheduling few morning screenings 
of cited pictures. Unfair to sum- 
mon people from distance for hear- 
ings running only hour and half 
daily, Clark feels, and solons can’t 
make much headway if able to have 
only one session. 

Wheeler’s crack about ‘lewd, 
lascivious’ jukebox fiickers was not 
elaborated, but suspicion arose the 
isolationist leader sees a chance to 
further smear the Administration 
by pointing an accusing finger at 
Jimmy Roosevelt. Clark said 
Wheeler didn’t go into details or 
give a definite idea of what upset 
him. Subcommittee chairman added 
he has no knowledge of his own of 
any off-color slotmachine entertain- 
ment. 

Wheeler said that after the hud- 
dle he wants the subcommittee to 
wind up its preliminary study 
shortly and make a report to the 
parent body. 


‘We’ Boy 

‘We of the motion picture in- 
dustry, Mayor LaGuardia of 
New York at a meeting of As- 
sociated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers last week declared, and 
then stopped to explain the ‘we.’ 

‘I moved the industry te New 
York one day last year, remem- 
ber?’ he asked. ‘And I haven't 
given up yet,’ 


Sept. Grosses 
Off, According 
To US. Tax Take 


Washington, Oct. 21. 
Amusement business continued 
erratic through August, with another 
drop in grosses evidenced by the 
Treasury’s admissions tax receipts 


in September. Monthly statement 
out today showed $593,295 slump 
from August collections, with Sep- 
tember total of $6,444,950, third low- 
est so far this year. 

Bringing Government haul to $59,- 
193,644 in nine months, the Septem- 
ber take carried Uncle Sam’s reve- 
nues since the tariff was upped July 
1, 1940, to $89,859,021. For this year, 
grab is running more than 100% 
ahead of same portion of 1940. Nine- 
month figure is $26,116,902 in front 
of 1940 mark. Tke drop from Au- 
gust to September was not the worst 
but ended short-lived improvement 
in amusement trade. After gains of 
$880,212 in July and $569,422 in 
August. 

The decline of $885,333 in Sep- 
tember haul was almost $600,000 less 
than slump from March to April and 
nearly $200,000 smaller than May to 
June dip. Despite the down-trend, 
business volume still was better than 
1940. The August receipts were 
$2,923,186 fatter than for same stanza 
prior year and September figure was 
$593,295 ahead. 


Try and Do It! 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
If they can keep mothers away 
it won’t be so bad, but RKO today 
(Tuesday) will be overrun with 104 
kids for use in four pictures. 
Gang-up includes two papooses. 


—— 
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court in matters growing out of 
Fox’s bankruptcy petition. 


Judge Davis and Morgan 8. Kauf- 
man, Scranton (Pa.) attorney, who 
were accused of acting as go-be- 
tweens in the deal, were tried twice 
on the charges, but each time were 
discharged when the juries dis- 
agreed. Two weeks ago the Attor- 
ney General's office announced that 
it was nol-prossing the indictments 
against the jurist and the lawyer. 


Immediately after sentence was 
passed, Fox’s attorney, Martin W. 
Littleton, Jr., was granted permission 
by Judge Bard to appeal the sen- 
tence to the U. S. Circuit Court and 
Fox’s bail was hiked from $5,000 to 
$15,000. 


Fox showed no emotion during 
the arguments for appeal or the sen- 
tencing. First, Littleton sought to 
Change Fox’s plea from guilty to not 
guilty, but the motion was refused. 
Then the lawyer asked for suspen- 
sion of sentence, and then for clem- 
ency. 


‘Fox was the only honest man in 
the transaction,’ said Littleton in an 
impassioned voice. ‘He did not seek 
favors for the $27,500 in loans he has 
admitted having made to Judge 
Davis. Instead of Fox seeking to do 
wrong, it was justice itself which 
sought to be corrupted. Is the Gov- 
ernment’s farewell to the man who 
tried to do right a demand that he 
be sent to jail?’ 

Judge Bard ruled out any refer- 
ences to the Davis trials, which 
Fox’s attorney claimed failed to 
prove any guilty intention on Fox's 
part. 


BERGER’ BEEF 
VS. PARAMOUNT 


Minneapolis, Oct. 81. 

Bennie Berger, large independent 
circuit owner, was to file a complaint 
with Arbitration this week against 
Paramount. He charges that the 
distributor has refused to quote ren- 
tal prices for its product for his re- 
cently acquired Duluth, Minn., Ly- 
ceum theatre ‘commensurate with 
similer runs and situations.’ 

While not refusing to sell. him 
product for the Lyceum, Berger says, 
‘Paramount quoted rentals out of 
reason and designed to keep product 
out of the house, a competitor to 
Paramount’s subsidiary, the Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. 

‘This arbitration case may lead to 
a court test,” says Berger. “That’s 
where we would like to find out just 











how far they can discriminate 
against an independent opposition 
house.’ 


Minnesota Amus. Co. formerly op- 
erated the Lyceum, but relinquished 
it following the completion of its 





cry MUSIC HALL 


“YOU'LL NEVER 
GET RICH" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














PARAMOUNT 


Paramount Presents 
Bob Hope 
Paulette 
Goddard 
—in 
“NOTHING 
but the 
TRUTH”’ 
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‘PALAC 


Starts Tomorrow 
Henry FONDA - Joan BENNETT 


WILD GEESE CALLING” 
—Plus ist N. Y. Run— 
“WEEKEND FOR THREE” 
Jane WYATT - Dennis O’KEEFE 


In Person 


ANDREWS 
SISTERS 











B'WAY & 
47th St. 








Ee FRANK LLOYD'S i 
“THIS WOMAN IS MINE” 


Franchot Tone @ Walter Brennan 
Carol Bruce 


eines RIVOLI Saz’st! 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 




















2ND WEEK 


GARY COOPER as 
“SERGEANT YORK” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
IN PERSON 


PHILSPITALNY ofktu. 


new Norshore theatre in Duluth. 





N. Y. Screen Publicists 





With further meetings imminent 
on contract negotiations between the 
New York Screen Publicists Guild 
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4th Big Week 

To Be Specifie— 
It's Terrific 
Clark 
GABLE 


Broedwas 6let Street 


Lana 
TURNER 


“HONKY TONK” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 











Starts Thur., Oct. 23 
Dorothy Lamour 
Jon Hall 
“ALOMA of the 
SOUTH SEAS” 


LOEW’S 
STATE ‘sc 


Laat Times Wed. 





RITZ BROS. In Technicolor 
In Person —_——- 
ee On Stage! 
“TEXAS” Danton 
Wm. Holden WALKER 
Claire Trevor and Revue 





and film companies, Guild is charg- 
ing ‘continued evasive tactics on the 
part of the companies, with refusal 
to come to grips with the major 
issues involved in the Guild’s con- 
tract demands.’ 

Wage scales and closed shop are 
the sticklers in the negotiations. 
Burton Zorn, Metro attorney, acting 
as spokesman for the employers, said 
they will ‘not go for any type of 
union shop.’ Guild counsel, Sidney 
E. Cohn, claims that closed shop is 
the rule rather than the exception 
in the industry. 

General agreement has been 
reached on several points, including 
inclusion of piece-work artists in the 
negotiations, a basic 40-hour week 











BILLOWS OF FUN 

Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

‘Mexican Spitfire at Sea’ set sail 

on the RKO lot with Lupe Velez and 

Leon Errol disputing command of 

the naval expedition and Charles 

(Buddy) Rogers as the handsome 
lieutenant. 


Leslie Goodwins pilots the Cliff 





Reid production. 


and an unspecified minimum wage. 

Mail ballots which were to have 
gone out to SPG members during the 
past weekend on whether or not to 
affiliate with the CIO were held up. 
No explanation of the reasong was 
given. Special membership meeting 
will be held, however, tomorrow 
(Thursday) evening to discuss the 
affiliation and progress of negotia- 
tions, 





Aver Majors ‘Evasive’ 





UA Shopping for Film 


Exchange in Hudson, Wis. 





Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 

Representatives of the United Art- 
ists’ New York real estate depart- 
ment are looking over sites for an 
exchange at Hudson, Wis., to which 
the local branch, which is being 
shuttered this week, might be moved. 
Hudson is located just across the 
Minnesota line a few miles from the 
Twin Cities. 

While UA officials assert they’re 
closing the Minneapolis exchange, 
throwing 18 people out of employ- 
ment, because they can’t do business 
in Minnesota on account of the state 
anti-consent decree law, heads of 
Northwest Allied, which sponsored 
the measure, claims the company .has 
been considering the move for sev- 
eral years because of unprofitable 
operations. 


LaGuardia Okays 
Film Industry's 
Anti- Axis Stand 


‘The screen must not be censored 
by intimidation,’ Mayor Fiorello H. 
LaGuardia of New York declared 
last week in castigating the dying 
investigation of Hollywood by the 
Clark Senate subcommittee. 

‘The motion picture industry has 
the overwhelming support of the ma- 
jority of American people,’ he as- 
serted, ‘and no bigoted investigation 
_— be allowed to curtail its serv- 








‘The film industry has absolutely 
nothing to be ashamed of in the pic- 
tures of the past few years and has 
certainly no apology to make for 
the accurate view it has given of 
what is going on in Europe.’ 

Mizgoner congratulated Hollywood 
for ‘standing up toe to toe and fight- 
ing’ the present probe. Remarking 
that he knows plenty about legisla- 
tive investigations, having been on 
both sides of them, he said the cur- 
rent affair ‘brought about by people 
who believe in freedom only when 
the fellow who has it agrees with 
them’ is ‘one of the first great abuses 
of legislative power.’ 

‘It’s amusing,’ LaGuardia declared, 
‘that these senators want to know 
why most pictures show Nazis in an 
unfavorable light. The mistake in 
that regard was made nine months 
before Hitler was born. 

‘Films can do ali sorts of camera 
tricks, but the scenarist isn’t alive 
who can show anything good in the 
Hitler regime. You can’t make a 
gentleman out of a Nazi.’ 

Praising ‘Sergeant York,’ the 
Mayor asked if isolationists would 
prefer a picture of a guy going into 
the Army and betraying his country. 
His only objection to ‘I Wanted 
Wings,’ another of the films on the 
Nye-Wheeler verboten list, he said, 
was that it made early flight training 
look too easy. 

‘I was in camp for I don’t know 
how many months,’ he declared, ‘be- 
fore I saw my first blonde.’ 

Asserting that every latitude given 
the press must and should be given 
the screen, the Mayor pointed out 
that ‘no one would undertake to cen- 
Sor an editorial, because we have 
gone through that stage. That fight 
was fought years ago in England. 
Films are merely an extension of 
the press, a new means of communi- 
cation.’ 

LaGuardia had a special word of 
praise for the March of Time and 
newsreels. He spoke at a luncheon 
of the Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers. Another luncheon for him 
will be given by the Theatrical Mo- 
tion Picture and Radio Division sup- 
porting his reelection at the polls in 
November, It will be held at the 
Astor hotel next Monday (27) with 
a large turnout of names in the vari- 
ous entertainment fields promised. 





Selznick’s Cronin 
Deal May Up Pic 
Rights to $100,000 


David O. Selznick’s deal with Dr, 
A. J. Cronin for rights to the author’s 
‘Keys of the Kingdom’ calls for op- 
tions running up to a year, the final 
price to be $100,000, it has been 
learned. Arrangement is not en- 
tirely unique but is unusual. 

Deal calls for a $10,000 payment to 
Cronin for four weeks’ work on a 
screen treatment. If Selznick at the 
end of six months still wants to hold 
rights he must pay Cronin another 
$40,000. And if he still intends to 
make the picture at the end of a 
year he must put on the line an 
additional $50,000. 

Cronin, who has a reputation in 
Hollywood and with New York pub- 
lishers and agents as an unusually 
tightfisted bargainer, is said to have 
agreed to the Selznick deal only be- 
cause there was little other film in- 
terest in the book, despite its posi- 
tion at the top of the best-seller list. 
There has been no direct Catholic 
opposition, but there has been com- 
ment about ‘poor do¢trine.’ Priest 
who is principal character is said to 
be a bit too tolerant on the moral 
side. 

Prime interest of studios is cen- 
tered now in ‘Iron Mountain,’ new 
Phil Stong novel. Metro is said 
likely to buy the book, hoping to 
make of it another ‘Boom Town,’ 
shifting the background from oil to 
iron. Publication is still a long way 
off with mag serialization likely first. 

Agent Harold Matson has set a 
$40,000 figure on screen rights. 

‘Drivin’ Woman,’ novel of a 
femme’s fight against the tobacco 
trust, which Metro bought last April, 
before jt was written, has been ac- 
cepted by Ladies Home Journal for 
serialization. Author Elizabeth 
Chevalier will get a maximum of 
$75,000 from Metro, amount hinging 
on book sales, and will grab off an- 
other $35,000 for the LHJ serializa- 
tion. Mag is cutting the 300,000- 
word book to 75,000 words. Book 
will be out next year. 








Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Metro bought ‘White House Girl,’ 
by Ruth Finney. 

Edward Haldeman sold his yarn, 
‘Lady Bodyguard,’ to Paramount. 

Warners bought ‘My Life in Sing 
Sing,’ by Lewis E. Lawes, former 
warden of the New York State 
prison at Ossining. 

Warners acquired talker rights to 
Fanny Hurst’s ‘Humoresque,’ filmed 
as a silent by Cosmopolitan in 1920. 


Golden Quits 20th To 
Head SOPEG (CIO) Org. 


David Golden resigned last week 
as a story department reader at 20th- 
Fox in New York to become tempos 
|rary chairman and organizer for the 
|Screen Office and Professional Em- 
ployes Guild, Local 109, CIO. In the 
organization, which is the spearhead 
of a drive for general CIO unioniza- 
tion of eastern homeoffice employees, 
are the Screen Readers Guild (of 
which Golden is presidefht), and Co- 
lumbia, Loew-Metro and RKO office 
workers. 

Independent organizations of of- 
fice employees are functioning at 
Paramount, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros., and they, with the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild, are expected shortly to 
join up with SOPEG. CIO group 
was presented its charter Friday (17) 
evening at a social and business ses- 
sion attended by about 500 at Fra- 
ternal Hail, N. Y. 

Employees in the low income 
groups at United Artists, where 
SOPEG organization is just getting 
started, were given a 10% increase 
by the management last week. 
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Bioff and Browne from each of the 
four major film companies for not 
calling a strike of the IATSE, it was 


stated. 

Warner said he paid Bioff $80,000 
during 1936 and 1937. First payment 
was in May, 1936, when the first de- 
mand allegedly was made. Warner 
said that he told Bioff such large 
sums of cash would be difficult to 
raise, and offered partial payments 
of $10,000 each at intervals. 

‘By the time I split it with the 
boys, $10,000 will be peanuts,’ Bioff 
is declared to have told Warner. The 


defense counsel leaped into the 
breach. ‘Did he say what boys?’ de- 
manded Breslin. ‘No sir.’ The law- 


yer leaned forward, ‘Did he say the 
Schenck boys?’ he asked. ‘No,’ 
shouted Major Warner. 

Judge Knox drew repeated pro- 
tests from the defense counsel during 
the direct examination by asking 
Major Warner directly, what, if any- 
thing, Bioff had said he would do if 
the money was not paid. 

‘We had no conversations on this 
when he called at my office, your 
Honor,’ said Warner. ‘Why did you 
pay the money then?’ asked Judge 
Knox. 

‘I was afraid of what would happen 
if I did not,’ said Warner. 

‘Why”’ 
The court again asked ‘Why?’ 
‘They were big operators. They 


lyze our business. We were in a 
very bad financial way at the time. 
We had just gone through four years 
of a terrible depression in which we 
lost $30,009.000.’ 

Warner described the manner in 
which Bioff allegedly demanded the 
money from him. He had already 
talked with Nick Schenck on the sub- 
ject. 

‘IT received a phone call from 
Bioff,’ said Warner. ‘He wanted to 
see me, and I told him to come to my 
office. When he got there he seid. 
*You know what I’m here for, don’t 
you?’ I told him I did, and that I 
had spoken to Mr. Schenck. 

‘He told me we would have to pay 
you $50,000 or take the consequences. 

‘A few days later Bioff called me 
and said he wanted to see me again. 
I told him to come up. He was 
alone, but Mr. Carlisle (Samuel 
Carlisle, controller of Warner Bros.), 
was with us part of the time. I in- 
troduced them and told Mr. Carlisle 
what we were up against. I said 
we had to pay this man $50,009 and 
that it was going to be very difficult 
to raise. 

‘Mr. Carlisle said if Bioff would 
take a check it would be very simple. 
Bioff refused to take a check and it 
resulted in his having to contact us 
again to see what we could do. I 
gave Carlisle instructions to raise the 
money. 

‘I told him that when we had con- 
ventions or exploited certain pic- 
tures he was to add to the voucher 
If a voucher for $500 came in, he 
was to add $2.000 to it, and keep that 
money for the sum he was to accumu- 
late. 

‘Bioff came around to make 
first collection at the end of May.’ 

Major Warner declared that an 
envelop with $10,000 was waiting for 
him, and placed conspiciously on the 
desk of Mr. Warner’s secretary. 
Bioff picked it up and went out. 

Willie Makes the Rounds 


In August, 1936, Bioff came around 


his 


for the second installment and the 
Same arrangement was made. A 
Payment was made again in Decem- 
ber, 1936, and in February, 1937, 
Bioff collected $20,000. In April, 
1937, Bioff came around and wanted 
more 


‘I told him I was under the im- 
pression that $50,000 was our obli- 
gation to him, but he said, ‘Oh, no! 
You have to pay $50,000 this year, 
and next, and every year after that, 
right along.’ 

Warner said he then got in touch 
with Carlisle and raised $15,000 that 
day. Warner said the new demand 
was not a surprise, since he had 
heard from other sources Bioff was 
making the rounds again. He said 
that on one occasion Browne accom- 
Panied Bioff but could not remember 
when. 

The Warner vice-president then 
declared, ‘I recall that on one of 
those payments I had the deuce of 
a time getting it together, and asked 
Harry (M. Warner) on the Coast to 
help me. I had not told Harry be- 
fore this. He said, ‘Why didn’t you 
tell me before?’ I told him he had 
enough trouble running the company 
and keeping it out of bankruptcy 
without bothering about this.’ 

In the afternoon session, Harry M. 
Warner, president of the company, 
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‘for Christmas presents.’ 
ately after New Year’s of 1938, Bioff 


could pull out their men and para-' 





took the stand. He told of his con- 
versation with his brother, and said 
he had a voucher issued for $7,500 
which was sent to Carlisle. In No- 
vember, 1937, he had a conversation 
with Bioff in which he said the lat- 
ter inquired if he was aware of the 
strike at Columbia Pictures which 
had lasted a day some time the week 
before. Bioff told him there was 
$20,000 still due. 


‘I told Bioff I had no money to 
give him,’ Warner testified. He said, 
‘You know it’s not all mine. I have 
to give away the greater part to 
some boys in Chicago.’ Bioff in- 
sisted, and a few days later called 
again. When Warner said he still 
did not have it, Bioff declared, ‘You 
know what is coming to you if you 
don’t pay it.’ 

Bioff also said that it was just 
before Christmas and the boys 
needed money for presents, and had 
to have the money. Warner then 
issued a voucher for $5,000, and 
phoned Carlisle who told him he 
could raise $5,000. 

In addition to the $5,000 on the 
voucher, Warner said he secured 
$2,500 additional from petty cash. 
He then gave the money to Bioff 
in front of the studio office build- 
ing. Bioff looked at it, and said, 
‘That’s chicken feed, but it will help 
Immedi- 





phoned again. Warner had raised 
$12,500 more and gave it to him out- 
side the building. ‘I told him not to 
ask for any more since he would 
not get it. I didn’t want any more of 
that stuff,’ the witness said. Correa 
then asked Warner why he paid 
Bioff at all. 

-‘I was scared they might close up 
the business and I was afraid of 
bodily harm,’ Warner answered. 

It Ain’t Hay 
Breslin in cross examination sought 
to show that Warner had been ex- 
tremely friendly with Bioff. He 


within three miles of each other, 
and said that Warner’s manager had 
bought 220 tons of alfalfa in 1939 
and 1940 from Bioff. A record sub- 
mitted showed that the purchase was 
canogo oat hay, but the witness be- 
came angry, and insisted what he 
had purchased was alfalfa. 

Asked if he and Bioff had not 
clocked horses at 5 a.m. on his ranch, 
Warner drew a laugh by saying Bioff 
might have, but he never rose at 5. 
Warner admitted he once invited 
Bioff and his wife to Warner’s ranch 
to see a picture. He denied calling 
him ‘Willie’ When asked if Mrs. 
Warner had not called him ‘Willie,’ 
the witness became belligerent and 
demanded, ‘Would you like to know 
what she really called him?’ He 
then declared, ‘You keep Mrs. War- 
ner out of this.” The defense then 
introduced a telegram from Mr. and 
Mrs. Warner to Mr. and Mrs. Bioff, 
when the latter were on a cruise 
which read, ‘Sorry we are not on the 
boat with you. We certainly could 








| featured by 


| representative from Metro. 
pointed out that their ranches were | 








use it. Take it easy and have a good 
time. Kindest regards.’ 

Court then adjourned with the 
witness continuing on the stand 
under cross-examination yesterday 
(Tuesday). 


Bioff’s Brother-in-Law 
Details His Collections 


Hearing on Wednesday (15) was 
Bioff’s brother-in-law, 
Norman Nelson, who had allegedly 
collected for the IATSE west coast 
Nelson 


described his being called to Cali- 


fornia by Bioff in 1937, and of being} 
told by Bioff that Metro owed him| 


money which he could not collect be- 
ing in an awkward position because 
he held down the union job. Desig- 
nated the collector, Nelson received 
$125 weekly from Bioff and turned 
over the balance to him. All told 
Bioff received $55,820 from him, 
Nelson said. 

Earlier in the day, Louis B. Mayer 
had told the court that up to early 
summer, 1937, he had been buying 
his raw stock film from Eastman 
Kodak. In June or July of that year 
he received a phone call from Nick 
Schenck, who asked if an offer to 
sell raw stock to Metro, made by 


DuPont, some time previous, was 
still open. Upon Mayer’s assurance 
that it was, Schenck instructed 


Mayer to accept the offer and to 
establish a sub-agency for the pur- 
chase of the raw stock with Smith 
& Aller, DuPont’s agents. The latter 
had offered a 7% commission to any 
agent nominated by Mayer who 








could sell their product tc Metro. 
Schenck told Mayer to give this 
agency to a friend of Bioff. Mayer 
said he asked, ‘Why,’ and was told 
by Schenck, ‘Because he can make 
us plenty of trouble, but I don’t want 
to argue about it, just do it.’ 

A short time later Bioff phoned to 
see if Schenck had communicated 
with Mayer and a meeting was ar- 
ranged. The agency was then given 
to Nelson and 50% of Loew’s raw 
stock purchases were turned over to 
the agency, which lasted until the 
time of the indictment in May, 1941. 
Harry Beatty was subsequently sub- 
stituted for Nelson in 1939. 

It was disclosed by Mayer that the 
7% amounted to $70,000 yearly. Total 
payments to Beatty were $159,029, 
and $77,448 to Nelson. Average busi- 
ness received by DuPont from Metro 
jumped from $10,000 monthly to 
$100,000 a month. 

Mayer Never Challenges Schenck 

Mayer, who stated he had been in 
charge of the Metro studios for 17 
years, was jumped on in cross-ex- 
amination by defense attorney Bres- 
lin, who demanded to known why 
he had not questioned Schenck when 
told to put Nelson in charge of the 
sub-agency. The film executive an- 
swered that he never challenged the 
demands of his superior. He was 
then asked if it was not true that he 
was receiving three times Schenck’ 
salary at that time, or in excess 0 
$1,000,000 yearly. When questione 
by the court as to the relevance o 
the inquiry, the defense couns 


(Continued on page 27) 
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In Philadelphia—nearly everybody reads The Bulletin 


Money talks — but money doesn’t always listen. 


For 36 years, the best way to be sure of reaching the No. 1 
Philadelphia Market is with the No. 1 Philadelphia Newspaper. 


Today The Bulletin has a bigger lead in the Philadelphia news- 


paper field (based on general display advertising, in classifica- 


tions acceptable to The Bulletin) than any daily newspaper 


in the ten largest markets of the country. 
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What's Your lemperature? 


T.. motion picture is a business. It seems well to say this, because so 


much that we may read, hear, and see tends to an impression that it 


ds a fever. 


aM United States has been built by business; ever improving business 
-— conducted * with sane diligence, working for profits-and ultimately 
successful in just the degree with which it has rendered service with’ a 
level-eyed policy of producing and selling on terms that have delivered 
margins of satisfaction at each step from plant_to_customer—consistently, 


continuously. 


has Pictures Corporation is a business. 


: corporation was founded for the sole.purpose of making reason- 
able profits for a long time. To make profits for a long time requires a 
gonsistent delivery of satisfaction to the customers, That calls for product 
that can be counted on, so made that it can be sold at prices consistent with 
the market, delivered on a policy which recognizes:the: mutual interests 


Of buyer _and seller, on the long pull. 


ee always to make money out of its customers, and 
€xpects to do that always because the customers have taken profits out of 
Republic product, Six years of Republic experience show that a great 
many showmen like to buy profits; that more every.year_recognize sound, 


@taple product made on performance, even if the field does glitter with 


gilded promises, 


ea is the American way of constructive service of the whole 


people. It is the American way to pay and get what it pays for. 


= is a business because ft serves, enables the‘theatre to be a 


business.“ There is no substitute for profit. 


REPUBLIC PICTURES CORPORATION 


BUY U. &.: DEFENSE !BONDS 
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stated that it wanted to mew | 
Schenck was not Mayer's boss. Judge 
Knox decided that this issue was | 
irrelevent, and drew gales of laugh- 
ter from the courtroom by pointing 
out that his salary was $10,000 a 
year, while court referees frequently | 
made $30,000. “That does not mean | 
that I cannot give them orders which | 
they must obey,’ Knox remarked | 
dryly. | 

Nick Nayfack, executive of the} 
Metro west coast studios, told of re- 
ceiving instructions from Mayer to 
place Bioff’s man on the payroll. He 
said that he instructed Smith & Aller 
to fire Beatty after the indictment 
was filed. 

John Westly Smith, of Smith & 
Aller, then told of meeting Bioff at 
Mayer’s office and making the deal. 
Nelson came to collect the money 
monthly, the witness stated, when 
asked what the two men did, but 
Beatty after one visit asked that the 
checks be mailed to him at home. 

Padded Expense Vouchers 

The day's session had been opened | 
with David Bernstein, Loew’s treas- | 
urer, on the stand. He identified | 
padded vouchers for expenses for Al | 
Lichtman, Marvin Schenck, Charles | 
E. Moskowitz, Leopold Friedman, J. | 
Robert Rubin, Joe Vogel, and him-| 
self, which totaled $102,264. Of this 
amount $2,264 represented actual ex- 
penses, the balance being turned | 
over to Bernstein. 

Under cross-examination by Henry | 
W. Uterhardt, Bernstein declared he | 
is 59 years old, earns $2,000 weekly 
as a Salary, and receives 42% of 
Loews profits, after a $2 dividend on | 
the common stock. Last year he re- 
ceived $246,000 from the company, 
with which he has been 36 years. 

He said that he had learned ac- 
counting in school, and 
asked if he had learned to make 
fictitious entries there also. ‘I think 
they were genuine as expenses of the 
company,’ he stated. Bernstein de- 
clared that he had a deposit box 
since 1910 and for the past 15 years 
kept $200,000 in cash in it. 

He withdrew $50,000 in 1936 to pay 
Bioff and Browne which was the first 
time he had withdrawn money 
pay for company affairs. He denied 
making payments from this fund to 
any other public officials. The money 
was returned to him by padding ex- 
pense accounts. Rubin was the only 
one of the executives who knew the 
reason for the larger expense 
counts. When questioned by others 
as to ‘why’, he said, ‘I need it for a 
certain purpose I can’t 











to 


tell 


about.” He repeated he considered | 
it a legitimate expense of the com- 
pany. 

Under re-direct by Correa, Bern- 


stein said he advanced $25,000 on an- 
other occasion, on the plea of 
Charles C, Moskowitz who told him 
it was to pay off Browne and Bioff. 
This 


latter part was stricken from 
the record, following protests of the 
defense counsel. In answer to digs 
from Martin Conboy, who asked him 
not to be annoyed at questions, Bern- 
Stein stated, ‘Im not annoyed, coun- 
sel; I’m just trying to help you.’ 


Kent and Beatty Both 
Excused by Illness 


Thursday’s 
was by the 
to secure t 
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Government's 
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inability 
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the same illness on the part of each 


coronary thrombosis. Witnesses were 
Sidney R Kent pre ident of 20th 
Century-Fox and Harry W. Beatty 


reputedly successor as payoff man to 


Norman Thor Nelson, Bioff’s 


brother-in-law. 

_ Kent's illness was disclosed when 
Correa declared that he would be 
unable to appear, and called Dr. 


Harry Gold, N. Y. heart specialist. 


Dr. Gold testified that he examined | 


Kent for the first time in 1939, and 
that he had never really been well 
Since his heart attack that year. He 
had had at least three other attacks | 
Since then, the last coming 10 days 
880, and he is in a very serious con- 
dition. Dr. Gold stated that in his 
Opinion, ‘it would be disastrous to} 
have Mr. Kent attempt to testify, or 
even to take his deposition at his 
bedside.” As a result of this testi-| 
mony, which went unchallenged by | 
the defense, Hugh J. Strong, super- | 
visor of personnel at 20th-Fox since | 
1936, confidentia} worker for Kent. | 
former police officer in Newark and | 
Kent's personal bodyguard, took the 
stand, | 

He stated Kent called him 0 his 
Office in April 1937, and asked him | 
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| torneys’ table. ‘That’s him,’ he said. 





| ation, 


; also 


Uterharat | 


| Albert 


ac- | 


you | 


land in the U. S. Signal Reserve 
Corps for the past 10 years. He had 
barely time to start when the trial 


| month ago. 








to accompany him (Kent) to the 
Warwick Hotel, N. Y, Before leav- 
ing, Kent placed some large bills in 
an envelope. On arriving at the 
Warwick, Kent phoned from the 
lobby and asked for Bioff. A short 
time later a bellboy arrived and Kent 
tendered the money to the bellboy 
in the envelope. 

In September or October of the 
following year Kent again called 
Strong to his office, and drawing out 
another envelope filled with $100 
bills, told Strong to deliver it to 
Bioff. Strong went to the Hotel Astor 
where he asked for Bioff and was 


told to come up. ‘I handed him the 
envelope with $100 bills and he 
opened it and counted it. When he 
saw everything was OK I was told 
so, and I left,’ Strong stated. Asked 
if he saw Bioff in the courtroom the 
witness pointed dramatically to the 
labor leader in the back of the at- 


Dr. W. Drew Chipman, of Cali- 
fornia, earlier in the day had stated 
that Beatty was suffering from heart 
trouble and said that he would be 
unable to make the trip east to 
testify. 


The day was opened with Nelson, 
finishing his testimony and identify- 
ing income tax returns of his own, in 
evidence. He stated that in June 1939, 
Bioff called him in and told him, 
‘You're fired.” This was in Browne’s 
presence, and no explanation was 
given. When he asked for an explan- 
he was told, ‘you are all 
through, so stay away from here.’ He 
said that Bioff had given his 
mother-in-law $20,000 for a house. 

In rapid succession, Frank C. 
Olsen, secretary of the Chicago The- 
atrical Protective Union, Local 2, 
of the IATSE since 1926, told that 
Beatty was a member of the local 
ice 1902, and Browne since Aug, 
1915. Florence Rice, bookkeeper for 
the IATSE in N. Y., said that Beatty 
had drawn a salary of $110 weekly 
from the union from Aug. 4, 1936 to 


Feb. 10, 1939. 
William McDermott, credit man- 
ager of the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 


N. Y., testified that both Beatty and 
3rowne had registered for a suite on 
April 29 and.left April 30, 1936. 
Podenhauer, auditor for the 
Hotel Warwick, said that Bioff and 
Beatty had registered together April 
30. 1936: and on March 30, 1937, Bioff, 
his wife and Browne all registered 
at the same time. 


Michel Told to Raise Cash 


WwW. C. Michel, executive v.p. of 
20th Century-Fox, told that in the 
spring of 1936 he was requested by 
Kent to accumulate money. ‘I pro- 
ceeded to find a way to raise the 
cash, and secured about $90,000 and 
save it to Kent,’ he said. This was 
from 1936-40. The money was raised 
through vouchers. The witness said 
that Kent invariably kept $50,000- 


$75.000 in cash on hand in a box at 
the 20th-Fox offices. 

Last witness of the day was Major 
Albert Warner v.p. of Warner Bros. 


was adjourned to Monday (20). 


Regents Bd. Upholds Ban | 
Of ‘They Must Be Told’ 





Albany, Oct 21 
After a reviewlng committee of 
‘i oe | a as vi v iii, 
. had seen a screening of ‘Them 


Must Be Told’ and after arguments 
been presented by the ap- 
Cinema Service Corp., and 
Education Dept. attorney 
representing its motion picture divi- 
sion. the Board of Regents voted to 


had 
pellant, 
by a State 


uphold director Irwin Esmond in 
banning the picture. 
Regents agreed with Esmond |} 


that the film is ‘indecent, immoral | 


“ | 
and would tend to corrupt morals, 
| within the meaning of the education 


law. Esmond turned thumbs down | 
on ‘They Must Be Told’ more than a/ 


Joins the Gay Birds 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Twentieth-Fox loaned Lynn Bari 
to RKO for the femme lead oppo- 
site George Sanders in the third 
picture of the ‘Gay Falcon’ mystery 
series. 





Same producer, Howard Benedict, 
and same director, Irving Reis, con- | 


tinue with the sertes. j 


F-WC Buys Site 
in L. A. Suburb 


For 2006 House 





Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 

Entire block in nearby Glendale 
was bought by Fox-West Coast as 
the site of a new theatre. When 
finished it will represent an invest- 
ment of $200,000. 

New house will be the seventh 
for F-WC in the Glendale district. 
Others are the Glendale, Capitol, 
Gateway, Glen, Alex and California. 





Rio’s 2 New Ones 


The new 1,800-seat Metro Tijuca, 
luxurious nabe in Rio de Janeiro, 


Brazil, has been opened with Metro | 


‘Hardy Family’ picture. 
Another modern house in Rio de 


Janeiro, the Cine Metro Copacabana, | 


is also nearing completion, and will 
open shortly. 





Portland’s Newsreeler 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 21. 
A unit of the nationwide Newsreel 
theatres opened here Friday evening 
(10). The Newsreel, at present the 
Rivoli, will be operated by Ham- 
rick-Evergreen. 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 


New State, Lincoln, Neb., replaces the old Varsity where Al Jolson was 
fired after his first appearance 35 years ago. Jolson, then on the Keith 
circuit, on his first vaudeville run, sang and storied as a blackface come- 
dian at the Bijou, a made-over gravestone factory that grew into the 
Varsity, now a street-widening project victim. The Bijou manager, Frank 
R. Kimball, found Jolson’s lines too risque for Lincoln audiences, paid him 
| off in full for a week, and asked him to move on after one turn. 


| Jolson saw red, according to Kimball. He seized a brush, dipped it in 
| the first pot of paint handy, wkich happened to be green, wrote his name 
on the wall and drew a caricature of himself on a window pane. Kimball 
recalls hearing Jolson in a curtain call speech at the Los Angeles Bilt- 
| more revel in the circumstances of his discharge in Lincoln, Neb. 











Samuel Goldwyn’s deal with RKO for the distribution of ‘The Little 
Foxes’ is the last to be made on that basis. Contract is for 17% straight on 
the sale of the product and provides that no parts of the selling costs be 
taken out until Goldwyn has retrieved his negative investment on the 
picture. If the film does not earn its production cost, RKO stands to lose, 
although current grosses indicate a profit. Company’s sales forces are re- 
ported peeved because Goidwyn interfered with the marketing of the prod- 
uct by making direct deals over their head with exhibs. 








Hearst papers in Los Angeles accepted their first ads on ‘Citizen Kane’ 
| with a diplomatic runaround, deleting the title of the show and the name 
of the producer-director-writer-star, Orson Welles. Other L.A. sheets 
carried customary ads, mentioning Welles and his film, but the Hearst 
|papers read: ‘Starts Tomorrow. BIG SCREEN ATTRACTION. See it 
from the Beginning. Hawaii Theatre.’ There is still an embargo on 
Welles, although ads find their devious ways into the Hearst papers. 





An erroneous story emanating from Troy, N. Y., Oct. 21 and appearing 
| in the dailies had the local undertaker ‘unable to locate’ Bert Wheeler to 
inform him of the death of kis ‘mother,’ Mrs. Margaret Wheeler Griffin, 
Actually, she was the actor’s stepmother, whom he had not seen for more 
than 25 years. Wheeler was on the Coast at the time of her death and 
couldn't come east in time for her burial here last Friday (17). 








| 








REALLY your best friend and severest critic! 


T 


sound in pictures. Good sound, added to 
good pictures, has made millions of friends 
as well as millions of dollars for the mo- 


tion picture industry. 


HE human ear is a critical judge of 


sound —it won’t put up with poor 


Through making available many basic con- 
tributions that assured finer sound re- 
cording and higher quality reproduction, 
ERPI has been privileged for fifteen 
years to help you in pleasing the ears of 
theatre audiences throughout the world. 


Electrical Research Products Ine. 


A 


195 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 


Subsidiary of 


Western Electric Company 


gums First of a series of advertisements covering basic developments in the art of talking pictures. = 
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ESTIMATED NETWORK PROGRAM COSTS: 1941-1942 


(Night-time and Day-time Production Expenses [Not Radio Time], Inclusive of Actors, Musicians, Writers, 


Directors, Royalties, Prizes, Ete.) 





PROGRAM 




















ACCOUNT 


AGENCY 


NET WORK 


PROGRAM 


AIR TIME COSTS 


*Acventures Thin Man’ Woodbury.... Lennen & Mitchell ....... ETRE Boag As W.. . 8-8:30. in OEY ee Se $3,200 
‘Against the Storm’ Ivory Flake -Compton hla lowed x ambhiws Cae) date Geel Red i: ce i acahal ee dhe ticah -M-F., $-3:15. a ite iacaigie oe a 2,200 
*Ahead of Headlines’ Newsweek. - Tr cy-Locke-Daw RR ae a. ae weepeey mee eign ew bx Walon tae o 800 
‘Aldrich Family’ Postum Young & Rubicam ss Red 6 din aint these -Th., WN cs 6 ch dkeske a 4.500 
Seed Allen ..; ue . cot Texaco Buchanan 60 s540 bp wes 5 BS osetia We 9-10. eee +13,000-14,000 
“Amanda Honeymoon Bill’ Cal-Aspirin, Haley's M-O. ae B-S-H Po ret eee Blue dadnawnts M-F., 3:15-3:30. os Wenge oa 1,500 
‘America the Free’ ... % ....Anacin B-S-H pin he oe enewen «e's Geert, ereey Sat., 10:30-11. mew cee 1,500 
ee Se oC ug hts Rise k ee b ane Bet ...Bayer Aspirin B-S-H ay TLE TT CLES eee ’ Red. .Sun., 9:30-10. Pe nkcs tes 3,000 
‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ .......... . Campbell Soup Ward Wheelock CBS rh yee debe taben M-F., 7-715 WeGba Sie obs 55 7,500 
John J. Anthony ee .Ironized Yeast.... : Ruthrauff En kck¥dwevateeubas CBS 55 tives bgt iPa a ease M-F., 3- 3:15 YF er eee eee 1,000 
I NN 8 nd sie ss pce serene sweets whee ees .Armstreng Cor oY, -BBD&O Scie es. so edna Sat., 12-12:30 Wicrarecs 2.000 
*‘Jack Armstrong’ ... General Mills...6........00.- Knox Reeves ciate are wena aaa be ica Mutual Lh ire aiee ere M-F., 5:30-5:45. 1.700 
a A a ae uc 6 ele PORE Caw ae CES US baka ae : NN a5 os Cs onered misses “Oe SEVOR 3 Sob ockacedvaa : CBS are Nee -M-F,, 11:45-12. gel ae 2.000 
Gene Autry ea oe ats ...Doublemint F: WMEUOY FMUMANOO nib dod vk Seas so eee CBS. Sun., 6:30-6:56. ......... 3,000 
*‘Bachelor’s Children’ Colgate dental cream. Ted Re eer ye . Red.. eter 10:15-10:30. Re 1,800 
ey hp akeeg OEE ae RES RRR Dr. Lyon’s B-S-H Rees! . Red .M-F., 4-4:15 ae atk 1,500 
‘Battle of Sexes’ ..... Molle.. Young & Rubicam . Red Cae wa -Tu., 9-9:30 woats 1,250 
ED ako a aieiga eae ves +00 2-8 beso Macen's. «OP eRe eels ay Jeil-O po ge” en ee aes. Red ae .-Sun,, 7-7:30. fa n> | 18.500 
a et Ss Catniac' ys Gis MRO aw A KE Oe OA Chase & Sanborn .J. Walter Thomp on ‘ Red eC eott ay vis -Sun., 6-6:30 rebeie as 4c *11,000-12,000 
Ben Bernie PO gig CN AO PN ee ERE oe Pec nae . .Spearmint .-Arthur Meyerhoff ......... C BS Peer Sree es e .M-F Me © Cero it i 7.500 
Ns Salers We Pa Gh Sk bien renin SUTRA Oa EWES 0b 6994S 0955 a eee -Ruthrauff & Ryan ......... Ao Beer tere M-F. 12:15-12:30. a aise 2,000 
NN Ecards ss cea bees s > icc adbed cme Sine oosiseRb easy ss Gaeeea ees eee sh ccacpipet ole Fi BR OE ree CBS. si 8-8:30 PORN S Calas 8a 5 8,500 
‘Blondie’ ..... Deyn pie Nie N' se CROCKER ET ee Owe Ce CHAOS eee wee CEOS spa os caterers en, SN a ek os - NC eS ro | 2 750 
IN, (9 ek acl Sr ool lk te aly Phin ha dK dw eGe TOE REELED 8 0 6 .Chrysler.... .Ruthrauff & Ryan ....... sr MRA ihe a rc Pensa te -Th., 9-10........0... 16,000 
SS EEE REO, PETE EFET FETT LO LETT ETT ET » SEED sacs hs ec emcees Young & Rubicam ........ vps es M-F., 11:30-11:45. ho Ua 1,700 
EP eT Tere er eee Eee LL TT Howard Clothes. os. is. 6.scesies Redfield-Johnstone ..... EG i 4.0 Sexe ouseee Sun., | 6:30-7 2,800 
Burns & Allen ......... PT ee Terre ., eoune-& ‘Rupicam ...2. 6.5.3.2... » EE Ler ere rps i Tu., 7:39-8. iy OE Ee 7,500 
EO Weta can at wet cick. Ws atThee ocd or STS ade tied cae Campbell Soup................Ruthrauff, & Ryan CBS... oe bileg SS occ 6,000 
SD I aa wag 5 os dis's 0.5 00.4 00S COC ES +0 00 ede Re Ipana-Sal Hepatica................Young-& Rubicam.......... Sree eek Wed., 9-9:30. cp ae 11.000 
a 6 5.6 oY ch b.0'e 0s 00k SONS eee oa bw es CPE TRE STE Rie were re ere ee ee SE a ND o5-9's asks Fo ok ed hack ae cee SOU sé kat ow hs eet -Sun., 7:30-8 sae ees 3,000 
I cg eal siale cin ih wad dd 60a piba tpecehs Seq ties Kee eee SMMIEEINE se cas 5k ek eol B-S-H Paaaeway vais tied Mutuel 6. ae SS eee 1.800 
te hae k Nh ee oe wale g Carnation Milk.. .Erwin, Wasey ..... seemed ee, 20-3030. ... 2.350 
I I PSS). es pgiale State POW A Cees Oba e ie ae: Ry ae SSID * vin acs -9'9-475-5-whe Sebin be oars . Red M., 7:30-8.... 5.500 
a nn, 0 eeu a Ce whe bev haa bao Cities Service.... . adore at TOMAS 2.44. 6.5 OS Ee nr ce, | fig 3,000 
I Wiens WS A Ga as <0 ba aie.d Nea ee ESS eh WR ad RRS .Coca-Cola..... ..D’Arey el bod katane . Mutual. M. thru. Sat., 10 p.m. 10,000 
I as a oie i rede yw ia wie: ONE 0-8 9 4k eww Ole Oo Philip Morris..... PRE sc chcaawns « . CBS. -Sun,, 8:30-8:55 2.500 
OFT Te A Tree, Peover rT ie : Camels Ss ; Red Th., 7:30-8 2,500 
‘Stella Dallas’ ....... ree Phillips’ Magnesia B-S-H Red M-F 2 4:15-4:30 1,500 
*‘Danger Is My Business’ .. 20 Grand McCann-Erick Mutual W.. 10:15-10:30 1,250 
se ib ich eds ka kis ie oo Welch H. W. Kastor Blue Sun., 9:30-9:45. . 1,600 
OE, Shs S88 cae Te CULES Mee © Leda eeee ee aes , Spearmint Arthur Meyerhoff CBS Sun.. 6:55-7:15.... 1.200 
*‘Death Valley Days’ ....... Pacific Coast Borax McCann-Erickson .CBS Th.. 8-8:30 1.850 
‘Dr. Christian’ ........... Vaseline McCann-Erickson .CBS W., 8:30-8:55 4,000 
‘Doctor 1L.Q.” ...... Mars, Inc Grant Ady . Red M., 9-9:30 1,700 
*‘Double or Nothing’ ...... White Labs Wm. Esty Mutual s n.. 6-6:30. 1,800 
*‘Duffy’s Tavern’ ....... Shic} J. M. Mathes CBS h.. 8:30-8:55 4,000 
<a Anacin B-S-H Blue 7u.; W. Th. 7-736 3,500 
‘Famous Trials’ . Oh Henry Aubrey. Moore & Wallace Blue Tu.. 9-9:30 2.200 
NCE Tr oe oP er Tums Stack-Goble Red Th 10:30-11 aa 4,500 
rE ote la ie ohh crgios, + +.6' th Bia, b's @ 9, be aib stoke Campana Aubrey, Moore & Wallace CBS r. 9:30-9:55. kes 3,000 
‘Fitch Bandwagon’ Fitch Shampoo L W. Ramsey Red Sun 7:30-8 *2,000-3,000 
*Ford Concerts’ +a Ford Motor McCann-Erickson CBS Sun., 9-10 +11,000 
‘Front Page Farrell’ : Anacin B-S-H .. Mutual M-F., 1:30-1:45 1,500 
ER I i ee, a ne nee ..Wm. R. Warner Warwick. & Legler Blue EF 9-9 30. 3.500 
‘Gay Nineties’ CU elie oy itn ares at ale eG eg Shes eg ....Dill’s Best .Arthur Kudner . CBS ee ee eS 4,000 
Gillette Boxing Bouts .. Gillet Maxon Mutual Fri., 10 p.m ++175,000 
{| Red M-F, 11:30-11:45 ) 2.750 
*The Goldbergs’ ........ Duz Compton } CBS M-F 15-5:30 ( 
‘Good Will Hour’ Ironized Yeast Ruthrauff & Ryan Blue Su 10-11 2 500 
“Grand Central’ ......... Rinso Ruthrauff & Ryar Red F 7:30-8 3.000 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ Prince Albert Wm. Esty Red Sat., 10:30-11 2.500 
*Great Gildersleeve’ Kraft Cheese Needham, Louis & Brorby .. Red Sun.. 6:30-7 2 500 
‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’ Corn Kix B-S-H Red & Blu M-F.. 2:45-3 1.500 
"Guiding Licht’ ... Cama Pedlar & Ry R M-F.. 3:30-3:45 9 300 
*David Harum’ Bab-O.. Maxon Red M-F 11:45-12 1.800 
Helen iflaye Lipton’s Tea Your & Rubi ) CBS Sun., 8-8:30 7,500 
Gabriel Hee R. B. Semler Erwin, Wasey . Mutu M.. W., F.. 9-9:15 1.500 
OR Gita occ i 5 FS plonle stp we esis ...Tum Stack-Goble ....... . Red ; Tu., 8:30-9. 3.500 
SE OREN, pvr aos paccvededens Old Dutch IPE AR Te ee . Red M-F., 10:30-10:45 1,500 
Edwin C. Hill ... American Oil Sy ry ae ee . CBS M.. W., F.. 6-6:10 3.500 
Hillman-Clapper News ............. Trimount Clothin ts MOGUl .. sve Blue Th., 9-9:15 1.000 
‘Hobby Lobby’ Bt. AA ee ee Palmolive shave cream co ie ee ERE SO dele as Sat., 8:30-8:55..... 2.500 
MENON PVOMIETS” 2... ec scciccries Lifebuoy Soap.... oe eee » CBS P.,.. 10-20:30......; 5,000 
i Co. cook bien stieeseceaes Vases theca x0sss's Bromo-Quinine.... . Russel M. Seeds . Red Sun., 10:30-11..... 2.750 
Bob Hope ....Pepsodent.... Lord & Thomas ..... . Red Tu.. 10-10:30 10.500 
EE POT TE Te Pee Me ae er ee pee Maxwell House. ..4 . 0.6. ceecce Benton & Bowles CBS... M-F. 2:45-3 1.700 
Hedda Hopper paAh keaee MMS Ae Me NA RS Was albree As Sunkist.... Lord & Thomas CBS M.. W., F., 6:15-6:30 1,000 
SPR Oe Fete We MUPOMOS oie is cin vicedisccdes cece theese. . .Softasilk .B-S-H ; CBS M.. Tu., Th., 10-10:15 850 
i Ss os. alone 4p be pbere nie 6 obs sd ondom ....Fleischmann’s Yeast Kenyon & Eckhardt . Blue M.. 8-8:30 2.400 
Information Please’ Lucky Strikes Lord & Thomas Red F.. 8:30-9... 8.500 
ONE otk. Se pndsnaee sCamedees. ..Carter’s Pills Street & Finney Blue Sun., 8:30-9 1,500-2,000 
*Johnnie Presents’ ee et, ae 156 Philip Morris Biow Co Red T 8-8:30 4500 
*John’s Other Wife’ .... ere rr a 1 Wallace Hopper B-S-H Bl l Tu.. W 2/ { 15 
Bess Johnson * Supe Si S & R 1-} 10-10°1 1.2 
*Johnson Family’ . sek I rt B Young & Ru Mut W.. F.. 4:30-4:45 700 
I I oy av as ckveeves PI ps’ Magne B-S-H i Rex M-F., 4:30-4:45 1.500 
CS ee Gen’] F« Young & Rubican CBS M-F., 2:15-2:30 1.600 
STR OMNI © fos os.) ao nce'nie bine 0.90 0 A RPO ora 6a are afew sacate . Blue [-F.. 3:45-4 1.500 
NE ios a Sark va ato 8bes Lux Lord & Thomas ....... CBS Snj 7:30-8.... 2 600 
*Knickerbocker Playhouse’ Drene, Tee H. W. Kz eee pens Red Sat. 8-830 9 901 
on page 30) 
| — sa i ca a ee sponsored schedule, which is still far| go angle. Not so long ago Friday | time last year. In contrast, the Sat- 
a s 5 if predominantly dramatic serial, comes | night was rated in the trade as the! urday. morning talent situation has 
| a: Time Radio Costs UJ to $145,000. Outside of the Bob Hope stage-wall night of the week. De-/ perked up nicely, with Lever Bro 
how none of the holdovers has un-| spite the heavy battery of comics to | ‘Vaudeville Theatre’ being a notable 
= Continued from page 1 —_'{ dergone any appreciable lift in the | be found on the NBC-Red and CBS 





tertainment by night (see separate | of $671,000 a week for programs, as 
€stimate on daytime programs) is as 


isuch, This figure when compared to 


follows: | the expenditures prevailing at the 
ao csi toa hiss xu 58 $137,000 | height of the 1940-41 season repre- 
ET bee ssc nth pdaecwans 62,000 | sents a boost of 24%. Aside from 
Ce. 5 a5 ed bbe e babes cee 72,000 | the increase in the total number of 
ee 74,000 | network shows the relatively big 
Whursday ..... on peaeiaae 73,000 | margin may be attributed to the re- 
EE sca Gena. cheb hoses 76,000 | placement of the inexpensive quiz- 
Saturday .........0022.+.0++ 32,000/ audience participation show by con- 





siderably more expensive variety and 
BE wii cctwedeecetes $526,000 | dramatic programs. 
Inclusive of daytimers the aggre- 
te cost of commercial network en- 


a 
ae ener has reached a new high 


eoetee 





000, while the bill for the daytime 


_ The over-all cost for the night: | 
time contingent of programs is $526,-| day night as the most expensive of 
| the week nights from the talent out- 


;salary brackets. Hope’s program 
figured $9,500 on the Pepsodent books 
last season. Since then it’s gone up 
a grand. Jack Benny remains the 
top salary collector, namely, $18,500 
ja week for the half hour’s package. 

| It’s the second consecutive seasonal 
isalary rise for Sunday night. The 
;cost for the Sabbath night run of 
| programs tallies $137,000, whereas at 
| the peak of last season it was $112,- 

- 
| 000. 


Friday’s Status 
Friday night has replaced Wednes- 


Tuesday nights the accumulative 
| program expenditures for that par- 
ticular 
| those prevailing for Thursday night, 
| which tags Tuesday No. 4 of the 
week nights. 

Again Monday night accounts for 
a marked change in the week’s align- 


iment of talent costs. 2ast year 
| Monday ranked immediately after 
Wednesday. This season it’s a not- 


so-close sixth night of the week. 
| Saturday night continues to linger 
| away behind the pack, although the 
; outlay in program money is $6,000 
| better than it was about the same 


evening are slightly under | 


| case in point. 
Following is an estimate of the dav- 
j} time program costs of commercial 
| programs’ on NBC, CBS and Mutual: 





DAY TIME 

ecg SOE ae $24,000 
| ERE IS eee 22,000 
TESS Coe 22,000 
ED ahh owe't os) 4400s 22,000 

EY Sciaeseces oben seeae 22,000 

Raho eC ao bas 665s vi ae oe 22,000 

. ... . are 11,000 

Total ..... $145,000 
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BACKGROUND OF 
BECKMAN TALK 


In an atmosphere of hush and mys- 
tery and undercover conferences, the 
Amexican radie industry and the Ro- 
man Catholic Jeaders in the east 
nervously waited all last week for 
the speech of Archbishop Francis J. 
L. Beckman of Dubuque, Iowa, who 
was scheduled to speak on the NBC- 
Blue network on Sunday afternoon 
(19) at three. What lurked behind 
Beckman’s radio date and the appre- 
hensions it aroused was politics. 
Specifically it was feared that, un- 








- OPENING 


apparently unnecessary, unwise 


famous chietly as an admirer of 





wisely for Catholics and unwisely 


for radio, a high dignitary of the | 


church was to hurl himself through 
the medium of broadcasting into the 
controversy of the Roosevelt admin- 
istration’s foreign policy. 

Insiders in the radio industry, the 
various liaison specialists between 
the networks and the three chief re- 
ligions of America, Catholic, Prot- 
estant and Jew, were all buzzing 
with speculation as to the reasons 
for the apparent breakdown of the 
principle, heretofore considered vital 


(Continued on page 44) 


MUTUAL AGAIN 


ENDORSES FCC 





The Mutual Network put out its 
so-called ‘second White Paper’ Mon- | 
day (20). 
Seeks to analyze the Federal Com- | 
munications Commission’s modified 
rules on chain broadcasting. | 

The pamphlet carries the signa- 
tures of Fred Weber, A. J. McCosker | 
and W. E .Macfarlane, general man- | 
ager, chairman and president of the 
network, respectively. 

The ‘Paper’ denies that the new 
regulations, by completely forbid- 
ding network option-time and by 
limiting network-affiliated station 
contracts to one year, have unduly 
disturbed the network broadcasting 
Structure and makes note of the 
‘significance’ that the only network 
that petitioned the FCC for amend- 
ments to the originally amended 
Fegulations was Mutual. 

Mutual advances the assurance 
that the revised regulations will ‘not 
only not have harmful effect 
ascribed to them but will benefit the 
radio industry, the public and the ad- 
vertiser,’ The ‘Paper’ points out that 
stations affiliated with a network do 


not have to clear time any longer 
under the 28-day clause in their net 
work contracts, since less than 28 
days remain between Oct. 20 and 
Nov. 15, the effective date of the re- 
vised regulations. Also that the 


regulations are binding as to any af- 
filiate station which contracted with 
@ network since May 2, 1941, either 
by way of a renewal or by way of 
é new or existing affiliation. 

The pamphlet holds that in prac- 








tice regulations affect cities having | yee ° - A 1 . RF : 7b y 
<a Sonaiayge a According to the C. E. Hooper reports for the Oct, 6-12 week Edgar 
_ than four stations and that Mu Visit Latin Countries 3ergen (Chase & Sanborn) was again leading the list, with Fibber McGee 
Pposes merely certain abuse: 1 Moll: Johnson’s Floorwax nd, and “T! Idrich F ily’ (Ger 
or option-time privileges and that and Motil) (Johnson's Floorwax ) second, and “The Al irich Family Cre 
the non-exclusive ene ly : the Edmund Cheste yf ¢ eral Food third Following is a comparison of the current Hooper! 
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|ator. 


| tence, 


dice, 


prejudice was introduced 
Protestants. But what 
rabid address so unfortunate is 


And why NBC felt obliged to 
even under senatorial pressure, 








Men of goodwill, whether Catholic, Protest- 
ant, Jew or agnostic, have a natural and justi- its 
fied horror of the introduction of religious in- 
tolerance and hatred into partisan politics. 
Many such men will surely be puzzled by the 


surrender of its self-interest by NBC in per- 
mitting the dangerous precedent to be estab- 
lished that an obscure midwestern archbishop, 


lin, may demand, and get, free time to fling 
unclerical invective at the President and the 
Government of the United States. 
got his time from a reluctant NBC apparently, 
as the endorsed friend of a United States sen- 
NBC, from reports, wilted under the hot 
glare of the senator’s personality and persis- 


Archbishop Béckman could c 
one thing to this running debate on America’s 
foreign policy and that was sectarian preju- 
Catholics, with ample and just cause, 
complained bitterly in 1928 when sectarian 

into politics by 
makes 


the free gift of a modern network hook-up. 


never be intelligible to a lot of persons in a 
business that only a little while ago got rid 
of Father Coughlin, who so often embarrassed 
many of them and who delighted in invidiously 
characterizing several dominant broadcasters. 


| It was established—and soundly—a long 
The booklet of 20 pages | time ago by the RCA-NBC Advisory Board of 


THE FLOODGATES 





distinguished citizens that NBC would clear 
religious programs through responsible 
groups of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish lay- 
men, Direct requests* for time would not be 
entertained by NBC. ‘This system has pro- 
duced harmonious relations and practically no 
serious complaints for years except that cer- 
tain Protestant groups not party to the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches of Christ in America 
did occasionally assert that no proper provi- 
sion was made for them as exceptional cases. 


and gratuitous 


Father Cough-. 


Beckman The Catholic Hour on NBC and various 
other Catholic programs resulting from this 
system have been marked by a high level of 
spirituality, tolerance and good taste. ‘The 
National Catholic Laymen’s League of Wash- 
ington in the Beckman case adopted a policy 
of absolute dissociation and disapproval and 
definitely was heartbroken that the NBC lost 
the courage of its own convictions and chose 
to violate its own regular policy. 


ontribute only 


—___ —_— 


Rabble-rousing wildmen exist in all 
churches, but the floodgates have heretofore 
been closed against them with the blessing and 
gratitude of the responsible leaders of these 
denominations, 


Beckman’s 
the magic and 


make the gift 
will probably eae 

Protestants and Jews alike will probably do 
religion and their country and radio a service 
if they ignore the Beckman episode and do not, 
as they have a right, pressure NBC for free 
time to answer. They will thus not add the 
torch of recrimination to the kerosene of un- 
fortunate senator-inspired religious attack 
upon the leadership of the Nation. 








FIVE SINGERS 


| A 


ON ONE SHOW 


Boston, Oct. 21. 
WBZ is shooting the works on a 
program using Rakov and his orches- 








'tra plus five vocalists with the pos- | 
| sibility of network sponsorship. | 


Started last week, it is now heard 
daily, Monday through Thursday, at} 
2:30 p.m., Rakov divides 
tra into a string sextet and a dance}! 


his orches- | 


group, playing popular and semi-| 
classical music, and five girls who} 
were winners in a recent talent q test | 
here: Madeleine Savaria, of Worces- 
ter. concert oprano to be known 
as ‘Madeleine; Olga Pavlowa, of| 
Boston, dramat yorano; Charlotte | 
Patten, of! Wrentham, and Eve | 
Suthern, of Boston, popular singers; | 
Claire Whitney, of Brookline, billed | 
as a ‘continental stylist } 
The singers’ schedule is staggered | 
throughout the four days. 


MRS. MILLIGAN’S LUNCH 


“WHATS NAME? 
IS SPONSORED 


Retiring Chairman of Couneil 
On Children’s Programs 


Mrs. Harold V. Milligan will re- 
tire as chairman of the Radio Coun- 
cil on Children’s programs at a 
ceremonial luncheon Oct. 31 at the 





-CHURCH-IN-POLITICS ISSUE 


+ ee Re 


| 
| 





} 
| 
} 


‘What’s My Name?’ will have 
Town Hall Club, New York. She | Fleischmann’s Yeast as a sponsor 
will toss posies at her successor, | after the first of the year. Deal was 
Mrs. Nathaniel Singer. The latter} set Jast week between the Lyons 
may toss a few back. office and Kenyon & Eckhardt, | 


Meantime Mrs. Dorothy Lewis, 
the council’s one-woman 
squad, was last reported in the out- 


agency on the product. 
flying | 


} 
| 
| 


Standard Brands, which owns the 
yeast company, used ‘Name’ for nine | 


lands clearing her throat and about! weeks this summer on the NBC-Red | 


to make a speech. 'to plug its Royal desserts 


Hooper Figures Contrast With Last 


Season Reveals Slow Level Pickup 





Even though the pickup in listening levels in October was appreciable 


|as compared to September, the general ratings on network programs show 


| Edmund Chester, CBS 


Shortwave Director, To 


that set owners have been slow in getting back to fall listening habits 
The listening graph this past summer took the lowest seasonal dive in 
years, but program checkers siate that they haven't enough evidence 


at hand to indicate whether a similar leveling-off process will prevail 


| this fall or whether listening will approximate last season’s grades 
a | 4 








- 


RAP NOG FOR 
POLICY GHANGE 


In telephone calls, mail and wide- 
spread criticism in and out of the 
trade, the National Broadcasting Co. 
began ‘taking it’ from about 3:20 
p.m. last Sunday afternoon (19) as 
the result of its ‘experiment’ of per- 
mitting a prominent churchman, 
Archbishop Francis Beckman, to 
plunge into politics up to his mitre. 
After he had spoken, the Archbishop 
was echoed by a Catholic layman of 


his choosing, Joseph Scott of Los 
Angeles. Together, the two men 


went to extremes of abuse against 
the Roosevelt administration’s for- 
eign policy that veteran radio men 


believe have never been equalled 
over the air under any circum- 
stances, even by Father Coughlin 


and Senator Wheeler. 

The NBC staff was prepared for 
the outburst of criticism of religion 
mixing with polities that came in. 
Indeed there was a disposition to 
feel that the criticism, great as it 
was, was less in volume and more 
restrained in tene than the Beck- 

(Continued on page 44) 


WHODUNIT CLUE 
INSIDE HATS 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

Lundstrom Hat Stores has pur- 
chased eight 10:30 p. m. quarter 
hours on KPO Friday nights for a 
mystery serial starting Oct. 31. Each 
chapter will involve a different type 
of hat, with dialers required to visit 
the store and see the hat for clues 
in order to compete for prizes in 
solving slaying which will occur in 
each chapter. 

Show is a Segall 
tion. 


agency produc- 


Henry Fisk Carlton Is 
Due for Presidency 


Of Radio Writers Guild 


Henry Fisk Carlton slated to be 


next president of the Radio Writers 
Guild, succeeding Courtenay Savage, 
of Chicago. Nominating committee 
| drew up its slate of candidates last 
veek for tl lect to be held } 
{ ( Ito vill se ne i 
Nomine I } ) tion’s 
Yew York ¢ neil, to rve two 
ears, include Stuart Hawkins, Harry 
Herrmann, Richard McDonagh, 
J. T. W. Martin and Addy Richton. 
Alternate to erve one vyeat are 
Geo e Corey I Vt! r, Vera Oldham 
nd Helen Walpols Ex-officio coun- 
cil membe ire Kenneth Webb, 
former p lent, and Knowles En- 
! fo r l vice-president 
Ir mbent al \ -.Hnresident rve 
1 t veal Katharine Sey- 
ul 
RWG repre t to the coun- 
cil of the Authors League of Amer- 
ca, the Guild’s parent organization, 
include No mn Corwin, Elaine 
Sterne Carrington, Merrill Denison 
and Philo Hig They will serve 


| two year 


CORWIN MISSES NO. 24 


! Perry Lafferty Directs Repeat~ 


Henry Morgan as Lead 


Norman Corwin was ill Sunday 
(19), so instead of the scheduled 
‘Psalm for a Dark Year’ as the 24th 
and ‘26 by Corwin’ on CBS, the Co- 
lumbia Workshop offered a repeat of 
his ‘Descent of the Gods.’ Perry Laf- 
ferty directed and was given billing 
at both opening and close. 

Henry Morgan, announcer-come- 
dian of WOR, New York, made his 
dramatic debut in the narrator-lead 
part of Nick, the Greek Expert of 
Trivia. 
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ESTIMATED NETWORK PROGRAM COSTS: 1941-1942 


ad ela oe — vk, 
(Night-time and Day-time Production’ Expenses [Not Radio Time], Inclusive of Actors, Musicians, Writer 
Directors, Royalties, Prizes, Etc.) 
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Trusthusters Summon NBC, CBS, MBS; 
And Fly of the FCC Will Participate 





+ 
_ 





Washington, Oct. 21. 

Officials of NBC, Columbia and 
Mutual have been summoned to a 
meeting in the offices of Thurman 
Arnold and Victor Watters, assist- 
ant attorney generals in the trust- 
busting division of the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice, for Saturday 
morning (25). Chairman James 
Fly, of the Federal Communications 
Commission, will attend the meeting. 

Indications are that the huddle 
will deal with network trade prac- 
tices and the entire question of mo- 
nopoly. The meeting anticipates the 
court action that NBC and CBS have 
threatened -to take against the re- 
vised FCC rules on chain broadcast- 
ing. 

There is a possibility that Fly will 
bring up at this gathering the de- 
tails of a complaint that his legal 
division has received from the Mu- 
tual Network regarding the Coca- 
Cola series which starts on Mutual 
Nov. 3. Mutual is reported to have 
advised the FCC legalites that NBC 
has taken steps to prevent some 10 
of its affiliates from taking the Coca- 
Cola programs by allegedly threat- 
ening to deprive them of their NBC 
sustaining service. 


GROMBACH VS. WARING 
NOW BEFORE COURT 


Trial of Grombach Productions’ 
$60,000 plagiarism suit against Fred | 
Waring was still on before Justice | 
Norris Eder and a jury in N. Y. 
supreme court yesterday (Tuesday). 
Grombach charges that the band 
leader has been using without rec- 
ognition or compensation a pro-| 
gram idea which Gronbach alleges | 
it submitted to Waring’s office. 

The idea in dispute has to do with 
listeners submitting letters in which 
they relate how certain songs are 
associated with incidents in their 











lives. Waring in defense states that 
the same idea had come from mahy 
others and that he used the idea as 
far back as 1928. Harry Salter has 
been exploiting the same idea in 
his program, “The Song of Your 


Life.’ 

Grombach cites John O’Connor, | 
Waring’s manager, as the person for | 
whom an audition transcription was 
played. 


KATZENTINE SIGNS AFRA 


$35 for Announcers, Commercial Fees 
and Vacations Covered 
Miami, Oct. 21. 

Negotiations which have been in 
progress for several weeks between 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists, and station WKAT, Miami 
Beach, were concluded this week, 
with the signing of an AFRA con- 
tract by Frank Katzentine, owner of 
the station. Katzentine agreed to a 
$35 weekly minimum for announcers, 
two weeks’ vacations with pay, com- 
mercial fees, while on duty, and all 
standard AFRA provisions 

Vic Conners, AFRA field repre- 
Bentative, who successfully nego- 
tiated hopth the WIOD and WKAT 
contractS, will remain in Miami to 
Open bargaining imme- 
diately with decease 


. 


Whiteman to Hollywood 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

Paul Whiteman, currently at the 
Palace here, from where he com- 
mutes weekly for the Burns & Allen 
show, moves into NTG’s Florentine 
Gardens, Hollywood, Dec. 3. Maestro 
may also do a Warners band short 
while in Hollywood. 

Deal for the batoner to do a spe- 
cial local commercial broadcast was 
kayoed last week by Young & Rubi- 


sessions 





cam. Larry Allen of CRA had sug- | 


gested Whiteman for a special one- 
Shot underwritten by San 
businessmen but Levers 
soap) said nix. 


(Swan 


Jose | 


Network Premieres 





Wednesday (22) 

‘American Melody Hour,’ mu- 
sic, with Conrad Thibault, Vévian 
della Chiesa, Frank Munn, Frank 
Black orch, chorus; Wednesdays, 
10:30-11 p.m., NBC-Blue (WJZ); 
Bayer asperin, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency. 

Thursday (23) 

Frank Fay, variety, with Bob 
Hannon, Continentals, Harry 
Salter orch; Thursdays, 10:30-11 
p.m., NBC-Red (WEAF); Lewis- 
Howe (Tumes), Stack-Goble 
agency. 








Reps Vie For 
KQW, San Jose, 
Set for 50 Kw. 


Scramble is on among station reps 
to add KQW, San Jose, to their lists 
now that the outlet is set to go 50,- 
000 watts and become a Columbia af- 
filiate. Mode of solicitations takes 





|in telegrams, long distance calls and 


plane flights to the Coast for per- 
sonal buttonholing. 
(KQW replaces KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, on the CBS roster Jan. 1.) 
Edward Petry and Free & Peters 
are reported as leading the reps in 
probabilities with the station man- 


‘agement, 





UNION CENTRAL LIFE 


BUYING LOCAL SHOWS 





Union Central Life Insurance Co. 
is buying local package programs. 

It’s both early morning and eve- 
ning periods. 





MORE LIGHT ON 
THE BOMB SCARE 


Despite Denials FBI Investi- 
gators Reported Alert to 
Possibilities as Interna- 
tional Tension Increases— 
Dossiers on Web Em- 
ployees Known to Have 
Been Prepared 








NBC FOUND ACID 





Container of acid, large enough to 
burn out the wiring in the master 
control, was found recently in a cor- 
ridor just outside the NBC control 
rooms in the RCA building, Radio 
City, N. Y., it has now been learned. 
It was the discovery of the acid 


which caused the ‘bomb scare’ of two 
weeks ago and led NBC officials 
to bar from the studio anyone with- 
out an employee card or a pass. 
Since then, no one has been per- 
mitted on the fifth floor, where the 
control rooms are located, without 
a special pass. Pinkerton guards are 
on duty there 24 hours a day. 

Network executives and detectives 
figure those responsible were pos- 
Sibly plotting to get into the mas- 
ter control room unnoticed and, 
lifting a floor board, toss the acid 
on the mass of wiring there. The 
amount of acid in the container was 
sufficient to burn out much of the 
vital wiring and put both the Red 
and Blue keys off the air for weeks 
and possibly months, Rewiring 
would be fantastically expensive, ac- 
cording to engineers. 

If someone actually was planning 
to wreck the wiring system, he may 
have been frightened away before 
entering the control room, and not 
have had time to dispose of the acid, 
so had to leave it in the cor- 
ridor. On the other hand, it’s 
thought that someone may have been 

(Continued on page 37) 





Trade Sees Possible Revival 


Of Kid Shows 


Through Disc 


Placement: Sponsor Views Change 





Attention, Stations 





Seattle, Oct. 21. 

KOMO-KJR has distributed a 
bulletin listing al] studio pro- 
duced programs to all military 
and naval service men’s clubs in 
Seattle. 

So that service men may know 
what and when they can see and 
hear radio programs being 
broadcast. 











COMPTON SCANS 
NAMES FOR 
P&G. 


Compton agency is inquiring 
around for names that will be avail- 
able after the first of the year for a 





Purchase of recorded versions of 
‘Terry and the Pirates’ by Libby, 
McNeill & Libby and ‘Don Winslow’ 
by General Foods swung some 
broadcasters to the belief last week 
that a boom in subsidized kid shows 
may be under way. Also it appears 
that advertisers may finally have 
changed their coverage thinking on 
the subject of juvenile programs and 
that henceforth sponsors will give 
much more sympathetic considera- 
tion to the use of transcribed ver- 
sions of such shows. 

Because of the small hookups they 
require usually and the numerous 
rebroadcasts necessary for a kid 
show as a result of the time dif- 
ferences across the country, NBC 
and Columbia haven't in recent 
years been anxious about getting 
this type of business. Columbia 
hasn’t had a commercial kid show 
on in three seasons, while the NBC 


| Blue and Red have but two juvenile 


programs between them, “Tom Mix’ 
and ‘Jack Armstrong.’ 

From the point of view of the 
costs the kid show sponsor should, 
according to these broadcasters, find 
no disadvantage in the recording 





variety show which Procter & 
Gamble is considering putting on 
one of the networks in behalf of 
Ivory soap. 

Swan soap, a competitor to Ivory, | 
has been represented by the Burns | 
and Allen-Paul Whiteman combina- | 
tion on the NBC-Red for the past | _ 
three weeks. PF 


LUDEN TAKES ‘WORLD © 
TODAY’ SERIES ON WAB 


Luden’s (cough drops) started 
sponsorship last week of the Sat- 
urday edition of ‘The World Today’ | 
news series 6:45-7 p.m. on WABC, | 
New York. 








Account bankrolled a | 
20-week news series on the same | 
CBS outlet last season. 

J. M. Mathes is the agency 
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ti . 
*‘Showmanagement - 
‘management’ and 
(2) the Government, (3) the Adve 


Questionnaires In Mail | 


This Week 


1941 LARIETY Annual 


Showmanagement Survey and Awards 





DEFINITION 


The art of shrewdly 
‘showmanship’ 
rtiser. 


* a * 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


A station report should explain what the station did during 1941, 
(a) To become a more interesting station to listen to, 
(b) To become a better public service medium. 


(c) To become a better advertising buy. 


blending 
in terms of (1) the Public, 


the best practices of 





| Deadline For Returns: 


Nov. 8 | 


























|sor of a kid 


route. Talent expenditures can fig- 


jure less than those prevailing for 


live broadcasts because in the case 


|of the kid show there are two to 


three rebroadcasts and under the 
AFRA contract it’s an additional 50% 
of scale for each airing beyond the 
original one. As for time costs the 
same class of sponsor has to con- 


| Sider that it’s not only the stations 


| he’s paying for in the various hook- 
ups but the extra line charges for 
| ups several rebroadcasts. 

As for the alignment of stations 
under a spot arrangement the spon- 
show would, it is 
pointed out, have the advantage of 
picking the time that is best suited 
for his program. 





CBS PAGE BOYS DO 


PROGRAM AT WBNX 


Page boys at CBS are doing a 
weekly half-hour show on WBNX, 
the Bronx. Called ‘Half Hour Before 
Midnight’ (Sundays, 11:30 p.m.), it is 
entirely written, produced. directed, 
ound-effected and cast by the boys, 

aded by John Hugh and David 
Pe lhe im 

CBS provides studio space for re- 
hearsals and an engineer, P ibility 
that it may carry the show itself as 
i sustainer if it works out, but mean- 
time it will remain on the small 
Bronx outlet, which has no connec. 
tion with CBS. 


CLAUDE MORRIS AT KDKA 


Last With Mrs. Kermit Roosevelt’s 
Your Secretary, Inc. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21 

Claude Morris hi: come back to 
burgh and KDKA,. where } ot 

n) tart in the early day if b l. 
ting, to join production staff. He 
eeds Don Dixon, who left to ac- 

1 new post at WCAE 

For last eight years, Morris has 
been freelance actor, producer and 
writer and was with Mrs. Kermit 
toosevelt’s Your Secretary, Inc. in 


New York. 


ee ° 
Participations Loaded 
San Francisco, Oct. 21. 
With purchase of Monday and 
Tuesday broadcasts of ‘Bess Pye’ on 
KFRC by Junket via Mitchell-Faust, 
Chicago, the daily 5-minute strip is 
now 100% sold. New account kicks 
off Oct. 27. Two days belong to 
Sunnyvale Packing for Rancho soup 
and the remaining two plug Stokley 
canned foods, a branch of Van 
Camps. 
Same outlet’s Housewive’s Protec- 
| tive League, which has a maximum 
capacity of 15 sponsors, now has 11. 











7! 














~ 
¢ 


BUENOS AIRES STATION'S ‘DEBUNKING 


PRIMER FOR VISITING GOO 


Memo Embodies Views of 


Broadcasters on Yankees with Radio Proposals 


—lIt’s Blunt 


(Exercised by its belief that 
citizens of the U. S. A. too often 
visit South America and take 
away, as they came with, many 
false and distorted notions about 
the country and radio, one of the 
leading radio stations of Buenos 
Aires has prepared a_ semi- 
confidential memorandum on the 
subject. Any visiting Yanqui 
open-minded enough to welcome 
such info is allowed to read the 
memo. But the station itself 
wishes no publicity. VARIETY 
has permission to quote ver- 
batim as follows and offers the 
document for the edification of 
those persons in New York, 
Washington, San Francisco, 
Schenectady, Cincinnati, Boston 
and elsewhere who are con- 
cerned with shortwave propa- 
ganda. The point of view ex- 
pressed and the facts given 
should, taken together, disabuse 
a lot of American ‘amateurs in 
propaganda’ of many of their 
notions—Ed.) 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 14. 

After a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Station X 
permission was granted to the VA- 
RIETY representative to make and 
to use a verbatim copy of its memo 
for visiting ‘radio experts’ from New 
York. With a few deletions be- 
cause of repetition it reads as fol- 
lows: 

‘Majority of observers who have 
visited South American countries 
investigating broadcasting conditions 
have arrived with a set of precon- 
ceived notions and have been loath 
to part from these. In a great many 
cases their stay in each country has 
been confined to a week or even 
days and moreover many of them 
have been confronted with language 
difficulty, so its not surprising that 
they should have been somewhat 
misled in their findings. 

‘Their chief error is that of believ- 
ing that totalitarian countries and 
Moscow have these territories well 
covered with their broadcast propa- 
genda. Undoubtedly Berlin, Rome 
and Moscow broadcast extensively 
for Latin-America. But the question 
seems never to have occurred to the 
investigators as to whether Latin- 
Americans actually listen. 

‘As regards Argentina, we can 
state without any hesitation that 
practically no Argentines listen, or 
have ever listened to them. This is 
due principally to the fact that the 
Argentine is not a short-wave fan. 
DX listeners in this country are, in 
the majority, members of the various 
foreign communities, i. e. expa- 
triates anxious to listen to their own 
countries. 

‘Argentines 
Wave sets are: 

‘Camp (or country) people in 
districts outside the range of 
long-wave stations who use 
short-wave io tune in to Buenos 

Aires. 

‘Very wealthy people in Buenos 

Aires city and on the estancias 
who may possess short-wave re- 
ceivers but rarely listen to 
radio at all and then only to 
tune in some determined feature 
such as news or dance music. 

Invalids who listen because they 
are bedridden and have nothing 
else to do. 

Short-wave enthusiasts who are 
more concerned with picking up 
outlandish stations than with the 
subject matter of what they tune 
in to. > 

Members of the intelligentsia, 
who have lived abroad too long 
and are out of touch with local 
atmosphere, so listen to European 
programs to avoid commercials. 

Taken Aback 


who possess. short- 


One Group of Argentine 


ever been placed in the way of their 


working or developing their art. The 
same cannot be said of those of our 
artists who have sought engagements 
in the U. S. This is true even to 
the extent that singers have been de- 
nied opportunity of amateur appear- 


in the way of their accompanists 
(guitarists, etc.) working with them. 


Any sympathy for the totalitarians 
which may exist in Argentina has 
been worked up by other propa- 
ganda media, not by radio. 


Station giving a list of leading offi- 
cials whose broadcasts it has car- 
ried, adds ‘our Army and Navy may 
be pro-Fascist in principle, due to 
the fact that the majority have com- 
pleted their training in Germany. 
But it would be rather exaggerated 
to believe that there are any quis- 


DWILLERS 


| ances because union rules have stood 
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lings among them. Their favoritism | Peru-Ecuadorian squabble was set- 


is toward a system of government 
not for the governments themeselves. 

‘Journalists and others who have 
visited the country, invariably write 
about pro-Nazi sentiment and Nazi 
subversive activities. 

‘But little mention is ever made 
of the other and much stronger side 
of the picture. The majority of the 
Argentine press is anti-totalitarian. 
There are Nazi papers, but their in- 
fluence is small. Some commenta- 
tors have gone to the length of as- 
serting that the Latin-American re- 
publics are not the best of neighbors 
among themselves. This statement 
we feel is actually very wide of the 
mark. Any catastrophe, such as the 
Chilean earthquake, unites them im- 
mediately. Concerted action by all 
of the other republics was instru- 
mental in bringing about the Para- 
guan-Bolivian peace. When Bolivia 
recently threw out the Nazi Minister 
no other country harbored him. The 


tled through the intervention of other 
countries on the continent. 


Why U. S. Aid? 


Why should South America re- 
quire U. §. assistance in controlling 
its radio system? Surely the coun- 
tries are capable of doing it for 
themselves. And they might with 
some justification consider any U. §, 
interference as an unwarranted in- 
vasion of their affairs. 


North American commentators 
have also referred to a supposed 
strict government control of radio in 
Argentina. This is a decided exag- 
geration of fact. There is ordinary 
government controi through an or- 
ganization under postoffice direction. 
It is similar to that of the Federal 
Communications Commission in the 
VU. S. 


Robert Lyons is addition to WKAT, 
Miami, announcing staff. 


It is only natural that the aver- 
age Argentine should fee! ‘slightly 
taken back by recent countless sug- 
gestions for inter-chdnge of pro- 
grams, intensification of cultural re- 
lations, etc. They recall that all for- 
eign artists have always been wel- 
comed here. That many who have 
ame on tour have remained to work 
permanently. No limitations have 


oe Canin 
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SALESWOMAN CLOSES 
BIG TIME CONTRACT 


Albany, N. Y., Oct, 21. 


After six years of Montgomery 
Ward sponsorship hour-long ‘Musical 
Clock and Jamboree’ on WOKO is 
now devoted to John G. Myers de- 
partment store, makes the largest 
radio-time purchase by such an 
Albany concern. 

Florence Walter, who handled two 








es 


programs for the Myers Company 
under other ownership, landed the 
new account and will write the ad- 
vertising copy. 


Baum Bengue Starts Nov. 3 


Baum Bengue starts its spot an- 
nouncement campaign Nov. 3. It 
will be a three-a-week schedule for 


17 weeks, 
William Esty is the agency. 











Lee Strahorn Telegraphs 
KGO-KPO His Regrets 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

Lee Strahorn, KGO-KPO produ- 
cer, resigned by telegram from Chi- 
cago this week. He joined the Lord 
& Thomas agency, Chicago, while 
on a visit. 

Returns here just long enough to 
pack his bags. 





Brad Ansley, has joined the staff of 
WIOD, Miami, as news editor. 





WEATHER FORECASTING 
CARTOON ON TELE 


Latest addition to NBC’s tele- 
vision scheduie is a cartoon program 
featuring a weather-forecasting lamb, 
of which Botany Wrinkle-Proof Ties 


is the sponsor. 

Douglas Leigh is the cartoon’s 
creator and Alfred J. Silverstein is 
the agency on the account. 

















FOR 15,000, 


000 LISTENERS 


A mile from shore, in the middle of Long Island Sound, 


stands a man-made island —sea-born foothold for a giant 


tower with a giant's vo 


watt transmitter—the 


ice. This is WABC’s new 50,000- 


« 
perfect voice of radio, serving 


15,000,000 listeners as they have never been served in 


the past. Serving 10,000, 


ten times stronger than 


The secret? 


000 of them with a signal two to 


before! 


The secret is that mile—the most important mile in 


radio—the mile of salt water which surrounds this engi- 


neering miracle on all four sides, 


That “salt-water-start 


for a radio program, that first 


perfect mile, is like the first perfect skip of a stone— 


which sends it true and 


WABC is the only 50, 


far. 


000-watt station on the eastern 


seaboard with this over-water start in all directions—east 


to both shores of the Sound—south through Queens and 


Brooklyn—north through New York and Connecticut— 


west through the heart 


New Jersey. 


of Manhattan and the homes of 


Key station of the Columbia network, feeding CBS 


programs to 124 network stations and 120,000,000 lia 


teners from coast to coast—the new WABC delivers those 


programs to the 15,000,000 nearest listeners with new 


etrength, new clarity, new brilliance! 


The New WABC, New York 


KEY STATION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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BBC Check-Up in Recent 
Months Has Finally Con- 
vinced London Yanks Just 
Don’t Have Shortwave Lis- 
tening Habits 





3% AT BEST 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


After two years of wartime pro- 
gramming the British Broadcasting 
Corp. is apparently about ready to 
admit that its shortwave programs 
to the United States have failed to 
build up any appreciable audience 
among Americans. This was the re- 
luctant conclusion of British investi- 
gators who were in the U.S.A. during 
the past summer. They discovered 
what American research has long 
known, that the DX ‘feature’ on re- 
ceiver sets is wholly deceptive. Not 
3% of the total listening in the States 
is to shortwave. 


The British brought over the same 
kind of illusions about the U.S.A. 
and its radio habits that Yanks take 
to South America as a Buenos Aires 
radio station cites in a semi-confi- 
dential memo which is quoted in the 
opposite page. BBC could not 
credit the disinterest in its shorte- 
wave. The same disinterest Argen- 
tines have in U. S. shortwave. This 
was not, it must be emphasized, a 
disinterest in Britain or what Britain 
had to say but simply the plain 
common sense of people’s habits. 
Shortwave has always been too much 
trouble. It takes an expert to work 
the dials. It is annoyingly sensi- 
tive to every cross-current in the 
cosmos. Only when no other radio 
is available do people regularly and 
faithfully turn to shortwave. 


BBC’s Highlights 


BBC has sent across some splendid 
programs. Handsful of esoterics 
have hailed J. B. Priestley, Vernon 
Bartlett, etc. But so far as any of 
this influencing the American opin- 
ion it simply hasn’t meant much. 
And now that they are inclined to 
admit this to be true the BBC feels 
rather frustrated and baffled. 

What seems to be dawning grad- 
ually upon the ‘amateurs’ of foreign 
propaganda (and the Yanks are 
equally amateur in this field) is that 
shortwave is useful in a major sense 
only as one possible way to intro- 
duce information into areas from 
which tyrants have excluded any but 
their own versions of events and 
prospects. 

BBC officials have become espe- 
cially aware that if shortwave listen- 
ing was piddling in the eastern sea- 


board states it was sunk without a 
trace in Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kan- 
sas, et al. They have even been dis- 
illusioned about the supposed ‘sure 
thing’ that residents in the U. S. 
| areas nearest Canada would at least 
be hearing the Canadian pickups and 
rebroadcasts of BBC. It appears that 

works the other way. Canadians 
| tune in the States, not vice versa. 


Rexall Dice Nov. 2 


Rexall iniditediica will be car- 
ried this season on over 230 sta- 
tions. The quarter-hour discs, pro- 


duced for 10 years by Walter Craig, 
will be run off Nov. 2, 4, 6 and 8, 
Talent consists of Ken Murray, 
Kenny Bakery Meredith Willson and 
Harlow Wilcox. 

Street & Finney is the agency. 





James Kelley’s New Connection 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

James E. Kelley has joined the Ra- 
dio Advertising Corp. as manager of 
the Chicago office. 

He was formerly with Knox 
Reeves, Minneapolis agency, as buyer 
of baseball broadcasts for General 
Mills. 


BRITISH SHORTWAVE SHOCK — 
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MONDAY MERRY-GO-ROUND’ 

With Phil Duey, Bea Wain, Evelyn 
McGregor, Alan Holt, Marion Mc- 
Manus, Ford Bond, Rappaport 
Chorus, Victory Arden Orch 

30 Mins. 

DR. LYONS TOOTH POWDER 

Monday, 10 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC Blue, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
Patterned afier the Lucky Strike 
Hit Parade idea, this show appar- 
ently e:xpecied the ASCAP-redio 
embroglio to be settled by the t'me 
it hit the air. It was 
around for hit tunes when cauzht 
Monday (20). Show bases its selec- 
tions on requests for a certain tune 
in night clubs in various sections of 
the country, which report by wire. 
For instance, the opening melody | 
was ‘Two in Love,’ reported by the | 
Cocoanut Grove, Los A:seles (the 
territory of Meredith Wiilson, who | 

wrote }t). 
Stork Club, N. Y., liked ‘World on 


Fire’; College Inn, Chicago, pulled 
‘Mama’ out of the hat. It’s a novelty | 
tune, recorded only by Horace | 
Heidt. Will Bradley’s band, a boogie- | 


woogie-jive outfit, is current at the 
College Inn, and it’s hardly likely 
he’d be requested to play ‘Mama.’ 
He woulcn’t krow what to with the 
request if he got it. 

At the finale a melody of requests 
was advanced. Among them was a 
tune celled ‘So Ends Our Night.’ 
Maybe it’s new and increasing in 
popularity (we've never heard it, and 
it isn't among VARIETY’s ‘Most 
Played’) or maybe it was being | 
given a helping hand toward some | 
ratin<. 

Whatever the shortcomings on the | 
melody angle of this show, the talent | 
with which it’s siudded does a cap:- 
ble job. Bea Wain (Hit 
alumna) w “i:s s 19 and satisfyingly | 
on ballads, end the Phil Duey-Evelyn | 
McGreser <'o it an ess’ Atan | 
Hale-Marion McManus are used simi- 
larly, and easy to take. Victor Ar- 
den’s orchestra and Rappaport 
Chorus provide fine backgrounds. 

Ford Bond’s spiels are delivered 
much in the same tone and manner 
as the Hit Parade announcements. 
His commercial copy is short and 
crisp and sticks to Dr. Lyon’s usual 
‘unattractive smile,” ‘Your dentist, 
too, uses powder’ formula Wood. 


Parad? | 


j 








‘AMERICAN RADIO WARBLEBS’ | 
Singing Canaries, Jesse Kirkpatrick 
15 Mins. 
AMERICAN BIRD PRODUCTS 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 
(Weston-Barnett) 

This novelty organ-canary singing 

series from Chicago, resuming for | 





| 
| 
| 


another season, is a sentimental- | 
merchandising mid-day Sabbath | 


stanza. It’s hardly the sort of fare to | 
draw mass listening, but it should 
appeal to those.who love canaries | 
and mellow nostalgia and are in the | 
market for bird food, or those who 
might be potential 
and birdseed purchasers. Certainly 
anyone who delights in the canary’s 
song should revel in this chorus of 
trills, chirps, ete., by the studio-full 
of birds. For when the organ begins 
to play, the little fellows apparently 
cannot contain themselves. They 
sound about to burst with melody. 
Jesse- Kirkpatrick reads the af- 


fectionate continuity about the birds. | 


introduces the ‘bird of the week’ and 
each program’s guest chirpers. He 
also spiels the numerous. blurbs 
about how Hartz Mountain Bird 
Food provides a ‘balanced diet’ and 
contains the necessary vitamins to 
keep the listener’s little feathered 
chums healthy, contented and 
melodious. There’s a money-back 
guarantee. Hobe. 


"RIVER BOAT REVELS’ 


With Kay Carlisle, Old Timers Quar- | 


Minnie 
David 


tet, Joseph MacPherson, 
Pearl, Frank Marlowe, 
Cobb, Peitro Brescia Orch, 
39 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 11:50 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Originating WSM Nashv 
th show is one of the type that 
NBC intends using on its Red net 
as a substitute for remote pickups o! 
dance ba! It v 
h I St I | ) I 
I 111 Tle Toan i 
Openi Ww neatly 
tions of v ious peop t prom 
much ! bogged down via tl 
ov" terluc First \ l 
o! ter Bre * by bari > 
Joseph McPherson: ‘I’d Like to Go 
Dow South Once More’ b Oo] 
Timers, and a ‘Dixieland Jazz Band’ 

ece by the studio band. 

Minnie Pearl, backwoods-accent: 
comedian and singer, perked show 


up with too short, but light moments 
of chatter and a song. Kay Carlisle 
chipped in with ‘Braggin,’ which 
didn’t seem to fit her voice. Sounced 
like she'd do better on ballads. Also, 
was too heavy behind her. 
Capt. Frank Marlowe, master of the 
Riverboat (sound effects gives im- 
pression of a steamer underway) 
slizhily overdid the goatee-bow legs- 
corn cob pipe brand of emcee. At 
one point a set of tired gags inter- 
rupted band’s playing of ‘Band 
Played On.’ 
@arne groove, 
All in all, however, this program 
Showed entertainment possibilities. 
With more even distribution of tal- 
ent and improved gagging it could 
perhaps hoid the responsibility. 
Wood. 


iinto its 


searching | 


|not approach unless | 
| knowledge and facts. Once the audi- 


i nlight of a chap hke D. Worth Clark 


| floor, asked that the Idahoan answer 


canary-buyers | 


Dialog was much in the | 


“TOWN HALL OF THE AIR’ 

Wi.h George V. Denny, Jr., Lynn 
| Stambaugh, Sen. D. Worth Clark 
Forum 
| 60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 9:15 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 

‘Town Hall of the Air’ moved back 
customary niche on the 
NBC-Blue last Thursday night (16) 
and out of the event came an hour 
of fairly sustained mental and 
emotional] fireworks. It was a timely 
subject under debate, namely ‘Should 
Congress Repeal the Neutrality Act?’ 
Currently limelighted pair of an- 
tagonists, Lynn Stambaugh, National 
Commander of the American Legion, 
and Senator D. Worth Clark, of 
Idaho. Partisanship at times reached 
ungloved personal recriminations. It 
was an ‘open forum,’ in the free-for- 
all sense. 


Ii was again proved that Town 
Hall is something that politicians 


and other advocates of causes should 
primed with 


ence is permitted to cut loose with 
their questions the speakers’ pre- 
tenses, half-baked theories, thinly 
concealed bigotries, carelessly made 
allegations are ripped away and the 


can cften become pitiful. The glare 
of light produced by a probing 
citizenry makes it tough for many a 
good hater who is a poor debaier. 
The classic case of Verne Marshall, 
the Iowa bombast-thrower, wiil be 
recalled. 

Senator Clark, who recently 
garnered himself a mess of dubiously 
profitable nublicity as an _. in- 
quisitor of the film industry on the 
propaganda issue, found himself 
badly cornered twice during last 
Thursday night’s exchange and his 
rescue came first by the charity of 
the suave-mannered George V. 
Denny, Jr., and then by the clock. 
Cler': hed charged that the Ameri- 
can Legion convention which upheld 
the President’s foreign policy had 
been ‘controlled. When pressed 
by the legion’s head for elucida‘*ion 
of this statement the Idahoan sparred 
and sauirmed until Moderator Denny 
stepped in with the suggestions that 
perhaps the senator had meant the 
word ‘influenced.’ Clark pathetically 
grabbed at this kind-hearted proffer 
of aid as would a drowning man at 
a raft. 

The other moment that proved 
embarrassing for the senator oc- 
curred when a questioner from the 


by either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ whether he 
favored the defeat of Hitler. Clark 
retorted that he couldn’t be expected 
to answer that one directly. After a 
momentary pause his voice became 
raspy with resentment and he re- 
joined that the question contained 
four qvesticns, and as the audience 
broke forth in a chortle of amuse- 
ment at his cornered embarrassment 
the senator shouted that the question 
wasn’t even an intelligent one. The 
audience thereupon boced. With 
that Denny again moved in and re- 
marked that time was up. 


As is the usual pattern of these 
debates Denny took over the inter- 


ludes following open speeches to| 
direct at each of the antagonists | 
questions founded on_ statements | 
contained in their prepared argu- 
ments. Odec. 


‘A HELPING HAND’ 
15 Mins. : 
IRONIZED YEAST 
Daily, 3:15 p.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

John J. Anthony, who sells real- 
life domestic troubles with his ‘Good 
| Will Hour’ for Ironized Yeast Sun- 
day nights, last week started a five- 
|} weekly daytime series of ficitional- 
ized heart-throb stuff on CBS for 
the same sponsor. Purporting to be 
based on actual cases, ‘A Helping 
Hand’ hasn’t the life-in-the-raw as- 
; pect of the ‘Good Will Hour’ and it 
|lacks the  latter’s unintentional 














pathetic comedy. But it’s still re- 
volting drivel and, if successful, a | 
hameful commentary of popular | 
tact 
aste 


Introduced as the ‘friend of mil- | 
lions,” Anthony announces that in a 


f hanging world ‘human emo- 
tion and huma frailties remain 

constant.” He quickly gets down to 
case explaining, n the chapter | 
reard Thursday (16), that ‘It was 
ear that led J Rai] to say... 

whereupon Virginia Brown, the 


AFRA version of fictional Jessie. cut 
in with an ao; ns ‘J don’t want to 
re up my baby, but I’ve got to.’ 
Organ theme came in on her final 
words, swelling up and fading for | 
the announcer to chirp a long blurb 
about how Ironized Yeast contains 
vitamin B and iron, how you may 
| be weak, pallid and tired, but Iron- 
ized Yeast will bring new pep and 
new popularity. Another organ 
theme and Anthony discloses that 
the ensving dramatization ‘mirrors 
life itself.” after which there’s an 
embarrassingly hokey yarn about 
| thwarted motherhood. an adopted 
| baby and a super-villainous grand- 
father. 
| timonial from a policeman and the 
|teaser tag tells about how ‘tomor- 
row: you will hear of Mrs. Wilkins’ 
brave fight to keen the baby.’ 
Presumably Anthony has a large 
| ready-made following for his domes- 
tic anguish packares, but he’s a 
stilted, self-conscious narrator for a 
dramatic series. Considering the 





Closing plug is a yeast tes- | 





brand of hokum she must dish, Ruth 


20 Winks 


Last week's radio strike cer- 
tainly seemed to mean little or 
nothing to the public. Maybe 
the indifference finally con- 
vinced the networks as to what 
a lot of listeners have been do- 
ing the past year after 11 p.m.— 
dialing in the phonograph sta- 
.C.A.B. gave the World 
Series a rating of 32.8. The 
leading three to five commercial 
programs generally show a 
C.A.B. figure somewhere around 
35. Which means that more peo- 
ple listen to the name shows 
than the Series. You can get a 
bark out of us on that one, 
friend....Mary Boland was on 
Fred Allen’s program last week. 
When two such performers get 
together it amounts to a lesson 
in the delivery of comedy dialog, 


tions. . 


and this episode could well 
serve as an_ examople....It’s 
about time Jerry Lawrence 


stopped apologizing for Morgan 
every time he introduces him on 
WOR at 3:15 a.m. Lawrence is 
still saying that the mail isn’t 
sufficient to be decisive. Morgan 
has only been on there since 
early summer... .Isn’t Ozzie Nel- 
son in a good spot now to turn 
loose that guy in the size 37 
suit?....Vaughn Monroe has 
been jumping all over on late 
night publicity stints. For in-- 
stance WHN, WOR, and WEVD, 
one right after the other, on only 
two of which he told about the 
time he was a little boy and the 
drum....What do you _ think 
Red Grange wovld have accom- 
plished if radio had been broad- 
casting football in his day on the 
scale it does now? With or 
without radio, before or since 
Grange, he remains head man as 
regards publicity. Go back 16 
years for a minute. In the fall 
of ’25 Grange was coming to the 
close of his football career. For 
a long time the east had only 
read about this miracle bail 
carrier in the midwest, explod- 
ing that Saturday when he 
scored four touchdowns in the 
first quarter against Michigan— 
and not a microphone in the 
joint. And now he was coming 
to Philadelphia to play Penn. 
The east’s first look at Grange. 
What happened? The first time 
Grange carried the ball, he cut 
in through right tackle and went 
60 yards to score. Then Penn, 
maybe because it was muddy, 
chose to kick off. -And who did 
they kick to? Sure! Grange! 
They caught him on Penn’s 10- 


yard line. And not a mike in 
the joint. Oh, there was more 
that day, too. A lot more. But 


three years of tremendous pub- 
licity culminated commercially 
a few weeks later in Grange’s 
pro-football debut at the Polo 
Grounds. Grange and the Chi- 
cago Bears versus the New York 
Giants, plus a perfect weather 
break. Nobody appears to know 
yet what that actual attendance 
figure was exctpt that the Polo 
Grounds has never held its equal. 
It must have been near 65,000. 
And Grange spent a quiet after- 


noon on the gridiron that day 
doing little or nothing. What 
brings all this to mind is the 


Harmon-Kimbrough pro debut at 
the Yankee Stadium just last 
Sunday (19). Each of these 
players had radio throughout his 


college years and here they were, 


like a double feature. on the 
same team They drew 25.00( 
people with nerfect weather 
break. Over at he Polo Ground 
the same day the Giants and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers were play- 
ing to 25,000 At Ebbets Field 
the Brooklyn Dodgers and Chi- 
cago Cardinals had 12.000 in the 
stands. A lapse of 16 years dur- 
ing which radic has become such 
a factor, and still three pro 
games, combined, couldn’t out- 


draw Grange. 

Shudders of the week: The all- 
night announcers continue to 
emphasize. their lack of nim- 
ble tongues via the int@rviews 
they persist in doing. But they 
are not alone. Mel Allen drool- 
ing over a football coach is not 








one of radio’s prettier verbal 
pictures. ~ 
Borden does a credible job of 


scripting, while John Loveton’s di- 
rection is skillful and Elsie Thomp- 
son’s organ bridging is expert. Don 
Haneock is announcer and on the 
show caught a cast of AFRA regu- 
lars got through the stuff without 
strangling. Series moves forward a 
quarter-hour to the 3-3:15 niche next 
Monday (27). Hobe. 


METROPOLITAN AUDITIONS OF 

THE AIR 
With Mario Berini, Rachel Carlay, 

Edward Jchnson, Milton Cross, 

Met orchestra under Wilfred Pelle- 

tier 
Operatic Auditions 
30 Mins. 
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT 
Sunday, 5 p.m. * 

WEAF, NBC, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 

The Met auditions got under way 
Sunday (19) to a fairly auspicious 
start. The two singers appearing, 
while not of a sort. to evoke hurrahs 


vocally, had extremely pleasing 
voices, -and were suffciently good 


musicians to make for a pleasant 
half hour. 

Mario Berini, tenor, is a Curtis 
graduate, and has sung with some 
of the lesser companies in the U. S. 
He displayed a nice lyric quality in 
‘Recondita- Armonia’ from ‘Tosca,’ 
but came close to cracking on the 
top ‘A’ in the concluding phrase. 
His subsequent ‘B flat’ was hard 
driven and brittle with a complete 
change of vocal production evident 
above the staff. The voice is funda- 
mentally an excellent one, if these 
faults are corrected. and he showed 
up to much better advantage in his 
part of the third act duet, ‘Amero 
sel per te,’ in which the ‘O dolci 
mani’ was included. Here both the 
top ‘B flat’ and ‘B’ natural were bet- 
ter, but the voice is obviously one 
not suited to the heavy demands of 
Mario’s music. 

Rachel Carlay, substituting on 24 
hours notice for an ill singer (Leta 
Flynn), is the possessor of a lyric 
soprano which has been heard fre- 
cuently on ‘Manhattan Merry Go 
Round.’ The aria, ‘Vissi D’Arte,’ was 
belatedly learned and the role of 
‘Tosca’ is not for her, but she took 
the rap for the emergency. She was 
especially good in the uppermost 
register, where ‘B's’ and ‘C’s’ were 
emitted with ease, but her middle 
‘C’ was but a grumble. In ‘Manon’ 
or ‘Boheme’ Miss Carlay may find 
her true worth. Encores included 
Grieg’s ‘Ich liebe Dich’ in English, 
for the soprano, and ‘Cecelia’ for 
Berini. 7 

Edward Johnson, Met general man- 
ager, spoke briefly concerning the 
merits of the audition winners, and 
Milton Cross handled announcements 
and an effective plug for Sherwin- 
Williams paint in his usval ex- 
emplary fashion. Anne Erskine 
writes the continuity for the pro- 
gram itself. 


‘THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE’ 
With Eddie Flynn 
Quiz 
30 Mins.—Local 
D.&H. COAL 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

‘Little Red Schoolhouse’ 

acid test. It is held in WGY’s audi- 


Kids’—which local program _re- 
sembles in certain respects—rides 
into a nearby-city station. Spotting 
is not deliberate, sponsor taking an 
open nighttime block instead of Sun- 
day afternoon period available last 
season. On basis of first broadcast 
in new series, WGY show does not 
suffer too much from _ inevitable 
comparison with webber. Youngster: 
on teams representing competing 














‘Schoolhouse’ cities do not probably 
| possess as high I. Q.’s as Quiz Kids. 
| Also some of questions asked the 
|Quiz Kids are |] difficult. Bal- 
j}ancing this is fact that while smart 
locals seem less precocious, less ex- 
hibitionistic than one or two of the 
Chicago regulars. Listeners may con- 
Sider them more normal youn 
land easier radio company. ‘School- 
house’ is more of a team proposition 
and more of a play on community 
pride. 


gsters 


mov- 


Flynn kept initial broadcast 
He wis ely held 
four boys and 


| 

ling at a rapid clip. 

| the reins on answers, 

two girls (13 to 15) getting little 


? 
{chance to become prolix or gabby. 
|Kids compete for cash prizes. 

One flaw on 
|} be over use of studio organ on 
|cal questions, this instrun 
ling a little draggy. Impact of adv 


| Lising 


broadcast seemed to 
musi- 
yund- 


message was rainer stro 


DAVID KESSLER 
|*Today and Yesterday’ 

News Analyst 
| PLANTERS PEANUTS 
15 Mins., Local 
WHAM, Rochester 

Javid E. Kessler, who enters the 
news analyst field with his current 
assignment, got away to a good start 
with prospect of building a regular 
following. A former newspaper 
man, drama and music critic, sports 
writer and managing editor, he 
brings to the new field a sense of 
news values, drama in the news and 
varied personal interests. 

Despite the difficulty of presenting 
vital views on the war’s develop- 
ments from this distance, Kessler 
does a creditable job in making his 
comments sound important = and 
thought-inspiring. He devoted most 
of his time to the war, then touched 
on Congress, a longevity clinic and 
the death of Helen Morgan, the lat- 
ter starting Jike a. drama-packed 
item, but fizzling out, perhaps for 
lack cf time. 

Three plugs centered on a diction- 
ary deal for peanut buyers. Cord. 





ence studio just before famous ‘Quiz | 





faces an | 





WABC DEDICATORY PROGRA) 

With Kate Smith, Mayor Fleretie 
LaGuardia, Ted Husing, Howard 
Barlow, Louella Parsons, Bob 
Burns, Roger Pryor, Andre Koste- 
lanetz, Ed Gardner, Bob Ripley 
Alexander Woollcott F 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10 p.m. 


WABC-CBS, New York 


Columbia’s New York key turned 
the juice on for its new 50,000-watt 
transmitter last Saturday night (18) 
and the event was accompanied by 
a fanfare of taik and music in which 
the predominant note was the awe 
that the ‘magic of radio’ could stil} 
inspire. There were pickups from 
Hollywood and London and before 
the switch of signals from the old to 
the new transmitter, located on a 
small island off New Rochelle, N. Y,, 
actually took place brief greetings 
were heard from Mayor Fiorello La- 
Guardia and the mayor of New Ro- 
chelle, Stanley Church. New York’s 
mayor departed twice from his pre- 
pared script for a bit of twitting, 
Talking about the various services 
rendered by the medium, Mayor La- 
Guardia said, ‘The world’s greatest 
entertainers stand at your radio door 
every day,’ and then he parenthetic- 
ally added, ‘Some of them are good 
and some of them are not so good.’ 


Bob Ripley struck the program’s 
theme of bigness with a recital of 
the facts and figures involved in this 
‘miracle of modern science’—250,000 
pounds of steel went into the trans- 
mitter, 2,500,000 pounds of concrete 
were used for the antenna’s island 
base, etc. Later on in the hour Rip- 
ley did a ‘believe-it-or-not’ predi- 
cated on his own broadcasting ex- 
periences. E. K. Cohan, CBS’ chief 
engineer, completed the mechanistic 
phase of the program by calling the 
sienals for the turning off of the old 
transmitter in Wayne, N. J., and the 
introduction of the new transmitter 
to receiving sets. 

Kate Smith, first of the entertain- 
ers, recalled her first appearance be- 
fore a CBS mike, then sang a pop 
number. Howard Barlow also did 
some reminiscing, his going back to 
1927, and he batoned the symphony 
combination through the prelude to 
the third act of ‘Lohengrin.’ Ed- 
ward Gardner, another item on the 
New York end of the program, pro- 
duced some laughs with some no- 
tions of his ‘Archie’ character. Ted 
Husing was to have taken cff on a 
Pan-American clipper and to come 
into the program from aloft but 
weather conditions made this im- 
practical and so he told the listeners 
of his disappointment from a studio 


mike. Andre Kostelanetz rounded 
out the contributions from the New 
York contingent with a_ highly 


pleasing Stephen Foster medley. 
Hollywood was represented by 
Louella Parsons, Bob Burns and 
Roger Pryor, the last pinch-hitting 
for Orson Welles, who for unex- 
plained reason failed to show. Miss 
Parsons gave her blessing to wed- 
ding of the twin media, radio and 
pictures, while Pryor spoke of the 
‘amazing cooperative spirit of the 
people in radio’ and wound up with 
a salute to the freedom of speech. 
The essence of Burns’ routine was 


lthat he had had no easy time going 


| jewelry. 





up the ladder of success. 

Alexander Woollcott, originating 
from London, was the finale speaker. 
He mixed reminiscences of his 
broadcasting days with a tribute to 
3ritish fortitude under fire. 

Odec. 


‘HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU’ 
With Richard Willis, Dan 
lough 
15 Mins., Local 
BARBARA GOULD, INC. 
Mon.-Thurs., 2:45 p.m, 
WOR, New York 
This novel beauty-advice series by 
Richard Willis, former reporter, ac- 


McCul- 


tor, advertising man and Warner 
Bros. eastern studio makeup man, 
returned last week for its second 
season aS a local sustainer over 
WOR. New York, airing on a four- 
times-weekly schedule It’ now 
being sponsored three times a wet k 
(Monday, Wednesday, Thu ' Vv 
Barbara Gould, Inc., cos! firm 
but will continue the Tue , - 
taining shot. 

Format of the show remain be- 
fore, with Willis offering uty 
analysis and advice to two applicants 
from the studio audience. He rates 
them on the following point ha r- 
do, use of powder-rouge, use of lp- 

id use of 


stick, eyebrows, neck-line and 
Total number of points for 
the various. classifications gives 
them a general percentage 

Probably such a show is interest- 
ing to women dialers, although the 
more squeamish may be embarrassed 
at the blunt questions and sugses- 
tions offered by Willis. Also. the 
program’s main apneal to the indi- 
vidial listener would seem to be In 
dealing with her particular type of 


looks. Thus, a femme would prob. 
ahly have to hear a succession res 
other (and therefore _ irrelevant 


types before Willis worl’ get around 
to her own ease. Willis asks for 
nlentv of studio visitors and sugests 
that those who cannot attend in pver- 
on send him photos and ‘et him pre- 
scribe beauty hints for them @ratls. 
It’s probahlyv a better vrogra™ In 
the studio than via the air. Dan 
McCullough is the Ganeyncer 
ope 
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Follow-Up Comment 





‘Against the Storm’ last Wednes- 
day afternoon (15) offered one of the 
most distinguished and _ stirring 
broadcasts in the history of commer- 
cial daytime radio. It was not only 
far above daytime serial level, but 
for timeliness, maturity of theme, 
eloquence of expression and emo- 
tional impact ranked with the best 
of evening material. Piece was a 
flashback account of the arrival in 
New York nearly two -years ago of 
Kathy, the story’s refugee-heroine. 
Her ship-board friend, a lifelike 
American reporter, tells her about 
America as they steam up the har- 
por through the morning mist and, 
pointing out the Statue of Liberty, 
quotes part of the inscription on it: 
‘ _. Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free. 
Send these the homeless, tempest- 
tossed to me. 

I lift my lamp beside the golden 

door.’ 


It was. sincere, reticent and 
enormously moving and, with a brief 
explanatory introduction, would pro- 
vide a pungent dramatic spot for an 
evening variety show. It was cer- 
tainly extraordinary for daytime 
serial writing. 

Raymond Massey, Sylvia Sidney 
and Flora Robson struggled heroic- 
ally Friday night (17) to give full 
dimension and reality to an adapta- 
tion of Emily Bronte’s ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ on the Philip Morris dra- 
matic series. Massey was by voice 
and temperament miscast as the 
headstrong Heathcliffe, and in the 
fragmentary role permitted in a 
half-hour re-write, his sincerity and 
trouping skill were of little avail. 
Miss Sidney was properly intense as 
Kathy, while Miss Robson artfully 
paralleled the housekeeper role from 
youthful vibrance to aging disil- 
lusionment. Parts of the children 
were read as if by rote, but Isabella. 
Heathcliffe’s wife, was convincingly 
played except in the distraught emo- 
tional scenes. Charles Martin’s pro- 
duction was elaborate and the cast 
apparently large, but Martin’s pres- 
ence as m.c. seemed ostentatious. 

Helen Hayes demonstrated her 
throat-catching thesping virtuosity 
again Sunday night (19) in a repeat 
of Therese Lewis’s acceptable adap- 
tation of the pioneering novel, ‘Let 
the Hurricane Blow.’ Although the 
piece provided several opportunities 
for her emotional playing and poig- 
nantly-edged comedy, the effect was 
in Miss Hayes’ playing, rather than 
inherent in the script. Herbert Rud- 
ley was direct and believable as the 
stalwart pioneer husband, but was 
limited by the fact that the show’s 
strongest scenes were solo ones for 
the star. Mark Warnow’s musical 
bridges, particular the choral ones, 
were atmospherically helpful. 

Barbara Stanwyck, Robert Taylor 
and James Gleason, guesting Sunday 
night (19) on the Gulf-Screen Guild 
program, breezed through a briefie 
version of the picture of a couple of 
seasons ago, ‘Nothing Sacred,’ but de- 
spite their efforts, the piece failed to 
come completely to life. Apparently 
the yarn, hilarious on the screen, 
couldn’t be satisfactorily condensed 
into half-hour length, or else the 
adaptation was faulty. Miss Stan- 
wyck and Taylor were plausible as 
the romantic leads, but Gleason’s 
méager part didn’t bring him out of 
the background. As sometimes hap- 
pens with this program, the star 
names and familiar vehicles draw 
the audience, with actual perform- 
ance not up to expectations. 

Edmund Gwenn, Heather Angel, 
Norah Howard and George Sturgeon 
re-created their stage parts in the 
air-raid scene from ‘The Wookey’ 
(at the Plymouth, N. Y.) in a two- 
way short-wave broadcast Sunday 
(19) to England and heard late the 
Same night on WOR, New York, via 
recording. Although the frantic 
welter of shouted speeches and 
Screams of terror tended to blur the 
actual dialog, the realistic sound 
effects of sirens, roaring planes, 
screeching bombs and anti-aircraft 
fire helped contribute excitement. 

lana Revian-daneartann, London- 
born wife of Vincent Sheean, was 
m.c. of the show from New York, 
while John Snagge, one of BBC’s 
announcers, had the similar assign- 
ment from London. Also partici- 
pating were London air-wardens, 
firemen and a _ tugboat skipper. 
Robert Louis Shayon produced for 
WOR, from a script by Alvin 
Josephy. 





Ilona Massey and Alan Curtis 
guested Friday night (17) on the 
Kate Smith show, playing the leads 
in a sentimental dramatic capsule, 
‘Swan Song,’ supposedly base” on an 
incident in the life of Ar Pav- 
lowa. Script was shallow and trans- 
parent, while Miss Massey seemed 
stilted as the tragic heroine and Cur- 
tis rigid as an ardent admirer. 
Sketch was confused in the writing 
and confusing in the playing. Char- 
lie Hall and Pat C. Flick, also guest- 
ing on the show, were paired as a 
new comedy team. Hall straighted 
and Flick was the accented gag man. 
Materia] was commonplace and 
seemingly the two need considerably 
more work together .to acquire 





proper timing. Pick and Pat, vet 
blackface comics, also had a spot on 
the stanza, with Miss Smith playing 
interlocutor. Laugh results were 
mild. Nan Rae and Maude Davis, 
who started the season on the pro- 
gram, weren't on at this catching. 


_—-— 


Gloria Swanson was slipped into 
‘Duffy’s Tavern’ (CBS) last Thursday 
night (9) for a few moments of fluffy 
chatter that she carried off nicely. 
As posed by the script, Archie (Ed 
Gardner) confounded his cronies by 
‘proving’ that Miss Swanson was not 
only a visitor to his beerstube, but 
that she was that way about him. 





Mary Boland, who has often been 
an in-and-outer in entertainment 
points on guest shots, probably hit 
the high of her radio career Wednes- 
day (15) when guesting with Fred 
Allen. It was needling in the fast, 
flip and funny sort, and Miss Boland 
played the lines for maximum values 
both in the exchange with Allen 
himself and with tenor Kenny Baker. 
The latter, incidentally, whammed 
over a warm reading of ‘Do You 
Care’. Allen had three socko se- 


Ohio State collegiate and with the 
hokey murder mystery in the bur- 
lesque theatre, wherein the accused, 
in protesting his innocence, said he’d 
fight the case right up to the ‘Good 
Will Court’. 





Richard Watts, Jr., guesting last 
week on ‘We, the People,’ via CBS, 
gave an_ interesting account of 
Chungking air-raids and of general 
conditions in China in ‘the bloodiest 
war in all history. New York Her- 
ald Tribune drama critic; who re- 
cently returned from a summer in 
the Far East, was unsure of his 
breath-controi, but displayed a 
pleasant voice and an engaging 
manner despite nervousness. He and 
Eddie Dowling, m.c. of the program, 
engaged in mild banter about the 
rcritics’ severity toward Dowling’s 
production two seasons ago of ‘Ma- 
dame Capet.’ Watts said that his 
appearance on the air had made him 
realize how actors are under a 
nervous strain in giving a perform- 
ance. ’ 





Harold M. Coulter, formerly with 
WKRC, Cincinnati, has been named 
promotion manager of KYW, Philly, 


succeeding Lambert B. Beeuwkes, 
now in Detroit at WXXZ. 





———— 


quences, with Miss Boland, with the 





WOR’s Critical Jam Session 





Jerry Danzig. of WOR, New York, is experimentally holding a 
‘critical jam session’ on Tuesday afternoons at which recordings of 
WOR programs will be played for the benefit and possible interest of 


those radio columnists who go in for reviewing. There is more pub- 
lished program comment in Manhattan lately, probably due to the 
stimulation provided by John K. Hutchens, new radio editor of the 
New York Times. 


WOR believes this policy may prove a method to get radio notice— 
and notices—for programs that are missed in the ordinary routine 
because of conflict with other programs. It remains to be seen whether 
(1) enough radio columnists will care or (2) whether radio programs 
can be successfully reviewed in a room populated by rivals. The 
Milton Berle-Charles Laughton duo, “The Timid Soul,’ and the Morgan- 
Bolton ‘Go Get It’ shows were the first recordings offered via the 
critical jam session. 

On this point it may be of interest to the trade that, except in ex- 
tremely rare instances for extraordinary reasons, VARIETY has never 
reviewed radio programs anywhere except over a regular radio re- 
ceiver. Although no longer practical to adhere to the policy as con- 
cerns motion pictures the traditional view of this publication has been 
that films are best reviewed in theatres before a normal audience 
rather than in projection rooms. 

One objection to the professional group being exposed to an enter- 
tainment in artificial seclusion is that the wisecrack tendency of the 
trade-wise gathering can rapidly destroy that essential seriousness 
which is the very bedrock of criticism. 
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“YES, 


listen to WLW 


.. . every last one 


Harvey Hoewischers, whose farm 
is located near Sidney, Ohio. 


DAD SAYS: 
"I've listened to WLW 


years, and if there’s ever been a loyal 


booster of the Nation's 


‘em. Even tho’ | am quite an active member 
in the Belgian Breeders Association, much 
of my work centers about the farm. And 
so, I’m naturally interested in all the new 
methods of farming. WLW makes it pos- 
sible for me to get these new ideas, gives 
me the market and weather reports. Why 


»WE 


of us,” say the 


for a good many 


Station, I'm one of 


... | don't think I've missed that Weather 
Observer, Jim Fidler once . . . since he’s 


been on the air.” 


MOTHER SAYS: 


"Well, I'm quite a stay-at-home. | enjoy sewing and 
listening to the radio. And when | say Radio... I 
mean WLW for | hardly ever listen to any other 
station. | have lots of favorite programs. One that I 
like especially well, ‘Boys Town.’ | never miss it. | 
know that there must be thousands of Mothers like 
myself who are mighty grateful to WLW for their 


fine programs,” 





















Prize Winners! These ribbons have been wen by Harvey 
Hoewischer’s Belgian horses this year at Ohio, Indiana 


and other state fairs, 


SON SAYS: 

"| graduated from Ohio State last year, majoring in 
Agriculture. | thought when | left school that I'd really 
have the ‘jump’ on Dad when it came to new farm- 
ing methods. But... WLW had the jump on me. I 
soon found out that Dad was ‘right on his toes’. « i 
when it came to employing time-saving devices on 
the farm. Since then, I've got an ‘earful’ of sound 
farming ideas by listening to ‘Everybody's Farm 
Hour.’ ” 


DAUGHTER-IN-LAW SAYS: 

“I'm being quite frank when I tell you that | wasn’t 
accustomed to getting up at the crack of dawn when 
| came to live on the farm. But now... | really look 
forward to Hal O'Halloran and ‘Top Of The Mornin’ 
on WLW. I'm sure that in a few short weeks I'll be 
as WLW-minded as the rest of the family because 
we listen every day.” 


YES—PRO GRAMS WITH A DISTINCTIVE SECTIONAL 
FLAVOR PLUS CLEAR CHANNEL FACILITIES MAKES 
WLW A FRIEND TO FARMERS IN THE MIDWEST! 


INDIANA OHI0 
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CINCINNATE 


KENTUCKY 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York-—Transameri- 
con Broadcasting & Television Corporation, 
Chicogo— WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 
Sen Francisco—international Radio Sales. 
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‘The Modern Design’ transcriptions for Pall Mall Cigarettes, which have i 
. @ | attracted comment in trade circles and among radio listeners because of ! 


PRODUCES | their ear-splitting sound effects, are, here and there, being given special 
a | pre-announcement ‘treatment.’ One conductor of a musical clock was 

| heard informing listeners that a ‘Modern Design’ platter was to be turn- 

New Trade Association Bars Networks and Clear AFRA PRESSES WBYN, WAAT | tabled and suggesting they draw a bit away from their radios. Another 
——— | morning, he also gave a sort of ‘warning’ that one of the ‘on land, on sea 

All Meeting in. New York Endorses and in the air’ discs was to be broadcast. The third morning he tabbed 

Roosevelt's Foreign Policy | the record in straight fashion. 





MAJOR MARKET GROUP’S CHI MEETING 


36 

















ee + 


Channels From Membership — Rejects 
ASCAP Alternate Plans of Payments | eaten | 


_ | That people outside the metropolitan area laugh at the discs was demon- . 
| American Federation of Radio| strated when the quizmaster on an upstate N.Y. station asked contestants } 
| Artists is currently negotiating for 


to identify the product sloganned ‘Modern Design.’ 
own, contracts at WBYN, Brooklyn, and 


Union 





make its 
Broadcasters | WAAT, Jersey City, N. J. 


Chicago, Oct. 21. {each situation will 


with the locals. 


| radio field at the mercy of a general! board is still considering the ques- 











ith stati owners from the ma-| dea! : . ; : e 
PB yi rea for the meeting, a new 'feel that to negotiate as a unit with| recently signed renewals with WHN 
group was organized here last week.| any union would leave the enti: e| and WMCA, New York. National rennan es en or 


Known as the Independent Broad- | 
casters, Inc., group will be restricted | walk-out, 
to stations affiliated with networks; Independent Broadcasters, Inc., will 
but not owned or operated by net- have 12 members on its board of di- 
works, and not on a clear channel. | rectors; three each from 
It marks a furthering of the trend | allied with Columbia, Mutual, the Red 
of isolation of self-interest within’ and the Blue. Should there ever be 
the industry. This latest group is a/ another national network, there will 
trade association of those whose sit-| be three more directors for stations 


uation precludes boosts in wattage to’ on that network. This is to ensure 
any great extent. that no one network will have a 
Known when summoned as the) greater voting power than a rival 
Major Markets Group the broad-! web. 
casters came to Chicago primarily to Eugene Pulliam of WIRE. Indian- 
discuss three major subjects: ASCAP, | anolis, served as chairman and or- 
super-power and labor unions, AsS| ganizer at the initial meetings, and 
far as ASCAP is concerned, the group | jt is indicated that Pulliam will be 
here was irrevocably against the! one of the top figures in the new 
present ASCAP deal with the net-| sroup known as IBI. Organizational | 


works, feeling that the networks | and membership committee chosen is 
were passing too large a burden of | headed by Walter Damm of WTMJ, 
payment-at-source back to the af-| Milwaukee and includes Henry 
filiates. The group also is opposed to) sjayik, Ronald Woodyard, William 
the blanket contract offered by! ONeill, Campbell Arnoux. Copy- 
ASCAP, contending the blanket ;ight committee which met with 
greement does not suit the needs of| ASCAP leaders in New York late 
the stations which are also being}j,;t week is comprised of Hoyt 
served by BMI and other music! wooten, John Gillin, Stanley Hub- 
sources. The stations are inclined) parq Ed Craney and Hulbert Taft. 
towards the acceptance of the per) Qn the super-power committee are 
program and per piece contract with | John Shepard, John Kennedy, Wil- 
ASCAP but are balking at that con- | , . 
tract because of the mess of book- 
keeping, auditing and logging in-; 
volved in the proper functioning of 
this type of ASCAP deal. 

On super-power the group is com- | 
pletely, definitely and utterly em- 
phatic. They are agin it. They 
want 50,000 watts fixed as the top 
limit of power for all stations. Their 
feeling is the stations on clear 
channels can run wild if allotted 
super-power and the networks with 
a few stations spotted across the na- | 
tion with super-wattage, could set up | 
a claim to effectively service the en- 
tire country on network shows and 
eliminate large numbers of their Chicago, Oct. 21. 
present affiliates. | Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 

As to unions, the group will not} has been awarded the Falstaff Beer 
deal with any of the trade unions as} account. 

a radio group. Musicians, perform-| Lining up full campaign of 
ers, engineers, and others will not be| radio and newspaper copy, with 
negotiated with as a radio group; but} plenty of stress on the ether. 


Hill. 

There were 46 affiliate station men 
in for the meeting in the Drake Hotel 
last week, and these men represented 
63 stations, 

Elections and a new general meet- 


next two weeks, and all 

| station men in the classifications nec- 
essary for membership will be in- 
vited to attend the meeting and have 
a full voice in the proceedings. 


Falstaff to Blackett 





stations | 


liam Scripps, Ed Craney and Luther | 


ing will be held in Chicago within the | 
affiliated | 


tion of a uniform rule regarding 
admitting program producers to 
Lp emir? Meanwhile, each loeal 
is handling the matter in its own 
way. Cincinnati and Los Angeles 
| locals admit producers and the New 
| York chapter takes in those at Co- 
| lumbia’s key station, WABC, New 


, York, Latter policy is a hang-over 
from AFRA’s absorption of the 
American Guild of Radio An- 


nouncers and Producers. 
At last week’s annual 
the New York local, the 


meeting of 


local board: William Adams, Clay- 
ton Collyer, Ted de Corsia, Eric 
Dressler, Betty Garde, House 
Jameson, Anne Seymour, Mark | 


Smith and Ned Wever, actors; 
| Everett Clark, Gordon Cross, Phil | 
|Duey, Felix Knight, Evelyn Mac- 


Alex McKee 
| Preston, singers; Ben Grauer, Ken 
Robers, Sid Walton, Alan Williams 
and Foster Williams, announcers. 


Gregor, and Walter 


Meeting also passed resolutions 
approving President Roosevelt’s 
foreign policy and the Govern- 


ment’s current efforis to 
army camp entertainment. 


provide 





Frank Owens Scouts For 
| Maxwell Local Shows 


| 


Benton & Bowles is 
quiries for local 
Maxwell House tea. 

Agency’s scout in 
instance is Frank Owen. 


making in- 
shows in behalf of 


this particular 


Amerado Cigars Buying 
a | . 
Chainbreak Blurbs 
Amerado cigars is buying chain- 
break announcements at the rate of 
| three a week for 13 weeks starting 
Oct. 27. 


The Feigenbaum agency, of Phil- 
adelphia, has the account 
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following | 
were elected to membership on the | 


_——— 





Pittsburgh Impasse Ends and With It Petrillo’s 


Strike on Network 





Southern Papers Use 
‘Quiz of Two Cities’ 
Format for Stunt 


Atlanta, Oct. 21. 
WSB has borrowed Noxzema’s pat- 
‘Quiz of Two : 
weekly show involving the staffs of 
the Atlanta Journal and the Birm- 
ingham News-Age Herald. 

Journal team operates from its 
|}own studios (WSB) while the Her- 
ald bunch answers its questions in 
the studios of WAPI, Birmingham. 
Latter outlet, like WSB, also broad- 
casts the event. 


tern, Cities, for a 


Noxzema in Pittsburgh 

Oct. 21. 
Bankrolled by Noxzema, new quiz 
'show between teams from two cities, 
and Philadelphia, has 
been launched over a _ twin-station 


hook-up, KDKA here and KYW _ in 


Pittsburgh, 


Pittsburgh 


| Philly. Started last Sunday and 
sponsor had station reps line up 
heads of city government, Mayor | 


Cornelius Scully of Pittsburgh and | 


Acting Mayor Bernard M. Samuel 
fof Philly, for speeches on inaugural 
| show. 


Telephone lines between two out- 
ilets permits one end to thear the 
other, except answers to 
inasmuch as both teams have the 
same set, and while program airs 
from KYV 
| KDKA makes a transcription of it 


and puts it out three hours later. 
Earlier time had previously been 
|sold to another sponsor by local 


Westinghouse outfit. 

Pay-off is in silver dollars, each 
contestant being assured of $5 and 
an extra $5 if he hits the jackpot 


} question. For first program, Nox- 
|zema had a line-up of name news- 
|papermen from Pittsburgh Post- | 


| Gazette and Philadelphia Bulletin 


|GREENE, RYND HAVE NEW 
POSITIONS AT NBC, N. Y. 


NBC last week split its sales serv- 
| ice staff into separate departments 
'for the Red and Blue networks. F. 
| Melville 


Greene, -formerly sales 
traffic manager, was appointed head 
of Red network sales traffic 


VA Stl Merwe > 





, report- 
| ing to Roy C. Witmer, vice-president 
jin charge of Red sales. Charles 
| Rynd was made Blue network sales 
service chief, reporting to Keith 
| Kiggins, Blue sales head. 

| Other NBC executive changes in- 
|cluded the appointment of Elmer 
| Lyford, formerly of traffic; as exec- 
utive in charge of station 
relations promotion, succeeding Bert 
Adams, who was recently made as- 


assistant 


sistant to Sheldon B. Hickox, Jr., 
manager of the Red network sta- 
tion relations. Robert Jones, for- 


merly a clerk, was upped to succeed 
Lyford in traffic, while Daniel Tuohy 
was hired to take the job vacated by 
Jones. 


vv -_——— 


: | 
questions 


3:30 to 4 each Sunday, | 





| Before ragdio listeners could get 

the full affect of harmonica group 
after harmonica group on sustain- 
ing programs H. J. Brennan, op- 
erator of WJAS and KQV, made his 
peace with the Pittsburgh musicians 
union Friday (17) and the American 
| Federation of Musicians revoked en- 
| tirely the walkout order it had is- 
| 
| 


sued for CBS and NBC house or- 
; chestras in New York, Chicago and 
Hollywood. Brennan agreed to em- 
ploy regularly 12 staff musicians on 
WJAS. 

The AFM, after pulling the net- 
work sustaining units in Chicago and 
Hollywood, advised the webs that 
the men would be permitted to go 
back providing their programs were 
not fed to Pittsburgh. The Holly- 
wood studios, apparently acting on 
instructions from the home offices, 
declined to abide by this condition 
and the men didn’t come back until 
the entire controversy was settled. 





Awaits Signature 


Meeder 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Truce between H. J. Brennen, 


owner of WJAS and KQV here, and 
Claire Meeder, president of musi- 


cians Local 60, over weekend put 
| sustaining music and remote band 


pickups back on both major net- 
works following a suspension of sev- 


eral days Meeder yesterday said 
'he and Brennen had agreed on 
major point of controversy but 
| stated he didn’t want to reveal 


terms of agreement until contracts 
were actually signed, probably some 
time tonight (21). 

Original bone of contention was at 
WJAS, local CBS outlet, where 
| Meeder insisted contract for Benny 
Burton’s staff band had not been car- 


ried out to the letter. Brennen 
claimed he had used band during 44 
weeks called for, but Meeder de- 
| nied this, saying station had come 


through with only 29 weeks, altering 
starting date of deal. 


Miriam Wolfe, aciress at WGR- 
WKBW, Buffalo, getting 20th-Cen- 
tury Fox screen test this weekend 
(25) in New York on basis of work 


‘Star Theater’ 


NBC. 


in recent Spangled 


drama on 









| CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER 
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Score a bull’s-eye in 
Connecticut's 
Market by using 
in Hartford. 
three on wD 
erage, programs, 
Write Wm. Malo, Com- 
mercial Manag er, for 
further Information. 


Basic OBS FoR CONNECTICUT 


Get all 
RC—cov- 
rate ! 





















IN PHILADELPHIA 





W.. a LE 


sez THROucH WEIL 
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Betty Winkler Latest of Dramatic 
Talent to Quit Chicago for N. Y. 





Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Exodus of radio performers from 
Chicago, and all headed for New 
York, has reached a high point with- 
in the past few weeks, and there 
is no indication that this trend will 
abate in the near future. 

Some of the top radio acting 
names in town have switched east 
suddenly, though they were doing 
excellently in Chicago as far as 
standing and coin are concerned. 
Betty Winkler goes to New York to 
take a role in ‘Man I Married, 
though apparently big here. Janet 
Logan, who has been at the fore- 
front for several years in Chi radio 
and for some time tops in ‘Step- 
mother,’ is quitting the show to move 
to New York. 

Spencer Bentley left ‘Betty and 
Bob’ for New York and a Paramount 
Newsreel announcing job sometime 
back. Others who have gone east- 
ward include Bess Johnson, Anne 
Seymour, Patricia Ann Manners, 
Elizabeth Reller, Dan Sutter, Fran 
Carlon, David Gothard, Ethel Owne, 
Margaret Hillias, Catherine McCune, 
Kay Brinker, Dolores Gillen, Paul 
Luther. There are plenty more, be- 
sides. 

There is more money in New York 
for performers. There is a better 
chance for the big break that will 
mean, maybe, Hollywood, though a 
number of performers have gone to 
the Coast directly from Chicago ra- 
dio, as Don Ameche, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Lum ’n’ Abner, Fibber McGee and 
Molly, Red Skelton, Kay Kyser and 
a flock of bands. 

But the trend of the drama per- 
formers to New York is now run- 
ning high. Many of them feel that 
their one big opportunity is in legit, 
and with Chicago legit production a 
fable of the dim past, these per- 
formers are going east. 
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planning some sort of practical joke 
or plotting some other action. 
Bullets Also 

About the same time the acid was 
found in the NBC studio building, 
a package of bullets was found in 
a cable conduit at the WEAF trans- 
mitter. Although the bullets were 
only 22-calibre, there were enough 
of them ‘to blow up the cable and 
put the station off the air. With 
network officials declining to discuss 
the matter, it isn’t known what 
method the supposed saboteurs in- 
tended using to explode the bullets. 


NBC executives deny that FBI 
agents were on the premises the 
day the two ‘bombs’ were found or 


have been there since. However, 
Teports persist that the G-men are 
investigating the situation. Despite 
the presence of the Pinkerton men 
on the fifth floor and the require- 
ment that all persons entering must 
have passes, network execs continue 
to worry about possible sabotage in 
the control rooms, particularly with 
Visitors constantly being taken 
through the building. on sight-seeing 
tours. 

Whether G-Men are guarding the 
building or not, it is known that FBI 
agents have for months been check- 
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ies and background of 

all foreign-born employees at both 
NBC and CBS, particularly those in 
the international short-wave divi- 
£10ns of the two networks. Fact that 
the Government sleuths apparently 
have copies of all past short-wave 
Scripts, including those in English 
and foreign languages, has surprised 
broadcasters the G-men have inter- 
viewed. Understood some of the 
Scripts of broadeasts to European 
countries a couple of years ago have 
@roused considerable interest. So 
far, no accusations against any of 
the broadcasters has been lodged 
With either NBC or Columbia. 





Edythe Melrose on WXYZ 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 

Edythe Fern Melrose, former 
woman station manager in Cleve- 
land and Akron, returned to the air 
last week via WXYZ, Detroit, in the 
Tole of ‘The Lady of Charm,’ in 
Which she is developing a woman’s 
market for Chrysler. 

The series goes from 11:15 to 11:30 

a.m. Monday through Friday. 


+ 
7. 














GOVERNMENT URGING 
STOPS XEBP STRIKE 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 

A strike set for Oct. 15 against 
radio station XEBP (5,000 watts) at 
Torreon, leading Mexican cotton 
center, to enforce demands for more 
coin and less work, was averted by 
action of the labor ministry in in- 
ducing the help to accept arbitra- 
fion of their grievances. 


The ministry declared that these 
are not the times for any radio sta- 


tion in Mexico to be closed by a 
strike. 








CBS feeds the N. Y. press this 
noon (Wed.) to meet its Harry 
Flannery, just back from Berlin, 
Germiany, and in need of a feed. 


Opera Dressing Room 
Interviews Sponsored 
By Frisco Dep’t Store 


San Francisco, Oct, 21. 





ment store, for a nightly quarter- 
hour originating from War Memorial 
Opera House. Kicking off Thursday 
(16) for a nightly run-of-season air- 
ing, show will feature dressing room 
interviews with opera principals. 
Pegged at 7:45 p. m., it will tie in 
with Pacific Gas and Electric’s 8-to- 
10 p.m. Evening concert. KYA Man- 
ager Harold Meyer having arranged 
for the transcribed symph sesh to 
use waxed arias by the..stars who 
face the interviewers in person. Eric 
Boden and Al Zitcer producing. 


Vallee Cast Optioned 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Entire cast on the Rudy Vallee 








NBC Hires Two Publicity Specialists, 
One of Them Biographer of Great 


KYA has signed I. Magnin, depart- 





NEAL HOPKINS GETS 
TOUGHIE FROM VICK 


Neal Hopkins, NBC staff writer, 
takes over the scripting assignment 
on the Vick dramatic series on 





NBC-Red (WEAF) with this Sun- 
day’s (26) edition. Show, tenta- 
tively called ‘How to Win $5,000,’ 


will be retitled this week. Hopkins 
will collaborate on the seript with 
Claire MacMurray Howard, author 
of the ‘And Beat Him When He 
Sneezes’ stories from which the pro- 
gram is adapted. 

Milton Geiger was the original 
scripter on the series, but was re- 
placed and several other writers 
have had a crack at it in the last 








show has been renewed by Seal- 
test. 





Carries through next April. 


few weeks. Lewis Titterton, NBC 


| script head, set the deai for Hop- 


kins to take over the authoring as- 
signment. 





NBC last week hired two publicity 
specialists. John McKay came into 
the New York office as manager of 
the press department. Arthur D. 
Howden Smith went on the payroll 
to do confidential public relations, 
McKay is a publicist from WFIL, 
Philadelphia. Smith is the author of 
|*‘Men Who Run America’ a series of 
| essays on financiers and industrial- 
ists and also of biographers of the 
| Vanderbilts, the Astors, Winfield 
| Scott and Col. Edward M. House of 
| whom he was an adopted son. 

Smith recently returned from 
Hollywood where he freelanced. 

McKay as manager of the press 
department succeeds Bill Kostka who 
resigned some weeks ago. 





Charlie Dameron, who left WLW 
a year ago to do hillbilly recordings 


for tobacco and snuff _ sponsors, 
| joined WCKY, Cincinnati, hast week. 

















1. “WOULD-BE SPONSORS SNORTED when I explained that 
we couldn't pack more than a bare 30 minutes into any half-hour! 
There must be a way, they insisted: Call in the Scientists! You see, 
they wanted to participate in The Woman of Tomorrow 9 to 9:30 


morning program on 


... and we had all the sponsors we could 


really talk about in 30 minutes! Besides, The Woman of Tomorrow isa 
very short half-hour (our listeners tell us)... one of the shortest on 
the air! We've been sold out for some time! 





" E ... but Science 
3. ‘SO SCIENCE TO THE RESCU : u 

; is: r dded ANOTHER QUAR 

by myself! Like this: We Nahe Me hom not exact the 

.. but it , doesn’t i 

Lng PERE Fats gy contracts have been signed for this new 


p Represented Nationally by National 


Monday through Friday, 
a half-hour. Science says 
a grand time® to rea 


period . . . but there’s still room for a few** non-competitive products, 


*Nancy’s right—80% 


% of all women in the area are available for listening, 12 to 12:15 P.M. 


**Nancy’s right again—but better work fast! Phone or wire your nearest 


First come, first served! 


‘ailed. And then—TI worked it out all 
TER-HOUR! From 12 noon to 12:15, 
ly the same as getting 45 minutes into 
; t—? And hesides—-noon time is 


“Science says 
| Cheated !” 





... BUT NANCY BOOTH CRAIG, WJZ’s FAMED 
“WOMAN OF TOMORROW” FINDS A WAY TO PUT 
45 MINUTES INTO A HALF-HOUR... MORE OR LESSI 











2. “THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF WOMEN had been 
writing in for months about the products I mentioned, these a 
nant late-comer buyers reminded me. They wanted to get their prod- 


ucts in. mata even! They were 
a Golden ‘ 


very flattering. They said I had 


ouch that had skyrocketed sales for over 40 sponsors, in 


the world’s richest market. They said females simply stormed the 


stores, after iT: The Woman of 
added ... or ELSE! 


| 


KEY 
NBC 
as we go to press! 


NBC Spot Sales Office. 


Tomorrow! Do something, they 


NEW YORK’S 
ONEER STATION 


50,000 WATTS: 770 KC. 


STATION OF THE 
BLUE NETWORK 


Broadcasting Company. SPOT Sales 
Offices in New York ¢ Chicago ¢ San 
Francisco * Boston * Cleveland * Denver 


* Hollywood ¢ Washington 
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PHS SSSSHSSHSSSHS OFFS HEF ESOSSCODNGHH | wood Premiere’ in that spot on CBS, will pass December in New York s ‘ : . 
2 turning out some prestige programs for Columbia....NBC is pretty proud itt & wn 
a of its Far East listening post these days. Nearly two weeks before the 
rom t e re uc On er res | story was substantiated, network’s Coast eavesdroppers (Jap, Russian and 
a multi-linguist) picked up the info that the Japanese cabinet was on the 
000006646666 O06466466660 brink of chucking it. As is customary, the tip was passed along to the oot ul 
news services, who shrugged it off as something picked out of thin air. 
NY ie nh i 4 . 4 Faces reddened when the story broke and hereafter the service lads won't i 
IN NEW YORK CITY ‘aie: con ede a be so eager to toss off a good lead....Peregrinating execs, Lewis Allen 
Tue Rapio TRADE 1s DIscus: ING: Whether vn ] S. senator SOUS Weiss and Harrison Holliway, are back behind their mahoganys. 
forced Archbiship Beckman on NBC—twhat is happewing, if anything, en FES 


in shoriwave—Columbia Island--‘he return of Frank Fay— 
a IN CHICAGO ... 








++ 


+++ 





Pst eeeoe 





Lucille Webster. business manager of Ted Bates radio devartment. Tue Rapio Trape 1s Discussinc: Significance of network distrust by 
back at the job afier a four months’ absence for an operation...She local affiliates as dramatized here by the successive N.I.B. and Major Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
was formerly assisiant to Tom Revere. Benton & Bowles radio head... Market Group Meetings the development of previously inactive Eugene It’s all right for the University of y 
Guy and Carmen Lombar¢o wearing expansive grins over news of an oil Pullian of WIRE, Indianapolis as a radio trade politician-Betty Winkler Pittsburgh itself to de-emphasize 
strike on their holdings in Ontario. commuting from New York. | football, but it doesn’t want any de- 

Howard Nussbaum, NBC staff producer, leaves Saturday night (25) for | —— 'emphasizing from outside sources. 
a vacation in Mexico....he’s been directing ‘Delesse for Americe,’ which| Jayne Walton, singer with the Lawrence Welk orchestra, doubling to That’s why the, Atlantic Refining 
goes off the air with the Saturday starza....Basil (“Bud’) Heatter, radio| WGN to participate in the Bob Elson-Bill Anson show, and is set on the | isn’t broadcasting the exploits of 
scripter-son of Gabriel Heatter, has enlisted in the Navy....WWRL has | Show until Nov. 25....Ben Bernie doubied for a charity appearance at Pitt on the gridiron this season; 
started construction of news transm!.ter in Creenpoint....Wich the com- | the Victory Round-Up Roceo for the British War Relief. that’s also why WCAE is doing ihe 
pletion of the Norman, Corwin series, “°5 by Corwin.’ the 10:29 svet Sun- | Jim Kane, who recently went to Chicago as head of midwestern pub- play -by play accounts from the Pitt 


day nights on CBS resumes Nov. 16 with ‘Columbia Workshop’ under the | liciiy for CBS, was a viciim of a drug store holdup during a visit to New stadium as a sustaining attraction. 
production supervision of Davidson Tzy’or. York the weekend of Oct. 11-12. While Kane was making a purchase in Atlantic’s three-year contract with 
‘The Virginian,’ current yern in the ‘3 oviss America Loves’ series, runs the Crug store three bandits 2ntered the place and, at gunpoint, locked him Pitt, at $18,000 per annum for ithe 


10 weeks, with ‘Dodsworth’ (two weeks) 2ni ‘So Bie’ (three weeks) slated and the druggist in a closet. Robbers forgot to search their victims, how- privileze, ran out last fall. That was | 
to follow....Edna Ferber may personal on the inaugural episode of ‘So | ever, so Kane didn’t lose ahy money, just a few months after Pitt had an- 
Big’....Howard Teichman adapts stories. | Radio serial producer Blair Walliser sworn in as junior grade lieutenant | nounced that football would be less 


Virginia Dwyer, ingenve lead of ‘Front Page Farrell,’ and James Flem- | in Coast Guard Reserve and will be assigned to public relations depart- important at Pitt than it was dur- 
ing, announcer of ‘John’s Other Wife’ and ‘Mr. Keen,’ planning December | ment here .. . Edith Davis added to cast of ‘Right to Happiness’... Myron|ing the coaching days of Jock 











marriage....Oscar Polk added to ‘Our Gal Sunday’ cast....Jone Allison | Wallace announcing on ‘Read of Life’. . . Arthur Kohl back from Coast | Sutherland. So the sponsor of the 
replaced Pat Peardon in ‘Orphans of Divorce’ cast, with Miss Peardon | and once more in ‘Right to Happiness’ cast ... Janet Logan is going to New grid broadcasts took the university 
slated for a lead in Max Gordon’s ‘Junior Miss’ legiter....Selena Royle, | York as the eastward trend continues. |at its word. It offered the school 
no longer held to the ‘Woman of Courage’ exclusive, Joined ‘Second Hus- | -———-— another three-year contract, but at 
band’ troupe....So did Charles Dinele and Edgar Stehli....Dickie Van 1 GAN AN LICL $12,000, a cut of $6,000. James 
Patten added to ‘David Harum’ cest and Thelma Ritter ditto to ‘Lorenzo | IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . Hagan, director of athletics, insisted 
Jones’....Parker Fennelly joined ‘John’s Other Wife’ company, Lucille | Tue Rapio TrabE 1s Discussinc: KSFO’s loss of the CBS franchise to | that would never do. ' 
Wall with ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and William Adams with ‘Young Widder| KQW . . . KSFO’s gain of a 100,000 watt shortwave permit . . . Larry He pointed out that while Pitt | 
Brown....Morris Gilberi, assistant to Raymond Gram Swing, has resigned Keating's break in landing the Bob Hope commercials (he’s a local might be doing some de-emphasizing 
to join the staff of the Office of the Coordinator of Information, Govern- announcer just gone south) . . . Hope’s local appearance at the Auto | on its own part, certainly it had for 
ment service, headed by Col. William J. Donovan....No successor selected | Show . . . the curse of interoffice politics. 1941 the most attractive home sched- i 
yet....Jay Sims became announcer on the Drew Pearson-Robert Allen | ; : ule it had come up with in years. j 
series with the Sunday (19) edition....Sten Shaw, of WNEW, to Balti- | Arnold Marquis, KGO-KPO producer until last month, has been assigned | And so it had, too—clashes with | 
more last week to be with his seriously-ill mother. | to handle the Signal Carnival out of Holly wood, a program which orig- | such big-time schools as Purdue, 
Ken Dyke, promotion director of NBC, tied up all month on Federal | ™ated in Frisco years ago as Carefree Carnival....The exodus from KSFO | Duke, Ohio State, Fordham, Penn 
Court jury duty ... Terry Martin opposite Patricia Ellis last Friday (17), | continues with announcer Dick Wynne, writer Paul West and 1. V. Newlin | State and Carnegie Tech. Hagan told | 
on NBC's television serial . . . meantime Mrs. Martin (Polly Shedlove) is / off the payroll... .Station has also effected another preparation for loss | Atlantic it would have to be the 
in retirement from broadcasting since motherhood. ,of CBS Jan. 1 by having the Farm Journal editor double on publicity. | same price as before, $18,000, or i 
areal Me | Work previously had been done by Columbia’s Marie Houlahan, who will | nothing. The refining company i 
IN HOLLYWOOD | be lost to KSFO when the web shifts to KQW. +: .-KSFO’s new shortwaver | said it would be nothing then. And 
oh oe will broadcast in English, French, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese, | go jt is, ; 
Tue Rapio Trade 1s DiscussING: Recording of the Jack Benny program | Chinese, Thai, Russian and Korean....Dick Bertrandias, KGO-KPO pro- isnsheliestteaisedilailitaseiniees ' 
on the coast repeat in which the disk bounced around and the needle | ducer, has joined the Navy....KYA is local outlet for the Saturday Eve- | 
stuck in a groove on Dennis Day’s number, embarrassing all around— _ | ning Post’s ‘All American Dance Band’ poll tieup with KRO’s ‘Syncopation’ FRITTS DROPS ACTION 
NBC order from east to get tough with comics who run over a few ....new program tabbed ‘Why?’ has been parked on the 6:30 a.m. sked of baad 
seconds. | KYA with Clarence Leisure assigned to give out with weather, time and | Qwner of 50 Shares Opposed CBS 
—-- | temperature data between discs. Artists Service Sale 





Connie Boswell is pulling out of Kraft Music Hall within the next few — 
weeks to make a personal tour of theatres where the pickings are more | Calvin E. Fritts, holder of 50 shares 


luscious tnan on the solo kilocycie job....Horace Heidt brings his “Treas- 9 of common of Columbia Broadcast- 
ure Chest’ program here Nov. 4 for an indef pitch. Bandman lonesome ransmi eT S p ing System, Inc., dropped his ac- 
ry 9 » i 





for that ranch in the valley he bought last trip out....Upon Close making | tion against the corporation Friday 
his observations of the Far East from NBC’s listening post in North Holly- | (17) in the N. Y. supreme court. 
wood....Chief Miiani, long time on KFWB, moves over to NBC’s blue net | je pa oe Fritts, protesting the sale of the Co- 
....Betty Fraser handling script on the Red Skelton show after moving lumbia Artists Service and Concert 
out of NBC’s literary rights department....Hal Rorke, KNX press head, (Created 600 Feet of 16-Foot Seawall Off New Bureau by CBS, sah pete to ee 
trying to clear his throat of strep bugs....NBC sizing up the talent at R h ll | the court make CBS evaluate his 
Camp Roberts for a weekly program over the network....Bing nd ocnenle | stock so he could sell it. 

goes back on the Kraft show Oct. 30....Danny Danker back from J. Walter a ° Argument on this plea had been 
Thompson conferences in N.Y.....John Whedon, scripter on Old Gold : | held before Justice Peter Schmuck 
show, had to move out of his hotel because the manager’s monicker is| Another 50,000 watt mimes WINS OFF AIR DUE | Sept. 26 with a reserved decision still 


the same and the usual complications ensued....Greer Garson and Basil that of WABC, is brand-new to the in effect. 


Rathbone are teamed Oct. 25 in Screen Guild dramatization of ‘Good-Bye metropolitan New York area, This 


? 
Mr. Chips.’ Other futures on the Gulfer are Mickey Rooney and Judy | is in addition to WHN’s plant at East | 10 PILOT 5 CRACK-UP it ile net sh 


. Garland in ‘Babes in Arms’ Nov. 9, and Irene Dunne and Cary Grant in ne . Bailey Replaces Geiger 
Penny Serenade’ Oct. 16....Sid Sutherland and Jose Rodriguez are sus- | Rutherford, N. J. CBS key station) Station WINS, New York, was Vick Chemical has changed writers 




















taining on KFI after being alienated from their sponsors....Richfield Re- | has its towers on an artificial island | forced off the air Monday morning | yond oy ‘What's in a Name?’ serial 
peteng ortggy hen ge her anbeapion emia ang Rigel tg in the 10 P.M. built on a reef a Ne off New! (20) when an army training plane | "arnaie’ aes ee 
Esty agency eit eennt . Soares Se arred _— KNX....William | Rochelle in Long Isl. Sound. Its) crashed in a field near Rutherford, | Bailey weeks toast Sunde’ 7 19) 
) opping around for a producer to handle the four-week | towers go up 410 feet. tands the| N. J., where the WINS transmitter | gow undays \4 
Shirley Temple series for Elgin watch. Charles Vanda, producing ‘Holly- | network about $600,000 ana went into| is located. striking and breaking a etait ~ 
= use Saturday (18) with the usual| main transmission wire. Repairs Cooper on ‘Johnson’ Script 
| Ceremonies. | were immediately undertaken and Wetiin’ Seana ‘olawte scripting 
CBS built a seawall 600 feet long | the station was on the air again after | ‘Story of Bess Johnson.’ next Mon- 
and 16 feet high to create what is| 46 minutes’ silence. day (20). 
now Columbia Island, destined to be Pilot of the plane was killed and a He’s currently is writing CBS’ 
a landmark to yachtsman. | student flier seriously injured in the | ‘Spirit of ’41’ and ‘Good Neighbor’ 


Steel cable carries 4,000 volts of} mishap. 
juice from shore to island. Trans- 
mitter can quarter a 10-man engineer 
crew. 

WABC, Columbia’s New York key, 
had to drop one of the stunts it had 
scheduled for the celebration be- 
cause contracts had ‘not been sig- 
natured with ASCAP by iast 
Wednesday (15). Arthur Godtrey 
was slated to do an a.m. broadcast 
from the transmitter site in which 
there would have been included 
phonograph records of dance bands 
that rose to fame from the Glen 
Island Casino, which is located near 
| the transmitter. The music on all 


A DETROIT 
the records selected for the program 
: H C A G 0 fell within the ASCAP repertoire. 
oe A N FEF R A N e | S Cc 0 | Full page advertisements in the 


| N. Y. dailies Friday and Saturday 


on NBC-Red. 
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| pictured the big cement island with a 

single tower rising above the juire 

RADIO STATION house. CBS -ignal will be vastly 
Oddities of construction problem: | 

workmen could not work at high 

REPR ESENTATIVES tide. Drinking water comes from a 
a fleet of 21 small craft plied from 

island to shore while the building 


* wharf and a huge unusually-designed 
clarified and strengthened. 
well 900 feet down under the sound, 
a rv | went on. 





KGO’s 66 Newscasts 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 
KGO now carries a sked of. 66 
news broadcasts per week, or more 
than nine per day, according to a 
check of listings. 
KPO, NBC’s sister station, pumps | 
‘out 46 news periods weekly. | 
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Cuban News Program That ‘Might 
Have ve Changed History Is Forgiven 


Havana, Oct. 21. 


After eight months suspension by 
the government, ‘Voz del Aire,’ a 
radio news program formerly con- 
ducted over station CMCD, has been 
given permission to resume activities 
by Government Radio Director Juan 
Govea. CMCD’s troubles started on 
Feb. 4 of this year during the ‘little 
revolution’ in which President 
Batista ousted rebellious Army Chief 
Jose Pedraza and his police chief 
stooge, Bernardo Garcia, along with 
Navy Chief Angel Gonzalez, all of 
whom are in luxurious exile in 
Florida. 

Late at night on Feb. 4 when Ba- 
tista started for Camp Colombia to 
grab the reins from Pedraza, ‘Voz de 
Aire’ broadcast that Batista had just 
left the presidential palace for the 
camp without a guard. 

This might have changed the 
course of history had Pedraze been 
listening instead of being home in 
bed where he was arrested a few 
minutes later, 

The next day the government 
visited CMCD and found its equip- 
ment ‘inadequate to continue in pub- 
lic service.’ 

‘Voz del Aire’ will continue with 
purchased time on the Cuban 
Chain’ until a wave length is found | 
for CMCD, her old channel having 
been awarded to the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation. Rumor has it they will soon 
be back at the old stand because 
Senator Miguel Suarez will have a 
hand in the administration of the | 
station. 


Bob Hope’s Frisco Stan 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

Bob Hope does his 
show from the Community 
house via KPO tonight (21), 
in town currently for the Frisco 
Auto Show where he opened a nine- 
day run Saturday (18). Also held 
his Sunday and Monday previews in 
th: Playhouse. 

At the Auto Show, Hope is sup- 
ported by his wife, Jerry Colonna, 
Six Louisiana Belles, Nan Wynn, 
Ames and Arno, the White Guards 








Pepsodent 


(8) and Skinnay Ennis orchestra of | 


14 men augmented by 16 local toot- 
ers to make up the Civic Auditorium 
minimum of 30 specified by the mu- 
Sician’s union, Larry Allen booked. 


‘Red | 


Play- | 
being | 





The ‘Y’ to the Rescue 


Wichita, Kans., Oct. 21. 
New program at radio station 
KFBI is ‘Get-In Step,’ originated 
because 32% of draftees turned 
down in Sedgwick County were 
rejected because of physical de- 


ee ee ae 


fects. 
Phil Cope, physical education 
director at Y.M.C.A., conducts 


program exercise, which also in- 
cludes music, at 9:45 p.m. 


GAELIC TONGUE 
QN CANADIAN 
WEB 


Montreal, Oct. 21. 

Probably for first time anywhere 
outside Irish Free State a ‘Gaelic 
Hour’ is now heard over the Ca- 
‘nadian Broadcasting Corp. network 
|across the Dominion. It will be con- 
tinued indefinitely, if response is 
satisfactory, each first Saturday of 
| succeeding months. 
| Ian Mackenzie, Federal Minister 
of Pensions, as honorary president 
jof the Federation of Gaelic and 
'Highland Societies of Canada, 
opened tke series, with address in 
|Gaelic and English from Vancouver 
| where program originated with con- 
|tinuation from: Winnipeg, Toronto, 
| Hamilton, Ottawa and Sydney, Nova 
| Scotia. 

Gaelic belts in Canada are in the 
Maritime Provinces in the east of 
the Dominion, Central Canada and 
British Columbia and these sections 
will be thoroughly covered by the 
network. 

















Carter Ringlep Joins KMOX 
Kansas City, Oct. 21. 

Carter Ringlep is leaving station 
KMBC sales department to begin a 
hitch in St. Louis, where he will per- 
| form for KMOX and for Radio Sales, 
| Inc. 

Departure ends five years of serv- 
| ice with KMBC. 
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LEVELAND is ‘that way” about the Barons. Didn't 
they win the American Hockey League cham- 
pionship last season? Drew more than 254,000 
rabid fans, too—more than any city in the league. 
So this season, as for the past five, WGAR will air 
the doings of the Cleveland Barons, provide the most 


consistent radio coverage 


Final periods of home 


of local hockey. 
games will be broadcast 


play by play. Every out-of-town game covered by a 
15-minute resume. Championship play-offs by direct 
wire from point of play. Bob Kelley, the town’s ace 
hockey broadcaster, will be at the mike, carrying on 
WGAR’s year-round sports coverage. 

Soon, the sound of toe against pigskin will be 
silenced. But the slap of sticks against a fast-scudding 
puck will hold the ears of thousands of sports fans 
throughout Northern Ohio until next spring. 

Yes, the Barons are kings of sport out here. And 
with a faithful following to which some wise sponsor 


will want to tell his story! 


WGAR THE 


. . . BASIC STATION, 
= 3. tan A. RICHARDS, PRES. 


FRIENDLY STATION 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


EDWARD PETRY & CO., NAT’L REPR. 


* * * * * * + * * 
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Columbia television operations (still experimen- 


tal) at Grand Central terminal, N. Y., have re- 
sulted in the creation by Leu Hole of a new 
| kind of program and staff assignment board. 


| One day, Monday, is pictured in the accompanying 
cut. Varicolored tags represent the scheduling 
of the various employees and programs througout 
the business day. 





Tags symbolize 
air, blank, 


such orders to staff as these: 
run on } floor, run off floor, , confere nce, 


MEXICO’S BOWES DIES |« 


Julio Osorio, Former Rotary Presi- 
dent, Victim of Typhus 
Mexico City, Oct. 21. 
Julio Zetina.Osorio, 50, originator 
of Mexico’s first radio amateurs con- 
test, died of typhus Oct. 9. Oecrte 
some years ago sold XEW, Mexico 
City, the idea of presenting Ameri- | 
can-style contests for amateurs. 











‘Experimental 
tried out in 





| These programs were sponsored by 
| Bristol Myers for Ipana-Sal Hepatica. 
| Osorio, under the airf-name, ‘Don 
Leandro, became Mexico’s Maj. 


ing Corp. web 
Rupert Caplan. 
with ‘Who’re 


facturer, newspaperman, and former |to Oct. 31, 


SSRI RSMO 


siete pester tenenreeee 





Canada on the C 


You Pushin’, 
Bowes, He had been a shoe manu-| which continues every Friday night 


being followed by ‘The 


CBS TELEVISION STUDIO CHART 


_MONDAY- _ ! 


is 


pe » 


ANAARRAKRAARASSAD AAD AOOROOODDSPRD SEDC ARAD SAE 


preparation, se 
dition, 


every situation, 


which to hang the 
every 15-minute 


people involved ts 


Bs ORS 8:6 Airs “« 





t, strike, 
color, log, 
television planne 
168,000 small tags to symbolically 















os elnivieis 





film review, stand by, au- 
check camera, pattern, CBS 
rs are enabled through the use of 
chart any and 
aid of 14,052 nails, on 
tags, a complete schedule of 
program and all the steps and 
visually created, 


With the 


It sounds complicated, but is reported to work 


sm oothly. 


Drama’ is being 
Montreal and across 
anadian Broadcast- 
under direction of 


started Oct. 3 
Brother?’, 


| war effort quarter- 


Experimental Drama’ in Canada 
Draws 60-40 Praise-Censure Ratio 


Montreal, Oct. 21. 


, Withering Stare of Amelia Peck,’ 
another Ranald MacDougal opus, 
Caplan reports good a reac- 
tion with praise and censure about 
60-40 


Caplan is the 
hour spot on the 
network ‘Be Prepared’ which is 
running indefinitely Saturdays. 


Also directed by 





president of the local Rotary Club|== 
and governor of the third Mexican 
Rotary District. ! 

Burial was here. Surviving are 
the widow, a daughter, three broth- 
ers and four sisters. 


Alexander's Court 
May Be Ahead 
Of ‘Good Will 


Pee Sc 





True Story Magazine will prob- 
ably return to the air Nov. 30 with 
a 45-minute version of A. A. Alex- 
ander’s ‘Court of Arbitration.’ Mu- 
tual has made available the Sunday 
9:15-10 p.m. period to the account. 
The NBC-Blue has also put in a bid. 
If the mag accepts the Mutual niche 
the show will come just before ‘Good 
Will Hour’ which Ironized Yeast 
supports on the Blue. 

Arthur Kudner is the agency. 





Yarrington’s Showing 
Springfield, Mass., Oct. 21. 
George A. Yarrington, WMAS 
scripter, took a flier in politics last | 








week, running for an aldermanic | 
nomination on the Democratic ticket. 
Ended up third in a field of four. 
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~ Press Reconciled to Broadcasting 





FCC Investigators Hear Joe Connolly of INS—Herb 


Moore Tells of His Difficulties 





Washington, Oct. 21, 
Newspaper hostility to radio news, 
on the whole, is a relic of the old 
days before the Associated Press 
finally gave in to the inexorable 


march of events, the FCC was as- 
sured last week. More wails about 
those hard-fought battles between 
the press and broadcasters went into 
the record during the marathon 
search for a policy governing pub- 
lishers’ stake in radio. y 

There are cases where both sta- 
tions and dailies have exclusive 
right to International News Service 
reports, Joseph V. Connelly, presi- 
dent of the Hearst wire service, con- 
ceded but these are few and isolated. 
in general, publishers have aban- 
doned their ‘death on radio’ attitude 
because they found out the original 
fears were unfounded. The conver- 
sion was complete when the AP be- 
gan furnishing its report to trans- 
mitters. 


As the Commish attorneys still 
tried to make capital of every in- 
stance of discrimination or one- 
sidedness, Connolly added his denial 
of a newspaper conspiracy. Previ- 
ously officials of AP and United 
Press had told of the change of heart, 
though acknowledging that now and 
then a newspaper owner kicks over 
the traces when a press association 
proposes to add a broadcaster to its 
clientele. Exclusive contracts be- 
tween INS and newspapers are a 
thing of the past, as far as new 
transactions are concerned, while 
few long-time customers yelp any 
more about having a local outlet 
carry the same news. 


Exclusive ties never have pre- 
vented a station from getting satis- 
factory news reports from some 
source, the INS president declared, 
for rival wire services are eager to 
serve any radio customer unable to 
buy the report from a competitor. 
With four services available, sta- 
tions cannot be gagged. 

To knock down Connolly’s conten- 





tions, Marcus Cohn, the Commish 
attorney steering this phase of the 
inquiry, trotted out incidents involv- 
ing the Bloomington (Ill.) Panta- 
graph, the Des Moines Register & 
Tribune, and the Savannah Evening 
Press, all INS clients who fussed at 
the prospect of having radio com- 
petitors carry the same reports. In 
the end, the Commish learned there 
are four stations which can veto 
any INS deal with a newspaper just 
as an equal number of newspaper- 
radio clients have the same privi- 
lege. 

Examination of Connolly disclosed 
INS fixes an ‘asset value’ to its 
Service in each case and may have 
to fork over a substantial premium 
if it takes on a competing customer 
without consent of the other party 
to its contracts. In the case of the 
Bloomington rag, the penalty was 
$10,000; the Des Moines Register & 
Tribune was entitled to $50,000 balm. 
Rather than ante up to the Panta- 
graph when WJBC, Bloomington, 
was taken on, INS slashed its rate 
from $50 to $19 weekly for the two 
months before the agreement with 
the rag was cancelled and a new 
pact written. If INS had started 
serving WHO, Des Moines, it would 
have been liable to Register & 
Tribune demands for $50,000. 


Service finally was extended to 
WSAV, Savannah, after a reduction 
in the rate charged the Evening 
Press, which had upset an impend- 
ing deal with WTOC. 

In a number of cities where INS 
has publisher clients, independent 
broadcasters were denied the report 


| or could get it only through special 


arrangements with the papers, Con- 
nolly conceded under sharp ques- 
tioning by the FCC inquisitor. The 
situation is much less tight now than 
in the past, though, the INS head 
contended. Indication of prior re- 
straints was contained in the report 
with the Savannah sheets, where the 
paper was entitled to 





radio broadcasting rights’ even while 
not then having an outlet. 

Tracing the development of INS 
radio news policy, Connolly said 
Service to broadcasters was in- 
augurated about five years ago when 
there was strong publisher opposi- 
tion. The newspapers felt, he said, 
that sale of the report for broad- 
casting would hurt circulation and 
Zive broadcasting stations a com- 
petitive advantage. As time went on 
‘experience in the use of news on 
Stations convinced most of the pub- 
lishers that broadcasting of news 
helps rather than hinders circulation 
of newspapers,’ he .appended. 

A civil suit under the antitrust 
laws—laying offenders open _ to 
triple damages if a monopoly or re- 
straint is proved—was required be- 
fore Transradio could get equal 
privileges with press services, Her- 
bert Moore, the radio news service 
head, declared. Gradual growth 
from a cuffed-around stepchild po- 
sition to manhood was delineated 
during Moore’s stay in the witness 
chair when he said the attitude of 
the established news agencies was 
‘sell out, join, or perish.’ 

Various attempts were made by 
the United Press and other groups 
to acquire his outfit, Moore said, 
but instead the newcomer fought 
back until a $125,000 indemnity and 
an ‘open door’ promise resulted in 
admission to full equality.’ 

Engaging in ‘rumor-mongering’ 
and even harsher tactics, the news- 
paper fraternity did its best to force 
Transradio’s surrender,. Moore re- 
lated. Pressure exerted by the press 
associations for a long time blocked 
tie-ups with foreign services, such 
as Havas, Reuters and Exchange 
Telegraph, he said, and forced TR 
to employ various subterfuges in 
order to gain entree. He recalled 
the fight to open the Congressional 
galleries and the White House to 
radio legmen. For a time, it was 
necessary to hire newspaper report- 
ers on a part-time basis in order to 
get copy, he admitted. 





WRRN Turned Down 


Warren, O., Oct. 21. 
The Warren Board of Education 
has refused permission to WRRN, 
new station here, to broadcast War- 
ren High School football games. 
Fears broadcasting would interfere 


‘exclusivewith attendance at the contests. 


Expanding ‘Art of Discussion’ 





New NBC Forum Avoids Eastern Telephone Towns 





vv 


—Has Other Cautions As Part of Policy 


Duluth Stations Join 


In Defense Program 


Duluth, Minn., Oct. 21. 

WEBC, KDAL and WDSM will 
jointly produce a national defense 
program (27) to be carried by all 
three stations to promote local in- 
terest in defense work. 

Writers, producers and staff mem- 
bers of three stations will work in 
show. 


Calls General Tire 
Advertising Claims 
Bit on Loose Side 


Washington, Oct. 21. 

Claims about the fast-stopping 
ability of General Dual tires were 
challenged Saturday (11) by the 
Federal Trade Commission in a for- 
mal complaint charging misrepresen- 
tation in radio scripts and news- 
paper advertising. General Tire & 
Rubber Co. was directed to answer 
allegations the blurbs are false and 
misleading. 

Squawk was directed at statements 
the ‘Dual 8’ will stop, automobiles 
‘quicker at 60 in the rain than ordi- 
nary tires stop at 50 in dry weather’ 
and ‘Dual 10’ eliminates ‘skid, 
swerve or tailspin.’ Complaint also 
said the manufacturer falsely rep- 
resented the quality, material and 
type of construction, failing to tell 
customers the number of plies. 











Rissling Is WTAG Nominee 

Worcester, Oct. 21. 
Announcer’ Robert Rissling is 
WTAG’s candidate for the H. P. 
Davis National Memorial Announcer’s 
Award. He was chosen in a three- 
day poll of Central New England 
and by editors of tke Worcester 
Telegram and The Evening Gazette. 
Rissling, who is also a singer and a 





composer, has been with WTAG 
one year. 


The ‘Wake Up America Forum’ one 


the NBC-Blue Sunday afternoons, 
2-3, is following the policy of avoid- 
'ing easterm towns in picking its 
‘telephone city’ of the week. This is 
to elicit comment from the midwest 
as against the east. The eastern 
viewpoint is somewhat discounted on 
many issues of the day, notably as 
regards foreign policy. 

Actual broadcasts of the forum 
originate in New York at Studio 
8G, Radio City, with a capacity of 
around 200. NBC handles ticket dis- 
tribution entirely, this being likewise 
a deliberate policy to obviate the 
possible charge of ‘dressing the 
house.’ 


Questions asked of speakers by 
persons in the audience are first 
censored by NBC production offi- 
cials for conformance with policy 
and FCC rules. If acceptable, the 
question is written out for its 
originator to read. Questions from 
the telephone, city of the week are 
received in the control room and 
also looked over by NBC. 

‘Wake Up America Forum’ has 
adopted other ‘art of discussion’ de- 
vices since going network. Now 
uses a white light to signal over- 
long replies be terminated. Speak- 
ers exchange premises a week ahead 
and each prepares five questions for 
his opponent to answer after the pre- 
liminaries. 


Originally launched on WHK, 
Cleveland, by the American Eco- 
nomic Foundation, this newest forum 
is presided over by Fred G. Clark, 
who headed the _  anti-prohibition 
Crusaders some years ago. Contribu- 
tions are entirely from individuals, 
it is stated in denial of a trade 
rumor that the National Assn. of 
Manufacturers was interested in the 
Forum. 





Flo Seidel, WCCO, Minneapolis, 
staff songstress, is suffering from 
throat ailment and hospitalized. 
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_wise men look twice 


W ise men who have something to sell look twice at the gigantic “little” 


market called New England. They find the rich heart of this market is 


WEEI-land,an area inhabited by over 4,500,000 busy, prosperous people 


spending nearly two billion dollars a year. 


They learn that WEEI-land is actually two markets in one — the 


“Inside” (Metropolitan Boston with over 2,000,000 people) —the“Out- 


side” (fourteen important additional counties from Cape Cod to Maine 


—2,500,000 more people). These two markets they discover are com- 


bined and delivered by a single station—WEEI. 


“Look no further,” say the wise men — for competent surveys prove 


. . . . . a 
WEEI to be the most-listened-to station in this rich prosperous market. 


*For even more detailed information about WEEI’s performance in this rich New 
England Market, write for a copy of the new brochure “Wise Men Look Twice.” 


COLUMBIA'S FRIENDLY VOICE IN BOSTON 
Operated by CBS. Represented by Radio Sales with offices in New York 
Chicago + Detroit + San Francisco + Los Angeles + Charlotte + St. Louis 
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Nat'l Ass'n of Manufacturers Fights 
Arbitration Award to Ex-Employe; 


[. Hammond Lawyer Into Court 


+ 


The National 
turers, which recently lost an Amer- 
ican Arbitration Assn. decision 
volving the ‘Defense for America’ 
program on NBC-Red, has refused to 
abide by the terms of the award. 
Paul D. O'Brien, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raferty, attorney for Laurence 
Hammond, the plaintiff, has filed the 
AAA decision with the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court and moved to have the 
judgment sustained. Case will prob- 
ably be heard Friday (24). 

As reported in VARIETY 


Assn. of Manufac- 


in- 





Mutual Swells by Six 


Six more stations joined the Mu- 
tual network last week. They are 
WHDF, Calumet, Mich.; WSAU, 





| Wausau, Wis.; KFIZ, Fond du Lac, 


| 


| 


! 


last | 


week, the AAA panel of three im- | 
partial arbiters ruled that the N.A.M. | 


must pay 
ducer of the ‘Defense for America’ 
series during the time he had been 
replaced, plus $325 a week, begin- 
ning Oct. 4 and as long as the pro- 
gram remained on the air. It folds 
with this Saturday’s (25) chapter, 
bringing the total amount of the 
award to $6,175. The N.A.M. of- 
fered a partial settlement of the sum 
last week, but refused payment in 
full. 

Although the parties to a case be- 
fore the American Arbitration Assn. 
are not legally bound by the arbitra- 
tion award, they must both ayree in 
advance to do so before the dispute 
is heard before the impartial tribu- 
nal. In nearly all cases, AAA deci- 
sions are final. However, if either 


Hammond $4,875 as pro- | 


Wis.; WFHR, Wisconsin 
Wis.: WHBY, Appleton, 
WHBL, Sheboygen, Wis. Additions 
brings the total number of Mutual 
outlets in the U. S., Canda and Ha- 
waii to 190. 

Also, WRNL this week replaced 
WRVA as the Mutual affiliate in 
Richmond, Va. Because of telephone 
line availabilities, the addition of 
KAST, Astoria, Ore., to the network 
has been postponed until Nov. 3. 


Rapids, 
Wis., and 





side refuses to abide by the AAA 
award, the other side may use the 
arbitration decision as evidence in 
any subsequent court proceedings. 
Such evidence normally carries con- 
siderable weight with the court. 
William V. Lawson, director of 


| public relations for the N.A.H., rep- 


| resented 


that organization in its 
dealings with Hammond. Walter B. 
Weisenburger, N.A.M. executive vice- 
president, signed the contracts. 





F. W. Borton, president of WQAM, 
Miami, is in New York for a round 
with the agencies. 





Three-Day Course For 


Teachers Organized 
By WLW, Cincinnati 


7 Cincinnati, Oct. 21. 

Plans for a spring short course of 
study of practical radio station op- 
eration for Ohio's elementary and 
high school teachers evolved from 
a meeting in Columbus last week 
of heads of the state’s educational 
departments and executives of Cros- 
ley stations. It was thought to be 
the first such get-together of edu- 
eators and broadcasters. 

The project grew from an idea of 
James D. Shouse, general manager 
of WLW, WSAI and WLWO, that 
was developed by Kenneth C. Ray, 
state director of Education; Dr. Keith 
I. Tyler, director of the radio di- 
vision of the Bureau of Radio Re- 
search; Cecil Carmichael, assistant 
to Shouse, and William Barlow of 
the WLW public service staff. 


They worked out a comprehensive 
schedule covering a three-day pe- 
riod to start June 17, utilizing edu- 
cators and heads of Crosley’s broad- 
casting division. 

Ray, recently appointed to his 
state position by Governor John W. 
Bricker, formerly was superintendent 
of schools in Zanesville, where he 
established a radio forum for teach- 
ers that is being copied by other 
Ohio cities. He contacted many 
school boards on the advantages of 
radio in educational systems. 


Velvet Hillbillies Pend 


Newell-Emmett agency is working 
on a transcribed hillbiliy series for 
Velvet tobacco (Liggett & Myers). 

The discs will run 15 minutes. 
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AS DIVERSIFIED 
AS THE NATION West—representing in its 
diversified peoples and industries all the types 


BIG ENOUGH FOR 
ACCURACY... SMALL 
ENOUGH FOR ECONOMY 
3,500,000 families, $5,000,000,000 annual retail 
sales...ample for dependable indications of 


;. out West! 


The best place to test 


advertising... 


programs, copy appeals, 
offers, merchandising! 


“Test Tube Land’’—the Far 


your nation-wide campaign will later have to 
sell. Big cities, small towns, remote hamlets— 
a nation in miniature. 


ISOLATED FOR EASY = Here, isolated by the Con- 
SALES CHECKS 
are easy to check—either from your own records 
or by Nielsen and Facts Consolidated. And 
Hooper’s Pacific Ratings measure your audience, 
month by month. _ 

With these dependable guides you can work 
out every detail of your new radio advertising 


tinental Divide, test results 


campaign—submit it to every test of strength 
and weakness—until you have a sure success to 
9 coast-to-coast! 


A big market, this 
“Test Tube Land’... 
500,000 square miles, 


nation-wide results. Yet time-costs for regional 
networks... .that are “basics” in miniature. . .are 
only one-tenth of full nation-wide costs! 


Insure your radio investment. Pre-test...economically... via 


Columbia Pacific Network 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Palace Hotel, San Francisco « Columbia Square, Los Angeles « Represented nationally 
by RADIO SALES with offices located in New York, Chicago, St. Louis, and Charlotte 





PHF SOSHOOH 


Re: Hammonds AAA Verdict 


5 a fe ne 


New York. 
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or fail to perform his obligation 


Editor, VARIETY: thereunder, but held himself 
An article in your issue of available and willing to nego- 
| Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1941, on page tiate.’ 

24, concerns an arbitration award ‘.. .Apparently the decision to 


in the matter of Laurence Ham- 
mond and the National Association 
of Manufacturers. The headline of 
this article states that a Board of 
Arbitration has ruled that Laurence 
Hammond was ‘unfairly fired’ from 
an NAM-NBC_ show which he 
originated. The body of the article 
seeks to support this interpretation 
of the arbitration award. 


The interpretation placed upon 
the award is erroneous and it is un- 
fortunate that your reporter did not 
see fit to interview representatives 
of the NAM before this article was 
printed. Notwithstanding this fact, 
however, the article carries intrinsic 
evidence that the terms of the award 
were before ycur reporter when the 
article was written. We call your 
attention to the specific provision of 
the award reading as follows: 


‘National Association of Manu- 
facturers is sole owner of the 
radio program known as ‘De- 
fense for America, including all 
manuscripts and rights to pro- 
duce, by radio or otherwise.’ 
From the language of the award 

you will note that the arbitrators 
did not find or suggest that Mr. Ham- 
mond ‘originated’ the NAM show 
and the quoted language from the 
award confirms the fact that NAM 
is the sole owner of the radio pro- 
gram ‘Defense for America,’ to- 
gether with all manuscripts and all 
rights to produce by radio or other- 
wise. 
Yours very truly, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MFRs. 
W. B. Weisenbruger, 
Executive Vice-President. 





Reprise of Case 
VARIETY’S story clearly stated 
that ‘NAM was given property 
rights to the program formula.’ The 
implication that the NAM disre- 
garded Hammond's rights to com- 
pensation, i. e. ‘unfairly fired him,’ 
is the arbitrators’ not VARIETY’S. 
Present ownership of the program 
formula is a legality that does not 
necessarily deny that Hammond did 
originate the program and waived 
his rights as a condition of employ- 
ment. It is known to the radio 
trade, if not to Weisenbruger, that 
Hammond had offered this program 
around well before the consuma- 
tion of his deal with NBC and the 
NAM. Evidence was introduced at 
the hearings to show the NAM, in its 
own publicity, had identified Ham- 
mond as the program originator. 
VARIETY reported the facts last 
week partly in the following words: 
‘Under a decision handed down 
last week by the American Ar- 
bitration Assn., Laurence Ham- 
mond, originator of the ‘De- 
fense for America’ program, is 
reinstated as producer and must 
be paid in full by the National 
Assn. of Manufacturers for the 
entire time he was off the show. 
Arbiters instructed the trade 
association to pay Hammond a 
total of $4,875 up to and includ- 
ing Sept. 27 and $325 a week, 
plus living and incidental ex- 
penses, thereafter as long as the 
program remains on the air... 


the AAA ruled that Hammond’s 


deal with the NAM ‘is a valid 
and existing contract which has 
been and still is in full force 
and effect.’ It further ordered 
that ‘Hammond’s services are 
retained for such period as the 
program is broadcast’ and ob- 
served that ‘Hammond did not 


breach or renounce the contract 


discontinue the series after the 
Oct. 25 edition does not stem 
from the AAA ruling. NBC-Red 
is understood to have given a 
commercial option on the 7-7:30 
period Saturday nights, so ‘De- 
fense’ was first slated to fold 
with the Sept. 27 stanza. How- 
ever, the prospective sponsor 
didn’t pick up the option on the 
time, so ‘Defense’ was continued 
four more weeks and then, on a 
special request from the NAM, 
for an additional week to per- 
mit a program about sulphur 
production from one of the Gulf 
ports. 

‘It's considered likely that the 
NAM will soon present another 
series in cooperation with NBC, 
though probably under another 
title and with a different format. 
That is merely tentative, how- 
ever. Meantime, the NAM has 
‘The Defense Reporter’ series on 
Mutual. 

‘Three-man arbitration panel 
for the AAA consisted of E. H. 
Hill, vice-president, of McCann- 
Erickson; Holgar J. Johnson, an 
insurance executive; and Alex- 
ander C. Nagle, a banker. Ham- 
mond was represented by Paul 
D. O’Brien, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery. The NAM was repre- 
sented by Albert R. Connelly, of 
Cravath, De Gersdorff, Swaine & 
Wood.’ 


HAMMOND IN HUDDLES 





producer, was in Washington’ last 
week to huddle with officials of the 
communications division of the office 
of Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs regarding a radio idea for 
South America. 

He will probably visit the Capitol 
again late this week to continue the 
confabs. 





New Hampshire, Georgia 


Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
been appointed exclusive national 
|representative for WHEB, Ports- 


mouth, N. H., and WRLC, Toccoa, 
Ga. Both stations are managed by 
Bert Georges. 

WRLC is soon to become affiliated 
with the Mutual network. 
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—SCRIPTS WANTED —— 


Half-hour radio plays complete 


in one broadcast needed im- 
mediately for national syndi- 
cation. 


Radio Writers Laboratory 
49 S. Duke 8t. Lancaster, Pa. 
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- Inside Stuff—Radio 


When the musicians walked out at Columbia last Thursday (16), the 





network had only a short time to find a substitute for a scheduled sustain- 
jng musical program. William Spier, CBS script editor, took a book of | 


short stories from his desk and, selecting a yarn at random, estimated its 
length according to the number of pages, arbitrarily cut it to fit the 15- 
minute time Timit of the scheduled show. He then ran upstairs and read 
it over the air. Piece was ‘The Lady and the Tiger.’ Although he was 
familiar with the idea of the story, it was the first time he had actually 
ead it. 

. Later the same day, in place of the Columbia Symphony program sched- 
uled. the Four Clubmen, vocal group, was aired. Director, arranger and 
pianist of the outfit, as well as one of the singers, is Lyn Murray. He’s a 


member of the musicians’ union, but was not prevented from going on as a | 


vocalist. 





Station reps have become the recipients for so many bids for contribu- 
tions to various causes that before opening an envelope with an ad agency 


imprint they speculate as to whether it contains an order or another re- | 


quest for a contribution. How they happen to be the target for so many 
solicitations is something, the reps say, they figured out a long time ago. 
The head of a particular agency is appointed chairman of the advertising 
division for a particular fund-collecting cause. The boss passes a memo 
around the office asking his executives if there is anything they can do 
to make his assignment a heaping success? 


(the time buyer’s) friends never let him down in a pinch. 


watter if its reception is being drowned out by new 50,000 watt plant 
being tested here by WKBW. Station said its action was based on com- 
plaints that WKBW’s transmitter, first such powerful plant hereabouts, 
was beclouding smaller station’s signal. WBNY is on 1400 kc. and WKBW 
on 1520. 

WKBW, now sole CBS outlet here, is dedicating its new transmitting 
equipment and site at Hamburg, N.Y., with big hubbub at month’s end. 
Station formerly shared CBS schedule with sister-station WGR, now a 
basic Mutual outlet. 

The president and two vice-presidents of Transradio Press Service, Inc., 
were ordered to submit to an examination before trial in the N. Y. su- 
preme court Friday (17) by Justice Louis A. Valente in connection with 
Transradio’s $730,000 libel suit against Time magazine. 

Transradio charged that Time printed it was pro-Nazi, and accepted 
many news items of Nazi origin. The result was that many customers 
have refused to renew accounts, it is alleged. Executives to be examined 
are Herbert Moore, president; Wallace Quisnberry and Dixon Stewart. 
vice-presidents. 





On the originating end of ‘The Lone Ranger’ and ‘The Green Hornet’ 
over the NBC-Blue, WXYZ, Detroit, now is on the receiving end of NBC- 


Blue, Michigan Radio Network, Mutual and NBC-Red. With a basic 
schedule on the blue, WXYZ is carrying Burns & Allen, The Great Gil- 


dersleeve and Tony Wons from NBC-Red, and ‘Three Ring Time,’ Boake 
Carter and Raymond Gram Swing from Mutual. Several are rebroadcast 
on a different day from the original network show. 

Selena Royle couldn’t take the offered assignment on “The Helpmaie’ 
serial because the Colgate outfit included in the release she was asked to 
Signature a clause banning her from taking a competitive soap opera for 
six months. Colgate later gave her the release she asked from ‘Woman 
of Courage’ with this clause eliminated but by that time the role on ‘Help- 
mate’ had been filled. 

Most unusual time buy on the Coast in years is the half hour on KNX 
bought by Vultee aircraft last Saturday (18) to exploit a special event. 
Occasion was the mass delivery of 125 training ships to the Army and 
Navy, which took off from the field at Downey at 20-second intervals 
Ordinarily stations would stiffly compete to tie up such a program as a 
sustaining feature. 

NBC is giving the financial editor of the N. Y. Post, Sylvia Porter, a 
build-up on .June Hynd’s ‘What Can I Do?’ She’s only financial 
editor of sex in country. 


series. 


American Federation of Radio Artists reps are due in Boston the latter 
part of this month to organize the various radio stations’ staffs. 


: he was working when he managed tc 
Steeplejack Escapes Death | tivuckie nimse during the fall and 
throw himself free of the falling 

In Fall of WAYS Tower: tower. He suffered shattered legs 


but is expected to recover. 


Stations Starts Nov. ] Personnel for the 1,000-watter, in 
iddition to Thoms, includes Ron Jen 

; ; kins, program director, formerly 

Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 21 with WGAC in Augusta, Ga.; Don 

WAYS, Charlotte's third radio sta- | Mack (Don McSwain), formerly of 


WDNC, Durham, and one more an- 
nouncer, yet to be selected. Roberti 
Rigby, formerly of WFBC, Green- 
ville, S. C., will serve as chief en- 
| gineer, with two more engineers to 


tion, will take the air on Nov. 1, de- 
Spite the setback caused by the col- 
lapse of one of its 260-foot antennae 


towers during construction here this 


week Harold Thoms is general | be selected. Salesmen will be Tom 

manager of the new station Pierson and Bill Lindsay, formerly 
Learden Eberhardt, local steeple- | of WROL, Knoxvy lle, Tenn 

jack, miraculously escaped death in General manager Th ms also is 

the collapse of the tower on which | head of WISE, Asheville, N. C 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S. MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


| AUGHTER TEARS. ano HEART-THROBS 


¢ pure 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 **/ 100 : 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 





NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
iN .- WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
“2 COA&8T TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


The time buyer responds en- | 
thusically to the call of hand-raising and out in the mail goes a letter to 
station reps urging them to aid the buyer in showing the boss that his | 


Impatient Stations 
Sell Away From Agency 





Erwin-Wasey agency ran into a 
little difficulty last week when it 
started to tie up the loose ends of 
Musterole’s announcement campaign 
|for this season. The agency found 
| in some instances that stations be- 
| came tired of waiting for orders on 





| time reservations made for the ac- | 


;count last August and September 
and sold the availabilities to other 
| advertisers, The agency had ap- 
parently considered the word ‘reser- 
vation” to be synonomous with 
‘order.’ 

| The campaign starts Nov. 3 and 
| it’s mostly for daytime chain breaks 
from Monday through Friday. 





KXA Remotes 


Seattle, Oct. 21. 
Station KXA is airing a daily :2- 
mote from Bremerton, the booming 
Navy Yard city across the Sound 
(which has no commercial radio 
station). Runs from 12 to 1:15 p.m. 
with Bremerton firms sponsoring. 
Ralph Trathen handles the com- 
|mercials from a studio in the Elk’s 
Club, 


! 


| 


ACA Negotiates With Stations 


Musterole Reservation WOV Labor Board Hearings Now On — Recently 


Organized WSNJ, Bridgeton, N. J. 


| The 
| Assn. (CIO), concluded presentation 
| of its evidence Monday (20) 
hearings of its Labor Board charges 
against station WOV, New York. Re- 
|buttal arguments and summing up 
are expected to be completed in a 
couple of more days, after which the 
referee will make his report to the 
three-man board in Washington. De- 
cision is expected in about a week. 
Case has been pending for more than 
a year, with the ACA charging the 


American Communications 


station with firing members for 
‘union activity’ and ‘lock-out’ of 
strikers. 


WHOM and WBNX Pend 


Union is negotiating for renewals 
of contracts with WHOM, Jersey 
City, and WBNX, Brooklyn. About 
15 men are involved at each station. 
Those at WHOM are technicians 
only, while the 15 men at WBNX in- 
clude technicians and announcers. 
Union is asking 10% wage increases 
at both outlets. Minimum at WHOM 
is now about $55 a week for tech- 





in the | 


_Nicians, while that at WBNX is $50 
for the same classification. 

| Negotiations for a renewal of the 
|contract at WHN, New York, reached 
,a deadlock some weeks ago. Con- 
jtract was renewed with WBNY, 
Buffalo, giving the 10 men involved 
a wage boost to $40 a week. 

Lou Littlejohn, president of ACA 
|Unit 1, recently organized WSNJ, 
| Bridgeton, N. J., taking in about 20 
|technicians, announcers, salesmen 
,and office employees. Union will 
_seek to open negotiations for a con- 
| tract within the next few days. ACA 
_has also completed organizing activi- 
|ties at WBAL, NBC-Red-affiliated 
Hearst outlet in Baltimore. About 25 
jtechnicians and announcers are 
| claimed by the union, but no attempt 
‘at negotiation will be made until 
|settlement of a Labor Board com- 
plaint against the station for the dis- 
charge of two union members. 





The Southernaires, NBC colored 
quartet, played Wichita East High 
School auditorium last week. 
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| 4 out of 5 come back 











to WISV ¢ 








The satisfaction of customers is what makes two pur- 


chases grow where one grew before. Which is why 


WJSV considers its rate of renewals by advertisers 


a robust proof of selling power. 


On local and national spot programs, for example, 


WJSV renewals are currently a plump 83.3%. 


And on Arthur Godfrey’s “Sundial”—WJSY’s 


10st popular parti ipating show 


stands at a healthy 76 


Results that bring 


the renewal rate 


we 
oJ /C, 


such consistent renewals are 


particularly significant in our case—because WJSV, 


Columbia’s 50,000-watt station in Washington, D.C., 


serves the country’s wealthiest per-capita market. 





Ask us about the “Magic Carpet” It is a time- 
proved feature (quarter hour) now available. 


50,000 WATTS - COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR THE NATION'S CAPITAL 


Owned and operated by CBS. Represented by 


Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Detroit, Charlotte, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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man-Scott duet might have been ex- 
pected to draw NBC apparently 


had gone into the whole delicate 
venture with its eyes open and its 
fingers crossed and after something 


} 


very close to a feud between high 
 merapar es of NBC had prevailed all 
week ahead of the talks. The whole 
poicter Pome rt had braced itself in ad-j 
vance for the shock both from the 
Dubuque prelate’s extremism and | 


the public’s reaction to a church- | 
man-turned-politician. 
NBC's Defense 

NBC’s defense of its experiment a 
given to complaining listeners seem- 
ed to amount to this: 

1. An Archbishop is hard to turn 
down. 

2. Radio should be open to even 
the most violent spokesmen. 

3. Radio let’s the public judge for 
itself and fanaticism will always can- 
cel itself out in the bright glare of 
maximum publicity. 

Threats of angry listeners to write | 
to the FCC were countered by NBC} 
representatives with the suggestion 
that it would help more to igs to 
the Roman Catholic hierarch 

Hitler Gets Off ‘cig 

While Beckman may or may not 
have drawn an especially large lis- 
tening audience among the gener! ! 
public, it is understood that he prob- 
ably had a record throng of ‘in the | 
know’ tuners-in who had been tipped 


| 


off that something sensational wa 
coming. Politicians and students of | 


affairs were almost as aware of the | 
significance of 3 p.m. on the Blue as} 
was the NBC staff. The archbishop’s | 
most telltale remark, these listeners 


thought, was the careful distinction | 


— Church-In- Politics Issue 


eee Ontinued from page 255 





because, 
to church- 
Arch- 
con- 
ot an 


much higher moral rating 
although Nazi ‘indignit 
men were mildly chiced, the 
1iOop was comtor 
tinued functioning in Germany 


, 7 . . 
organizea ciergy. 


bis! ted by the 


‘It is dynamite to attempt to 
compromise religion,” Beckman 
declared at one point and here, 
if nowhere else in the script, 
radio men were reported to have 
figuratively mumbled ‘you said 
it!’ This was what the argument 
was about at NBC all last week. 
Charging President Roosevelt with 

‘downright hypocrisy’ and ‘ruthless 





Won’t Do the Same 


Fight For Freedom Commit- 
tee, one ef whose high officials 
is the Episcopal Bishop Hobson 
of Cincinnati, has let it be 
known that it will make no at- 
tempt to take advantage of NBC 
by demanding ‘equality’ of relig- 
ious spokesmen. 

Committee members state that 
they are ‘horrified’ by the dan- 
gerous procedure and will not 
emulate it. 








| disillusioned’ 


| incide> 


cunning’ to lead a ‘peace-loving peo- | 
ple into an unjust war,’ and stating 
that an already ‘betrayed, despoiled, 
people should ‘stand 
up to the Government and fight,’ 
Beckman claimed that the objective 
in ps ships was ‘to create the 
that would justify a 


declaration of war upon Germany. 


he drew between Joseph Stalin and | He asserted that repeal of the Neu- 


Adolph Hitler. 

For Stalin he had only words of | 
the utmost contempt and hatred. 
The Russian was ‘the mouth of the 
devil.” President Roosevelt had been 
guilty of ‘insulting implications’ in 
associating the names of ‘the Holy 
Father and the tyrant of Moscow.’ 
Hitler was not directly mentioned, 
but he came off with an inferentially 








trality Act would lead to ‘deliberate 
Governmental murder.’ 


The United States constitution was, 
declared Beckman, being ‘hypocritic- 
ally evaded’ by President Roosevelt. 
The administration wanted war ‘to 
cover their own mistakes.’ Present 
trends he termed ‘the revolting spec- 
tacle in Washington today.’ He was 
‘unwilling for the sake of decorum’ 


| 
| 


| 
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to refrain from injecting his office 
ind influence into politics. 

He urged the people to ‘bombard 
their representatives’ in opposition 
to ‘the revision, modification or re- 
peal of the neutrality law’ and ‘the 
monstrous policy of inching us into 

Praise was owing to ‘the gal- 
lant men fighting for us’ (the anti- 
intervention bloc) who were, in the 
archbishop’s phrase, ‘brothers in 
Christ 

In his speech following the “pre- 
late, Joseph Scott, who has a rich 
Irish brogue, twitted Supreme Court 
Justice Frank Murphy for ‘abuse of 
an invitation’ extended him (Mur- 
phy) by the Knights of Columbus; 
said the President and Cabinet 
should get down on their knees and 
pray for forgiveness and guidance; 
that the American press misrepre- 
sented the Spanish civil war. 


1,500,000 IN 
MEXICAN AIR 
AUDIENCE 


war.’ 





Mexico City, Oct. 21. 

Mexico has 292,383 radio receiving 
sets in service. of which 136,760 are 
in the Federal District, which in- 
cludes this city and has a population 
of 1,750,000, finds an official check- 
up. This source estimates that Mex- 
ico’s 108 active radio stations have a 
national audience that averages 
1,500,000 daily. 

Mexico's population is 20,000,000. 





California Ballyhoo on DX 


San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

KGEI, GE shortwaver, has added 
a new Spanish show to its Latin- 
American beam, a round-table dis- 
cussion on California life by Los 
Panamericanistas, study group of 50 
Friscans. 

Spotted Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 
inaugural kicked off (17). 


PST, 








Gene Shumate. 


KSO-KRNT 
fire sports 
nouncer for 
years, has 


rapid 


an- 


5 


THE 


sports following in 


Central Iowa. 


Don O'Brien is 
new this season to 


WNAX. 
years of 
experience 


He 


like his style. 


Mac McElroy is 
the popular sports 
who 
baseball 
local 
sports events on 


announcer 
handles 
and other 


WMT. 


WMT 


CEDAR RAPIDS-WATERLOO 
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DES MOINES 


sports 
and 
WNAX area fans 


has 


interests. Localized 


Sports fans listen to the Cowles Stations because 
they get sports broadcasts aimed at their special 
programming has 


built 


regular Cowles Stations listeners in this great 


$2;000,000,000 market. 


In the Cowles Stations, you buy a group of sta- 


tions individually tuned to the likes of a million 
and a half radio families. You buy active local 
loyalties. You buy regular audience built by indi- 
vidualized station planning. . 


The Cowles Stations give you broad, produc- 


tive coverage —created through the intensive 
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to broadcasting and religion alike, to 
keep the passions and prejudices of 
politics out of broadcasts by church- 
men. The Protestants, too, have re- 
cently been having some embarrass- 
ments with clergymen who had re- 
cently visited England and wanted 
to come out thumping for an imme- 
diate declaration of war against Ger- 
many. Protestant leaders felt this 
was most questionable as a prece- 
dent. Meantime, the more conserv- 
ative Jewish leaders were also urg- 
ing caution on hotheads among them. 

Entanglement of religion and poli- 
tics is in contradiction not only to 
general American dictum on tol- 





But No Line Charges 


On one issue NBC put its foot 
down. It refused to back down 
from its insistence that Bishop 
Shaughnessy, of Seattle, must 
broadcast from a radio studio. 
Shaughnessy was to have been 
Beckman’s second of ‘three 
speakers. NBC belatedly dis- 
covered this bishop was to be in 
Tacoma, not Seattle as stated. 
It would have cost $450 to pick 
him up. 

Because NBC will have to in- 
dulge in all kinds of ‘squarer’ 
time gifts to Protestants, Jews 
and others, it felt that the addi- 
tional precedent of costly wire 
charges had to be avoided. 


Background of Bishop’s Talk 


<a, continued from page 29 














schemers. He said, “Too long in this 
country the American people have 
been led around by the nose, told 
what to do, robbed, kicked, and 
abused by the high-and-mighty mas- 
ters of international finance . . ’ 
(Italics mine). Again, the Jews—it 
you understand the Nazi vocabulary. 

‘The archbishop became bold. He 
warned Congressmen of the United 
States against war and said that, 
‘there are powerful figures moving in 
the background’; that ‘The stakes are 
high, and a few in this country 
would pay almost any price for the 
vindication of their monstrous greed, 
hatred and deceit—any price, that is, 
in the blood and treasure of the 
American people.” When Adolph 
Hitler spoke like that—and he has 
so spoken often—he made it clear 
that he meant the Jews. So did 
Father Coughlin. 


‘The Nazi contempt for decocracy 


was also evident in Archbishop 
Beckman’s speech. Quoting William 
Cardinal O’Connell, he referred to 
phrases like ‘make the world safe 
for democracy’ as ‘slimy slogans.’ 
He referred to the ‘four freedoms’ 


as having a ‘phoney ring’ abroad. 
‘The Nazi press in America under- 
stood the archbishop and spoke well 
of his speech. They recognize the 
Nazi vocabulary. And Time maga- 
zine for Aug. 4 took cognizance of 
the import of the archbishop’s re- 
marks by stating, Archbishop Beck- 








erance, but strikes squarely at the 
best opinion of broadcasters them- 
selves who have for years forced 
evangelists of the high pressure type 
to hold their venom against other 
peoples, creeds and political views. 
Anti-Semitism 

Setting the tone of last week’s ap- 
prebensions was an article in the 
Episcopalians’ magazine, The Church- 


man (Oct. 15 issue) entitled ‘The 
Nazi Vocabulary’ and sub-captioned 
‘Hitler to Coughlin to Beckman’, 


This piece constituted a blistering at- 
tack on the Iowan. Meantime the 
Catholic leadership in N. Y. and 
Washington was apparently acutely 
distressed by developments and by 
the possibility that Father Cough- 





lin’s anti-Semitism would be revived 
by the Dubuque Archbishop. | 

William C. Kernan, chairman of | 
the refugee committee of the New- | 
ark (Episcopal) diocese, wrote the} 
article on Archbishop Beckman, say- 
ing, in part: 

‘... Hatred of the Jews is used | 
to accomplish the destruction of free | 
society and to make way for the Nazi 
tyranny based upon the myth of the 
supremacy of the pure ‘Aryan’ race 
Thus, in the Nazi vocabulary democ- 
racy means a society controlled 
Jews; international banking means a| 
financial system controlled by Jews. 
And the war is nothing more than 
the attempt of the international | 
bankers (Jews) to perpetuate their | 
control by using democratic society | 
to that end. 

‘This Nazi vocabulary is so well} 
understood that it may now be used 
without specific reference to the| 
Jews and lose not an iota of its 
meaning, 

‘This was clearly illustrated in a 


tra 
27, 


radio broadcast on July 1941, by 


by | 2 


‘Holy War’ Angle 
John T. McManus, radic edi- 
of PM, reported the Beck- 
in the following 


tor 
man broadcast 
language: 
‘The forces which hope 
tually 


into a 


even- 
War II 
Rus 
alliance 
drove their 
the Ameri- 
long-stand- 


to convert World 


holy war against sia 


instead world 
against 


opening 


of a 

Fascism 
wedge into 
can radio system’s 
ing front against irresponsible 
demagoguery. Without the 
backing of his church or the 
sponsorship of any constituted 
anti-war group Beckman broad- 


cast an anti-Russian, pro-Na 
hour that gave radio audiences 
their first whiff of the rea 


venom.’ 








man’s ech set another precedent 
he the first Catholic of his rank 
openly to show himself a 
Semite.’ Archbishop Beck 

ince ritten to Time deny t 
ne i i i-Semitic, al t 

le has published his lette: 

‘This denial is meaningless. Father 
Coughlin also denies that he is antis 
Semitic. Hitler denies that he ree 
ponsible for the wal The y 
theory upon which den | 2 
can be accepted is that which adn 
incitement to anti-Semitism while 

| denying that it is anti-Semitism; that 
admits aggression leading to war, 
i while denying that it is aggression; 
that admits the right of the Nazis to 
extend their mastery further, while 
denying that any such thing is hap- 
pening at all. This kind of confusion 
is tantamount to madness. And we 
do not intend to be driven mad by 


the Most Rev. Francis J. L. Beckman, 
Roman Catholic Archbis shop of Du- 
buque, Iowa. 

‘He, too, excused Hitler of all re- 
sponsibility for the war, even as Hit- 
ler excuses himself, by as; 
that, ¢this was is nothing 
less than a struggle to ree 
boundaries of international finance, | 
and other things internat ional, in | 
countries which have had their fill | 
of them and“do not want them any | 
more. To those who understand tl he | 
Nazi vocabulary this means the | 
Jews. 

‘He too maintained that the people 
are under the control of a few adroit 


erting | 
more or| 
‘stablish the | 


the Nazis at home or abroad.’ 











Ann aie nines 

Slow-motion sales clogging up 
your outlets ? Pour a little WINS 
into the works. it wo orks ! 
(Use a few ofmy hot ( 
spots, as directed, and 
watch em thaw pane that 
frozen sales-jam t) 
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e's Got Those Crisis Blues 





Jack Teagarden has kept track of his bad breaks in being knocked 
off radio time in practically every location his band has played since 


it was formed. 


Frustrated broadcasting dates started back to Sept., 


1939, when he opened a stay at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. No 
sooner was the band settled than Hitler teed up World War II—out 


went band remotes. 
Succeeding stymies: 


May, 1940—(Schenley hotel, Pittsburgh). Hitler’s move on Low Coun- 


tries. 


Summer, 1940—(Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J.). Republican-Demo- 
cratic Conventions, NBC-CBS music strike. 
Dec., 1940—(Arcadia Ballroom, New York). Hitler vs. Greece. 


Jan., 1941—(Brunswick hotel, Boston). 
tract, couldn’t be delivered by hotel. 


Air-time, called for in con- 


Oct., 1941—(Syracuse hotel, Syracuse, N. Y.). To get five NBC-Red 
shots weekly—Red went on strike; shifted to Blue for one shot weekly, 
got in one then Blue went on sirike. 

Only time the band was undisturbed on broadcasts was from Casa 


Mana, Culver City, Cal., last April. 


Mutual signed with ASCAP. 


It’s last day there, however, 


Most of Teagarden’s own material, for 


which he’s best known, is in ASCAP catalogues. 


Or It Can Happen This Way 


Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 


With 15 minutes left of the assigned time for WLOL to feed the 
Jast half of the Iilinois-Minnesota football game to the rest of the 
Mutual network, the Verne Rooney orchestra, a local outfit on the 


program, thought it was getting 


its big chance to be heard from 
coast to coast by filling in the time. 


While the orchestra was playing 


like mad and Larry Dupont was putting on his best network voice 
and nine of the 15 minutes consumed, the WLOL control room tele- 


phone rang. 
that someone in Des Moines had 
end of the football game. 


It was the telephone company to 


inform the station 
miscued and cut the feed at the 


The orchestra might as well stop because 
they weren't being heard anywhere, the station was told. 


Chicago 


was playing records on the network. 
Nobody had the heart to tell the Rooney men they had been playing 
into a dead line and they went ahead and finished their ‘coast-to- 


coast show.’ 








Stream-of Consciousness Report 


On 








Whiteman Going to His Broadcast 





By WILLIS WERNER 
San Francisco, Oct. 21. 

On a bus with a band...It’s one 
a. m. and Paul Whiteman’s boys de- 
ploy from the Rose Room after Mon- 
day night's terping, holding instru- 
ments high over heads of the after- 
Opera crowd in a dash for the side- 
walk...where coffee, sandwiches and 
a sleeper bus  awaits...Personal 
Manager Jack Lavin hovers like a 
mother hen shooing the boys into 
their compartments. ..Father White- 
man examines the narrow cubbyholes 
and exclaims ‘I can’t sleep in one of 
those...’so climbs into the chair bus 
which will follow, empty, as a spare 
in event the sleeper breaks down... 
his faithful valet prepares a 
the long rear seat and the King of 
Jazz prepares to retire...at 1:20 a.m 
the busses roll...Mike Pingatore, 
banjoist, crawls up with the driver 
..-some of the boys hit the hay even 
as the sleeper rolls over the Bay 
Bridge and swings down the Valley 
Toule...a 
munching 


bed on 


} 
4 
few more retire alte 
sandwiche . One con 
partment has a noisy good time fal 
far into the dawn...it’s a 
bunch which struggles back into uni- 
forms around 10 a. m....and stumbles 
off the bus at NBC's artists’ ent 
in Hollywood at 11:15...inst: 
and baggage are wheeled into Studio 
B...Whiteman climbs out of his 
coach...and the rehearsals begin. 


leepy 


rance 


uments 


Murray McEachren, man of many 
instruments; is a man 
.--half of his uniform 
bus, which has been 
for servicing...he has to substitute 
dark dress pants for the red of h 
fellows 


sans trouser 
is still on the 


hauled away 


somebody else has lost a 


mute...Lavin continues the wrangle 
eternal with the polite but ol c 
firm musicians union wv u 

Managed to find a new regulalio! 
Way back in the book...the 4:30 
Burns & Allen show goes off okay 
except that singer Cash uses the 
wrong mike and somebody forgets a 
Page of the King’s script...the 6 
o'clock repeat is finally over, and 


more handshakes all around 
to the Brown Derby. 

Ed Fishman of the Morris office 
hustles Whiteman to the Florentine 
Gardens for a huddle with N.T.G. on 
his opening there in December. -. 
then there’s the Jimmy Dorsey open- 
ing at the Palladium and bows to be 
taken...the Derby again with White- 
man, quipping wise and being hand- 
shook for the 1,198th time that eve- 
nhing...2 a. m. and the boys begin to 
assemble at the artist's entrance... 
Whiteman decided to take a train. 
and the boys agreeing the idea is 
€00d when they discover the return 
trip is to be by chair-coach...3 a. m. 
and the driver gives ‘er the gun 
tired musicians sprawl over the seats, 
clutching elusive pillows but sans 


..and so 


+ 





‘ts their clothes...a nip in the night | 


|air adds to the squirming...but by | 


GRAY GORDON SQUARES | 


| Francisco. 
shaven, but still able to quip...free | 


dawn all is quiet from sheer exhaus- 
tion...the day's heat begins again... 


|an early morning stop for rest and 


San 
un- 


cokes...and finally, at noon, 
.. tired, rumpled, 


to rest until dance time at 8...with 
the cheering thought that it’s all 
over for another week...and there 


are only eight trips in all...and any- 
way the pay is nice... 


Dick Stabile Has Another 
Dert on His Bankroll As 
Philly Dance Hall Folds 


Dick Siabile’s band had another 
location job blow up in his face last 
week. Set 
New Aragor Ballroom ladelphia, 
I ked out Wednesday (8) 


to play a stretch at the 


he unfair list of the American Fed- 
of Musicians Stabile -was 


to start the next night, in fact, some 


of his men were on their way to 
Phillv before they could be in- 


Stabile was prevented from open- 
ing the new Arrowhead nitery, Cin- 
cinnati, Oct. 1, because the _ spot- 
operators couldn’t secure a liquor 
license. Aragon booking was ironi- 


cally,one of thase set up to fill the 
time left by the band being unable 
to open Cincinnati. 

ragon shuttering came a week 
after it opened. Reason it Is now on 
the AFM’s unfa olls i that it 

k owing Bobby Byrne whose 
Da! plaved the f 1 VCCK l l 

in half his salary He ame ou 
with only the $500 deposit put up 
whe he booking was mace. 


BILL LETTS QUITS MUSIC 


Will Manage Hotel Owned by His 
Bride in Miami 
Cleveland. Oct. 21. 
Bill Letts. guitarist with the Am- 


since the co-op band was 
organized by Thixton Sprenger. }s 
the second one to quit it for the 
hotel business. With his bride of 
several months he’s moving to Miami 


bassadors 


to manage a hotel she owns 
Sprenger. himself. recently gave 


up baton to become manager of Hotel 
Carter’s Petite Cafe, where outfit is 
now playing, but still doubles in it 


occasionally for a vocal solo. Place 
taken by Charles Wicks. local 
pianist-composer, while Billy G. 


blankets, sleeping, or trying to sleep, | De’Arango is replacing Letts. 


iness, from 2:30 te 5:30 p.m, 


Frank Bellizia Gets 
Top Job at Hub’s WEEI 


Boston, Oct. 21. 
Frank Bellizia, who acted as ar- 
ranger and assistant to Charles Hec- 
tor, late musical director at WEEI, 
succeeds him. 


Judse Rules US. Treasury 
Cant Collect Back Taxes On 





For severa] years he was arranger 
and producer of musical extrava- | 
ganzas for Fabien Sevitzky at the | 
Metropolitan theatre, here. 


Wins Gamble: 
Len Malvern 
Now Can Hear 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Totally deaf in one ear and threat- 








ened with loss of hearing in the 
other, Len Malvern, local band 
leader, underwent a delicate opera- 


tion here recently and came out | 
of it with sense of hearing restored. | 
Malvern’s musical career was gradu- 
ally coming to a close on account 
of his ailment and he decided to 
take a chance on a 100-to-1 
surgery job and it worked for him. 
Now convalescing at home, his orch 
is now jobbing around the terri.ory 
waiting for him to get back in ac- 
tion again. 


shot 





Only other person in show busi- | 
ness known to have gone through } 
a similarly successful operation is | 
Jane McKenna, of knockabout team 
of Joe and Jane McKenna, who had | 
hearing in one ear completely re- 
stored couple of years ago. 


HIMSELF WITH CASH 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Gray Gordon goes back to work 
here Friday (24): at the Merry 
Gardens Ballroom, after a lavoff of 
several months, during which he had } 
been suspended from the American | 
Federation of Musicians. Gordon re- | 
covered his membership, card last 
week, after making a down payment 
f $1,000 to Consolidated Radio 
Artists. whose claims ousted him 
from the union, and has agreed to 
weekly payments until CRA’s de- 
mand for approximately $4.600 is 
satisfied. Latter cash represents his 
debt to them and price of buying his 
contract back. 


( 


> o 


Gordon’s stand at the 
Gardens is for six 
tarting out 
who were w 
broke up 


Merry 
weeks and he is 
anew with 


th him 


Chey are: 


four 
when “his outfit 
Chep Bruce. 
trumpet: Bill North, guitar-arran¢er: 
Lee Harold, drums: Howard Davis. 
sax. Gardens is the spot where Gor- 


men 


don’s original Tick-Tock rhvthm 
originally got started six or seven 
vears ago 
OBERSTEIN BACK 
His Imperial Platters May Sell at 
25e. 

Eli Oberstein intends putting a 
new record company in the works in 
the next counle weeks Calling it 
the Imperial Record Co.. he figure 
to put out only one tw ded disc 
week, grooved with the top g 
of that stanza Since he says it 
understell the current 35c. platter o 
he major companie but refuses to 
eveal the price, it probably be 
a 2 ( 

There 


no dope on where Ober! 


4 . 
rec jing : 
recoraing an 


el? \ ii Qo nil 
factory will press his output, though 
it’s likely to be the U. S. Record Co., 
which Oberstein started a while 
back. He split away from it. sub- 
sequentiv. U.S. is still in operation 
with a pressing plant in Scranton, 
Pa., turning out discs for Walgreen's 
Drugstores, -etc. 

In addition to being vague about 
the phvsical setup of the new com- 
pany backing, Obderstetm 
m vague references to Blue 
Barron as ore of his recording bends, 
Barron doesn’t record for any other 
outfit. 


q what 


" 


and his 


akes 





Milton Tarteff, manager of the, 
Trianon aliroom. Toledo. has in- 
augurated Sundav zfternoon miati- 

| 


Disputed Secial Security Issue 








+ 
. j 
Ed Fox Sues Ear! Hines | Aibeny, Oct. 21. 
| Federal District Judge Frank 
aes Cooper has thrown out of court a 
: Chicago, Oct. 21. claim of the collector of internal 
Ed Fox, nitery owner and band revenue who tried t lect ial 
manager,.has filed suit for an ac-! ,. oe ee 


counting of earnings of Earl Hines, 
colored orchestra leader. Fox claims 
managerial contract with Hines run- 
ning through 1948. 

He asserts that Hines has violated 
contract by arranging his own book- 
ings. Fox also is asking for injunc- 
tion restraining Hines from playing 
current date in the southside Grand 
Terrace cafe. 





| special security and $831.83 for 
A iS employment insurance. These 
the amounts the court decided was 


FLOP 


Name bands just don’t seem able 
to make a go of it at the County 
Center, White Plains, N. Y. For the 
third straight time a policy involv- 
ing big bands folded last week, 
after two weeks of operation. 

Set up this time as straight dance 
affairs on Saturday evening, venture 
headed by Arnold S. Rittenberg, the 


| series opened Oct. 4 with Glenn Mil- 


ler, who drew a light 1,850 people. 


| and closed after the second try with 


Dick Stabile, -who pulled $268 worth 
of business. Stabile and the pro- 
moters got together and reached a 
settlement on his salary, so the band 
didn’t suffer. 

Opinion of all concerned is that 
the use of name bands at the Center. 
under any sort of policy is dented 
too much by the pull of other big 
names located in-nearby roadhouses. 


Figure that kids find more value in | 
where | 


patronizing’ the latter spots 
they can dine, drink and dance for 
almost the same price of two tick- 
ets at $1.10 at the Center. 

Two previous tries at the Center, 
during each of last two winters, were 
name band and vaude setups. 


Art Michaud Partnering 
With Howard Christenson; 
Takes in Dick Jurgens 


Arthur Michaud, 
Jim Peppe, Sammy 


who with 
Kave's manager, 
couple months ago when Peppe re- 
tired to handle Kaye and their Re- 
public Music Co. exclusively, takes 
on a new partner in a couple weeks. 
Howard Christenson, Chicago per- 
sonal will join Michaud, 
and at the same time the office will 


split 


manager, 


assume management of Dick Jurgens. 


Chicago territory 

Christenson will 
office the bands of 
Davis and Jimmy 


band 
bring into the 
Johnny ‘Scat’ 


Joy. but the latter 


he will handle himself Jurgens 
and Davis will be co-managed In 
add@ion Michaud has his own prop- 
ertie of Frankie Masters Bob 
Chester and Jos Ke WCAU 
Philadelphia, house band 


BILLY 


KDKA 


LEECH JOINS SCOTT 


Singer Caught on 


By Dance Maestro 


Radio 


Pittsburg} Oct, 21 
Billy Leech, singer and staff artist 
at KDKA for last couple of 
has resigned his post at 


inghouse 


years, 
West- 
Raymond 
Scott’s band as vocalist. Offer from 
Scoit came just after Leech had 
landed two commercial pro- 


new 
grams here. Band leader was play- 
ing In 


local 


station to join 


Cleveland week before last 
and tuned in on KDKA just as Leech 
was going on the air. Phoned him to 
fly up immediately for an interview 
arid signed him on the spot. 

Leech. who did the vocals for Art 
Kassel before coming back to his 


home town and KDKA, joined Scott | 


in ,Philadelphia Sunday (19). 

At same time, another local joined 
Scott, Gabe D’Amico, sax player for 
Benny Burton's WJAS staff band. 


| security and unemployment insurance 
taxes from the Ten Eyck Hotel on 
members of various orchestras which 
played there, The collector had con- 


tended the orchestra players were 
employes of the hotel. The hotel 
successfully defended the position 


that the leaders of name bands are 
independent contractors and _ the 
taxes are collectible from them. 

The collector argued the Ten Eyck 
hotel owed back taxes amounting to 
$9,312.90 in unemployment insurance 
and social security payments. The 
| hotel asked reductions to $942.70 for 
un- 


are 


due the collector. Contracts for 
Mansfield’s Orchestra, Gordon’s Or- 
chestra and the Men of Note were 
introduced to sustain the hotel's con- 
tention. 

The court held: ‘The conclusion 
therefore must be that the hotel 
was not the employer of members of 
the orchestra and is not liable for 
the taxes sought to be collected by 
the collector of this district.’ 

The collector has brought the ac- 
tion to cover taxes from 1937 to 1940, 
and the decision was on a motion to 
change the amount claimed. 


Infra-Red Brand 
To Check Payees 
Is N.Y. Novelty 








Patrons of Glenn Miller's Saturday 
afternoon tea dances at the Pennsyl- 
vania hotel, New York, are getting a 
kick ‘out of a checking device prob- 
ably never before used at such a 
spot, but common at most one-night 
ballrooms. In order to keep track 


of those entering and leaving the 
room the hotel is stamping the wrists 
of all comers with an invisible ink 
that shows up only under an infra- 
red lamp that’s always shining 
nearby. Gag is, of course, to pre- 
vent anyone from slipping in with- 
nut paying the minimum of a 25c 
Defense Bond Stamp 

It’s such a novelty to metropolitan 
ind patrons, however, that there's 
ilmost a mob around the lamp gan- 


dering the brand, and the hotel men 
watching the door say that traffic to 
and from the room is triple what it 
is normally. Mark lasts about three 
davs. 


Convict Musicians on Lam 
Stab, Beat, Steal, Wreck; 
So No More Band Dates 


~ a4 ()¢ 2 
The t n’ 
{ c ¥ } ‘ ‘ a R = 
al ate ‘ e pen) 
< ek eC 1 
) of f f ppe é of 
e ou t outside yf ep V4 
a era nont 0 er € D | 
vas playing an away-fr« me en- 
egement a couple ) r ( ers 
went A.W.O.L., but ere captured 


several days Jater. The ir 
passed over when all of the tooters 
gave their promises to mind 
regulations, etc. 


in +» " 
cident Was 


rules, 


Last week the blowoff came when 
Edward Robins and Stanley Willits, 
of the brass section, scrammed from 
the outfit at Madison, Mo., and before 
their capture 24 hours later had 
stabbed and seriously injured one 
man, beat and bruised another, stole 
one machine and damaged five more 
in their flight which ended as they 
were walking on a railroad track. 
| Their one night of liberty was spent 
|in an abandoned farmhouse where 
they ate hickory nuts in lieu of other 
food. 
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COIN MACHINES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 22, 1941 








Milwaukee Coin Box Men Plan Defense | Band Bookings 


Counter-Steps to Musicians Include Emphasis on c. 


Patriotism 


Milwaukee, Oct. 21. 

Following that the 
American Federa‘ion of Musicians 1s 
launching a war on the jukeboxes 
with the intent of supplanting the 
machine-made music with _ live 
talent, and that pressure brought to 
bear on the Wilwaukee common 
council is having its effect in dras- 
tic tax legislation ostensibly launched 
as a revenue producer, the automatic 
phonograph owners and dealers have 
rallied to the bottle. More than 100 
operators assembled in a hurriedly 
called meeting at the Hotel Schroe- 
der on Friday nitht (17) to discuss 
wavs and means of fichting the at- 
tack on their business, and decided 
upon their first move to gain sup- 
port for their cavse. Beginning this 
week, they will give Irving Berlin's 
song ‘Any Bonds Today’ the No. 1 
spot on the 25,000 machines they 
control in the state of Wisconsin, fig- 
uring this plug for national defense 
financing will give them important 
standing with the powers that be 
locally and nationally. 

This move probably will pave the 
way for publicizing further govern- 
mental activities in similar fashion, 
giving the jukers a preferred place 
in industry by reason of this propa- 
gandizing. A larcve amount of alum- 
inum is used in the manufacture of 
juzeboxes and efforts have already 
been made to crack down upon them 
for this reason, but if the juke oper- 
ators can convince the _ federal 
authorities they are an essential in- 
dustry they will have a chance of 
gaining priority rights that will 
maintain their lucrative business. 

Not only did the jukebox men 
agree to use their best efforts to put 
over the defence finance campaign, 
but on the spot they purchased 
$4,725 worth of bonds themselves 
from Frank J. Kruhl, collector of 
internal revenue here and state ad- 
ministrator of the national defense 
savings staff. 

Admittedly, the jukebox industry 
has developed into the big business 
class, not only as a profitable prop- 
osition for the manufacturers and 
dealers, but as a lucrative adjunct to 
the tavern business, which is cut in 
on generous commissions. The fact 
that there are 25,000 jukers in this 
state alone gives some idea of the 
extent to which this machine music 
game has expanded. 

Incidentally, Milwaukee's 
to tax all coin machines brought a 
delegation of 21 representatives 
Canteen Service of Chicago to this 
town Saturday (18) to protest 
against passage of the new license 
fee ordinance. They declared they 
would pull all their hundreds of 
candy and nut vending machines out 
of Milwaukee if the proposed ordi- 
Nance becomes a law. as their mar- 


Giscle re 


decision 


gin of profit is so small they would | 


be unable to pay the license fees. 


DOWNTOWN BALLROOM 








DUE IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Pittsburgh's about to get its first 


up-to-date ballroom in downtown 


section. It’s the New Aragon, which 
until now has been known as the 
Moose Temple. It’s between Penn 
and Stanley theatres. 

Spot will also be used as a fight 
@rena and under the name of Aragon 
Gardens on boxing nights will be 
run by Jules Beck, Pittsburgh pro- 
mote! Lang Thompson’s band gets 
the dance program started with a 


One-nighter Novy. 4. 


Carl Lorch Bankrupt 


St. Louis, Oct. 21. 
Carl Lorch, maestro of his own 
dance orch currently at Club Conti- 
nental, Hotel Jefferson, is a bank- 


rupt. Last week he filed a voluntary 


petition in bankruptcy in the United 
States District court here, listing as- 
sets of $259 and liabilities of $5,884. 
Asserting that his salary at the hotel 
had been attached by a local tailor- 
ing firm to satisfy a judgment, Lorch 
listed as assets two business suits, 
two tuxedos and two musical instru- 
ments, a celesta and a saxophone, 
valued at $60. 

Liabilities listed were bills owed 
to music publishers, musical instru- 
ment forms and tailors. Lorch said 
his salary for the 1939-40 and 1940-41 
seasons had averaged $2,500 a season, 


of | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


in Tune Selections 





+ 


Harry Nemo’s N. Y. Bow 


Harry Nemo, songwriter and now 
| bandleader, takes his new outfit into 
its first location date tomorrow nicht 
(Thurs.), replacing Andy \WKirk at the 
|Famous Door, New York. Date is 
| for four weeks, with Sammy Walsh, 
m.c., and singer Anita Bover set so 
far as part of a show. 

Stan Kenton band, a new West 
Coast group about which there has 
| been much comment, follows Nemo’s 
| bunch at the Door. Kenton went 
through his buildup stand at the 
Rendezvous Ballroom, Balboa Beach, 
Cal. 


OPM CRACKS 





Washington, Oct. 21. 

First real crackdown by the Of- 
fice of Production Management for 
violation of priority orders indirectly 
involved the jukebox business of the 
Farnsworth Telephone & Radio Co. 
and the Mills Novelty Co.—makers 
of coin machines. 

Actual culprit was the General 
Fattern -& .Foundry Co., Chicago, 
against which the OPM’s Division of 
Priorities took what it described as 
‘drastic and sweeping punitive ac- 


tion.’ Priorities Director Donald M. 
Nelson signed a suspension order 





Thursday (16) shutting off all of the 
company’s aluminum operations 


until March 31, 1942, except where 
necessary for the completion of de- 
fense orders on its books as of 
Oct. 1. 

The Chicago firm was charged 
with diverting 41,449 pounds of 
aluminum to non-essential uses. Of 
this aluminum, 17,199 pounds were 
shipped to Mills and 2,739 to the 
Telephone & Radio Co. for the 


manufacture of jukebox. castings. 
Until next March, the foundry is 








prohibited from accepting  de- 
liveries of aluminum from any 


source and from accepting any pur- 
chase orders for delivery of alumi- 
num. 


DOWN ON JUKES 








——$____ 


Dise Reviews 





Charlie Spivak, Nov. 6, Brookline 
C., Philadelphia; 7-8, U. of Vir- 
| ginia, Charlottesville; 13, week, Fla&- 
| bush theatre, Brooklyn; 20, four 
days, Windsor theatre, Bronx. 
Johnny Long, Nov. 14, Williams a 
Williamstown, Mass.; 15, Armory, 


theatre, Philadelphia. 





Sonny Dunham, Nov. 1, Royal 
Windsor B., New York City; 7, Union 
| College, Schenectady, N. Y.; 8, 


Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 15, 
| Citadel, Charleston, S. C.; 21-22, Hill 
| School, Pottsville, Pa. 


Dolly Dawn, Nov. 10-12, 14-16, 
Metropolitan theatre, Providence, 


R. I., Playmouth theatre, Worcester, 
Mass. 

Duke Daly, Nov. 7, 
Center, New York. 

Stan Kenton, Oct. 24-25, Jantzen’s 
Beach, Portland, Ore.; 27, Aud., 
Reading, Cal.; 30, Sweet’s B., Oak- 
land, Cal.; Nov. 7-8, Civic Aud., Pas- 
adena, Cal. 

Bunny Berigan, Nov. 7-8, North 
| Carolina State College, Raleigh. 
| Jan Garber, Nov. 7, two weeks, 
Beverly Hills C. C., Newport, Ky. 

Dean Hudson, Nov. 7-8, Aud., Geo. 
Washington hotel, Jacksonville, Fla.; 


Manhattan 





14-15, Clemson C., Clemson, S. C. 

Tiny Bradshaw, Oct. 31, week, 
Royal theatre, Baltimore: Nov. 7, 
week, Howard theatre, Washington, 
D. C.; 14, week, Apollo theatre, New 
York. 

Inkspots, Oct. 31. week, Adams 
theatre, Newark, N. J.; 7, week, Stan- 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh; 14-16, State 
theatre, Hartford, Conn.; 18, St. 
George theatre, St. George, Staten 
Island; 19, Bardavon theatre, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y.; 21, week, Earle the- 
atre, Philadelphia. 

Erskine Hawkins, Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 
Adams theatre, Newark, N. J.; 3 
Strand B., Baltimore: 4, Aud., Roa- 
noke, Va.; 5, Lincoln Collonades, 
Washington, D. C.; 7, week, Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh: 14-16, State the- 
atre, Hartford, Conn. 
| Ella Fitzgerald, Nov. 1, Arcadia B., 
| Brooklyn, N. Y.; 7-20, Savoy B., New 
| York. 

Lucky 
Nov. 7, 
more. 





Millinder-Sister Tharpe, 
week, Royal theatre, Balti- 





Etzi Covato mulling offer to pull 


burgh, of which he is part owner, for 
a two-month Miami engagement this 
winter. Bonita Montez new vocalist 
with his ork. 











(Records below are grabbing m 
throughout the country, reporte 
of more than band or w»ocalist 


| popularity, whose recordings are b 


as 
one 


ost nickels this 
d by operators 
after the title 
eing played. 


week in jukeboxes 
VARIETY. Names 
indicates, in order of 
Figures and names in 


to 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


|and respective publishers.) 


1. I Don’t Want Set World Fire (9) 


Concerto for Two (3) Shapiro 


You and I (9) Willson 


te wo 


2. Piano Concerto B Flat (6) Martin... 


pee ok i. i nee Decca 
Cherio. } Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
sees | Freddy Martin ....Bluebird 
vcene. F BOmmay BWEEOP 62.35. Okeh 


{ Bing Crosby 


") Glenn Miller ......Bluebird 


Paterson, N. J.; 16, Ritz B., Bridge- | 
| port, Conn.; 20, week, Earle theatre, | 
Washington, D. C.; 28, week, Earle | 


11, Turkey Festival, Uniontown, Ala.; | 


his band out of Villa Madrid, Pitts- | 





Best Release 


6414). 


commercial possibilities. 





LES BROWN: ‘Nethin’'—I Got It Bad and That Ain't Good’ (Okeh 


‘Nothin’ earns the rating; fine arrangement, solidly played with good 


of the Week: | 

















Tommy Dorsey: “Two in Love’- 
‘Sinner Kissed Angel’ (Vic. 27611). 
Another strong Meredith Willson 
tune, ‘Two’ side gave Les Brown's 
‘Nothin’ a close race. Well rounded 
and cleanly played arrangement, in 
dance tempo, has heavy commercial 
possibilities. Frank Sinatra’s vocal 
Reverse is almost as strong, 


sells. 


‘equal from a melodic viewpoint, but 
not in arrangement. It, too, will sell, 


however, Sinatra’s on the words. 
| i. 

| Harry James: ‘Minka‘-‘Misirlou’ 
| (Col. 36390). What's all the excite- 
iment about ‘Minka?’ James’ record 
| is neat in dual tempo, ringing in fine 
helpins of trumpet and good 
| Dick Haymes vocal, but it makes no 
great impression as an outstanding 
piece. Machines and counters will 
use it, but it won’t clean up as some 
expect. Same goes for ‘Misirlou,’ 
which has been ballyhooed. Lot of 
sides have been made of it, none 


overly impressive, James’ included. 
* * ~ 


solo 


| 
| 
| Shep Fields: ‘You’re Driving Me 
| Crazy’-"Blue Prelude’ (Blue. 11312). 
i ‘Crazy’ side doesn’t rate many bows; 
| it's thing and played without spark. 
‘Prelude,’ though, is something else. 
Colorfully arranged. and played with 
| a light jump based on a rhythmic 
| sax pattern, it can do a lot for Fields 
|in machines, if it gets a chance. It’s 
swell. 








+ * * 


Al Denahue: ‘Shrine 
lia’-‘Under Fiesta Stars’ (Okeh 6413). 
|} Donahue had good idea on ‘Shrine’ 
|side, but lyric got away from 
| writer It’s vague, failing to make 
the story it tells Yet it’s 
based on a fairly interesting melody 
jand Phil Brito’s vocal is smooth. 
{Counters may use it, not many ma- 
chines Reverse is a weakie, from 
ithe picture by the title 


of St 


clear 


same 
- * 


Artie Shaw: ‘This Time Dream’s 
}On Me’-‘Blues in Night’ (Vic. 27609). 
| It’s much too ask that anyone 
| suffer Bonnie Lake’s vocal of ‘Dream’ 
just to get Shaw’s crack band, and 
a very good tune, tastefully arranged. 
Her’s is a thin, badly phrased lyric 
| that just about ruins version. Coun- 
| ter sales mostly, indicated on Shaw’s 
lrep. Reverse is a box possibility 
|Tune’s sub-title, ‘My Mama Done 
Tole Me,’ 
ody is catchy. Band gives it 
| going ove Hot Lips Page 
and trumpet Shaw's 


st inds 


too 





good 
vocals 
solos clarinet 
out. 

* 
Vaughn Monroe: I Got It 
That Ain’t Good’-‘Harvard 
(Blue. 11310). Monroe’s try at 
fair possibilities for 

It’s nicely arranged in 
Marilyn Duke vocals. Re- 
however, has a better chance. 
many instrumental originals 


Bad 


has boxes 


counters 


and 


mutes; 
verse, 


Not in 


eee Rares Decca | an easy jump groove have been made | 


j lately and this show promise. 


It’s 


. Guess I'll Dream Rest (9) Block........ ; Seciees Homn tee yt 
) Y BOTS. oo s02 es ViEtor | 

| © Siew “Od Stieces { Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
Bie ieee ee tee a SOO cone es Bluebird 
6. You Made Me Love You (2) Broadway.. Harry James ..... Columbia 
| 7. You Are My Sunshine (7) Sduthern,.... ) Bing C rosby Decca 
) Tommy Tuceker........Okeh 
8. Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio (4) Courtney aoe - SOR BPOWR ...ccccdhes Okeh 

| > ba j . sta mene 
| 9. Blue Champagne (1) Encore i Jimmy Dorsey +++..Decca 
| Frankie Masters. ......Okeh 
10. This Love of Mine (1) Embassy......... Fane — oer. yh ee 
ommy Tucker 00.0 ROE 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


| Chattanooga Choo-Choo (Feist) 


Time Was (Southern)..... os 


Do You Care? (Campbell)..... bees 


$21 Day, Once Month (Leeds) 


Ma, Miss Your Apple Pie (Loeb). 
Coyboy Serenade (Marks) 


Elmer’s Tune (Robbins). 





| Shepherd Serenade (Sheppard) 


eeee 


eevee eeeeeeser 


Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC).,..... 


eeeeeeser i] Dick Robertson 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing | same sales groove. 


{ Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
) Johnny Long.......... Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
| Charlie Spivak .,.....Okeh 

Les Brown .Okeh 
*eeeee* ) Bob Crosby .Decca 


eee eee 


MBY PVH oie ccs Columbia 
Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
(Tony Pastor...... Bluebird 


ocoes DCCA 
{ Guy Lombardo .......Decca 


*seveeeees ) Dean Hudson ........Okeh 


j Glenn Miller .....Bluebird 
| Russ Morgan .........Decca 
Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
Dick Jurgens..........Okeh 
§ Horace Heidt...... Columbia 
) Tommy Tucker.........Okeh 


eeeeeees 


Cece- | 


its | 


and rest of lyric and mel-! 


Square’ | 
‘Bad’ | 


ful seller for metropolitan centers, 
but in the hinterland it probably will 
go over heavily. It’s smoothly han- 
dled, in good tempo, using band 
chorus work along the style of his 
‘Daddy.’ It asks for audience par- 
ticipation in the various imitations, 
too. Reverse is average. 
* 





oo ~ 
Doc Wheeler: ‘How ‘Bout That 
: Mess’ - ‘Foo-Gee’ (Blue. 11314), 
Wheeler was and is arranger for 


Sunset Royal band, a fairly good 
colored outfit that he’s now leading, 
| There's plenty possibilities first side 
for boxes, especially those in jive 
| sections. In smooth hop tempo side 
contains a lot of interesting stuff 
that clips the mark solidly. No vocal, 
Reverse doesn’t rate, a novelty voe- 
called by Julius Watson. 


* ” * 


Claude Thornhill: ‘Moonlight Mas- 
querade’-‘Orange Blossom Time ’(Col. 
36391). It looks like Columbia and 
Thornhill are going to hammer away 
with his ballad style until something 
happens. Meanwhile it gets tire- 
some; one after the other and never 
}a change of pace. What gets doubly 
tiresome, however, is Dick Harding’s 
vocals. He’s not choosy, his dead 
voice ruins ’em all, and ‘Masquerade’ 
is such a good tune. Ditto ‘Orange 


Blossom.’ 
. * * 


Art Jarret: ‘Ma-Ma Maria’-‘Bells 
of San Raquel’ (Vic. 27612). Jarret’s 
‘Maria,’ in fast dance tempo, show 
better commercial possibilities for 
that ditty than any of the previous 
swings at it; uses staccato trumpets 
} and okay Smoothies vocal. Reverse, 
smooth ballad, is grooved more for 
| counter It, too, is likeable. 
Jarret vocals 





sales. 


* - ” 


‘Moonlight Mas- 
querade’-‘Wasn't It You’ (Decca 
3991). Adapted from an old melody 
Toots Camarata, Dorsey’s ar- 
ranger. and Jack Lawrence, first side 
up an outstanding melody 
machine demand and counter 


Jimmy Dorsey: 


by 


sizes 


for 


as 


sale. Colorfully arranged for full 
band and _ background for’ Bob 
Eberle’s tasty vocal tune sells itself 


a lighter theme, is 
interlude. Eberle vo- 


solidly. Reverse, 
another 


cals. 


neat 





* * * 


Johnny Long: ‘Southern College 
Songs’ Album 264). First of 
series of school tunes by Long is a 
| capably cut book of 10 sides in vari- 


(Decca 


ous tempi and_e utilizing Long's 
penchant for glee club work It 
hould find good sales response. 
Either disc can and probably will 
be used in machines in the south 
and elsewhere. Two Duke U. sides 
(‘Dear Old Duke,’ ‘Blue and White’- 
|The Whip’) are sung by Duke U. 
Men’s Glee Club, without Long, 


test, by the band 
Vanderbilt U., U. 
Christian, Texas A. 
homa, U. of 
State, Tulane 


are melodies from 
of Tenn., Texas 
& M., U. of Okla- 
Mississippi, Louisiana 


|in dance tempo | ws 
7 7 | Dick Gilbert, WOV’s ‘Fifth Ave. 
| Eddy Duchin: ‘Love Thought of | Troubadour,’ on that up ’n’ coming 
It All’-‘Stars Over Schoolhouse’ N. Y. station, has vocalized a crack 
(Col. 36389) First of Colur bia’s | album for Liberty, aided by Merle 
bike gets . umD1aS | Pitt’s smart little band. Six sides, all 
song of Week’ on hookup with Fitch | familiars like ‘Best Things in Life 
Band on radio show, ‘Love’s’ side} Are Fix e.’ “Tl See You in My 
doesn’t stack up as machine fodder.| Dreams.’ ‘Way Yo Look Tonight,’ 

but it’s a tune that can stand up and | etc., it’s a tiptop job 

sell under all the exploitation it will | ‘ 
get for counters t’s smoothly| Benny Goodman: ‘See Million Peo- 
played, embroidered all through with | Pie ~The Count’ (Col. 36379). Goode 
Duchin pianoing. Jimmy Blait vo- | man misses Helen Forrest, his exe 
ante teverse is okay, too, a bit| pe gen a =— . if me 
weaker melodically, but aimed for lewie it might Pegg, stg Waste ie 
Phil Brito does} good one that should be watched. 
vocal. Band work, except for piano, clar- 
7 29 inet breaks, isn’t enough to surpass 
Earl Hines: ‘It Had To Be You’- Miss Lee. Reverse is sock yan jag 
‘Yellow Fire’ (Blue. 11308). Stand- tal, but lacking the tone quality © 


ard is an unusually commercial treat- 
ment by Hines. Occasionally the vo- 
cal blending of Madeleine Greene 
and Three Varieties falters, but on 
the whole ‘side stacks up as saleable 


item for boxes and counters. It lacks 
a Hines piano break, however. Re- 
verse is waste of time for all but 
jive hounds. It smokes... You can 
have it. 
ao uo os 
Sammy Kaye: ‘Modern Design’- 


‘When Winter Comes’ (Vic. 27610). 
Hasn’t anyone told Kaye that the 
Pall Mall transcriptions are driving 
radio listeners nuts? His original, 
| based on the spot spiel, is a doubt- 





other Goodman bands to really make 
it right. Breaks are plentiful. 
« ” - ” 


Phil Spitainy: ‘Hymns.’ (Col. Al- 
bum C-72). Columbia made smart 
move in corraling Spitalny’s gals for 
a helping of the hymns that the 
group has been selling for a long 
while. With proper exploitation 
sales should be big. Tunes used in 
eight-sided book are beautifully in- 
terpreted and very clearly recorded. 
Every effect in the arrangements 1S 
captured. Besides Spitalny’s violin, 
sides feature Evelyn and Vivien. 
Tunes: ‘In the Garden,’ ‘Holy, Holy, 
‘Now the Day is Over,’ ‘Old Rugged 
Cross,’ ‘Lead Kindly Light,’ ‘Abide 
With Me,’ ‘Day Is Dying in West, 
‘Rock of Ages.’ 








2 ae Ween, 6 mentee ety 


ine RE teh Se 





ADOT Le Ee 


a 


ner 








eS a 


Con 
and 
4,00 


ton 
Oct. 
arol 
mal 
Ric! 
fit 


tro. 
son 


pul 


Ric 
cra 
Lon 
$1.1 
pec 
hig] 


Nev 
isfa 
sho 


E 


org: 
othe 
thei 
on 

Tetu 


dan 
Ia., 
Tl 
puri 
of-t 
ban. 
trag 


if 
Calis 
ciety 
nigh 


— 


| 











pene Serre Tey 


aS tk 





ANC ANY 


. 


see 


| 
| 





Wednesday, October 22, 1941 


VARIETY 





Long, Hawkins Smash ]-Niter Records; 


Fields O.K., But Lucas Does So-So 








(Estimated) 


Bobby Byrne (Arena, New Haven, 
Conn., Oct. 19). Biz way off at mat 
and not much better at night; total 
4,000 at 45c-$1.10. 

George ‘Pee Wee’ Erwin (Hamil- 
ton Park Casino, Waterbury, Conn., 
Oct. 19). New band’s first trip 
around; 468 at 65c rated ‘good’ by 
management. Day before (18) at 
Ricker Gardens, Portland, Me., out- 
fit drew approximately 500 at 55c- 
65c for around $300; at Mt. Holyoke, 
Mass., previous day (17) Erwin drew 
250 couples at $2.75 per for $688. 

Shep Fields (Palace theatre, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., Oct. 16-18). ‘Great’ 
$7,135 piled up in three days in nd 
1,800 seat house at 30c-45c. 

Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Au-) 
burndale, Mass., Oct. 13-18). In 
fourth week, Gray pulled solid 16,- 
900 at $1.45 couple for $12,252. About 
1,000 less than opening three weeks | 
average, but still strong. 

Erskine Hawkins (Municipal Aud., | 
Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 13). Record 
smasher; 4,682 turned out at 5lc-66c | 
for a total of $2,790. Band took out 
$1,395 as its share. 

Dean Hudson-Rudy Wallace (Ray- | 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Oct. 17). | 
Hudson, main draw, teamed with lo- 
cal band; 1,900 at 65c-55e for big, 
$1,140. On Saturday (18), teamed | 
with Bunny Berigan, Hudson got 2.- | 
300 hoppers at same prices for | 
$1,380. . 

Hudson-DeLange (Brookline C. C., | 
Philadelphia, Oct. 16). Spot has} 
trouble with non-name crews; Hud- 
son-DeLange’s newly built combo | 
pulled mediocre 300 at 85c. 

Johnny Long (Tantilla Gardens, | 
Richmond, Va., Oct. 16). Another 
cracked record, for modern times. 
Long pulled approximately 1,800 at 
$1.10—85c advance. Operatérs ex- 
pected 800. Rudy Vallee went 
higher in 1933, however. 

Clyde Lucas (Shubert theatre, 
New Haven, Conn., Oct. 19). ‘Sat- 
isfactory’ 3,900 at 35c-65c in four 
shows, with vaude. 








Six Musicians Killed | 


In Buss Smashup 





Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 
Edmund G. ‘Red’ Sievers and five | 
members of his orchestra, a local | 
organization, were killed and four | 
others of the musicians injured when 
their bus and a truck collided head- | 
On near here. The orchestra was 
returning to Minneapolis from a 
dance engagement at Marshalltown, 
Ia., at the time of the accident. 
The orchestra’s bus just had been 
purchased to carry the band to out- 
of-town engagements. Some of the 
bandsmen were asleep when the! 
tragedy occurred at 5:30 a.m. 





Helen Humes, ex-Count Basie vo- 
talist, starts as a single at Cafe So- 
ciety Downtown, N. Y., tomorrow 
night (Thurs. ). 








HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 


Milwaukee 


Week of Oct. 24th 
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DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


Broadcasting Coast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 


® 
COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A, ROMM 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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a 


payees. 


| Paul Whiteman 


JUAN MAKULA FINED 


Husk O’Hara Absent As Cleveland 
Local Disciplines Gpysy Maestro 








Cleveland, Oct. 21. 

Juan Makula, gypsy maestro and 
comparative newcomer to the 
United States, was fined $200 by the 
local union for playing under scale 
at Monaco’s Cafe. Makula’s men 
were fined $50 each. Music Corp. of 
America has booked Makula’s unit 
into the LaSalle hotel, South Bend, 
Ind., while the local cafe engage- 
ment has been taken over by Lou 
Story’s orchestra. 


Union advised Makula that it was 
letting him off lightly because of 
what was described as bad advice 
given him by his ex-manager, Husk 
O’Hara, the Jatter himself a former 
band leader. O’Hara left town after 


the charges had been brought 
| against Makula. In his defense Ma- 
kula claimed that his crew lost 
$3,000 worth of instruments and 


clothes in a Chicago fire and that 
several of the men have been pay- 
ing back the money he advanced 
them, at the suggestion of O’Hara. 





HAL McINTIRE’S VICTOR TEST 

Hal MclIntire’s band, which doesn’t 
go into rehearsal until Saturday 
(25), has been signed before being 
heard, for a test series of records by 
RCA-Bluebird label. Outfit will have 
its first date next month. 


McIntire was former sax player 
with Glenn Miller. 





Colonial Inn, Singac, N. J., now on 
a name band policy, is to enlarge 
from 450 to about 800 capacity. 
Everett Hoagland band current. 


ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


47 





Hoagy Warbles 


Holiywood, Oct. 21. 
Hoagy Carmichael, who has 
written more tunes than you can 
shake a tonsil at, sings in public 
for the first time in three 
soundies to be made by R.C.M. 
Productions. 
Ditties are of his own making, 
‘Star Dust, ‘Lazy Bones’ and 
‘Hong Kong Blues.’ 











| members of big name bands that 





NEW YORK CITY 


MUSIC SCALE 
GOES UP 


Effective next Monday (27) the 
scale of pay for musicians in New 
York hotels and night clubs will be 
increased an average $5 a man and 
$10 for leader. Jackup covers both 








READYING SCENERY 

All of It Won’t Travel With Dance 
Caravan 

Cleveland, Oct. 21. 

Jerry Pickman, city editor of 

taken a five-week leave of absence 

to help his brother, Milt Pickman. 

in exploitation work on 


| Victor ‘Dance Caravan.’ 


He’s working on Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville and Indiana dates. 

Clark Robinson and Frank Stevens 
are coming in to supervise placing 


day stand opening Nov. 5. Majority 
ef the settings, including a 24-foot- 
high waterfall, is the same as used by 





Class A and B spots, and except for 
minor changes in number of hours 


in the B class, the increase is the 
A men) for the Cleveland engagement but it’s 


No in-| $° bulky that it won’t be used in 


same in the two categories. 
now receive $88 and B $68. 
crease has been made in overtime 
pay. 

Jump is less than the 15% the local 
originally announced would become 
effective Oct. 1. If the latter figure 
had been put through the increase to 
a Class A musician would be about 
$13. Even so the added cost of music 
to a spot like the New Yorker hotel, 
New York, which uses various cock- 
tail units and relief bands, amounts 
te about $4,700 yearly. 

Hike, of course, means little to the 


play New York hotels. They’re all 
high-priced players anyhow, draw- 
ing much more than the scale calls 
for in practically every instance. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400: $1-$1.50)....<scecceeos B 1,500 3,875 
'Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 2 1,875 3,150 
Harry James...... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)...... eer ae 650 4,025 
Att FATTER" . ocsce. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)......cccee-- 3 350 1,650 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) .....00.0. 27 1.375 36,100 
Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (450; 75c-$1)..ccccesees 2 2,200 4,375 
Vaughn Monroe’....cCommodore (400; 75c-$1)..... Séekdie 842 2,617 | 


major draw. 


Monte Proser in his Madison Square 
Garden dance carnival last summer. 
Pickman is using all the scenery 


most of the seven towns visited. | 


Tour starts Nov. 3-4 in Detroit’s Ma- 
sonic Hall. 





Detroiters in Bermuda 


Fly U. S. Orchestra 


For RAF Gala Event save’ 





Detroit society pair, who also 
maintain a home in Bermuda, are 
paying the $10,000 cost of salary and 
transportation to bring Ray Gorrell’s 
band from Detroit to Bermuda to 
play for a Royal Air Force hop. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wendell Anderson are the 
donors, laying out $2,500 for Gor- 
rell, another $1,500 or so for his 
men, and approximately $6,000 for 
round trip transportation. Band 
leaves Detroit Oct. 26, flies to New 
York, thence to Bermuda by Clip- 
per, 

Following the RAF shindig, 
which is set for Oct. 31 and climaxes 
a week-long fiesta for the benefit 
of the RAF Benevolent Fund, the 
band plays a week (Nov. 1-6) at the 
Bermudiana hotel. 





Darryl! Harpa, Unknown, 


Makes Hit in Omaha 





Omaha, Oct. 21. 





J | main dining room 
*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | yqiy) 


| 


Chicago | 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Brown orchestra is one of 
best b.o. bands to play this spot, getting 3,400 last week. 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Wil- 


liams’ band is smooth stuff for 
holding solidly; 4,500 last week. 


Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
Lewis aiding and abetting this spot pulled great 5,200 last week. 


this class spot. 


Has a following that is 


With power gun Joe E. | 


Will Bradley (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). Pretty 


sad here. 
with. tearful 2,700 last week. 
Art Kassel (Walnut Room, 


to fine 2,300. 


Del Courtney (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 350; $1.50-$2 min.). Far | 
out of loop area this spot is doing wel 


Bradley. group is struggling along to meagre biz, drooping in 


Bismarck Hotel; 
remains a steady favorite in this iritimate room; held trade last week (2nd) | 


300; $1-$2 min.). Kassel 


| 
| 


1 with repeat of Courtney; 2,000 last 


week, 
Los Angeles 

Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50). Had to buck Jimmy Dorsey’ 
2alladium opening on his own takeoff and came off none too well. Shoul« 
get 3,000 covers. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum, $1-$1.5( Football season 
spurs this spot; 3,000 payees okay. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Opening (14) brought out 


socko 3,200 and swelled the week to better than 16,000 
|; wood mob for good publicity breaks. 
Saturday 
Followed—up Sunday (19) with 4,785 hoofers, also a ceiling for 


one-night high at the Palladium 


the Sabbath. 


Clyde McCoy (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). 
Well liked in that payroll sector and 


another good 6,000 on the week. 
may hang around for a while. 


Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
Dorsey but picked up over the weekend for around 7,000. 


and drew holdover until Dec. 11. 
Jimmy Grier 


(Florentine Gardens; 1,000; 75c-$1.50). 
| trade here but Grier can take little credit for the average 4.000 turnout. 
| It’s Nils Granlund’s floor skow that keeps them coming. 


Getting the Holly- 
Dorsey broke his brother Tommy’s 
night (28) by pulling 6,190 


Still sailing along; 
Also hit hard by 


Band is building 


No slackening in 





San Francisco 


(Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50) 
'piced up a phenomenal 2,837 covers. Biz has been strong from the first 


Second week 


day. Blackout of Mark Hopkins and St. Francis is helping. 


and 


Darryl Harpa, unknown here, 
brought his band to the Paxton hotel 


ar, last Saturday night (18). 
Band has ten men including Harpa 
and also has Dora Luz, a Mexican 
entertainer Luz came 
from Perino’s Sky Room in Beverly 
Hills. 
fore football crowd at the Paxton 
and the opening proved a surpris- 


cingar 
singer. 


as 


|ingly big hit. 


Normal instrumentation is 
bass, drums anr piano but every now 
and then whole band except bass 
piano picks up violins for a 
string effect. Will play for luncheons, 


| Charlie 
| (Earle; 


Brooklyn Eagle in New York, has| 


the RCA | 


of five carloads of tropical scenery in | 
civic auditorium here for their five- | 


Spitalny, $45,000, Cugat, $42,000, Big 
In N.Y. Bandfilmers; Barnet, $18 700, 
Fair in Philly, Lunceford, 236, Cleve. 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Barnet, Philadelphia ~— 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) with 
| ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) plus sur- 
| rounding bill of variety acts headed 
by Pinky Tomlin. Entire package 
| getting fair $18,700, with not much 
| help from the screen end of the bill. 
Milt Britton, Los Angeles—(Or- 
2,200; 30-44-55)—The band 
the biz here, ‘A Gentleman 
Dixie’ (Mono) and ‘Ellery 
| Queen and Perfect Crime’ (Col) be- 
|ing on the Fair $7,500 
sight. 

Xavier Cugat, New York —(Para- 


| 
| pheum; 
does 
from 
screen, in 





mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Cugat 
and stageshow with him here has 
|; meant steady aid for the picture, 


|‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) on three- 
| week that ended last night 
| (Tues.), with final seven days $42,000, 
|The second week was $51,000. Show 
| would have been held a fourth week 
| but for the fact that films, awaiting 
| release, are beginning to pile up on 


run 


the house. 


Carl Hoff, Newark—(Adams; 2,000; 
| 25-40-44-55-65). Plus ‘For Beauty’s 
(20th) and Simone Simon on 
| stage. Good $7,500 in three days, all 


due to the stage show. 


Jimmie Lunceford, Cleveland — 
(Palace: 3,700; 30-35-42-55). Teamed 
with ‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U) on 
screen and Bill Robinson on stage. 
Strong $23,000. Picture and Robin- 
son providing plenty of boxoffice aid. 

Benny Meroff, Pittsburgh — (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66) with ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB). Meroff isn’t band per- 
sonality in the strict sense of the 
word anymore, selling instead of his 
orch, as in the past, ‘Funzafire,’ his 
minor league ‘Hellzapoppin.’ Doing 
pretty well at $17,000, which means 
a profit for house since Meroff’s show 
isn’t too expensive. Picture is help- 
ing. 

Louis Prima, Baltimore —- (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66) 
with ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO). 
Presence of Four Ink Spots on stage 
accounting for most of big $18,000, 
happiest in some time. 

Johnny Richards, Los Angeles— 
(Paramount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75) with 
‘Nothing but the Truth’ (Par). Sec- 
ondary draw to picture, stout $25,000. 

Phil Spitalny, New York—(Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Sergeant 











replacing Bob | 
P — | Spitalny 


Whole ensemble played be- | 
| Fugitives’ 
|tracting many; hence, swell $6,000 is 


three 
|Saxes, two trumpets, one trombone, | 


JIMM 


York’ (WB) on screen. Picture and 
together make for strong 
b.o, and first week may top $45,000, 
very good. Begins second week Fri- 
day (24). 

Tommy Tucker, Providence—(Met- 
ropolitan; 3,200; 30-40-55). ‘Federal 
(PRC) on screen not at- 


because of Tucker’s b.o. 





—— 








dinner and late in evening daily. 
Arranger is Milton Schwandt. 

Band is represented by Leonard 
Van, young son of Gus Van (and 
Schenck ). 

; and His Orchestra 

Al Shelleday, trumpet player and Featuring BOB EBERLY 
singer, who has been with Al Kave- and HELEN O'CONNELL 
lin, Artie Shaw and Nat Brandy- PALLADIUM 
Vynne, is on his way to Hawaii, » LOS ANGELES 
where he will be stationed as a pri- NOW 
vate in the Army Signal Corps. 

Shelleday quit the band biz nearly DECCA RECORDS 
Six months ago and enlisted for a a “ 


four-year term. 


| Personal Management — BILL BURTON 
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(See Page 55) 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 





Johnny Long-Dolly Dawn bands won't play the New York University 
prom, the commission for which was to have been split between General 
Amusement Corp and Music Corp. of America. Though the two bands 





On the Upbeat 








Jean Gordon takes vocalist spots 
with Al Donahue when Donahue re- 
turns to work after six weeks lay- 
off at Central theatre, Passaic, N. J., 
Oct. 23. Phil Brito Seat too. 


m . , . ‘ P sae 6 an hantring . 
are handled by GAC the fact that MCA had an exclusive On S90KIng the 
school was the basis of the split commissions. Charlie Spivak's band, | 
another GAC property, is to play the hop Nov. 28, with all commissions 


going to GAC. 

It seems that wken the split percentage 
GAC got its back up and mace Long and Miss Dawn suddenly unavail- 
able. Schcol then took Spivak, but at GAC’s term: Reason MCA 
owed Long and Miss Dawn to be set for it in the first place was that they 
had nothing available for the date. Which, of course, made it doubly 
easier to sell Spivak at GAC’s terms, despite the MCA exclusive angle. 


York are burning over 


deal was publicized in VARIETY 


Several band managers in New the activities of 
a recently-formed management agency, which has a prominent guy at its 
head. Claim that the agency hes been trying to gather a roster of talent 
by undermining confidence and using other means of talking certain band- 
leaders into abrogating contracts and coming cver to the new setup. In 
one instance, it’s said, a rep of the agency tried to sell a band not on 
records to a recording company, cxplaining that he was its new personal 
manager. Figured, probably, that if he succeeded the band would see the 





all- | 


Al Herman takes over Tommy 
Tucker’s drums. Jack Thompson re- 
Buzz King on trombone, 


| pli ices 


Al Meyers has 
her Ranch Boys, 
| WSPD, Toledo. 
member of 
(MBS). 


joined Lola and 
now heard over 
He was a former 
the Buckeye Four 


Hotel Newhouse, Salt Lake City, 
opened Mirror Room Oct. 11 for the 
winter season. The Esquires, con- 
ducted by Arnold Burgener, pro- 
vides music. 


| 
light, bounce its present manager and move over to the new = tfit. . Jee Vera back in the Hotel Book- 
, , . a al : ’ . 

One of the handlers whose pzoperty kes been tampered with in suc a | Cadillac's Motor Bar, Detroit, to 
way has talked toa lawyer re the chances of hanging a suit on the agency | open the fall season. 
in question for interfering with a bona-fide contract. SY eee 

; “is Lillian Lane is new girl vocalis 

Here’s a new way of ‘striking back’ at a bandleader for allegedly en- | & voc t 
i sine . as 4 : Patten. « | with Claude Thornhill band. 
ticing a musician away from one band to play in another. Recently, ru- 
mors began circulating that a certain band in a suburbga New York | : 
roadhouse would be given its notice because it wasn’t dr@Wing any busi- | Irv Carroll band, at Dempsey’s, 
ness. etc N. Y., for more than a year, signed 


In checking the report trade newspapermen found that the ‘whispering 
campaign’ had been authored by one leader, disgruntled because the other 
had hired away one of its men 


Red Norvo and Mildred Eziley may go back tozether again at the head l 
of a new band. Leader and swing singer have been talking over the 


advisability of the idea and have gone as far as sounding out the market 
on it. If the two settle detai!s (problem of financing is one) ahd find pros- 
pective buyers receptive they will rebuild Norvo’s present combo. Norvo 
is now being boolzed by Wm. Morris agency. He shifted there last week 
after getting a release from a MCA contract, which he settled for an un- 
known sum. Miss Bailey is Mrs, Norvo. 





The office safe of the Atlanta Musicians’ union was robbed recently 
of $300, consisting of dues and 10% tax. ‘Happy’ Steinichen, secretary 
of the union, says the affair is particularly mysterious because the com- 
bination was used to open the safe. Very few people know the combi- 


nation and there are only about four times a year that there would be | 


the safe. 


any amount of money in 


to three-month contract by Victor- 
Bluebird records. 





Hal McIntire, ex-Glenn Miller sax 
player, plays first date with new 
band in New England Oct. 31. 


Billy Leach replaced Clyde Burke 








as vocalist with Raymond Scott's 
band. 

Weedy Herman at Blue Moon, 
Wichita, for one-night stand right 
after Phil Levant. 

Frank Andrini opened Thursday 
(16) with his new seven-piece or- 
|chestra at William Penn Hotel, 


Pittsburgh. 





carry a yarn written 
Maurice Zolotow, who 
manager of Ink- 


Nov. 1 issue of the Saturday Evening Post will 
around the experiences of a band on one-nighters 
authored recent pieces on Broadway Rose and Moe Gale, 








| Bob Polan, sax player, has left Al 
| Marsico’s band at Nixon Cafe, Pitts 





| lets covers the week beginning Oct. 


spots, Ella Fitzgerald, etc., went out for a week’s run of single dates with | burgh, to join Glenn Miller. Replaced 
the Bobby Byrne band to gather the material. by George Annis. 

Way behind in cutting tunes on his Victor contract, Larry Clinton will | Lani MelIntire’s .Hawaiian orches- 
do no one-night or theatre dates, except on weekends, for the rest of |tra playing midnight over WSPD, 
October in order to catch up. Due Nov. 28 at the Palladium Ballroom, | Toledo, from El Dorado Room of the 
Chicago. He will vacation month of November with his wife in Bermuda. | Commodore Perry. Hotel. 

Sherman Hayes’ orchestra opened 
an engagement at Crooked Lake| 
Mutual Network Plugs Hotel, on Crooked Lake, back of 
Troy, Oct. 20. 
; y : Dol Brisette’s orchestra doing 

The following tabulation of network popular music performances is NOt | saturday night dances in Hotel Ban- 
confined to WOR, New York reiease for Mutual Broadcasting System, but croft. Worcester. Vocalists this sea- | 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week ad - 


beginning Oct. 13 (Monday) and ending Oct. 19 (Sunday), from 8 a.m, to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. * 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Don’t Want to Set World on Fire................208 NE sg ccd 5 cacae i. 
1 GO & CRA er re io. ee NE og a ih eco kg 2 
Do Y¥« ou ST os tv rieved ewer ; Py eke ....Campbell i. ae 
TT Seg) a re oa Bo ee ae ae 
Why Don’t We Do This More Ofte eR Sails Rae odio Ae 
oO, Sed ee a . Embassy. ..... a ee 
Oo a errr er: rer ir 6 
oe ae oe Ear atealaetee i635 oo WORIOD osc 5 cs 14 
sive Me ee RR re Pe ere eS RE Lo i4 
To ee ee ee ea  r Marks ...... 13 
Gu TH Have to Dream Re: Se Ne eae DIOR vate: L 13 
Kiss Bove Goodbye-‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’...... . Famous 13 
ER ete Oe aang Bh Gon tho bid ha 9k © .Kaycee 12 
eS See ee oe! aL. Soc es Aas ae 0% ioe Southern ....... 11 
Yours Te ae REN oe I Ey ae ge A MTEE ccnehesces 10 
‘Eadie’ (The e Lady) s Back| 5 Tunes for ‘Mr. Big’ 

| Hoagy Carmichael and Frank 

‘ . Loe sser wrote ‘We're the Couple in 

Eadie’ (who was a lady some 10/ the Castle,’ ‘I’ll Dance at Your Wed- 
years ago) is about to play a re-| ging’ and ‘Katy-Did, Katy-Didn’t’ 
turn engagement. Sammy Cahn and | ¢5, the Fleischer cartoon, ‘Mr. Bug 
Saul Chaplin have authorad a sequel Goes to Town,’ at Paramount. 
to the tun » tagging it ‘Eadie’s Back Sammy Timberg cleffed ‘Boy, Oh 
Again. : i os y _ Boy’ and ‘Be My Little Baby Bum- 

It's slated for Columbia’s film|,," , ge pie Ei Ait . 

ble Bee’ for the same picture, 


‘Eadie Was a Lady,’ with Rita Hay- | 
worth and Franchot Tone. 


Pic, which 














went into production last week, was Edward Kay~checked in as musical 
unexplainedly stopped and work | director on ‘Boy of Mine’ at Mono- 
postponed, however. gram, 

= — 











son ure Elaine Stahl and Paul Han- 
| sen. 

| ae ers 
| 














Inside Stuf—Music 


Controversy over similarity of melody passages in Meredith Willson’s 
‘You and I’ and Walter Donaldson's ‘June Moon’ was clarified in the follow- 
ing statement by Donaldson: 

‘Willson never heard the melody from me. The number was never 
published after being wriften in 1924. Furthermore there was never any 
lyric completed. 1 don’t know whether ‘June Moon’ was the title or not. 


It may have been ‘Blue Moon’ or ‘New Moon’ or possibly registered as 
‘Donaldsonia.” .Strain in ‘You and I’ is similar to my number but to my 
knowledge Willson never heard it and I don’t want to accuse him of plag- 
iarism under the circumstances.’ 

Dispute was touched off in New York by Shapiro-Bernstein, music pub- 
lishers, who announced that notice had been served on Willson over the 
similarity, following a letter from Donaldson calling attention to melodic 
affinity of the two numbers. Broadcast Music will continue to clear ‘You 
and I’ for radio performances, 

In a letter to Donaldson, writer of ‘Moon,’ Louis Bernstein, Shapiro- 
Bernstein prez, took the former to task for stating that ‘New Moon’ had 
never been published. Bernstein also stated that. he couldn’t understand 
what authority Donaldson had, if he were correctly quoted, to absolve 
Willson of infringement. Enclosed was a copy of ‘New Moon’ to show that 
the melody and lyrics were completed and published 15 years ago. 





Arthur Schwartz, songsmith, who sold ‘A Young Man's Fancy’ to Jean 
Arthur from an ad lib synopsis, is working on two more originals, one of 
which was almost in the closing position when he had to come east on 
his ASCAP suit. Everett Freeman collaborated on ‘Fancy,’ which will 
serve Miss Arthur for Columbia production. It has no songs. Schwartz, 
who usually writes with Howard Dietz, among others, has been veering 
into scripting screen originals, 

A Schwartz-Dietz item, ‘Au Revoir Paree,’ a march song, which is now 
owned by Metro for a forthcoming Judy Garland picture, is due to be 
aired on the ‘Dollars for Defense’ (U. S. Treasury) radio show, wherein 
Dietz is active on behalf of Governrnent propaganda. 





Swing Publications, Inc., filed suit Wednesday 
court against Barney Leventhal, a former employee, doing busimess as 
‘Swing’ charging Leventhal with ‘deliberate appropriation’ of the title of 
its magazine. Damages of $5,000 and an injunction are asked. 

Plaintiff incorporated in September, 1939, and the defendant in Septem- 
ber, 1941. Plaintiff claims to have spent $10,000 on advertising on its mag- 
azine, which is devoted to modern music, orchestras and the personne! of 
these orchestras. 


(15) in N. Y. supreme 


Green Bros. & Knight and Mills Music divide up publication of the 
tunes in Hal Roach’s new ‘streamlined’ 48-minute feature, ‘All-American 
Co-Ed.’ 

{ills has the single ballad, ‘Out of the Silence,’ by Lloyd B. Norlin, while 
GB&K have the other three tunes, ‘I’m a Chap With,a Chip on My 
Shoulder,’ ‘Up at the Crack of Dawn’ and ‘The Farmer's Daughter,’ by 
Walter G. Samuels and Charles Newman. 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., publisher of ‘Concerto for Two,’ was in receipt 
of asletter addressed in its care but directly to ‘J. Lawrence and P. Tschai- 
kowski.’ It was from a college student who explained he was doing 
research: work on the ‘story of the hit song.’ 

Jack Lawrence wrote the lyrics to S-B’s version of the public 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


domain 








Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
13. (Monday) and ending Oct. 19 
(Sunday), to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 


from 8 a.m. 


;of New York. 





RCA-Victor Dance Carnival, with oe a — 

|Tommy Dorsey and Shep Fields, set | TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
for Nov. 12-3 at the Columbus, O.,| Bells of San Raquel..............seeeceees Tepe ea tasacde . 36 
Auditorium. Don’t Want to Set World on Fire = RCO (ok ceoes ceive 
ae ie | I See Million People. eS -Radiotunes .....0000 30 
Bob and the Twins set for four City Called Heaven................  WHRPOM 5. cc ccccccee 
weeks, plus options, at the Showbar| you and I................ - Willson a oe 
of the 2800 Club, Dayton. Time Was....... Southern mate 27 
ae NE OR rar ire ine . ampbell ..... .. 26 
Mc A has set the Nei ah or Boys| Two in Love..........ececesceess © Willson ....ccccvece 23 
oe indefinite stay at the Jai Lai Shepherd’s Serenade................... ‘Sheppard ...cccceee 22 
Columbus, O. Jim - pps — = 
Were gp ere vr eee ese seers eeseeeeeeeeses *RAaVCee .ccccvcesces “ 
2 2 ee RSS | Yours TT eee 21 
Sid Barbato returns to Dean Hud-/ 7 Found You i in 1 the Rain. errr 20 
son’s band, replacing Bob Hicks on Wasn’t It You? BMI <% 90 
a ~ Farge sae} WaSR'E TE WOU? . oe as esdeccovessecccsccsccccses ee Pere 2 
—- Harry, Wainer, _lead alto SE iV ASS He hs OTS Se RMRRIE SK oe reh Cubes? Ae ee 19 
I om sittle vac < Little, takes Nort ae Week 40r WO goo ks cs Chorednscesns ce -Melodylane ......-- 1é 
Eisenburg’s seat ~S eree AA ie 
ee meer eer cee uk te oom, | Guess I'l Have to Dream ‘Rest. a eS Se ee se ae 
if! TE REI Sas 6 6 Gaga Bb ok aoe ee a - Melodylane ......-- 14 
| ‘Maxine Sullivan Blue Champagne .........+..+++sseeeees er eee 
| Fl if; Green Eyes. i crate a at sean Gener ares ‘en OEE cc cccseese 
Continued from page 2=————5,9| What Word is Sweeter?......... LO a eee . is 
, , ' PR sg i one a idet ae ot *mbass oe * 
| continuation of spring’s Coffee | 11; Weiohbo : sh, By cesvese 12 
|Concerts. They'll again be arranged AB rahe, sorte laa a icra ede Race i +e BMI... eee eeeeree “ 
hy Louise Crane. daughter of the BBMUE “ROTI. oc cc cd cdsccesccoass ee eee 12 
Ay 4 Ise “as » GAaAULTLLC ) 3 1€ | You Are My Sunshine avy be Southern 2 ea ee 12 
| late governor of Massachusetts, Win- Daddy . : 11 

| pace we mit . ED ol gr elele ia. niki o dk ecawia da ace kw el Republic ...ceccees 
throp Murray Crane. Femme con- | By- U- By O M: tic 10 

Sl aie cristina k ata < ko - <2urtenreee trae a te) ef ee ae a a eee cr ee oe eee 11esS seeeeooeese 
ceived the epee evenings, an in- | Concerto in B Flat........... te oe ss 10 
Rovenon for the Museum, to present | Lament to Love......... Sp heat ye Pet eee: Wee ie PE tA Ts 10 
little known performers and music— | Tonight We Love Pacific 10 


primarily swing and native folk stuff 
—on the concert platform, which she 
feels is the best medium for it. 





I DONT WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6320, Horace Heidt—Columbia 36295 


ny eee eee 3999 Dick Todd—BLUEBIRD 11291 
mK a (Se ate 3987 Mitchell Ayers—BLUEBIRD 11275 
Charloteers—OKEH 6320 Skinnay Ennis—VICTOR 27586 
Dick Robertson—DECCA 3981 Bon Bon—DECCA 3980 
Harlan Leonard—BLUEBIRD 16919 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, 


NEW YORK CITY HOLLYWOOD 
#a5 Broadway 5834 La Mirada Ave. 


INC, 


CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bldg. 





Coffee Concerts tags results from 
the coffee and doughnuts served at 
intermission to add informality. 
Programs following Miss Sullivan 
will include flamenco music and 
dancing by Anita Sevilla and Jero- 
nimo Villarino; West Indian music 
and dancing by Belle Rosette, a 
Calypso band and other dancers and 
singers; blues singer Debby Best, 
scat singer Anna Robinson, tap 
dancer Baby Lawrence and a jam 
band; Hebrew liturgical music, folk 
songs and dancing; and ‘Salon Opera,’ 
18th century opera excerpts pre- 
senting new Negro singers and a 
chamber orch cqnducted by Lehman 











Engel. 








BEER BRB RESRBPRBERERPRRBReeeseeeeee|es 
* Most unusual melody of the century ® 


MISIRLOU 


© 14 recordings in preparation * 
Including 
* XAVIER CUGAT 
* HARRY JAMES 





* MITCHELL AYRES 
* WOODY HERMAN 
* CAROL BRUCE * JOSE MORAND 


® HAROLD GRANT * ALFREDO MENDEZ 
(ALL PROFESSIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE) 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC. 


168 West 23rd Street New York, N. Y.- 
SESESSBS BSB SRBPRBRBBeeeeeaeweaeeees 
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‘Peace’ 





‘veness again pervades not only 
see membership ranks, but the board 
of directors of ASCAP. With Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., which is wholly 
owned by radio interests, engaged 
in an intense effort to tie up the per- 
forming and publishing rights to all 
available film scores in Hollywood, 
ASCAPites are wondering whether 
this development might be taken as 
the true tipoff to the actual trend of 
an ASCAP-radio peace. 
poard of directors is slated to meet 
tomorrow (Thursday) and there is a 
possibility that the group will take 
some action. Some weeks ago when 
a similar mood prevailed ASCAPers 
were persuaded not to seek legal re- 
venge on the radio industry. This, 
it was argued, would merely reopen 
old sores. Some ASCAP direc.ors 
yesterday (Tuesday) said they would 
urge the setting of a deadline for a 
deal, preferably next Wednesday 
(29) at 6 p.m., with the alternative 
of having the whole thing called off 

NBC, CBS Comment 
Explanation advanced by NBC and 
CBS officials yesterday 





coming in from affiliated stations as 
fast as had been anticipated. They 
had expected quick action following 
the IBI’s recommendation in Chi- 
cago, but the affiliates apparently 
were still going over with their local 
lawyers the mass of legal papers in- 


ASCAP | 


(Tuesday ) | 
was that signed approvals were not | 








} 


Craney Tells "Em 





Ed Craney, the Montana broad- 
caster, who was in New York last 
week to obtain some bookkeep- 
ing revisions in the new licensing 
agreement from ASCAP, stated 
that he has advised NBC that he 
will not allow NBC to deduct 
more than 24% from his ne-t 
work money for ASCAP music. 

While the ASCAP contracts 
calls for 234% on network busi- 
ness, Craney, often referred to as 
the Little Lord Fauntleroy of the 
broadcasting industry, holds that 
the license on local or spot busi- 
ness calls for 2%% and that’s 
what he thinks the network is 
entitled to and no more. 





= 





volved in the agreements and, ac- 
cording to these officials, the net- 
works want to be certain, before 
making any signed 


will assume their share of the net- 
work music costs. None of the web 
officials would state just what per- 
centage of approvals would have to 
be on hand before contracts were 
closed with ASCAP. 

The theme that ran through all 
comments from network Officials on 
the ASCAP situation was that they 
had to play safe on getting their 
money from affiliates, even though 
they had to keep dashing the hopes 
of advertising agencies and ASCAP 
for an early peace. The disposition 
at NBC early Monday (20) was to 
put ‘the finishing touches’ to the 
ASCAP deal this week and to allow 
two or three weeks for the actual 
resumption of music so that con- 
tracts could be obtained from the 
remaining affiliates. 

While ASCAP directors met in in- 
formal groups yesterday (Tuesday) 
to hash over the significance of the 


latest developments on the radio- | 


music front the directors and stock- 


holders of BMI were holding their | 


commitments | 
with ASCAP, that all these stations | 


Slows To Waltz 





Continued from page la 





own annual meeting in New York. 
| It is reported that John Shepard, 3d, 
of the Yankee Network, was vocifer- 
ous at this BMI meeting in attacking 
the proposed ASCAP ‘peace.’ 
Meeting between ASCAP officials 
and the committee representing 
some 60 network affiliates calling 
themselves the Independent Broad- 
casters, Inc., was a cut and dried af- 
fair last Friday (17). ASCAP’s 
, board of directors at a meeting the 
day before had readily conceded the 
| changes asked by the group in the 
| proposed new licensing agreement. 
|A letter covering these changes was 
| mailed Friday (17) to the members 
of the IBI by Ed Craney, chairman 
of the IBI’s copyright committee. 
While with NBC officials Friday 
(17) Craney, so he later reported, 
was informed that the network in- 
tended to go ahead and sign a con- 
tract with ASCAP Tuesday ‘yester- 
day) or Wednesday (today) regard- 
less of the number of contract con- 
; sents in the hands of NBC at the 
time. Craney’s statement was 





land ad agency execs assumed that 
'they were free to. start 


'til on making a check with NBC 
| Monday (20) they learned that NBC 
has no idea when it would signature 
!an ASCAP contract or when §éit 


| 


would put the ASCAP _reper- 
toire back on the air. Later the 
{same day other agencies were 


told at NBC that the network was 
considering signing a contract but 
not resuming ASCAP music until 
Nov. 10 or 15, with the interim al- 
lowing for the receipt of signatured 
consents from straggling affiliates. 
These agencies were also advised 
that the November dates were given 
them so that they wouldn’t be dis- 
appointed if the network failed to 
clean up the situation quickly. after 
| signing with ASCAP. 


| granted by ASCAP to the IBI’s 


committee, and which automatically 
become extended to all ASCAP 
licensees, stations will not be re- 





| FCC log. Where a station has a 
| blanket sustaining license and a per 
program commercial license ASCAP 
| must be furnished with a detailed 
| list of all musical compositions used 
on commercial programs but it may 
confine its sustaining data to any 12 
weeks of the year. 

On the question of ASCAP is- 
suing new licenses pending settle- 
ment of eld revenue claims against 


stations it was agreed that ASCAP | 
might exercise its own discretion in| 


| LORENZO BARCELATA 
| BECOMING A YANK 


dealing with stations that have been 
habitually delinquent. Also brought 
by the committee was the matter of 
getting manufacturers of commercial 


transcriptions to clear at the source | 


and it was agreed that ASCAP could 
n the near future get together with 
the manufacturers and work out 
some solution. 


As often happens in ASCAP con- | 


tract negotiations a newspaper sta- 


its own interests. Walter Damm, of 
the Milwaukee Journal’s WTMJ, got 


ASCAP to agree that it could plug | 


the newspaper over the station with- 
out being required to treat the pro- 
gram or announcement as a com- 
mercial as far as ASCAP ecompensa- 
tion is concerned. 


quickly circulated around the trade | 


listing | 
ASCAP tunes on their programs un- | 


| Under the bookkeeping revisions | 


quired to submit a copy of their, 


| 


° os | 
tion brings up a point pertaining to | 


(Week Ending Oct. 18) 





Don’t Set World on Fire. .Cherio 


,/ Ww | eee ee een Willson 
Ne a ee eoee-- Kaycee 
Tonight We Love....... Maestre 
Shepherd’s Serenade. .Sheppard 
"Til Reveille :......: Melodylane 
Blue Champagne ...-Encore 
I. et shan rer 
Elmer’s Tune .......... Robbins 
You Are My Sunshine. .Southern 
eS | Re rt rae ee Feist 
Do You Care?.........Campbell 
Why Don’t We Do......... BVC 
ME NUE kee cakavees Southern 
WG Te BO os ose da Willson 








PUBS T00 EAGER 
ON REVIVALS? 


Some band managers have become 
chary of dealing with music pub- 
lishers on the matter of reviving old 
tunes because of what these man- 


agers describe as slick manipulations 
on the part of the publishers. These 
managers complain that the methods 
used by publishers, after they have 
been approached about the dusting 
off of one of their old numbers, 
serve to defeat the fundamental pur- 
pose of the band in digging up the 
oldie. 

When a band inquires for an old, 
forgotten song, explain the mana- 
gers, it is with the idea of doing 
something along the lines of what 
Orrin Tucker did with ‘Oh, Johnny.’ 
After recording it, the band leader 
proposes to keep pounding away at 
the oldie with the hope that the 
click, if it eventuates, will be asso- 
ciated with him. 

But the average publisher so ap- 
proached, say the band- managers, 
can’t wait to see what that particu- 
| lar orchestra does with the number. 
The customary reaction of the pub 
is to get in touch immediately with 
all the phonograph companies and 
tell them that here’s an oldtimer 
that’s bound for a smash revival, cit- 
ing the- fact that the name band 
| which had made the original inquiry 
| was set upon making it the No. 1 
| tune in books. Other name bands 
| are then approached and the same 
| argument is advanced to them. 
| These band managers believe that 
|so long as the leader himself is the 
|exhumer of the tune the publisher 
ought to exercise sufficient patience 
| to give the leader a chance to find 
out whether he can get the oldie 
started in the hit class, 








} 
| 








Brownsville, Texas, Oct. 21. 
Lorenzo Barcelata, Mexican com- 
poser and motion picture 


| popular in the United States, 


| plans to settle in Texas. 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


| 


{ 


actor | 


whose song ‘Maria Elena’ has been | 


is tak-| with this 
ing out U. S. citizenship papers and| turers last week suffered an addi- 


| 
} 





Results of ASCAP Dissolution 
Wouldn't Please Broadcasters 
Klauber Tells Chicago Group 





BMI Hay in the Sun 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

While music publishers af- 
filiated with ASCAP await 
anxiously the consummation of a 
deal with NBC and CBS so that 
they can return to normal opera- 
tions, Broadcast Music, Inc., in 
which firm the same networks 
are interested for over $1,000,000, 
is actively engaged in getting the 
performing and publishing rights 
to all available film scores. BMI’s 
first deal in that direction was 
closed Monday (20). It obtained 
the score of RKO’s ‘Call Out the 
Marines’ after Harry Revel and 
Mort Greene, two ASCAP mem- 
bers and co-writers of the score’s 
tunes, had signatured the neces- 
sary releases. 

Rights to the ‘Marines’ score 
was negotiated by Harry Engels 
and Robert Burton, the latter a 
BMI lawyer from New York. 
Engels and Burton disclosed that 
they were working on deals for 
other scores. 

This makes the second score 
that Revel and Greene have re- 
leased for immediate airing for 
NBC and CBS. Previous one 
was ‘Three Jacks and a Jill,’ also 
RKO’s. Southern Music Co. took 
that one. 


JUKEBOX PIX 
UP DESPITE 
PRIORITit5: 








With the producers of film sub- 
jects for coin-machines continuing 
to turn out their material at a 
greater rate than ever, persons in 
the band and music business are be- 
ginning to wonder whether the man- 
ufacturers of these jukeboxes have 
been caught in a serious economic 
pocket and are taking it on the chin 
for heavy monthly losses. Because 
of the restraints put on materials by 
the Office of Production Manage- 
ment the jukebox manufacturers are 
unable to expand their distributions 
of these film-fed contraptions but 
they are under obligation to fur- 
nish clips for the machines already 
on location. 


It is estimated that over 40 clips | 
a week are being turned out for the 
film-playing jukers and that the cost | 


in music royalties and talent figures 
as high as $75,000 a month. Faced 
situation, the manufac- 


tional blow when the O.P.M. cracked 


| He did the music for the Mexican} down on an aluminum company for 


|acted one of the principal parts. 


writing the music for next edition 


| 
| Stanley Cowan and Bobby North} 


motion picture ‘Rancho Grande,’ and | Shipping 40,000 pounds of the metal 


to jukebox factories. 


ing three songs for ‘Tales of Man- 


| of the Shiptad-Johnson ‘Ice hema ensaccnl at 20th-Fox. 





Edward Klauber, CBS executive 
v.p., is quoted as having informed 
the group of affiliated stations which 
met in Chicago last week as the In- 
dependent Broadcasters, Inc., that 


the controversy with ASCAP was 
threatening to go too far and that 
there was a chance of ASCAP dis- 
integrating if the matter were not 
settled soon. Klauber pointed out 
to the broadcasters that if such a 
thing were to happen it was logical 
that the U.S. Department of Justice 
would then have to move to smash 
Broadcast Music, Inc., as a monopoly, 
thus creating a condition where 
radio would have to deal with 
thousands of copyright owners in- 
dividually for its performing rights. 

The Columbia official is also re- 
puted before making the statement 
to have questioned John G. Paine, 
ASCAP general manager, about a 
report that there was much disaffec- 
tion among the ASCAP membership 
because of-the slow progress made 
toward an NBC-CBS peace and to 
have obtained the information that 
it was beginning to look as though 
ASCAP might no longer be able to 
keep its members intact. One mem- 
ber of the ASCAP board had al- 
ready suggested that if its musie 
weren’t on NBC and CBS by Nov. 1 
the ASCAP lawyers be called in to 
draw up papers for a dissolution of 
the organization so thet the mem- 
bers would individually be free to 
protect their interests by bringing 
anti-trust suits and to compete 
against BMI-affiliated publishers for 
the exploitation of their works on 
the networks. 

The boardman who offered this 
proposal likewise declared that he 
war certain that under such cir- 
cumstances the Gu,vernment would 
not countenance the survival 6f 
BMI. He also predicted that after 
the broadcasting had had a taste of 
the chaos which was bound to fol- 
low the disintegration of ASCAP 
and the breakup of BMI the music 
industry would be in a position to 
get a much greater return than is 
provided for in the contracts now 
pending with the networks and in- 
dividual stations. 


AIR POCKET 
SHAKES PAINE 





John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, returned from Chicago last 


| Wednesday night (14) not only badly 
| shaken but with a lump on his head, 
|The plane that he was on struck an 
| air pocket—not CBS—and dropped 


800 feet. Paine after hitting the 
ceiling of the transport landed in the 
lap of a fellow passenger who sat 


| several rows back. 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin do- | 


Paine had been in Chicago attend- 


jing a meeting of the Independent 


Broadcasters, Inc. 


























PLEASANT OR 


A NEW "JOE DAVIS" SONG HIT 


A BEAUTIFUL .FOX-TROT BALLAD 


BEACON MUSIC CO. 


man (8) 2 


DAVIS, 


(Bob Cole, Chicago Representative ) 


Owner— 





CAMS 


1619 BROADWAY. 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 
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Met Auditions In 


Hectic Broadcast 





One Tenor’s Presence Disputed and Soprano Loses 


Her Voice Day 


Because Mario Berini appeared 


Sunday afternoon (19) on the ‘Me- 
tropolitan Auditions of the Air’ pro- 
gram over NBC-Red (WEAF) for | 
Sherwin-Williams, the New Opera | 


Company threatens not to use him in 
the tenor lead tonight (Wednesday ) 
in its presentation of ‘Pique Dame, 
at the 44th Street eS 
Opera management tried to prevent 
Berini’s guest date on 
series, desiring to present him in his 


theatre, 


the radio | 


‘debut,’ but the singer refused to} 
cancel the engagement. 

Berini’s with the New 
Opera was not an exclusive deal, so 


contract 


there was nothing the management | 
could do legally to halt the radio 


appearance. Company threatened to 


sue the singer, the sponsors and the 
network, but that only resulted in 
Sherwin-Williams cutting out of the 
script a reference to the tenor’s 
scheduled appearance in tonight’s 
‘Pique Dame’ performance. 

Despite the management’s ultima- 
tum, it’s figured unlikely that it will 
fulfill its threat not to use Berini. 
‘Pique Dame’ is a seldomly-heard 
opera and there are few tenors avail- 
able who know the part and could 
substitute on short notice. In addi- 
tion, Berini has a contract and would 
presumably have to be paid regard- 
less of whether or not he were used. 
Scheduled appearance is believed to 
be his first operatic stint in New 
York, but he has sung in opera at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music and 
with the San Carlo Opera Co. 

Another last-minute complication 
on Sunday’s ‘Auditions’ program was | 
the inability of Lela Flynn, soprano, | 
to appear as scheduled. She was | 


suffering from laryncitis and finally | 





decided Saturday night that “+ 
would be _umabb~+—aL etc Ear sne | 
Pav pobby Busi to go on. Wilfred 


ciletier, conductor, and Anna Er- 
skine, writer on the show, hustled 
around to find a soprano who could 
sing the selections programmed for 
Miss Flynn. Finally obtained Rachel 
Carlay, a French soprano who has | 
appeared on various commercial 
radio series. Latter spent Sunday 
morning learning the two English 
songs Miss Flynn had intended sing- 
ing and, just before air time, went 
through a brief rehearsal for her 
Operatic numbers, a solo aria and a 














duet from ‘Tosca,’ the latter with 
Berini. 
Opera Review 
Opera by Mozart in two acts, Italian 
Hbretto by Lorenzo da Ponte, presented at 
the #4th St. theatre, New York, Oct. 14, 
*41 by New Opera Co.,; conductor, Dr. | 
Fritz Busch; stage director, Hans Busch; 
choreographer, Igor Schwezoff, scenery de 
signed by Eugene V. Dunkel; costumes by 
Marco Montedoro; $3.30 top. 
ist: Ina Souez, Pauline Pierce, Andzia 

Kuzak, Robert Marshall, Waldemar Schroe- 


der, Perry Askam. 


Opening at a $6.60 top in the most 
brilliant social event of this young 
season ,the New Opera Co. presented 
Mozart’s ‘Cosj Fan Tutte’ Wednes- 
day (14) at the 44th St. theatre, 
N.Y., before an attendance of 1,300. 
Brilliance of the audience and flare 
of an opening night sfill did not hide 


fact that the production, al- 
though carefully planned and ex- 
ecuted, lacked punch. It was defi- 
ni ely bad vocally. 

Company, started by Mrs. Lytle 
Hull for young Americans, proved 
tl young Americans, generally 
speaking, still do not possess great 
voices. Musically, the cast did right 
well for itself, ensemble work was 
smooth and all showed more than a 
slicht acauaintance with the score, 


but vocally none of 
wos topnotch. 
“Most noted of the singers was the 


the principals 


Indian soprano, Ina Souez, who had | 


sung her role of Fiordilgi under 
conductor Fritz Busch in Europe 
many times. The soprano was a dis- 
tinct disappointment. her 
showing signs of wear. 

Picree was vapid vocally as Dora- 
bella, while Robert Marshall sang his 
arias creditably, but in a rather 
weak lyric tenor. He sounds much 
lite John McCormack in timber of 
voice, but lacks the Irish tenor’s top 
tones. Waldemar Schroeder sounded 
mich like John Brownlee of the 
Met, but his voice also seemed out 
of focus and pushed on top. Perry 
Askem was on the stage most of the 
time, but few apparently knew it. 
Dramatic star was Andzia Kuzak, 


»}| concerts, 
| 





‘mila Novotna, 
| Serkin, Ida Krehm, Igor Stravinsky, 


voice 
Pauline 
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96 Concerts Mapped 
By St. Louis Symph 


St. Louis, Oct. 21. 
The St. Louis Symphony orchestra 
| begins its season Oct. 31, under 
| Viadimir Golschmann, its permanent 
| conductor. It is planned to give 96 
including 35 outside the 
city. 

Soloists for the subscription series 
will include Fritz Kreisler, Artur 
Rubinstein, Vladimir Horowitz, Jar- 
Ezio Pinza, Rudolf 


Darius Milhaud, Gregor Piatigorsky 
and Joseph Szigeti. 


38 Concerts In 


November For 





N.Y. Town Hall 





Town Hall, New York, musical 
events for November will include 38 
concerts, matinee and evening. 


The following is the schedule: 
Where two bookings are listed for 
the sarne day, the first named is for 
matinee, the second for evening. All 
others are evening performances. 

Ross Pratt, pianist, Nov. 1; Lola 
Hayes, mezzo-soprano, Nov. 1; Anna 
Kaskas, contralto, Nov. 2; New 
Friends of Music presenting the 
Budapest Quartet, Nov. 2; Joseph 
Clifford, tenor, Nov. 2; Doris Doe, 
soprano, Nov. 3; Jean Dansereau, pi- 


| anist, Nov. 4; Joseph Szigeti, violin- 


ae 


ist, Nov. 5; Leol ‘. 


oan VW per+ Giar, 


>. 0; Marcus Gordon, pianist, Nov. 
7; Elizabeth Schumann, soprano, Nov. 
8; Eleanor Fine, pianist, Nov. 9; New 
Friends of Music presenting the | 
Primrose Quartet and Jan Smeter- 
lin, pianist, Nov. 9; Roman Prydat- 
kevytch, violinist, Nov. 9. 

Also, Ida Krehm, pianist, Nov. 10; 
Hildegarde Junge, contralto, Nov, 11; 
Viadimir, Nathalie and Paul Droz- 
doff, pianists, Nov. 11; Arthur Whit- 
temore and Jack Lowe, pianists, 
Nov. 12; Paulina Ruvinska, pianist, 
Nov. 14; John Kollen, pianist, Nov. 
|15; Romulo Ribera, violinist, Nov. 
15; Moritz Rosenthal, pianist, Nov. 
| 16; New Friends of Music present- 
jing the Trio Pro Musica and William 
'Horne, tenor, Nov. 16; Eric Rosen- 
blith, violinist, Nov. 16; Lois Towns- 
jley and Elizabeth Read, pianists, Nov. 
i, 

Also, Jean Watson, contralto, Nov. 
| 18; Isaac Stern, violinist, Nov. 19; 
| Max Pollikoff, violinist, Nov. 21; Rex 
| Battle, pianist, Nov. 23; New Friends 
of Music presenting Adolph Busch, 
violinist, and Rudolph Serkin, pian- 
| ist, Nov. 23; Inez Lauritano, violinist, 
| Nov. 23; Egon Petri, pianist; Dorothy 
Sarnoff, soprano; Bruce Boyce, bari- 
Nov. 24; Aurora Mauro-Cot- 
| tone, pianist, Nov. 25; Gregor Piati- 
|gorsky, cellist, Nov. 26; Celius 
Dougherty and Vincenz Ruzicka, pi- 
| anists, Nov. 28: Doda Conrad, bari- 
| tone, Nov. 29; Martha Daughn-Lock- 
er, soprano, Nov. 30, and the New 
| Friends of Music presenting the Ko- 
| lisch quartet with the Galimir quar- 
| tet and Raya Garbousova, cellist, as- 
i sisting artists, Nov. 30. 


j 


tone; 


Toledo Orch Series 


Toledo, O., Oct. 21. 
Toledo Symphony Orchestra, 
George King Raudenbush conduct- 
ing, will present four concerts in its 
1941-42 subscription series at the 
Paramount theatre, and plans five 
Young People’s concerts at the same 
place during the current season. 
Paul Robeson will be guest artist 
at the initial concert Monday, Oct. 
27. First children’s concert will be 
held Friday morning, Nov. 7. 





whose acting and coquetery were 
knockouts, but she possesses a feeble, 
although pleasant, soprano more 
fitted to musical comedy than grand 
opera. 

Conducting of Fritz Busch was au- 
thoritative but heavy for Mozart. 
Sets and costumes were adequate but 
the outlandish plot does not aid the 
dramatic content. Opera flopped at 
the Met when last revived fn 1922, 
and it is dubious it will be a b.o. 
success now with a lesser cast. 








N.Y. Town Hall Reviews 


(Week of Oct. 14) 


Hilde Somer, young Viennese 
|pianist, on Monday (20) gave the 
| finest recital of the season so far 
by a pianist at Town Hall. The Art- 
ist possesses all the attributes of a 
great musician, exhibiting a firm, 
|elear attack, lyricism of a superb 
|order and flying fingers which vir- 
|tually ripped the keyboard apart. 
|Her interpretations were at their 
| best in the Bach Fantasie and Fugue 
in A Minor, the Beethoven Sonata in 
G and the Schubert Fantasie in C. 
She was at her worst, though still 
superb, in the Debussy works, where 
the more modernistic mood seemed 
to escape her slightly. A looker in 
the bargain, she should go far. 

















Anne Judson, contralto, recitaled 
in Town Hall Sunday night (19). 
The singer is an expert interpretor, 
and especially in the lieder did she 
achieve some notable effects but the 
woice is tiny—limited in range and 
of an unpleasant quality. Accom- 
paniment by Solon Alberti was er- 
ratic. 





Ethel Elfenbein, pianist, gave a 
Town Hall recital Sunday afternoon 
(19), including works of Schubert, 
Beethoven, Grifes, Milhaud, De 
|Falla, Mompou, Villa-Lobos and 
Brahms. Young pianist is an ex- 
cellent technician and played with a 
wide range of color and fine phras- 
ing. 





Ballet Review 


Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo 


(MET OPERA HOUSE, N. Y.) 








Three Russian balleis, all given in 
previous years by this troupe, fea- 
tured Tuesday’s (14) concert. Ballets 
were‘Les Sylphides,’ ‘Petrouchka’ and 
‘Prince Igor.’. All three were pre- 
sented in the characteristic style of 
the Monte Carlo troupe, which means 
tops. Outside of the scenery and 
costumesne these. hallets=eemed a 
trifle dated, but this realization only 
came after they were over, as the 
magic of the presentation still cap- 
tivated the fancy during perform- 
ance. 

Wednesday (15) featured a second 
local presentation this season of 
‘Seventh Symphony,’ ‘The Nutcrack- 
er Suite’ and finally ‘Le Beau Dar- 
ube.’ Latter work contains all the 
saccharine charm of pre-World War 
No. I Vienna, and holds nostalgic 
effect for the sentimentalists. Ballet’s 
presentation was, asusual, on its toes, 
figuratively as well as literally. 

Thursday (16), the company pre- 
sented ‘Devil’s Holiday’ and ‘After- 
|noon of a Faun’ for the first time this 


Maynor Opens Worcester 
Civic Series on Oct. 31 


Worcester, Mass., Oct. 21. 

Dorothy Maynor, Negro soprano, 
will open Worcester Civie Music As- 
sociation’s 1941-42 season in a con- 
cert Oct. 31. 

Other attractions booked for the 
association's 12th season are: Nathan 
Milstein, violinist, and Raya Gar- 
bousova, cellist, Nov. 24; Don Cos- 
sacks Male Chorus, Dec. 16; Vladimir 
Horowitz, pianist Feb. 4; Cleveland 
Symphony Orchestra, Feb. 11; John 
Charles Thomas, baritone, March 12, 
and Philadelphia Symphony Orches- 
tra, April 23. 


Ormandy Leads 
Philly Orch In 
Carnegie Bow 


The Philadelphia Orchestra under 
Eugene Ormandy opened its New 
York season last Tuesday night (14) 
at Carnegie Hall. Beethoven's third 
‘Leonore’ overture, Bach’s Third 
Suite in D Major and Brahm’s Sec- 
ond Symphony were presented. 

All three familiar works were 
treated with an abundance of care, 
and the Philadelphia orchesira lived 
up to its reputation, especially in 
the string section, where the rich- 
ness of the sound produced was 
equalled only by the clarity and | 
brilliance of the brass. A large, but 
not capacity, audience was in at- 
tendance. 

A ringing performance of Mous- 
sorgsky’s ‘Pictures at an Exhibition,’ | 
with a _ transcription by Leopold | 
Stokowski presented for the first 
time, brought a previously lusterless 
concert of the N.Y. Philharmonic to 
a dramatic and_ crashing finale 
Thursday night (16), at Carnegie. 
The leader hit the jackpot with the 
Russian’s work, and the orchestra, 
responding nobly to his demands, 
swept home a winner, literally lift- 
ing a packed house to its feet. 








COPLAND URGES 
PAN-AM. PLAN 
ON MUSIC 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 21. 

Proposal that the U. S.—possibly 
via the Rockefel’rr group—extend 
grants to enable North American 
audiences to hear more music by 
Latin American composers and Latin 
Americans to hear more by con. 
temporary U. S. writers has been 
outlined here by Aaron Copland 
composer currently touring S. A. ; 


Copland, whose tour is sponsored 
by the music section of the Office 
of Inter-American Affairs (Rocke- 
feller Committee), is trying to find 
cut what is being written in serious 
music in Latin America and to tell 
local musicians about symphonic 
and other music in the U. S. He's 
been giving several lectures at the 
Teatro del Pueblo and couple of 
chamber music concerts. 


He’s stressed particularly that 
much could be done to improve film 
music, which he considers of tre- 
mendous importance in developing 
taste for better music. Copland has 
done considerable writing for picts 
and among others did the score for 
“Mice and Men.’ 











Concert Notes 








An album of Lily Pons’ ‘Daughter 
of the Regiment’ recordings has been 
flown to England via bomber for the 
American Eagle Squadron there. 





Erica Morini, the 
give a N. Y. recital 
Jan. 19. 


violinist, will 
at Town Hall 





Stefan Auber, member of the 





Crashing fortes, whispering pianos 
and a rich, harmonic background | 
made for a socko finish. 

Preceding work was Paul Cres- 
ton’s ‘Scherzo’ from his symphony 
(Opus 20). The American’s work is 
light, semi-melodious and had it not 
been sandwiched between the finale 
and Brahm’s ‘First Symphony’ might 
have impressed. As it was, it paled 


into insignificance. The Brahm’s 
work was dragged in tempo until 
the finale when again Stokowski 


summoned the immense power and 
dramatic fire of the German com- 
poser to the fore. Another first was 
a vrelude by Stokowski on the tra- 
ditional melody, ‘Eine Feste Burg,’ 
which, although brief, was effective, 








season. Repeats of ‘Poker Game’ | 
and ‘The Magic Swan’ were the other | 
works. Both firsts are thoroushly | 
familiar presentations of the Monte | 
Carlo troupe and were given excel- | 
|lent treatment. 
| Friday (17) 
| ‘Baiser de la Fee’ and Leonide Mas- 
sine’s ‘Three-Cornered Hat’ received 
their initial performances of the sea- | 





George Balanchine’s | 





first-named work is set to Stravinsky | 





|esting ballet, well 
|excellent choreographic effects. It 
went smoothly, as have most per- 


of a 
| given by 
|ecompany. The Massine work, over a 
score of years old, is set to DeFalla’s 
| ‘Three-Cornered Hat.’ Both the bal- 
| let and the music are as fresh and 
vital today as ever. 





ifairy story of an animated doll, set to 
|Delibes music, while oldfashioned, 
|was excellently presented to re- 
| tain its freshness. Repeats of ‘Spec- 
|tre de la Rose’ and ‘Prince Igor’ 
jrounded out the program. 
Sunday (19) the ballet presented 
|the world premiere of ‘Saratoga,’ set 
ito music and a libretto by Jaromir 
Weinberger, especially commissioned 
ifor the troupe. Ballet was hollow, 
lacking an effective climax and being 
itotally foreign to the locale of the 
|racetrack. Music was disappointing, 
| being bombastic and indulging more 
in counter-point than melody for 
dancing. The troupe struggled hard 
‘to put it over and from a presenta- 
tion point of view was a success, but 
it is doubtful if repeats wil) show 
much drawing power. Costumes and 
scenic effects were brilliant in their 
display of colors. 

Attendance for last week, from 
Tuesday (14) to Sunday night (19), 
was 21,800 paid admissions, with the 
total gross being $30,500. Ballet was 
out of town Monday through today 
(Wednesday) and resumes at the 
Met tomorrow (Thursday). 





Thomas and Ruth Martin com- 
posed the translation of Mozart's 
‘Magic Flute,’ to be given this year in 
English at the Metropolitan. Mar- 
tin is former assistant conductor of 
the Chicago Opera Co. 








formances to date, and is deserving | ° a 
wider reception than normally | the season at Carnegie Sunday (19) 


the present roster of the |night. Program included works by | 


list secured his reputation 


: lhe 
son with a repeat of ‘Labyrinth.’ The mae 
: : : EEE E 1e *~bussy Toccata, 
music and is an exceptionally inter- |‘ the a ate. Toccata 
costumed, with | ™any peers. 


} 
| 


especially in the brass and _ string | 
| scoring. 
Michael Zadora’s recital at Car- 


negie on Wednesday (15) was hardly 
one to indicate just where the pian- 
A faulty | 
piano figured. Zadora had a! 
tendency his music and he 
played flat on several occasions. But 
possesses a phenomenal tech- 
nique and. when right, as occurred 


he has not | 


also 
to drag 


The WPA orchestra under Reginald 
Stewart. with Josenh Szigeti as vio- 
lin soloist, gave its first concert of 


Dvorak, Brahms, Bloch, Corelli and | 
Strauss. Stewart was in much better 
form than his performances at Lewi- | 
sohn Stadium this summer might 
have led people to susnect, and car- 


Saturday (18) ‘Coppelia’ was given | ried his men through fine readings of 
la first presentation, and the pretty | the orchestral bits 


in 
works, 
flowing | 


Szigeti was in supnerb form 
both the Bioch and Corelli 
with a rich stream. of tone 
evenly and brilliantly from his in- 
strument. Surprisingly enough, the 
artist did not respond with encores 
‘aspite tumultous applause 


Bojangles 


Continued from page 1=—— 











good shows and life without being | 
thrown into a concentration camp. 
That is what might happen if you 
acted in such a disrespectful fashion 
in some other countrie.’ 

Jimmie Lunceford’s band padded 
out the bill when Robinson walked 
off. Latter appeared at next per- 
formance to do his act without any 
more disturbances. House manager 
couldn’t understand it, sinre Bo- 
jangles is a favorite here. There 
has been a strange outbreak of heck- 
ling in local houses lately, but usual- 
ly it’s heard only when one of the 
big-time jive orchestras come along. 
Theatre execs blame it on the in- 
fluence of New York vaude stands for 
encouraging autograph-hounds and 
hecklers in publicity stunts. They 
don’t like that sort of guff in Cleve- 
land and are doing their best to dis- 








courage it. 


Kolisch Strirz Quartet for the last 
two years, appointed first cellist of 


|the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 


by Fritz Reiner, conductor. Auber 
succeeds Cornelius Van Vliet, who 
resigned the post he has held since 
1939 to go into concert work. 





Group Opera, composed of young 
American singers who work together 
with Leon Barzin and the National 
Orchestral Association, will present 
‘Suor Angelica,’ ‘Gianni Schicci’ and 
‘Seraglio’ this year at Carnegie Hall. 
Joseph Turnau is artistic director 
and Hamilton Benz his assistant. 

Grace Moore requested a postpone- 
ment, due to sudden illness, of het 
appearance at Philip Livingston High 
School, Albany, Oct. 17, in the first of 


the 1941-42 series of Albany and 
Troy concerts under the direction of 
James D. McNary. Nov. 10 is the 
new date. 


Plans for the Young Peoples Con- 


| certs of the N. Y. Philharmonic will 


include six Saturday mornings at 
Carnegie Hall and three Monday 
afternoons at Town Hall, all under 


direction of Rudolph Ganz. Carnegie 
Hall series hegins Nov. 1 and the 
Town Hall series on Dec. 15 


Rise Stevens, Met mezzo-soprano, 


| Zuests on the-Ford Sunday Evening 


hour Dec, 28 doing songs from her 


Metro picture, “The Chocolate 
Soldier.” Singer will receive $2,500. 
Film, in which she co-stars with 


Nelson Eddy, premieres at the Astor, 
N.Y., Oct. 28. 

Abraham Haitowitch, blind violin- 
st, will present a series of three Sun- 


lay night concerts at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N.Y., this fall The 
first, Nov. 23, will present Harold 


Bauer, Charles Kullman and Anatol 
Kaminsky; the second, Nov. 30, Lotte 
Lehman, and Paul Stassewitch, and 
the third, Dec. 21, the N.Y. Philhar- 


} monie trio. 





Ross Pratt, Canadian pianist, makes 
his Town Hall, N.Y., debut Nov. 1. 
He will play works by Bach, Brahms, 
Debussy and Scarlatti, as well as 
presenting the American premiere 
of the Sonata in F Minor by the 
British composer, Howard Ferguson. 





A new book by Robert Simon, Jr.. 
president of Carnegie Hali, will be 
published this week by Doubleday. 
Doran Co. Book is entitled ‘Be Your 
Own Music Critic’ and contains 
articles by Olin Downes, Edward 
Johnson, Yves Tinayre, Leopold 
Mannes, Egon Petri, Albert Stoessel. 
Georges Barrere, Leon Barzin and 
Harl McDonald. Price is $2.59. 
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‘Maschera’ Will Open Chi Opera Co. 


Season Nov. 8; WG Raised for ‘Loss 








The Chicago Opera Co. will open 
its season Nov. 8 with Verdi's ‘Ballo 


in Maschera. Giovanni Martinelli, 
Elisabeth Rethberg, John Charles 
Thomas, Josephine Antoine and 


Anna Kaskas will have the leads. 
Season runs to Dec. 13, with 23 
operas in the repertoire. 

Company, under the general man- 
agement of Fortune Gallo and the 
artistic direction of Martinelli, has 
already raised $50,000 to cover any 
possible loss. 

Singers engaged include, among 
the sopranos, Licia Albanese, Miss 
Antoine, Rose Bampton, Vivian Della 
Chiesa, Dusolina Giannini, Virginia 
Haskins, Helen Jepson, Mobley 
Lushanya, Edith Mason, Grace 
Moore, Lily Pons, Miss Rethberg, 
Bidu Sayao and Charlotte Symons. 

Mezzos and contraltos are Karin 
Branzell, Coe Glade, Miss Kaskas, 
Ada Paggi, Irra Petina, Sonia Shar- 
nova, Gladys Swarthout and Eliza- 
beth Wysor. 

Tenors are Kurt Baum, Jussi 
Bjoerling, Giuseppe Cavadore, Rich- 
ard Crooks, Frederic Jagel, Raoul 
Jobin, Jan Kiepura, Martinelli, 
Lauritz Melchior, James Melton, Sid- 
ney Rayner and Tito Schipa. Bari- 
tones and bases are Salvatore Bac- 
caloni, Douglas Beattie, Richard 
Bonelli, George Czaplicki, Virgilio 
Lazzari, Mark Love, Carlo Morelli, 
Ezio Pinza, John Charles Thomas, 
Lawrence Tibbett and _ Vittorio 
Trevisan. 

Conductors are Giuseppe Bambo- 
schek, Paul Breisach, Jerzy Bojanow- 
ski, Emile Cooper, Gennaro Papi and 
Carlo Peroni.. The stage director is 
William Wymetal, the stage man- 
ager, Louis Rybault, and_ the 
Catherine Littlefield Ballet will be 
used. 

Operas to be given are ‘Aida,’| 
‘Boheme,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Cavalleria Rus- 
ticana,’ ‘Daughter of the Regiment,’| 
‘Falstaff’ (in English), ‘Faust,’ 
*‘Halka,’ ‘Hansel and Gretel’ (in Eng- 


lish), ‘Jewels -of the Madonna,’ 
‘Lohengrin,’ ‘Butterfly,’ ‘Manon,’ 
‘Martha’ (in English), ‘Manon,’ 


‘Ballo in Maschera,’ ‘Mignon,’ ‘Otello,’ 
*Pagliacci,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Tales of Hoff- 
man’ (in English), ‘Tosca,’ ‘Traviata’ 
and ‘Trovatore.’ Scale is $2.20 to $6. 


40 CONCERTS SLATED 
AT CARNEGIE IN NOV. 


Carnegie Hall, N.Y., schedule for 
November lists 40 concerts by or- 
ehestras and soloists. In order of | 
their appearances they will be: 

Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. 1, 
morning; Sergei Rachmaninoff, pian- 











ist, Nov. 1, afternoon: Philharmonic 
Symphony, Nov. 2, afternoon: N.Y.C. 
WPA orchestra, Nov. 2, evening; | 
Byrd Elliott, violinist, Nov. 3: Sidney 
Foster, pianist, Nov. 5; Philharmonic | 
Symphony, Nov. 6, Philharmonic| 
Symphony, Nov. 7, afternoon: E. 
Robert Schmitz, pianist, Nov. 7, eve- 
ning; Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. | 
8; Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. 9, | 
afternoon; N.Y.C. WPA orchestra, | 
Nov. 9, evening: National Orchestral | 
Association, Nov. 10; Ernest Hutchin- | 
son, pianist, Nov, 12; 
Symphony, Nov. 13; Philharmonic 
Symphony, Nov. 14, afternoon;| 
Claudio Arrau, pianist, Nov. 14, eve- 





Philharmonic 


+ 


‘Martha’ (Jepson, Melton) 
OK $7,500 in St. L. Single 


St. Louis, Oct. 21. 

One performance of ‘Martha,’ 
sponsored by the St. Louis Grand 
Opera Assn., with Helen Jepson and 
James Melton in lead roles, copped 
an estimated $7,500 and a profit Sat- 
urday (18) in opera house of Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium. Opera was in 
English. ‘Martha’ was presented in 
Evansville, Ind., last night (Mon- 
day), being debut of a St. Louis un- 
derwritten grand opera on the road. 

House was scaled from $1.50 to $5. 
Second presentation this season will 
be ‘Tosca,’ in Italian, with Grace 
Moore and Kurt Baum in top roles 
Saturday (25). 


FINANCE CHECK 
ON NEW OPERA 
CO. A PUZZLE 


A big puzzle on Broadway is the 
task of checking up the finances of 
the New Opera Co., which opened 
to wide press attention at the 44th 
St. theatre last week. Nobody 
around the socialite outfit, headed by 
Mrs, Lytle Hull, formerly Mrs. Vin- 
cent Astor, seems to have any idea 
of how much money was taken in. 
The front of the house doesn’t know 
either because there had been so 
many ways in which subscriptions 
were disposed of, no tally being 
made to the boxoffice. 


It’s known, however, that not as 
many subscriptions were sold as 
had been anticipated. Subscriptions 
were in strip form and most were 
cached at Bonwit-Teller’s concert 
bureau office. 

It was discovered that only one 
end of the tickets carried the loca- 
tion of the seats, whereas the law 
requires both ends to be so printed, 
for the admissions tax check. It was 
discerned, too, that the tickets did 
not include the 10% tax. Internal 
revenue men thereupon warned the 
treasurer that he was flirting with 
the clinck, so all the tickets had to 
be tax-stamped, there not being 
time enough to print new tickets. 
Understood they were printed last 
May, when there were no admis- 
sions taxes on grand opera. 








‘Newark Civic Opera 


Sets Nov. 29 Opening 





Newark, Oct. 21. 
Newark Civic Opera Association 
after coming to terms with the 


American Guild of Musical Artists, | 


will open its season Nov. 29 by pre- 
senting ‘Aida’ at the Newark Opera 
House. ? 
Last month, the Opera Association 
ran into difficulties with AGMA, 
which demanded that the Association 


ning; Josef Lhevinne, pianist, Nov. employ at least 15 union members in 
15, afternoon: Philharmonic Sym-|its chorus. A compromise 
phony, Nov. 15, evening: Philhar-| reached, however, and the Associa - 
monie Symphony, Nov. 16, afternoon; | tion, an amateur group for the most 
N.Y.C. WPA orchestra, Nov. 16, eve-| part, agreed to employ 12 profes- 
ning; Albert Spalding, violinist, Nov. | sional union singers within its ranks. 


17; Josef Honti, Nov. 18: 
monic Symphony, Nov. 19; Boston} 
Symphony, Nov. 20: Philharmonic | 
Symphony, Nov. 21, afternoon; Boston 
Symphony, Nov. 22, afternoon; Phil- 
harmonic Symphony, Nov. 23, after- 
noon; N.Y.C, WPA orchestra, Nov. 
23, evening; Artur Rubinstein, pianist, 
Nov. 24; Philadelphia Orchestra, Nov. 
25; Schola Cantorum of N.Y., Nov. 
26, Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. 27: 
Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. 28, 
afternoon; Mischa Elman, violinist, 
Nov. 28, evening; National Orchestral 
Association, Nov. 29, afternoon; Phil- 
harmonic Symphony, Nov. 29, eve- 
ning; Philharmonic Symphony, Nov. 
30, afternoon; N.Y.C. WPA orchestra, 
Nov. 30, evening. 

Where no specified time is listed, 
concert is to be held in the evening. 





Ellen Ballon, Canadian pianist, 
will make an appearance with the 
Montreal Symphony either March 5 
or May 7, depending on which date 
Rose Bampton, Met soprano, takes. | 





Philhar-| The 


Association will 
operas on successive Saturday nights. 
William Spada will conduct. 


Szigeti for Tauber 
On Town Hall Series 


Switch in the Town Hall (N. Y.) | Philadelphia late this month for his 
Endowment Series has Joseph Szigeti, | first piano recital in Havana. 


violinist, replacing Richard Tauber, 
tenor, for the opening Nov. 5. Tau- 
ber is unable to get to the U. S. 
from England. 

Other artists on the series will be 
Gregor Piatigorsky, cellist, Nov. 26. 
The Platoff Don Cossack chorus and 
dancers, Dec. 10; Lotte Lehmann, so- 
prano, Jan. 7; Jose Iturbi, pianist, 
Jen. 21; Grace Moore, soprano, Feb. 
11, Robert Goldsand, pianist, Feb. 
25, and Lawrence Tibbett, baritone, 
March 18. 





Ruggiero Ricci, violinist, has 26 
dates for the fall. He opened his tour 
Oct. 13 in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 


| tween April 20 and May 3, 1942. 


Riccardo Martin Maps 
Historical Pageant 


Riccardo Martin, American tenor 
of the Met from 1907-15, and now 66 
years old, has returned to the U. S. 
from Europe, where he studied com- 
position in London, Paris and Rome. 
He has written a full-length ballet, 
a 17th Century pageant on the south- 
west. 

Martin was considered the best of 
American tenors during his prime, 
vying. with Caruso, a contemporary, 
and singing most of the Italian’s 
roles. His vocal career closed with 
the Chicago Opera Co, in the middle 
1920’s. . 


TOSC BACK 10 _ 
PHILHARMONIC 


Arturo Toscanini will return to 
conduct the N.Y. Philharmonic Or- 
chestra for the last two weeks of 
1941-42, the orchestra’s 100th anni- 
versary season. Conductor last 
batoned the Philharmonic April 29, 
1936, after having been associated 
with it for 11 years. 

Toscanini, now 74, will also direct 
the Philadelphia orchestra this sea- 
son in eight concerts. He will be 
heard with the Philharmonic be- 














Det. Symph-Union 
Discord Settled in 
Time for Opening 


Detroit, Oct. 21. 

Discord in the Detroit symphony 
orchestra was barely settled in time 
here for the scheduled opening last 
Thursday (17). Deadlock between 
the musicians union and the sym- 
phony management—with the for- 
mer wanting the season here upped 
to 26 weeks to conform with other 
symphony groups throughout the 
country—was settled the day before 
the opening, when the 81 members 
.were granted an added week, 22 in 
all. 

No solution of the deadlock here 
had been found until C. W. Van 
Lopik, representing the Masonic 
Temple Association, offered to un- 
derwrite the $7,000 required for the 
added week. 


TOKATYAN PETITIONS 








U.S. Opera Cos. in Provisional Pacts 
With Alien Singers, But Native Curbs 
Prevent F ulfillment Due to the War 





+ 


Union City Opera Gets 
Under Way in March 


A new opera company is being or- 
ganized in Union City, N. J., and will 
follow the setup adopted for operas 
last year in Trenton. Stars will be 
brought in for principal roles, 
chiefly from the Metropolitan, and 
the first of the three operas will be 
presented in March. Tentative plans 
call for ‘Magic Flute,’ ‘Traviata’ and 
‘Faust.’ , 

Thomas Martin, conductor, is gen- 
eral manager, and Michael De Pace 
is casting director of the company. 


CINCY SYMPH IN 
DEAL LIFTING 
RADIO BAN 


Cincinnati, Oct. 21. 

Lifting its ban on radio, the Cin- 
cinnati symphony orehestra has ne- 
gotiated with WSAI for broadcasts 
of its Saturday night concerts dur- 
ing its 47th season which opened 
last week. The symphony is directed 
by Eugene Goossens. Initial airing 
was the world premiere of Jaromir 
Weinberger’s ‘Lincoln Symphony.’ 
James D. Shouse, general manager 
of Crosley stations, also arranged for 
broadcasts of the weekly concerts 
by WLWO, Crosley’s international 
shertwaver, and the 15 stations of 
the Cadena Radio Inter-Americanan 
network. Each week the broadcast 
will be dedicated to a different coun- 
try in South America. Time is from 
8:30 to 10:45, EST. 


Traubel Opens Duke 
Monthly Series Nov. 3 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 21. 

Duke University’s 1941-42 concert 
series will be inaugurated at Dur- 
ham on Nov. 3 by Helen Traubel, 
Met soprano. 

Audiences at Duke will be treated 
to a performance by a top-flight art- 
ist or group of artists each month 

















FOR BANKRUPTCY, N.Y. 
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Tokatyan, 43-year-old} 
of the Met since 1922,) 
filed a voluntary petition of bank-| 
the New York federal | 
court recently, listing liabilities of 
$7,862 and assets of $15,150. Assets 
consist of $15,000 in insurance poli- 
cies which cannot legally be attached. 

Tokatyan originally filed a petition 
1940, but that was dismissed 
since a previous petition, filed almost 
six years previously, had not elapsed. 

The tenor lists himself as unem- 
ployed and says he earned $7,175 in 
1939 and $10,000 in 1940, This year 
he is booked with Charles Wagner’s 
touring ‘Barber of Seville’ company 
Met appearances and 


Armand 


tenor 


ruptcy in 


Havana Schedule 





Havana, Oct. 21. 

Pro-Arte Musical Society an-| 
nounces a schedule which will bring 
Curtis Institute’s Saperton from 


The recitals of Grandjany-Le Roy, 
slated for Oct. 26, have been post- 
poned until Nov. 5. 

Others are Vladimir Horowitz, 
Dec. 11; Met’s Helen Traubel, Jan. 2; 
Sacha Gorodnitski, Jan. 27 and 29; 
Lily Pons, Feb. 12; Yehudi Menuhin, 
Feb. 26; La Argentina, March 18, and 
Ezio Pinza, May 4. 

During April the Society also will | 
present a »allet under the direction | 
of Alexandra Denisova and Alberto 
Alonso, and a Spanish ballet with 
Ana Maria soloist. Jascha Heifetz | 








will appear with the Philharmonic | 


Apri! 20. ; 
All recitals are at the Auditorium. 


| Manager, 


during the winter. Vronsky and 
Babin, duo-pianists, will be heard 
Dec. 8, the Philadelphia Orchestra 
is to return for its fourth consecutive | 
annual concert on Jan. 30; on Feb. 10 | 
the San Carlo Opera company is to | 
give a performance of Bizet’s “Car- 
men,’ with Coe Glade in the title | 
role; then the Ballet Russe de Monte | 
Carlo will come on March 6 to give | 
its fifth dance recital on the cam- | 
pus stage. 





Kotanyi Plans Concert 
Dedicated to Mozart) 


Gustave Kotanyi, Viennese concert | 
who put on a program en-| 
titled ‘Masters of Viennese Music’| 
at Carnegie Hall New York, last} 
winter, will present a concert at the | 
same hall Dec. 19 with the N.Y. Phil- | 
harmonic orchestra under conductors | 
of that organization 

Concert will be dedicated to the| 
150th anniversary of the death of} 
Mozart, and the composer’s eta 
‘The Theatre Director’ will be pre-| 
sented in the second half of the con-| 
cert, with, it is planned Met stars in| 
guest roles.” Kotanyi in February| 
will also present Johann Strauss’s| 
‘Die Fledermaus’ in English at one 
of the Shubert theatres in N.Y. 
Robert Stolz will conduct and casting 
is being set now. 





Kiepura’s Dates 


Jan Kiepura, after singing three 
operas in Puerta Rico on Oct. 22, 
leaves for Mexico City, arriving 
there Oct. 26. He sings four con- 
certs Nov. 6, 8, 9 and 13 before fly- 
ing to Youngstown, O., for the open- 
ing of his U. S. concert season. 

Kiepura will sing in ‘Tosca’ op- 
posite Grace Moore in Chicago Nov. 
19. 











A large list of operatic singers in 
Europe have been contacted by opera 
companies in this country including 
the major three, the Met, Chicago, 
and San Francisco troupes as well 
as by local concert and operati¢ 
managers, All the singers are being 
placed under as, if and when con- 
tracts. Failure of these vocalists to 
secure visas to come to America has 
hurt opera and concert considerably, 
but should the war end, the U.S. and 
South America will be flooded with 
European talent, now chafing at the 
bit in their native lands. 


The influx of these singers, about 
75 in number who are known to be 
under promised contracts, would al- 
most entirely eliminate  less-ex- 
perienced and neophyte American 
artists as well as cause some trepida- 
tion to a great many better-known 
American singers who have been 
feasting during the European famine. 

Singers who have these contracts 
are: Ester Rethy, Hungarian lyrie 
soprano; Franz Volker, German dra- 
matic tenor; Tianna Laemnitz, Ger- 
man dramatic soprano; Giuseppe 
Lugo, Italian lyric tenor; Alessandro 
Valente, Italian lyric tenor; Galliano 
Masini, Italian dramatic tenor; Todor 
Mazarov, Bulgarian dramatic tenor; 
Luigi Fort, Italian lyric tenor; 
Beniamino Gigli, Italian lyric tenor; 
Ebe Stignani, Italian contralto; Gina 
Cigna, Italian dramatic soprano; 
Maria Caniglia, Italian dramatic so- 
prano; Germaine Lubin, French dra- 
matic soprano; Ferdinand Ansseau, 
Belgian dramatic tenor; Giacomo 
Lauri-Volpi, Italian dramatic tenor; 
Mafaldo Favero, Italian lyric so- 
prano;Gianna Pederzini, Italian con- 
tralto. 


Also Margherita Carosio, Italian 
coloratura soprano; Maria Carbone, 
Italian lyric soprano; Iris Corradetti, 
Italian lyric soprano; Ettore Nava, 
Italian baritone; Francesco Merli, 
Italian dramatic tenor; Iva Pacetti, 
Italian lyric soprano; Armando Bor- 
gioli, Italian baritone; Giovanni 
Malipiero, Italian lyric tenor; Piero 
Pauli, Italian dramatic tenor; Carlo 
Tagliabue, Italian baritone; Vina 
Bovy, French coloratura soprano; 
Giacomo Vaghi, Italian bass; Pedro 
Mirassou, Brazilian dramatic tenor. 

Also George Cathalat, French lyrie 
tenor; Fanny Heldy, French dramatic 
soprano; Jeannie Micheau, French 
lyric soprano; Eide Norena, Nor- 
wegian lyric soprano; Sabine Offer- 
man, German dramatic soprano; 
Editha Fleischer, German lyric so- 
prano; Rosetta Pampanini, Italian 
lyric soprano; Felice Huni-Michat- 
check, Czech dramatic soprano; Lily 
Djanel, French contralto; Julius 
Patzak, Austrian lyric tenor; Louisa 
Willer, German contralto; Karl Rehe 


kemper, German baritone; Julius 
|Poelzer, German dramatic tenor; 
Elizabeth Feuge, German lyric so- 


prano; Carl Erb, German lyric tenor; 
Erna Berger, German coloratura so- 
prano; Helge Roswange, German dra- 


matic tenor; Gertrude Runge, Gere 
man dramatic soprano; Joel Berg- 
lund, Swedish baritone; Erna Sack, 


German coloratura soprano; Martial 
Singher, French baritone; and Richard 
Tauber, Austrian lyric tenor. 

Many of these have been heard in 
the U.S. before and a number have 
been members of the Metropolitan 


|in the past, 





PETRILLO IN COURT 
OCT. 24 IN AFM SUIT 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
will be examined in N, Y. supreme 
court before trial Oct. 24 on 22 out 
of the requested 45 questions submit- 
ted by the American Guild of Musi- 
cal Artists. Justice Julius Miller 
ordered the examination, with all 
necessary books and records, on 
Thursday (16). 

AGMA is seeking an injunction 
against Petrillo, to prevent him from 
carrying out a threatened edict to 
bar AGMA instrumentalists from the 
air, recordings and concert appear- 
ances unless they resigned and joined 
the AFM. 





Patricia Travers, 13-year-old vio- 
linist and Paramount Pictures con- 
tractee, will make concert appear- 
ances in Boston, Chicago and Min- 
neapolis this year. 
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Philly's Ritz, Warwick Hotels In Stiff 


Competition for Show Crowd’s Biz 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 

There's a full-dress feud going on 
in Philadelphia between the Ritz- 
Carlton and Warwick hotels over the 
theatrical biz—and no holds barred 
Both sides are outdoing each other 
in handing out bait to theatrical and 
yaude names, both from the publicity 
value and the revenue that stage folk 
bring to a hostelry. 

Time was when the Warwick got 
practically all the topflight snow | 
people when they came to town. 
Whenever there was an interview in | 


the dailies, the fact that it took place | 
in a ‘palatial suite at the Warwick’ | 

was prominently mentioned. But | 
about 18 months ago a new regime} 
took over the operation of the Ritz 
and a determined effort was made to 


get the stage trade. Jack Hardy. 
assistant manager, was appointed | 
emissary to the show folk. He | 


journeyed to New York and inter- 
viewed units in rehearsal, offering | 
special rates and other concessions 
and signed up quite a few. In addi- 
tion all stage, radio and band stars 
appearing at the Earle were sort of 
duty-bound to check in at the Ritz 
because the Albert M. Greenfield in- 
terests which hold a chunk of Stan- 
ley-Warner stock also control the 
Ritz. 

The fact that William Goldman, 
ex-Warner exec and now a bitter 
enemy of the chain, is a supervising 
director of the Warwick, doesn’t help 
the relationship between the two 
hotels any, either. In addition, the 
Ritz ballyhooed the fact that it was 
closer to the theatrical district. 

The Warwick’s management, al- 
though refusing to admit thai it was 
losing any business, has also started 
a high pressure sales campaign. Last | 
week the hotel instituted a radio| 
program, ‘Luncheon at the Warwick,’ | 
over KYW, at which the hotel’s| 
prominent guests and customers at 
the cocktail lounge are interviewed. 
This is handed out to legit managers 
as good promotion bait for their | 
shows. 

The Warwick is also stressing its | 
‘exclusiveness, good food and class} 
in selling its service to stage names. 

Currently the entire cast of George | 
Jessel’s ‘High Kickers’ is stopping at | 
the Ritz. 


Ft. Worth to Vote on 2256 
Allocation That Would | 


Preserve Casa Manana 


| 








tlast week 


Fort Worth, Oct. 21. 

City Councilmen on Wednesday 
(15) decided to call an election to 
decide if the people of Fort Worth 
want to spend $225,000 to make Casa 
Manana a permanent structure, Date 
of the election is yet to be fixed but 
likely will be Nov. 15. i 

Casa Manana, open air cafe-theatre 
came into existence with the Texas 
Centennial celebration in 1936 and} 
flourished for three years as an 
attendance-getter but not as a 
money-maker. Billy Rose directed} 
for the first two years and Saily| 
Rand danced there the first year. 
Business men who underwrote the 
theatre to attract visitors to this 
city were heavy losers and for three 
years have left the wooden structure 
go dark. The building, now swaying 
under the attack of termites, will) 
soon be lost unless it is reconditioned 
engineers have reported. 

Because the Casa Manana 
be turned into a recreation center 
especially for soldiers, a _ federal 
grant to augment the $225,000, if 
voted, is possible, leaders of the proj- 
ect say. 





area may | 





Toledo Nitery Operator | 


|in a Sabbath violation case in Com- 


Gets License Suspension 


Toledo, O., Oct. 21. | 


Charging that he furnished inde- 


of Liquor Control has suspended the 
night club permit of James Karas, 
proprietor of the Kentucky Klub 
here, for 60 days, beginning Oct. 10. 

Kara was cited after he had been | 
warned by state liquor inspectors to | 
tone down the dance of Ada Broc- 
kett, 23, billed as ‘Zorita,’ prior to her 
arrest by Toledo police officers and 
convicted in Toledo municipal court. ! 


| federal 
| combers, Inc., 


|} ing it, 
jis claimed 


| where 


|New York City, 


| pointed 





‘Hollywood Beachcomber 
Again Sues N. Y. Nitery 


Cora I. Sund, doing business as 
Don Beachcombers Cafe, Hollywood, 
filed suit Thursday (16) in N. Y. 
court against Club Beach- 
Joseph Moss, Mildred 
and Deane Ramsey and Abraham 
and Martin Binder charging the de- 
fendants with unauthorized use of 
| the name ‘Beachcomber,’ and ‘de- 
| liberate’ attempts to imitate plain- 
tiff’'s business methods. A similiar ac- 
tion against Monte Proser, Walter 
Batchelor and the Beachcomber 
| Restaurant in May 1941 resulted in a 
victory for the plaintiff, and an in- 
junction being granted. 

Plaintiff acquired the restaurant it 
operates in Los Angeles in July 1935, 
| has spent over $100,000 in ea 
and grosses $250,000 yearly, 
Defendants opened br 
1634 Broadway (Winter Garden The- 
atre Bldg.), same spot formerly oc- 
cupied by Proser, An injunction, ac- 
cording of profits and damages aré 
sought. 


AGVA Slates 


Upstate N. Y. 
Pay Reform 








American 
| Artists is to ‘clean up’ conditions in 
| Rochester, Syracuse and Buffalo, 
salaries for performers are 
reputedly at a below-living stand- 
ard. According to reports reaching 


The 


state cities are getting as low as $25 
weekly in some niteries, while 


Professor Maji, once president of 
AGVA’s Detroit local, has been ap- 
national representative and 
left Monday night (20) for a tour 
of the upstate New York cities. He | 


| will report to the national board on | 


conditions there and it’s probable 
another AGVA branch will 
up in those localities. 
Under consideration also 
AGVA locals in Baltimore, Wash- | 
ington and Seattle. Other AGVA 
ocals are reported to be ‘in good 
shape’ by Gerald Griffin, national 
executive secretary, who returned 
from a midwest tour of 
union’s offices 
While out, Griffin se nted Ar- 
thur Kaye, veteran performer, exec- 
utive ecretary of the Cl leveland 
branch in place of Charles De Haven, 
recently resigned. 


‘Entrapment Methods’ 
Flayed by Philly Jurist 


On Cafe Rum Violation 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
ig time nitery owners 
because their business 


For a lor 


ave burned 


was the only one singled out for 
prosecution by the authorities fo: 
violating the Sabbath curfew. Other 
establishments openly ignore the 
| Sunday closing law without hin- 


irance, they say, but let a cabar t 
taproom keep open past Satur- 
lay midnight, then the joint is raided 
und heavily fined and, in 
its license revoked 
Recently, the Pennsylvania Caba- 
ret Owners Assn., tried to do some- 
thing about it and gained a partial 
victory. Charles Solit, attorney for 
the group, won a not-guilty verdict 


ad 


some cases, 


mon Pleas Court. Defendants were 
Max Kaliner, one of the four broth- 


| ers operating the Little Rathskeller, 
eent entertainment, the Ohio meee | 


and two bartenders charged with 
selling liquor after the regular cur- 
few. Under cross-examination by 
Solit, the detectives admitted that 
| nine of them were in the Rathskeller 
for the purpose of making a buy for 
evidence. Then Solit brought out 
that there were only nine persons at 
the Rathskeller bar—all told—when 
the arrests were made. 

Judge Byron S. Milner, presiding, 


Guild of Variety | 


teams in those up- | 


sin- | 
'gles are doing well if getting $15. 


be set | 


are new | 








JEAN SABLON 
Now Appearing at 
Persian Room, Plaza Hetel 
New York 
RENEWED FOR 8 WEEKS 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Direction: Irving Lazar 








/NEWK VAUDER 
TO FULL WEEK 


The Adams, Newark, in the Adams 
Bros.-Paramount pool, which has 
been playing stageshows Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, goes to a full 
-week Oct. 31, when’ Erskine 
Hawkins and the Inkspots open there. 

The Par, also in the Adams-Par 
group, will continue with double 
features. 








Ft. Wayne’s Weekend Vaude 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Oct. 21. 
Quimby’s Palace has booked band- 
shows for several coming weekends. 





|9 to 12; Shep Fields’ 
|George White’s 
27; Henry Busse’s 
| Nov. 2. 


band, Oct. 17-19; 
‘Scandals,’ Oct. 24- 
orch, Oct. 30- 


Fine’s Unit for Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 21. 
‘Jumbo Circus Revue’ 
open the new 
the Oriental when it re- 

stage shows Oct. 24. 


Jack Fine’s 
unit will 
| policy for 
i turns to 


attraction of Blackstone unit 
| Major Bowes unit. 


and 


‘Nat thniive Asks 106 
From 2 Troupes, Agent, 


| Charging Pact Breach 


| 


| Nat Nazarro, agent, filed suit 
Wednesday (16) in N. Y. Supreme 
Court against Ersilio, Ebe, Wilhelm, 
| Eugenio, Rosita and Hermine Hoff- 
|man, known as the Six Hoffmans; 
| the § Six 7 illys and James Picchiani, 

the Hoffmans and the Wil- 


and Pice- 


ct irgin 
ly with breach of contract 
breach. 


|chiani with inducing the 
Nazarro claims he signed the de- 
fendants in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
1939, and was to represent them the- 
| atrically for the 1940-41 season. 
| It is alleged that Picchiani, 

with Nazarro, induced 


worked the 








ooeeees | 


The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recailing the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of Oct. 21, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Although there were but eight acts listed in the vaudeville section of 
the current Palace bill, it ran three hours and 16 minutes Monday night. 
“The Idle Class’ stretched the show out another 21 minutes. The reason 
for stringing out the vaudeville was because of the length of several of 
the acts. Eddie Buzzell & Co. ran 34 minutes; Irene Bordoni, 25; Pauli 
Whiteman, 28; Bert Fitzgibbons, 23; Billy Glason, 21; Rolls & Royce, 12, 
and the Pender Troupe, 13. 

It was a field night for show-stoppers and speech-makers. Even the 
opening turn, the Bob Pender Troupe, received a couple of legitimate cur- 
tains with more than sufficient to have called for a minute or two of 
jockeying which they passed up. The turn was with the Barnum & Bailey- 
Ringling show the past circus season. It’s a combination of acrobatics, 
dancing and clowning, the latter bringing into play 10 members of the 
troupe on graduated stilts, running from a dwarf to a 20-footer, each wear- 
ing carnival false faces. There is a song by a girl at the opening which 
means about as much as any of the other songs in acrobatic acts. A 


| travestied Russian dance, some individual contortion and acrobatic stunts 


| by one of the men and some excellent team formations established the 





Brenda and Cobina and Ada 
|Leonard’s 17-piece girl orchestra 
played Oct. 3-6; Benny Meroff’s | 


‘Funzafire’ show was booked for Oct. | 


| the orchestra got off on the wrong foot. 


turn as an unusual act of its type. 

Rolls & Royce were second with various styles of dancing. If there ig 
anything in the line of applause-jockeying tricks the team has overlooked, 
it just hasn’t been done. They're good dancers, and the crowd recognized 
that, also falling readily for the applause prods. The team speeched it, 
the returns nicely manipulated permitting the oratory. 

The show was now going along like a breeze, the Rolls-Royce dancing 
having inserted a dash of speed that Eddie Buzzell & Co. caught on the 
wing and maintained without a let-up during their session. ‘A Man of 
Affairs,’ written by Dan. Kusell, exemplifies the new type of vaudeville 
comedy act at its best. There are frequent scenic changes to relieve the 
eye and a steady stream of laughs arising from comedy situations and 
dialog built to order for vaudeville. To be sure, there is a dash of rem- 
iniscent stuff kere and there in the table scene and other business, but it’s 
interpolated so deftly as to go unnoticed in the general ensemble. Buzzell 
has outgrown his song and dance days, and is now a full-fledged light 
comedian. The act goaled ’em, Buzzell being forced to a speech. 

Billy Glason, fourth, started off with a rush, made ’em giggle, laugh 
and yell alternately and generally whooped things up until he struck a 
snag largely of his own making. In starting one of his songs Glason or 
Whick: pulled the bone is a mat- 
ter of opinion. To some it appeared the orchestra was out of tempo with 
the singer. To others it sounded as if Glason had made a false start. Both 
were probably equally to blame, but Glason took it upon himself to pub- 
licly ‘call down’ the orchestra, a decidedly tactless move, regardless of 
whose fault the bad start should be charged to. Following the incident, 


Owen Jones, the Palace Leader, left the pit, reappearing a few minutes 
later. According to Jones he journeyed back stage and requested that 


|Glason publicly apologize. This Glason did at the conclusion of his act. 
|The whole affair was unnecessary and out of line. Glason went over 
very well, but would have gone better had he exhibited a better sense of 


| Showmanship. 


Week of Oct. 31 will have double | 


| their regular rep. and a bunch of encore numbers besides. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





| with flying honors. 
who/| a 


theatrical troupes not to go through } 
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with their 
$10,000 


contracts. at 
and an 
asked. 


umages of 


accoun ing on earn- 
ings are 


ACTORS’ FREE SHOWS 
DRAW CHI TA FIRE 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Theatre Authority has filed 
charges with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists against Chicago 
nitery performers Billy Carr and 
Jack Prince. 

Carr and Prince are charged with 
having participated in a ‘Celebrity 
Night’ gratis showing at the Brown 
Derby cafe without first having ob- 
tained clearance from TA. 





charged that the police were using 
entrapment methods in a ‘strained 
effort’ to halt Sunday sales. Solit 
moved that the jury be instructed to 
bring in a verdict of not guilty and 
was sustained. 





| 


Irene Bordoni, assisted by Leon Varvara (New Acts) closed the first 
vaudfilm | | half, and Karyl Norman (Creole Fashion Plate) opened the second. Mr. 
| Norman was one of the outstanding applause hits of the show. A gold 


cyclorama with a blue backing made about the most gorgeous setting seen 
around this or any other season. Norman’s style, voice and delivery have 
all improved remarkably since last here. He did six numbers and could 
have done more. Another speech by Norman swelled the oratorical record 
for the night. 

The Paul Whiteman band simply ran away with the house, playing out 
The Whiteman 
outfit runs to subdued harmonies with a variety of instruments that are in 
a class by themselves. The same may be said of the playing of the band. 
It bo ct home a hit that made the Palace tremble. 

Following all, Bert Fitzgibbons sailed right into ’em with his familiar 
nut comedy and stopped the show. He isn’t breaking strawhats any more 
and his bulb-smashing has been reduced to one. Fitzgibbons was the real 
old- tne variety, and it fitted in perfectly after the deluge of silken drops. 

The Palace sold out early Monday night, with the usual number of 
standees. Bell. 


"eas a ee Ridaiai Ask 


a Yanee AGVA Aid in Chicago On 
Pay Scale, Etc., in Cafes 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has been appealed to by Negro 
performers in the territory to set 


Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 21, 
Jim Wildenthaler, IATSE-ite from 
Sandusky, O., left the Will Rogers 
Did the trick in 
little 
Percy 


over a year. 


Wenrich, the songwriter, 


getting along great at Hotel Saranac. | up rules for control of the strictly 
May get his walking papers soon. black-and-tan niteries. AGVA execs 
Tudor Cameron, last reported | held a meeting with some 20 top 
|okay, is again bedding it with a Negro performers following this re- 
‘ic in St. Sue. quest and is sitting in to give them 


setbac 


every possible aid. 





Fritz affermé N ozoned . _ 
| j hae Rarer, wae . oe Colored musicians union has also 
here and in Rutland, Mass., fighting|}.., ; * satel dee 
=» velante ia Mavete. Sines een in on the cooperative meet- 
ik Regent oa ings to help establish a contract, a 
Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. William | scnle end. other temdbetions 
D. Navin, Schenectady, N. Y., for|> ~~ ep bia 
their continuous flow of reading 





matter to this actors’ colony. 

An outstanding feature of the Will 
Rogers is the recording talker of 
Harry Martin. Here is an ozoner 
who gives most of his curing time 
for the benefit of others, takes their 
gab on a disk and a week or so later 
replays same in the patients’ room, 
so getting them out of the mental 
rut. 


UNDER-AGE BEEF IN L’VILLE 


Smith Ordered to Release 
Minor in Chorus Line 





Bert 





Louisville, Oct. 21. 
State Department of Labor cracked 
down on the National, now playing 
stage shows, when they ordered Bert 


James Rickettes, from down Lou- | Smith last week to release Jean 
isiana way, holding up on nifty Burkhart, member of the 24-girl 


line, on account of her age. 


Department has been strict on the 
subject of employing children under 
16, and presented evidence that the 
dancer lacked eight weeks of being 
the required are to do.stage work. 


comeback. Likes this actors’ colony 
but claims that New Orleans is the 
capital of the world. 
Bob Cosgroves and Collin Tracy 
doing well at the Will Rogers. 
Write to those who are ill. 
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Artists Reps Assn., AGVA Start 


Moves for Closer Cooperation 





A move for closer cooperation be- 
tween the Artists Representatives 
Assn. of New York and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists entered 
the preliminary stages last week, 
when executive committees and at- 
torneys for both sides met in AGVA’s 
offices. I. Robert Broder, attorney 


for ARA, and Jonas T. Silverstone, 
AGVA’s counsel, will work out the 
details prior to a second conference. 


Both ARA and AGVA evidence 
the need for a more tangible work- 
jing relationship between the agents’ 
and actors’ organizations. AGVA 
claims many agents are continuing 
to sell non-AGVA acts, in violation 
of their franchises, while ARA 
maintains that AGVA itself doesn’t 
fully police its franchise system and 
that many AGVA members continue 
to do business through non-fran- 
chised agents. 

One of ARA’s proposals is that 
AGVA set up a franchise-fee sys- 
tem, something akin to that in op- 
eration by the Screen Actors Guild, 
with AGVA remitting the franchise 
fees back to ARA members because 
of the service ARA renders AGVA, 
frequently at ARA’s expense. Agents 
figure that AGVA could reimburse 
those costs by ‘exempting’ ARA 
members from a franchise fee, with 
the latter serving to put a closer 
rein on agency business dealings. 

Once before a _ franchise-at-a-fee 
system was proposed to AGVA and 
the latter’s national board passed it, 
put the idea was quickly dropped 
when a couple of agents threatened 
to bring the matter before the De- 
partment of Justice as being in re- 
straint of trade. 


DEMPSEY TO OPEN 506 - 





LOUNGE IN E. ORANGE 





East Orange, N. J., Oct. 21. 

Jack Dempsey will open a $50,000 
restaurant and cocktail lounge here 
within the next two months. Joe 
Howard, the ex-champ’s_ business 
manager, last week signed a six-year 
lease for the site of the proposed 
restaurant. 

Current plans call for the razing 
of two large apartment houses ad- 
joining the Dempsey site in order to 
provide for parking facilities. 


Harry Howard Cancelled 


Out; He’s a Non-AGVA 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 


both the Oriental here and the Riv- 
erside, Milwaukee, the Harry How- 
ard unit has been erased from 
Charlie Hogan’s booking sheet due 








| 
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Colosimo’s, Chi, Settles 
Pay Wrangle With AGVA 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Wrangle between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Colo- 
simo’s cafe was straightened out last 
week, with AGVA going to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board with 
a complaint against Colosimo’s 
when the cafe allegedly failed to 
live up to the terms of its AGVA 
agreement. 

Cafe is charged with having bulled 
its chorus girls to accept less than 
the wage minimum established by 
AGVA. Minimum set was $30, but 
the cafe is claimed to have paid the 
girls as little as $22. 


AGVA CENSURES 
SALLY RAND ON 
KY. BOOKING 


Sally Rand last Saturday (18 
spent a couple of hours trying to fan 
herself out of a threatened heavy 
fine and suspension by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists for her re- 
cent insistence in playing the Look- 
out House, Covington, Ky., which 
AGVA had placed on the ‘unfair list.’ 
The union had notified her of its nix 











jagainst the nitery. Miss Rand had 


reputedly aggravated the situation 
by using abusive language in telling 
off Bob Edwards, AGVA’s Cincinnati 
executive secretary, but she denied 
that. 

Miss Rand appeared Saturday be- 
fore AGVA’s executive committee, 
which in turn reported Monday (20) 
to the national board. The commit- 
tee recommended that Miss Rand be 
found ‘guilty.’ Board then slapped a 
$250 fine on the fanner, plus a six- 
month suspension, but the sentences 
were suspended for six months pend- 
ing her ‘good behavior.’ Should she 
again be brought up on charges in 
that period and adjudged guilty, the 
old sentence can be imposedg plus 
any additional levies and suspen- 
SIONS. 

Miss Rand told the executive com- 
mittee that she had been notified 
about the Lookout House only by 
‘telephone, telegram and letter.’ She 
insisted that in a case of that kind 
she shouldn’t be asked to follow any 
orders except those delivered in per- 


json by a high AGVA official. It was 
| pointed out to her that AGVA offi- 
After having been pencilled in for | 


| country 


to Howard's lack of standing with | 


the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists. 

Hogan, Warner booker in the mid- 
west, has full agreements with 
AGVA on a closed shop. 





Hartmans Delayed 
In Return to N. Y. 


Because their personal rep, Jack 
Bertell, Music Corp. of America, 
wants The Hartmans to return to 
New York this season with an en- 
tirely new repertoire, former is 
keeping them out-of-town longer. 
They were slated to open at the 
Waldorf-Astoria’s new Wedgewood 
Room Oct. 31, but Paul Draper has 
now been extended to Nov. 14 along 
with Sheila Barrett. Eddy Duchin 
continues indef. 

Hartmans may not hit N.Y. until 
after the first of the year. 


Fefe’s N. Y. Switch 


On the theory the Monte Carlo 
(N. Y.) customers don’t want enter- 
tainment with food, Fefe Ferry has 
eliminated the dinner show, and, in- 
stead, Russell Swann and LeRoy and 
Estelle, with the Ted Straeter, Phil 
D’Arcy and John Kirby bands, do 
their stuff only later at night. 

Latter switches over from the 
Monte Carlo Beach, adjacent nitery, 
On the late sessions. 








ischeduled date in the 


cials can’t go traipsing around the 
issuing orders in person. 
Miss Rand was in St. Louis when 
informed that the Lookout House had 
been declared ‘unfair’ and that she 
should not follow through with her 
roadhouse. 


| When she did open, Edwards called 
/on her, but the fanner refused to 





follow his orders to pull out of the 
show. 
‘Sentenced’ Monday 
At the same time as Miss Rand 
was ‘sentenced’ Monday, Miles In- 


galls, her agent, was ‘censured’ by | 


AGVA for his actions in Covington. 


Ingalls is an AGVA-franchised agent 

Soon after Miss Rand completed 
her date at the Lookout H@use, 
Jimmy Brink, the spot’s proprietor, 
came into N. Y. and reached an 
agreement with AGVA which tilted 
the chorus girls’ salaries in the spot 
from $35 to $40 weekly. Brink mad 
the deal when Morton Downey, 


AGVA’s president, refused to play | 
was on | 


the Lookout House while it 
the ‘unfair list.’ 

The Beverly Hills Country Club, 
opposition spot to the Lookout House, 
likewise signatured an AGVA agree- 
ment. This spot had been waiting 
on Brink before itself signing with 
the union. 


ICE PERFORMER FREED 
Buffalo, Oct. 21. 

Donald (Skippy) Wright, 27, ice- 
skater, drew a suspended 10-day 
sentence here on his guilty plea of 
running out on $65 hotel bill, after 
being held a week in local hoosegow 
awaiting trial. 

Wright paid $25 sent him by a 
friend and promised hotel to send 
the balance. The unpaid bill ran up 
during a stay here in ‘Ice Circus.’ 











Invitation to a Suit 


Ada Leonard, midwest strip- 
per, was invited by the Chicago 
Daily Times to write the review 
on Gypsy Rose Lee’s ‘G-String 
Murders.’ After Miss Leonard 
had accepted and had the review 
ghost-written and printed, she 
squawked and threatened to file 
suit against the paper. 

Objection was to the paper’s 
stressing of Miss Leonard’s rep 
as stripper, the gal claiming that 
she’s now strictly a band-leader. 











Shuberts Win 
Injunction On 


Models Tag 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 21. 
Acting on a complaint filed by 
April Productions, Inc., New York, 
subsidiary of the Shuberts’ Select 


Theatres Corp., Judge Paul N. 
Schaeffer in the county court here 
signed an injunction decree forbid- 
ding Frank Taylor from using ‘Art- 
ists and Models’ as the title of his 35- 
girl stage show, now on the rounds 
of houses in this locality. The act 
was booked into Max Korr’s recently 
reopened Capitol theatre, this city, 
for Thursday to Saturday night, Oct. 
16-18, on a program including a fea- 
ture film. 

Taylor, producing the stage show, 
agreed to abide by the injunction if 
it were made effective yesterday 
(Monday) because of the advertising 
investment already made for the 
booking in Reading. The Shuberts 
asserted, in their court petition, that 
Taylor’s use of the title was mislead- 
ing to the public. The Shuberts had 
used the ‘Artists and Models’ label 
for a musical revue. 








Geo. Jessel, Syndicate 
Reported Dickering For 
White’s Gay White Way 


Rumors have various persons dick- 
ering for the now-dark George 
White’s Gay White Way, on Broad- 
way, but no deals are definitely in 
the making. One report has George 
Jessel angling for the spot, while 
another has a syndicate headed by 
Bill Miller, agent, and Ben Lenhoff, 
concessionaire, contemplating taking 
it over. 

Major stymie, however, is the fact 
that any new lessor must assume re- 
sponsibility for around $20,000 worth 
of fixtures in the place. This is one 
of the debts left by White. Creditors 
have permitted the fixtures to re- 
main in the spot pending a possible 
deal with a new operator. 

Miller-Lenhoff plans, if and when 
they take over, include a _ grind- 
nitery scaled cheaply and probably 
called Crazy House. 





BELLE BAKER IN RENO 
TO DIVORCE SUGARMAN 


Reno, Oct. 21. 


|and producer, was 





Belle Baker, fresh from Pacific | 
Coast nitery engagements, checked 
in here Thursday (16) to obtain a | 
div ref n Elia E. Sugarman 
ind edit f the B ard, ¢ 
at 

ine vere na € € ¢ 
age Mi Baker se} ( 
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Ex-Chief of Philly AGVA 
Faces Union Expulsion 


~ | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 

Jimmy Walker, former prexy of 
the Philly local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, was sus- 
pended from membership last week 
by action of the executive board for 
alleged misuse of union funds while 
head of the local. Walker, a nitery 
m.c., was given 30 days in which to 
make restitution. Failure will mean | 
complete expulsion. The sum in- 
volved is said to total less than $100. 

Walker resigned as local prexy 
about three months ago while under 
fire. He gave as the official reason 
for resigning ‘the press of outside 
business.’ 





240) Service Workers Reach 
Compromise in Pitt Hotel Walkout 





Sunbrock Forced to Post 
2G Bond on St. L. Show 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

Larry Sunbrock, outdoor promoter 
forced by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
here to post a full bond to guarantee 
salaries before the union would per- 
mit its members to work an outdoor 
show in St. Louis, starting Sunday 
(19). Sunbrock has been involved 
a number of times on non-payoff 
rows. 

Arrangement was made through 
Tom Pache, listed as promoter of 
the St. Louis show, and for whom 
Sunbrock was stated to be working 
as producer. Bond exceeded $2,006. 


DEEK’ WATSON, 
OF INK SPOTS, 
BEATEN UP 


Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
Ivory (‘Deek’) Watson, tenor and 
leader of the Four Ink Spots, was 
badly beaten up in a fight with two 
sailors early Wednesday (15). His 
injuries were at first believed seri- 
ous enough to force the quartet to 








lay off for at least six weeks, but by | 


this weekend he had mended suffi- 
ciently so that he’ll be able to get 
back in harness this week. 

Watson, his white wife and a friend 
were in a roadside hamburger stand 
when the sailors entered and made 
slurring remarks about 
color. A fight ensued and Watson 
got the worst of it until police inter- 
vened. The sepia singer’s glasses 
were broken, one eye injured and he 
sustained a possible fractured knee. 

The sailors, Marvin Young and 
Frank Freud, were arraigned be- 
fore Magistrate John J. O'Malley and 
were turned over to Naval officials 
for punishment. 

The Ink Spots wound up their en- 
gagement at the Little Rathskeller 
Wednesday night, working as a trio, 
with Watson kept to his hotel bed 
under doctor’s care. 





H’wood Names Appear 
At K.C. Livestock Show 


Kansas City, Oct. 21. 

Don Davis, WHB prexy, took time 
out from his radio chores to line up 
the entertainment roster of the an- 
nual American Royal coronation ball 
last Saturday (18). Hollywood fur- 
nished Brenda Joyce, a one-time 
local model; Ruth Hussey, Buck 
Jones and Monte Montana. Morton 
Downey m.c. and bill was completed 
with Buster West and Lucille Page, 
Pritchard and Lord, Pyramid Girls 
and Woody Herman’s band. 

Affair is annual social event which 
touches off week of horse shows and 


| livestock exhibitions and kindred ac- | 
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Hearing Set on Writ 
To Snag Mass. Nitery 
Sprinegfi 1, Mass., Oct. 21 


»/ miitl 
Attempt of Frank D. Linnehan to 
Ope Sam’s Diner and Paddock, 


biggest Post Road nitery hereabouts, | i 


nas been stymied by petition for writ 
of certiorari brought by Arthur E. 
Peterson against the State Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission and 
the Springfield License Commission. 
Hearing is scheduled Oct. 27, Su- 
perior Court, Springfield. 

Peterson, Springfield fireman and 
tavern operator, alleges nine errors 
of law in granting a liquor license 
to Linnehan, doing business as 1396 
Boston Road, Inc. Sam’s Diner, Inc., 
was judged a bankrupt Oct. 9, 1939 
Since then, there has been much 
jockeying to get spot reopened. 
Peterson asks that license be re- 
voked and given to him. Before 
closing, diner booked local orches- 
tras and visiting floor shows. 


Watson’s | 


| Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 

| Pittsburgh’s costly hotel strike 
came to an end last Thursday morn- 
ing (16) when 2,400 American Feder- 
ation of Labor service employees 

| went back to work after a 15-day 

walkout. Unions had demanded 20% 
| blanket increase in pay but settled 
| for considerably less, hikes ranging 
| from 8% to 1612% in the lower sal- 
| aried brackets. Eight inns were im- 
| mediately reopened, William Penn, 
Roosevelt, Schenley, Fort Pitt, Pitts- 
| burgher, Henry, Keystone and Web- 
| ster Hall. 

Strike was not only a headache to 
| show people who were forced to stay 
| in the suburbs and at poorly-located 
| rooming houses, but was also a big 
| pain in the neck to the town in gen- 
eral. Niteries were particularly hard 
| hit since local cafes depend chiefly 
'on transients for their Monday-to- 

Friday trade and during hotel strike 
cabaret grosses dipped more than 
60%. 

At same time settlement was agreed 
on, the closed hotels announced an 
over-all increase of 10% in rates ex- 
|cept in case of high-priced suites, 
| Where hike is slightly less. Inns all 
|; comprise the Pittsburgh Hotels As- 
sociation and every one of them went 
|along, with smaller inns, which aren't 
| under jurisdiction of PHA, explain- 
ing that they were likewise consid- 
ering upping their rates but had 
made no fina) decision yet. 

Costly on Conventions 

Strike cost town flock of conven- 
tions, which had to be cancelled, and 
put number of dance bands on the 
temporary retired list. With reopen- 
ing, Skyliners went back to Roose- 
| velt’s Fiesta Room; Manuel Con- 
| treras’ orch resumed at Henry; Ken 
| Bailey outfit took up headquarters 
| at the Fort Pitt’s Norse Room: Frank 
|Andrini crew started at William 
| Penn just week after it had origi- 
| nally been slated to open and Billy 
Hinds’ band got its delayed opening 
lat Schenley’s Continental Room. 
Only break, and then a partial one, 
|}was for Wanda and Her Escorts. 
| Playing at William Penn’s Conti- 
| nental Bar all summer, their con- 
itract ran out just two days after 
| walkout got under way. 

Total wage increases for employees 
under terms of new contract will 
amount to around $215,000 a year. 
Workers had originally demanded a 
boost of virtually $263,000. They lost 
| $60,000 in wages, at $4,000 a day, dur- 
ling the 15 days they were out and 
loss to hotels was conservatively 
estimated at nearly $200,000 in gross 
receipts. 

Strike had been scheduled to end, 
according to reports from both camps 
last Tuesday at midnight but bare 
tenders local threw a monkey- 
wrench into the settlement when 
they voted down the hotels’ offer. 
However, they agreed to come around 
24 hours later, settling for $38.50 a 
week instead of the $40 they had de- 
| manded. 


HOPE DRAWS $7,700 














San Francisco, Oct. 21. 
Bob Hope is drawing big attend- 
lance at the San Francisco auto show. 
|Gate at the-Saturdoy afternoon (18) 
opening was light, but the crowd at 
ight was big. bringing the total 


. ar ¢ or 
STO for the day to $5,300, or $85 





Sunday afternoo1 (19) we very 
vith attendance at 4,500 and 
of $2,400. Comediar in on 

50-50 split deal and pay the other 

alent out of his en 

Unexpected incident Saturday was 

the demand of Vince Silk, represent- 
the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists, for two years’ back dues from 
| Hope and Jerry Colonna. Union of- 
| ficial said later that he had collected 
| $62 from the pair befere the first 
show. 


| 
} 


Niesen, Fio Rito Top 
Elko, Nev., Cafe Show 


Elko, Nev., Oct. 21. 

Gertrude Niesen. headlines the 
floor show with Ted Fio Rito’s or- 
chesira for eight days, opening Oct. 
25 and closing Nov. 1, in the Lounge 
of the Commercial hotel. 

Jack Marshall will front the show, 
returning here for the second time in 
a year by request of the westerners 
in this cattle and mining center 














FOR WEEKEND IN SF. 
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FOLIES BERGERE 


(KEITH’S BOSTON, BOSTON) 





Boston, Oct. 17. 

Gene Sheldon with Loretta Fischer, 
Little Fred and Football Dogs, Arren 
& Broderick, Lalage, Andre 
Ratouchett, Frances Urban, Helen 
Mae, Harald & Lola, John Leodvold, 
4 Algerians, Line (12), Showgirls 
(6); produced by Clifford C. Fischer; 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U}. 





Clifford C. Fischer's newest ‘Folies’ | pup act. 


unit, which had a three-day break- 
in at Worcester before coming in 
here, is cut in the same pattern as | 
his former, successful Frenchy units, 
but somehow it runs thin. While this | 
is particularly true in production | 


number that is easily one of the 
unit’s highlights. Harald and Lola 
contribute to the pallid French ai- 


mosphere two dance _ turns: an 
Apache which develops from a pro- 
duction number ‘to end all Apaches,’ 
and their w.k. snake dance that sel- 
dom fails to register as an outstand- 
ing novelty in its field. Couple have 
appeared here in several other 
‘Folies.’ and that latter number is no 
novelty to the regulars. 

Little Fred and his Football Dogs, 
deuce, get over, as usual because of 
| their unique twist and action for 4 
Four Algerians, tumbling 
troupe, add some verve to a produc- 
tion sequence entitled ‘Algeria.’ In 
this one. the costumes are best, and 
'an unbilled specialty dancer gives 
out some fascinating body maneuv- 
ers. Frances Urban, dancing violin- 


and scenic effects, compared to Fisch- | ist, and Helen Mae, singer, have fea- 


er’s usually high standard, the show 


also lacks a socko novelty act that | 


will send ’em out talking. However, 
the producer has already made one 
change since the troupe left Worces- | 
ter. Gene Sheldon has replaced | 
Johnny Burke, and the banjoist-pan- 


tomimist’s reception here rates as | 


best of the specialties. 


Coming midway in the lineup. 


ture bits in the opening production. 
While Fischer’s new ‘Folies’ is 
| somewhat disannointing as compared 
with his previous efforts, it can be 
presumed that the ace showman will 
| have it speeded up and embellished 
| to more impressive proportions be- 
fore it travels many more miles. 
| Midafternoon trade was excellent 
'when caught. Fox. 


Sheldon, when caught on the second | 


show, was faced by an apathetic 
house. Got a fair return on his 
straight and comedy banjo technique, 
but really scored in his pantomime 
with Loretta Fischer, which long has 
been surefire entertainment. Arren 
and Broderick, next to close, play 


hard at their familiar burlesque of | 


concert singing, but did not get far 
with the cool matinee mob. Nothing 
new in their turn, but there are 
| oad of laughs in it for the cus- 

mers who have never caught their 
routine before. 


Fischer has not shortchanged the | 


male oglers in the femme department, 
and the boys get frequent and gen- 

erous peeks at some impressive anat- 
omy through some very okay cos- 
tuming. At least two zippy chorus 
dance numbers would help the show, 

but there are none. Lalage, strong- 

arm aerialist, doing 40 one-arm pull- 
overs, gets across okay via some fin- 
ished showmanship and a figure that 
invites constant attention. 


Andre Ratouchett, a fast-working | 
and capable midget, is spotted thrice. | 
First he’s a sort of interlocutor in 
the opening production number, ‘Il- 
lusions of Paris,’ based on a minstrel 
theme; next he’s featured in a com- 
edy-drunk vocal; and in the finale 
Ratouchett, with three other midgets, 
socks over a _ toysoldier precision 


BRING ON THE DAMES 
| (BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 11. 
Page & Jewett, Hart & Allison, Joe 
Franklin, Glyn Mason, Jessie Gar- 
wood, Barron Bros., Line (7), Harry 
Shannon, Jr., band (6); ‘First Date” 
(U). 





Despite the fact that all costumes, 
scenery and musical instruments of 
this unit were destroyed this week 
in a fire while traveling. Sollie 
Childs’ ‘Bring on the Dames’ click 
niftily in borrowed trappings at its 
local showing. 

The dance team of Hart and Alli- 
son was best received and the crowd 
seemingly couldn't get enough of 
them. They’re on twice, first in a 
| standard ballroom turn with the line 
jand then back later to wow the 
{house with their burlesquing of 
acrobatic and Apache routines. 


| Page and Jewett are pleasing with 
la bang-up unicycle act, with Miss 
Jewett adding much with her rube 
| getup... Act moves along nicely and 
, | Page runs the gamut of cycle props 
| in demonstrating his dexterity on 
the one-wheelers. After a warm- 




















‘The Chandra Kaly Dancers 
are splendid in their 
studiedly emphasized dances 
in the Latin Tempo’—Mal- 


colm Johnson, THE SUN. 


‘The famous Chandra Kaly 
Dancers excite with their 
unusual, deft terpsichore- 


antics’—-NEW YORK SUN- 
DAY ENQUIRER. 














NOW APPEARING 


at the 


New Beachcomber 


New York's 
newest night club 
- sensation 





























The Critics Again Acclaim 


Ih 
UHANDRA KA 
DANGER 


CHANDRA * MOUNI 


* DEVANI 


‘The superlative Chandra 
Kaly Dancers for whom this 
department has gone into 
raves more than once’—Ted 


Friend, DAILY MIRROR. 


‘The Chandra Kaly Dancers 
in extraordinary numbers’ — 
William Hawkins, WORLD- 
TELEGRAM. 


‘Chandra Kaly and his two 
sisters is a topnotch act... 
they whammed at this view- 
ing’—Scho, VARIETY. 


‘The Chandra Kaly Dancers 
are the hit of this show’— 


Sol Zatt, BILLBOARD. 


‘Acclaim for the Chandra 
Kaly Dancers’—Ben Schnei- 
der, WOMEN’S WEAR. 


Exclusive Management 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


}up, he had house eating out of his 
| hand. 

Joe Franklin got nice response for 
his fast-moving dog act, in which he 
features three canines in balance 
stunts. 
and deft showmanship help strongly. 


‘Yours,’ ‘Hut Sut Song’ 
on My Mind,’ adding much to her 
appearance with a pleasing person- 
ality. She also sings "Give You My 
Word’ as background for a line pro- 
duction number. 

Barron Bros., hampered by the loss 
of their trampoline equipment in the 
fire, put on a brief hand-balancing 
act that was better than average 
fill-in. Glyn Mason, working with 
borrowed equipment, was pleasing in 
a standard xylophone act. The line, 
also hampered by loss of costumes, 
opened and closed with tamborine 
routines, and came on for a tap rou- 
tine in evening dresses in addition 
to the production number. Just. 


HAWAIIAN NIGHTS 
(STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Peterson, Three Ryans, Evelyn Wil- 


son, Charles Dixon and Pal, Line 
(10); ‘Broadway Limited’ (Rep). 





This is the smallest of small-time 
units, and being used to close the 
house to vaudfilm. After this week, 
the house goes straight film. It'll 
need plenty of time to let the cus- 
tomers forget this one. This is hail 
and farewell to vaude in spades. 

Unit will do all right in the small 
towns but to put it in a house which 
has played top acts, names and* 
shows is just show business murder. 
Not that the house won’t do business 
this week; this house always does 
business. But it still doesn’t belong 
in a metropolitan downtown theatre. 

Drop pieces are without meaning; 
costumes are dull and without imag- 
ination. Chorus line of 10 does noth- 
ing to inspire any sort of interest. 
They do a couple of hip-waggles to 
get the Hawaiian across and let it 
go at that. 

For the rest it’s a quartet of acts 
doing the best they can, which isn’t 
very good. Collins and Peterson re- 
treat still farther down the line in 
this item. 
of unfunny material. 

Wherever the Three 


from, that’s where they should re- 
turn, and immediately. Three guys 
with some hopeless attempts at 
comedy prattfalls for several long 


minutes. They then crowd around 
the microphone and come up with 
the poorest line of gags heard any- 
where outside of a Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Company show in Silo Center 
in 1882. 





songs and a novelty depicting a tipsy 
gal. Works hard and got it over to 
this audience. Neat looking and 
fresh in their routines are Don and 
Jane Ford. Little dancing team 
with good fresh, capable handling | 
and excellent dance results, they are 
easily best in the show. 
Dixon and his seal have 
around, but he’s done much 
| in the past. 


| uneasy when caught. Maybe he was 








some band), Bert Lynne is not in 
VARIETY’S New Act files. Electri- 
cal violin, around which he has con- 
structed this act, is his own inven- 
tion, according to claim 
stage. Lynne shows uncanny 
familiarity with all the facets of the 
instrument in getting startling sound 
effects and imitations. Topper is that 
of an air-raid, helped by lighting and 
| orc hestral effects. 

| ‘Belles of St. Mary’ is best 
| number ‘Aloah’ and ‘My Buddy’ 
| also fit his wired musical instrument. 
| His imaginary boat trip, with train, 
| harbor and boat sounds, is also good 
| He’s personable, but revision of his 
|patter would help because now too 
common-place. Wear. 





MARTINEZ and DALETA 
Dancing, Acrobatics 

7 Mins, 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Latin-American man and girl have 
something different in the way of 
head balancing and hand stands tied 
in with passable footwork. Latter 
is merely prelim and something on 
which to hang the gymnastics. Team 
is polished and okay for vaudeville 
| and niteries. 

Building from accepted hand- 
stands, here made different by the 
terpsing of both, no matter what 
difficult positions they assume, pair 
winds up with trim head-balancing. 
Male moves into almost every con- 
ceivable position, while the blonde 
miss.is standing on his head. Cli- 
max is his balancing of the girl on 
her cranium atop his head as he ef- 
fects a rhumba. Both are attrac- 




















tively garbed and clicko here 
Wear. 


Franklin’s rapid-fire patter | 


Jessie Garwood, vocalist, got over on | 
and ‘Georgia | 


Don and Jane Ford, Collins and | Kindly be advised that on and after 


They have the worst type | 


Ryans came | 


| Evelyn Wilson has a couple of | 


been | 
better | 
He seemed hurried and | 


surprised to find himself in this 
show. Gold. 
T 
New Acts 

BERT LYNNE 
Electrical Singing Violin 
8 Mins. 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Obviously around for the last 
three or four years (perhaps with | 


made on | 


legit | 









Continued from page l= 


| timed to especially make _ things 


easier for the Paramount § and 
Strand, on Broadway, major band- 
users, Strand opened Phil Spitalny’s 
all-girl crew (Friday (17), coupled 
with ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), and this en- 
gagement will run at least two 
weeks, while the Par opens a new 
show today (Wed.) including Johnny 
| Long’s orch. Film is ‘Nothing But 
the Truth’ (Par), Bob Hope starrer, 
and this is figured for at least three 
weeks, 


Petrillo’s fixing of a deadline had 
been expected for the past two 
weeks. His message to the agents 
read: 


‘Theatres wherein -traveling stage 
orchestras play will not sign Form 
B contract. While we are making 
very good headway in other classes 
of our business, we do not seem to 
be getting anywhere in theatres. 





Oct. 27 no traveling stage orchestra 
will be permitted to enter a thea- 
tre without the employer having 
signed Form B contract with the 
leader. Orchestras already on an 
engagement before Oct. 27, which 
may have a week or two on their 
engagement left to fulfill, should not 
be interfered with.’ 


Some of the agencies immediately 
notified the theatre booking offices 
of Petrillo’s ultimatum and that they 
wouldn’t be able to deliver bands 
after Oct. 27. 


Jules C. Stein, head of Music 
Corp, of America and currently in 
New York, will make an effort to 
reach some sort of a settlement with 
Petrillo. He is expected to confer 
with the union prexy today (Wed.). 
It’s expected that Barney Balaban, 
president of Paramount, and pos- 





sibly a high Warner Bros. executive 
will join in the discussions. 


| $10,000 1-Niters 


————e Continued from page lee 
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a night gross was fathered by a tour 
Kyser took through Texas early this 
year. In eight dates in that terri- 
tory, doing his concert one-half the 
evening, then clearing patrons out 
and charging another admission for 
| dance, the band netted $40,000 as its 
end. In other words its gross for the 
| eight days was around that $10,000 
per. 

Though Kyser’s schedule is being | 
laid out to hit that 10G-and-over | 
mark wherever possible, the money | 
}angle, as far as the leader himself | 
is concerned, is secondary to his de- | ; 
sire to put himself in a_ position | 
where as many people as possible | ny 
will be able to catch him. It’s | 
pointed out that if the coin were 

| 
| 


of paramount importance Kyser | 
| wouldn’t be playing that 40c matinee | 
at Baltimore, for kids only. Of 
course, in aiming at big audiences, 
big grosses follow. 


ee 
Earl Brent and Len- 


| nie Hayton are handling musical de- 


tails for ‘Ballad for Americans,’ at 
| Metro. 


Dave Snell, 





| band and a floor show 
| Room. 


O'Dwyer, N.Y. Mayoralty _ 
Candidate, Praised For 
Refusing to Pass Pickets 


William O’Dwyer, district attorney 
of Brooklyn currently opposing 
Mayor LaGuardia in the New York 
mayoralty election, is getting a spe. 
cial letter of thanks from the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists for his 
refusal last week to pass AGVA's 
picket line in front of the Park Cen- 
tral hotel. O’Dwyer was scheduled 
to address a political meeting at the 
P. C. but ‘forgot’ the date rather 
than pass the pickets. 

AGVA’s ‘strike’ against the P. Cy 
which refuses to sign an agreement 
with the actors’ union, is also caus- 
ing bitterness between AGVA and 
Local 802 of the musicians union. 
The musicians have been passing the 
picket lines, though both AGVA and 
802 are members of the central la- 
bor council in N. Y. One AGVA of- 
ficial paints it as a ‘complete breach 
of faith’ by the musicians. 


Plenty Entertainment 
For Texas Fair Visitors 


Dallas, Oct. 21. 

Visitors to the Texas State Fair, 
which closes Oct. 25, have plenty of 
entertainment on and off the spa- 
cious grounds. Orrin Tucker and 
Bonnie Baker, with a floor show, are 
packing ’em in at Cafe Esplanade, 
managed by George T. Smith who 
for years managed Fort Worth’s 
Casino, 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ is play- 
ing to turnaway crowds at the 
Fair Auditorium. Nick Stuart’s or- 
chestra and a floor show have 
opened at the Adolphus hotel's 
Hawaiian Century Room. The Baker 
hotel is presenting Freddy Nagel’s 
in its Mural 























Young 9 Arthur Boran, 
Master Ceremonies, 
mimic comedian .. . 
cream of the Broadway 
crop.—Danton Walker, 
N.Y. Daily News. 


ART BORAN 


Held Over for a Sixth We «, Apvcearing ~ 


BEACHCOMBER CLUB 


BALTIMORE, MD. 





+ 
Alse Presenting His Noted Impersonations 
Miehtly 


SHOREHAM HOTEL 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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Dir.: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS 
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VERSAILLES, N. Y. 





‘Versailles Fantasy’ conceived and 
mage © Marjery Fielding; featur- 
ing Mili Monti, Frances Mercer, Jean 
Cavall, The Barrys (2), Marion 
Chandler, 6 Ver-Sighs (Mary Lou 
Bentley, Mira Stephans, Kay Buck- 
ley,, Joyce Ring, Eleanor Moore, 
June Sevier); costumes, Miles White 
(Mme. Bertha); songs, Marjery 
Fielding and Charles Barnes; orches- 
trations, Buck Warnick; Maximilian 
Bergere (8) and Panchito (6) or- 
chestras; $2.50-3.50 (Sat.) minimum. 





Nicholas D. Prounis and Arnold G. 
Rossfield, to give them their polite 
handles on the occasion of this svelte 
revue, have inducted a new policy 
into the Club Versailles. Plenty of 
show is packed into the 40-minute 
dinner frolic, as it was unfolded on 
jts premiere last week. Five acts, 
Mili Monti, Frances Mercer, Jean 
Cavall, The Barrys (2) and Marion 
Chandler, head up the ‘Versailles 
Fantasy,’ as it’s billed, but equally 
otent on the draw are those six 
ookers billed as the Ver-Sighs. 

It’s a pulchritudinous corps that 
may assume Floradora Sextet pro- 
portions, especially if the intra-trade 
word-of-mouth plus the columnar 
lugging, mean anything. Already 

inchell has taken the spot to his 
typewriter in an intensive manner 
aralleling his plugging of Chez 
Billingsley, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ et al. 

For the Versailles management, 
the switch into what, basically, is a 
de luxe Hollywood-Paradise (restau- 
rant) type of show is an emergency 
measure born of a paucity of names. 
Committed to costly acts, in the past, 
Nick and Arnold found themselves 
fresh out of marquee material. For 
that matter, they are doing some- 
thing of a road company, with Mili 
Monti, Frances Mercer and The 
Barrys who have been around. 
However, they’re names not com- 
arable to the costly Holtz-Richman- 
Mucker-Joe E. Lewis catalog hereto- 
fore presented. 

Show is very nostalgic on the 
Frenchy keynote, which is right in 
tune with the always attractive 
Gardens of Versailles decor of this 
East 50th street nitery. NBC’s Jean 
Cavall, marking his N. Y. cafe debut, 
is at the vocal helm, doing inci- 
dental singing in the main; as does 
Frances Mercer, who heretofore has 
held down solo spots. Mili Monti 
alone gets anything approximating 
spotlighting. The Marjery Fielding 
staging calls for tempo and compact- 
ness, so as to forfend any individual 
opportunities. Cavall, per se, doesn’t 
do an act; he merely is the focal juve 
interest, a somewhat youngish tenor 
(around 22, actually) whose Jean- 
sablonesque moustache doesn’t 
achieve to the idea of adding to his 
years. 

The room has been revamped to 
allow for a miniature stage, back of 
the podium, from whence the six 
lookers make somewhat breath-tak- 
ing entrances. They’ve been smartly 
accoutred by Miles White, whose 
costume derigning has lately gotten 
considerable Broadway attention 
(notably George Abbott’s ‘Best Foot 
Forward’), and the girls wear their 
Mme. Berthe-executed gowns like 
the couturiers’ emissaries used to do 
at Longchamps and Auteuil in yes- 
teryear Paris. From a ‘before the 
war’ Frenchy opener, the routine 
goes into ‘Made in America,’ with a 
topper about the girls who too would 
like to be made in America. 

_ Marion Chandler, with characteris- 
tic midinette getup, essays a dance 
interlude, but it’s the hard-working 
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FOLLOWING A SENSATIONAL 
ENGAGEMENT 


Y weeks at the 


RAINBOW ROOM 
NEW YORK 





Currently 
LOEW’S STATE 
NEW YORK 
* 

Grateful Appreciation to 


SIDNEY PIERMONT, MILES 
INGALLS and JOE FLAUM 











j hand. 


Barrys, mixed couple, with their as- 
sortment of legmania, who wind up 
with the boff of the evening. They 
came to attention over a year ago 
when Monte Proser had ’em at his 
Beachcomber and they’re still fresh 
for production plucking with their 
unusual terp work. 

Another production flash is the 
“Major's Waltz,’ a tuneful ditty. Mili 
Monti’s separate entrance from the 
front, rather than down the stage 
Staircase, incorporates ‘Vive La Vie, 
Vive l'Amour,’ ‘Mood I’m In,’ ‘If You 
Speak French’ (switch on ‘Darling, 
Je Vous Aime Beaucoup’) and ‘Coo 
Coo.’ Other songstress, Frances 
Mercer, usually photogenic and cap- 
able of holding down her own spot, 
is merely filler material. 

Policy is a different presentation 
at supper so as to encourage hold- 
Over trade, and the specialists are 
supposed to get fuller opportunities 
at the supper sessions. 

Unit is slated to remain 12 weeks 
and then go out on tour as a vaud- 
film presentation, where it’s bound to 
clean up. It’s a winner also at the 
cafe. Floor show is in line with a 
marked new trend in New York 
that is veering cafe entertainment 
back to more elaborate entertain- 
ment. For $2.50 minimum ($3.50 on 
Saturday) it’s a class buy. Abel. 


SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. 





Hildegarde, Bob Grant orchestra 
(7); $3.50 and $4 minimum. 





Hildegarde, back at the Hotel 
Savoy-Piaza’s Cafe Lounge, on a six- 
month commitment, is playing her 
annual stock engagement and brings 
back a completely new repertoire 
and a_ boxoffice-stimulating act. 
The No. 1 draw at this swank spot, 
and among the topflight first six in 
cafe attractions, Hildegarde’s un- 
precedented $3.50 and $4 minimum 
tariff speaks for itself. All that this 
room offers are the chanteuse and 
Bob Grant's zingy septet—and the 
walls bulge almost the same on 
Mondays and weekends. 

By special dispensation, Cole 
Porter’s new songs from his soon-due 
‘Let’s Face It’ are being introduced 
by Hildegarde, and if ‘Everything I 
Love’ and ‘I Hate You, Darling’ are 
any criteria, the songsmith has a 
smash score. 

Miss Hildegarde, a cinch for pro- 
duction material and pictures, has 
become quite a relaxed diseuse, easily 
handling her customers with the ease 
and poise that mark an _ unusual 
show-woman. At the same time 
her ‘sophistication’ never borders on 
the dubious; she’s that rare chan- 
teuse who lets her solid song ma- 
terial speak for itself. Incidentally, 
among the new entries are ‘Let’s Try 


ing, Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,’ her 
standard theme. “Thumbs Up’ is a 
rollicking ditty, by no means con- 
notating anything warlike but essen- 
tially a song of optimism. ‘The 
World Is Waiting to Waltz Again’ is 
in the nostalgic ‘Then You'll Remem- 
ber Vienna’—‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
vein. 

Grant’s band, which usually shifts 
with Hildegarde to other engage- 
ments, is back for the winter season 
at the Savoy-Plaza. Incidentally, his 
drummer cuts up the gourds, etc., in 
the songstress’ South American 
satire stuff. Abel. 





21 CLUB, BALTO 





Baltimore, Oct. 9. 
Jack Waldron, Yola Galli, 3 Wiles, | 
| Margo Sisters (2), Boots McKenna’s 
| Dancing Debs (6), Larry London 
| Orch (6); $1-$2 minimum. 








Town’s latest entry in nocturnal 
field is laying it on extra heavy on 
entertainment nut. Located in heart | 
of downtown sector, spot has street | 
level entrancé and is emphasizing | 
food as well as after-theatre diver- | 
tissement. It’s a rebuild on site of a} 
former cafeteria, and while attrac-| 
tive in spots, is hampered by high| 
ceiling, numerous posts and harsh} 
lighting. Could stand considerably 
more color and warmth in decor, 
with cutting down on illumination a | 
necessity. Seats about 350. 

Paced by Jack Waldron, an excel-| 
lent m.c., layout includes Yola Galli, 
singing looker, a bit too smart and 
legit for type of audience here- | 
abouts; Three Wiles, sock with their | 
rapid hoofery, quick changes and 
impersonations; Margo Sisters, duo | 
of hand balancers in nice novelty, 
and Boots McKenna’s line of six in| 
a trio of okay routines and costume 
changes, | 

Miss Galli’s vocal contributions in- | 
clude a rather out-of-place version | 
of ‘Nightingale Song,’ complete with | 
recitation and all. The slow, albeit} 
socky maneuvering of the Maros, | 
and a posey waltz ballet by line also 
make for a lull. | 

Waldron takes possession from the} 
| blowoff and scores with every swift | 
|gag and parody. Paces show mas-| 
terfuily and holds customers well in| 


should prove a potent draw to this | 
spot, which has played the entire! 
igamut of second-run emcees and 
Vdirty story-tellers. Waldron 
into the risque, which seems to be 





Again,’ new ballad by her manager, | clothed in a rhinestone paint. 
Anna Sosenko, who authored ‘Darl-|and bra are obvious and detract even 


dips | 


a nitery necessity, but he dishes it 
out adroitly and without offense. 
Music for show and dancing is 
very ably handled by Larry London 
and a versatile sextet which features 
the drumming of Al Speildock, who 
has been around with some of the 
name bands. Management by Jules 
‘Babe’ Mednick is smooth and show- 
manly. With show kept up to pres- 
ent standard and a bit of intimate 
dressing-up of the room, spot should 
prove a consistent money-getter. 
Burm. 


Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 
(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) 





Mack Pepper, Richards & Carlson, 
Elaine Jordan, Alberta Mansfield, 
Rochelle & Beebe. Roberta Ramon, 
Bunny Howard, Kirk Wood, Buddy 
Clarke and Ramon Lazara bands; 
show staged by Boots McKenna; $1 
and $3 minimums. 





Although palpably aimed for the 
tourist trade, the new Park Central 
roof production is not going to get 
anything more than a hotfoot in the 
hot-stove league. It has several 
faults, but the most glaring is m.c. 
Mack Pepper, a woefully inept 
comic who makes matters and him- 
self even worse by excursions into 
bad taste. He works as though he’s 
just off the grade B Catskill Moun- 
tain time, but, with a $3 minimum 
for ringside locations, the Cocoanut 
Grove is no spot for a life-of-the- 
party cutup. 


Opening night here (15), after a 
week’s delay caused by the P.C.’s 
failure to get costumes because of 
labor difficulties, saw one of the 
smallest crowds ever witnessed at 
what was ostensibly a major nitery 
preem. Playing before a virtually 
empty midnight house didn’t help 
the show any, but the impression 
would have been doubtful regard- 
less of the attendance. It’s possible 
that the picketing out front by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
which has declared the P.C. unfair, 
may have hurt business, but it’s 
mere likely the non-name lineup 
couldn't attract trade. 


Some of the acts in the show are 
okay, notably Roberta Ramon, a fine 
toe dancer; Richards and Carlson, 
mixed hoofing team which includes 
takeoffs on George Arliss shagging 
with a ‘twin sister’ and Durante and 
Garbo dancing; Rochelle and Beebe, 
satirical and knockabout ballroom- 
ologists, and Elaine Jordan, an okay 
singer who got over despite an ob- 
vious cold. Distinctly on the n.g. 
side are Bunny Howard, who sings 
one song off-key, and Alberta Mans- 
field, who is awkward in a novelty 
specialty that has her dancing 
Shorts 


from the ‘nudity’ selling point. 


The main features of the show 
(and in the lobby ads) are the girls 
(15), comprising 10 dancers and five 
showgirls, with the latter also hoof- 
ing in a couple of the production 
numbers. Good costuming, fairly 
good-looking femmes who dance 
fairly well and nice routining by 
Boots McKenna give the production 
some saving graces. However, what 
may be a good finale, the revival 
number, is hurt by Pepper’s obvious 
lifting of one of Charles ‘Slim’ Tim- 
blin’s major gags in his preacher 
routine. Up ahead of the ‘revival,’ 
Pepper stretches a military hoofing 
routine and one acrobatic trick be- 
yond audience endurance. 

Buddy Clarke’s band, here for its 





| 


third year, plays the show and was 
not completely in mesh with some 
of the performers opening night. 
However, that'll probably work out, 
Clarke’s vocalist, Kirk Wood, does 
nicely with one song early in the 
layout. Alternating on the dancing 
is Ramon Lazara’s rhumba crew, 
good enough. Scho. 


MUSIC BOX, S.F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 16. 
Vivian and Rosetta Duncan, Paul 
Speegle, Gueneth Omeron, Harger 
and Maye, Larry Grey, Sally Wick- 


man and Line (10), Dick Aurandt’s | 


Orch (7); Minimum $2. 





With Frank and Clarence Herman 
as backers, the Duncan Sisters re- 
opened the long-closed Music Box 
with probably the heaviest overhead 
incurred by any local nitery. With 
better than 25 people involved in en- 
tertainment alone, the 600-capacity, 
two-level, three-bar room requires 
considerable staffing. In addition, 
every trick and gadget to capture 
attention has been included. First 
few days were big, with tables on 
the floor, but biz has since slacked 
off, location being against the spot 
which is across town from the nitery 
belt. 

Room is beautiful, done in blue 
and gold with a balcony reminiscent 
of old-time box-houses. Floor is in 
the center, with the band at the far 
end and a second-floor stage above 
the stand. 

Programming is new here, with 
shows held to 30 or 40 minutes, but 
supplemented by specialties at in- 
tervals throughout the evening. Rou- 
tining is poor, however, with enter- 
tainment lacking continuity or char- 
acter despite topflight talent. 

Second (11:30 p.m.) show caught 
opened with an unseen m.c. (Paul 
Speegle, who by day is film reviewer 
on the Chronicle) introducing the 
line and Harger and Maye in ‘Fire 
Dance’. Dance team is outstanding, 
both in terping and appearance, gal 
being a beaut. Front portion of the 
bandstand, with piano and mikes, 
then pulls away to form a mid-floor 
spot for the Duncan sisters, with 
Vivian at the piano. As always, the 
Duncans prove they have plenty of 
what it takes to entertain, although 
they both seemed tired. 

Speegle is spotted next. Guy is 
laugh-provoking with his original 
monologs. Usually does~“three, but 
couldn’t get attention at show caught, 
so stopped in the middle of the 
first. Introduces a presentation num- 
ber, ‘Vienna Will Waltz Again,’ using 
the line, Gueneth Omeron, soprano, 
and Harger and Maye. The Duncans 
are credited with this routine and 
it’s a colorful flash and lands neatly. 
Gals themselves are on again next 
with a Duncanized version of the 
quartet from ‘Rigoletto’, okay for 
laughs after which they sing pops 
at conclusion. 

Typical of other interludes intro- 
duced at random are Larry Grey, 
card and cigaret magician, who so- 
loed on the upper shelf; a ‘stump the 
band’ contest, with free drinks for 
any song the band couldn’t play but 
the customer could sing; and a rock- 
ing-horse race, with a bottle of cham- 
pagne for the winner. 

At opening Maxine Coleman and 
Bobby Bard entertained in the Blue 
Room, one of the upstairs bars. Both 
have left to fill other dates, with 
substitutions not yet set. Bandleader 
Aurandt also heads the KSFO staff 
orch. Wern. 





NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
Al Marisco Orch (8), Kay Vernon, 
Bob Carter, Evelyn Farney, Manor 
and Mignon, Bob Ripa; 50c cover. 








For his first big show of the fall 
season—in the Pittsburgh cafe belt 
anything over three acts is an ex- 
travaganza—Tony Conforti has come 
up with a production that pays off 
all the way. Three singles and a 
team doesn’t sound like much of a 
layout for town’s most profitable nit- 
| ery, but skimpness of the personnel 





i; seems negligible in view of what 
| they accomplish. 
Standouts are Evelyn Farney, 


hoofer, and Kay Vernon, singer, both 
of whom have musical comedy writ- 
ten all over them. It’s.the first time 
for Farney gal in a nite club here al- 
though she’s been around in the de- 
luxe picture houses starting back 
several years ago when, as a kid of 
15, she was teamed with Jimmy 
Byrnes, now in Raymond Scott’s 
band, in an old Benny Davis unit. 
She has looks, class and a pair of 
gams that do anything in the tap 
line that can be asked of them. Miss 
Vernon, too, is crack revue timber. 
A good-looking dame, she has a 
deep, throaty voice, knows how to 
sell a song and has a flock of ar- 
rangements right out of the top 
drawer. Her version of ‘Daddy’ is 
swell, and she punches over ‘C’mon 
Get Happy’ and ‘That Ain’t Hay, It’s 
the Good Old U.S.A.” with plenty to 
spare, too. 


Opening Bob Ripa clicks with his 
juggling specialty. For a closer ball- 
room team of Manor and Mignon 
scores with some good-looking rou- 
tines. They’re an attractive pair, 
graceful, svelte, and for a compara- 
tively new couple in the field, 
they're unusually smooth. In be- 
tween, Bob Carter, house orch vo- 
calist who also doubles as m.c., gives 
out with a brace of songs, acquiesc- 
ing to the customer mood on the 
night. On the stand Al Marisco, who 
apparently goes with the lease, and 
his band keep on getting better. 
With a few more pieces Marisco 
could give several name maestros a 
run for their money. Cohen. 


Masefield 


Continued from page 3}aa—mme 

















Baker, Boston, recommended his ap- 
pearance on it. 


Efforts are being made to have 
Archibald MacLeish, Carl Sandburg, 
or some other noted American poet, 
to guest on the same chapter of 
‘Storm,’ conversing with Masefield 
from New York. Also, according to 
present plans, members of the cast 
will also participate in the broad- 
cast. 

‘Storm,’ which marked its second 
anniversary last-Thursday (16), has 
received remarkable recognition for 
a daytime serial. Edgar Lee Masters 
has appeared on it several times to 
read his poems and the works of 
numerous other poets and composers 
;has been heard on the program, 
| Show also received an unprecedented 
| plug in last Sunday’s (19) N. Y. 
| Times, when John K. Hutchens, radio 
| editor, devoted the upper half of his 
weekly column to praise of it. 
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M. S.° 
® =» —‘‘WHAM’’ at Loew’s State, New York 


(Scho, Variety, Oct. 15) Last Week. 


M. S." 
=» we —"AN ASSET IN ANY THEATRE’ 


(Scho, Variety, Oct. 15.) 








Given the right buildup, ney . 





* 


* 
M. S. —NOW AT LeRUBAN BLEU, New York... 
AND FOR 2 WEEKS MORE 


% 
M. S. —EXCLUSIVE DECCA RECORDING ARTIST 


Maxine Sullivan 


Personal Management—MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OCTOBER 24 


show, whether fu 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


ll or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 


Paramount (22 
Andrews Sis 
Johnny Long Ore 
W Brown & Ames 
Larry Adler 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (24) 
Farry Reso 
Kitty Carlisle 
Marjorie & Julian 
Sybil Bowan 





MIAMI 
Olympia (22-25) 
James Evans 
Rallard & Rae 
Billy Baird 
llenry Armetta 
Carolyn Marsh 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (24-27) 
Orrin Tucker Bd 
CEDAR RAPI'S 
Capitol (28-30) 
Orrin Tycker Ba 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (24) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (24) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
(17-20) 
Sammy Kave Orc 
3 Smart Gls 
Joe & J McKenna 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (24) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
(17) 
Charles Barnet Orc 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
Pinky Tomlin 
Billy Rayes 





5 Le 


Jan 
Gil & B Maison 


HARTFORD 
State (24-29) 


|Folies Bergere 


HEMPSTEAD 


Hempstead (21-22) 
Duke Art, Jr 
Ray & Harrison 


3 Kidoodlers 
Anthony & Rogers 
4 Queens 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (23-25) 
Elaine Bovd 
Brun Sis 
3ees 
Brown & Lee 
King & Arlina 
LYNBROOK 


” 


Lynbrook (25 only) 
ZY Jacks 

Seed & White 

Jean Bedini 


NEWARK 
Adams (24-°6) 
Savitt Ore 


Ruth Terry 


Anita Jakobi 
PITTSBURGH Chick & Lee 
. PASSAIC 
Stanley (24) - 
Truth or Conseq'ces I oe (23) 
Dolly Dawn Ore or Se 
Toy & Wing Block & Sully 
(17) Mare Ballero 
3 Arnolds 
PunssGre PATERSON 
WASHINGTON Majestic (28-36) 
Earle (24) Jack Lane & Birds 


Roxyettes 
Fayne & Foster 
Equillo Bros 
Jackie Miles 
4 Samuels 

(17) 
Roxyettes 
Willie, West & McG 
The Billingtons 
Phyllis Colt 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (23) 
Danton Walker 
Robinson & Martin 
Lester Cole & 
Paul Winchell 
Cynda Glenn 


Debs| Rhythm Rockets 


Tito Guizar 

5 Swifts 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 


Frank Gaby 
Belett & English B 











RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (24) 
65 Herzogs 
Bob Evans 


Buster West & Page 
Mills Bros 
Sue Ryan 
Sally Rand 
(13) 
Folies Bergere 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (24) 
Honey Fam 
Masters & Rollins 
Simone Simon 
3 Sailors 
Carman Amaya & T 
Aifredo Seville 
(17) 
Bill Robinson 
J Lunceford Ore 
Velma Middleton 


Miller Bros & Lots 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (24) 


Alfonse Berg Co 


Ray Davis 
A Allen & Hodge 
Mildred Bailey 
Lew Parker Co 
Cristianis 
(17) 
Beachcombers of '42 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (24) 
H’wood Sweater Gls 
(17) 

Geo White Scandals 
DAYTON 
Colonial (24) 
Beachcombers of ’42 








(17) 
H'wood Sweater Gis 
SYRACUSE 
Empire (24-26) 

Ray & Arthur 

Art Carney 

Evans & Mayer 

Ross Lane & Ross 

Mazzone & Abbott 
(17-22) 


Fats Waller Orc 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (23) 
Joan Dexter 
Felix Knight 
Lime 
Ray & Geraldine 
Robert Landrum 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (24) 
Miss America 
Nicholas Bros 
Sharkey 
Stan Ross 
Archie Robbins 
| (24) 
Andy Kirk Bd 
June Richmond 
Marylou Williams 
Dick Welles 


2 Pampa Boys 

3 Kings 

Earl & Frances 

Monte Hawley 

Johnny Lee 

Vivian Harris 
Windsor (°4-26) 

Lou Holtz 

TDiosa Costello 

Little Jack Little 

Bert Lynn 

Martez & Dalita 


ASTORIA 
Steinway (24-26) 
Kay & Kay 
Bob Easton Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (23) 
Phil Baker 
Ina Ray Hutton O 
Deep River Rovs 
Carroll & Howe 
Diane Denise 
Marten Bros 
Marine (26 
2 Jacks 
Beed & White 
Jean Bedini 
Ridgewood (22) 
Trumpet 2 
Elaine Boyd 
Micromaniacs 
2 Jacks 
Sheepshend (26) 
Duke Art, Jr 
Carlo & Carol 
Fray & Harrison 
Anthony & Rogers 
AKEON 
Palace (28-30) 
Ne 


Fen Coarber 


only) 


Whitson Bros 
Joe & J McKenna 
Lloyd & Willis 
(24-27) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Brenda & Cobina 
Juvelys 
Lane & Ward 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (23) 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Virginia Austin 
Alan Carney 
State (23-25) 
Jack Lane & Birds 
Marvin & White 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Royal (24) 
Band Show 
Sis 


Girl 
Peters 
3 Rays 
CAMDEN 
Towers (24-26) 
Rollo & V Pickert 
Paul Nolan 
Edison & Louise 
Chris Cross 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (23-26) 
B Joyce & Ginger 
3 Potato Bugs 
Dave Barry 
H Henry & B 
Case Bros & 
(21-22) 
Kay & Kay 
Jack McCov 
Kirk & Madeline 
Doyle & Seed 
Winton & Diane 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (21-3) 
Peatrice Kay 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Sully & Thomas 
Duval 
Helen Reyno'tds Gls 
FLORAL PARK 
Floral (23 only) 
2 Jacks 
Seed & White 
Jean Bedini 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (24 unly) 
2 Jacks 
Seed & White 
Jean Bedini 
GLEN COVE 
Cove (23-25) 
Duke Art, Jr 
Ray & Harrison 
3 Kidoodlers 
Anthony & Rogers 


4 Oveens 


Alder 
Hazel 





4 Jolleteers 


Ted & Flo Vallet 


Rose 
(24-27) 
Mia Miles 3 
Bell & Bedint 


Harry 


.Anise & 





Grace Drysdale 


Harry Rose 
International Rollos 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (24) 

Georgia Sothern 
Bert Walton 
Yost’s Mimic Men 
Spencer & Foreman 
Carmen (24) 
American Rockets 
Val Eddy 
Ray Wilbert 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(24-26) 
Robby Byrne Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Fred Keating 
H Savoy & Holden 
READING 
Astor (24-25) 
Cortello’s Dogs 
Olive & Lou Caites 
Reynolds & White 
Sully & Thomas 
Dowling Gis 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (214) 
Ink Spots 
Sunset Royal 
Aland 
WORCESTER 
Al Donohue Orc 
Plymouth (20-22) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (28-30) 
Shep Fields Orc 
Brenda & Cobina 


Ore 


Juvelys 
Lane & Ward 
(24-27) 


Jan Garber Ore 
Whitson Bros 
Joe & J McKenna 
Lloyd & Willis 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron 
Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Orc 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 


Co 


Beachcomber 
Jerry Cooper 
Candra-Kaly Co 
Tito Coral 
Juanita Juarez 
Lenor Sola 
Barry Winton Ore 
Machito Ore 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Williams 
June Carroll 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Don Sylivio Ore 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 


Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 


Cafe Sovieiy 

(Midtown) 
céunt Basie Ore 
Hazel Scott 
“alvin Jackson 
Kenneth Spencer 
Ammons & Johnson 
Golden Gate 4 


Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson 
Sammy Price 
Art Tatum 
Helen Humes 
Helena Horne 
Ammons & 


Ore 


Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 


Casa Marta 


Antoinette Severin 


Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 

Juan Dimitri Ore 


Casino Kusse 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 

Chateau Moderne 


Annette Guerlain 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Messing 


Jack 
| Gabriel 
| Dorothy 
Whitey 
Fred 
Claremont 
Joe Ricardel 


Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Club Gauche 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosa! 
Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Cartons Ore 


Tanner 
Burke 
Leach 

inn 
Ore 





Johnson | 


Club Maxim 


Marion Shaw 

Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 


Club Samoa 


Joy Umiamaka 
Mabelle Russell 
Peggy O'Neill 
Linda Castro 


Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 

| Arthur Ravel Ore 
|Joe Pafumy Ore 
| Bea Perron 

| Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 

|} John Hubert 
Belmont Balladeers 
| Hotel Biltmore 
Art Jarret Ore 

| Gale Robinson 
Randy Brooks 
Jack Turner 
Roberts & White 


Di Gatanos 

Evelyn Brooks 

Marquita & Pancho 

6 Congaettes 

Don Richards 

Wally Wanger Gis 
La Marquise 


Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Sterney 2 
Anita Alvarez 
Marion Colby 
Nelson & Hartte 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Bossert Leon & Eddie's 

| (Brooklyn) Lou Martin Ore 
| virg nia Hays Narita Orc 
Beige he ye Jimmy Farrell 
Nye Mayhew Ore Noel Toy 

Hotel Commodore Sddie Davis 
Vaughn Monroe Orc| Lila Barbour 
Marylin Duke Rosalind Gordon 
Ziggy Talent Whitey L'y Hoppers 
Peter Rotunda Ore + os Wong 

MAIO 


Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye 

Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 


Lehua Paulson 
Hotel McAlpin 


Hotel New Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 
Cootie Williams 
Peggy Lee 

Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 

ib & B Wade 


Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvanola 
Glen Miller Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jean Sablon 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 


Ford Harrison Ore 
lanchards 
Virginia Burke 
Great Maurice 
Lolo & Ramon 








Ore John 
Carrie M 


Johnny Messner Orc Tommy 


Greta 


Marian & Ray Lynn 
Maison Louis 

Kelly 

Reville 
Monte Carlo 

Russell Swann 


Napua Estelle & LeRoy 
Leilani laea Maurice Manson 
Nani Todd John Kirby Ore 


19th Hole Clab 
Rita Renaud 
Lavardo 
Blair 
Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 
Old Roumanixna 
Freddie Bernard 


Sasha Leonofft 


Bobby 


Jerry Withee 


Ronny Roberts Nila Ramos 

Ice Pallet Joe La Port Ore 

Hote! Park Central) andy D' Aquila 
(Cocoanut Grove) Place Elegante 

Elaine Jordan Ernest Franz Ore 

Richards & Carlson “2 

Kirk Wood Bill Farrell 

<ir oO . yeCoste 

Alberta Mansfield ha — © bh “4 

Robert Raymon Wetee arte 


Bert Felton 
Queen Mary 
Chiquita Venezia 
Leila Gayne 
Terry Carroll 
Jean Lollie 
Michael Clerry 
Jack Wallace Ore 
Rabe Slater 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
Boyd & Smith 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburrs 
Joan Roberts 
Rainbow Koom 
Motty 
Velero S 
Miriam Wi 


inmeca Ore 


nslow 


Foster Fitz-Simons 
Adrienne 
Bil'y ! Wolfe 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, NJ.) 


Room) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
William Madden O 


Village Garden 


(Black Horse Pike) 
leon Gibson 
Mildred Laverne 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Holly & Lee 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 





Bill Jordan 

George Kent 

Lucile Angel 

Tony Sharrabba 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 


Bob Shea 

The Duffins 

The Velascos 

Frank Paris 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
Casa Manapa 

Elmo Tanner 

Ted Weems Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Jimmy Brierly 
6 H’wood Starlets 
Mitchel! Leisen Rev 
Hibbert Byrd & Rue 
Snooky Lanson 
Muriel Lane 
tl.ay Noble Ore 


Copacabana 
Cuadalajara 5% 
Louis Del Campo 
Carlos Molina Ore 


Earl Carroll 
Dr Rockwell 
B Minnevitch 
Helen O'’llara 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Alee Morison 
Madelyn Ms lith 
Rarney Gran. 
Derothy Ford 
The Debonsirs 
Bery! Wallace 
Ina Hayward 
Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Ore 


Co 


Florentine Garden 


Corrinne & Tita 
NTG 

lee Royce 
Vanita 
Geraldine 
Sugar 
Jimmie 


Ross 
Geise 


Crier Ore 





Charlie Foy s Club 


Charlie F 

|} Leonard 5S .es 
|} Lorraine Flliott 
| Lester 
Stanley 


Jerry 
ted Ore 
|Grace Hayes Lodge 


& Torr'ba 
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Sheila Reynolds 
Adele Renee 
Rochelle Carter 
Mil-Ray-Samoa Mds 
Copacabana 
Aurora 
Edna Sedgwick 
Loper & Barret 
Estrelita 
Federico Rey 
Samba Sirens 


Toni Todd 
Charles Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Or 


Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 
Don Aiberto Ore 
Benito Collada 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 


El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 


Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 


Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 
}Sammy Walsh 
| Anita Boyer 
Henry Nemo 
51 Club 
Jessica Rogers 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Vera Nova 
Chares Blake 
Judy Rudy 
Gerri Gale 
Havana- Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Gilberto Ore 
Carla & Fernando 
Belen Ortega 
Carmen Montoya 
Filipe De Flores 
Julio & Kiki 
Anita Rabal 
Chiquitico & E 
Hickory House 


Bill Turner Ore 

Mercedes 

Carol Boyd 

Rollin Smith 

Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Koom) 

Emil Coleman Orc 

Renee DeMarco 


Ore 


Ore 











Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 


Bernice lyres 
Hotel St. Kegis 
(iridium Room) 


Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Harriet Haddon 


Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Lberniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 
(La Maisonette) 
Nicholas Mathe Orc 
Eva 
Yasha Nazarenko 
Hotel Taft 
| Vincent Lopez 
|Ann Barrett 
} Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Walort- 
Astoria 
sheilla Barrett 
Paul Dra 
Bddie Du 





Ore 





per 

hin Ore 
Hurricane 

Dave Dennis Ore 

Terry Lawlor 

Dr Marcus 

3 Sophisticates 








Pancho Orc 

Fausto Curbello Orc 
y Ricaman 

Fra ne Fa ye 

H Williams Co 


biaarlys 


Spivy 
Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 


Iceland Restaurant | > 
' Ww Harvey Brown 
Anny) hite ‘ 
Mildred Jocelyn Versailles 
Shayne & Armstr’g | Max Bergere Ore 
Koy & Karol Pane ito Or 
Ginger Layne Mili Monti 
Ted Eddy Ore Frances 3} ercer 
Angelo Ore an Cavell 
Jack Dempsey’s | ‘The Parrys , 
B’way Restaurant rion ¢ r 
Mary Lo y 
Kelly Rand I Ka Bue! 
Irv Carroll gd - 
Adrian Rollini 3 lovce |] 
Kelly’s Stable June S t 
Ann Hallow lira Sterhans 
}Art Tantum Ville ce Barn 
| Billy Daniels George Sterne, Ore 


i} King Cole 3 
La Conga 


Noro Morales Ore | 

Georgie Price 
Babette’s Club 

Norma 

Velvyne Hague 

Lynn Janice 


Babette Rev 
Milton Huber Ore 


Claridge Uotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee’s Orc 
Cosmopolitan Bar 

Ann Miller 

El Moroeco 
Danny Hart 
Herman's Music Bar 
Jimmie Solar 
Doris Elliott ° 
30b Merrill 

Club Nomad 
Jackie Whalen 
Mary Lopez 
Tiny Kaye 
Helene Francte 








Galanti & Leouarda 
Wivel 


Connie Joyce 


IC CITY 


Lucille Bernard 
Patsy Johnston 
Flo Mallerv 
President Hotel 
(Round the Wortd 
Room) 
Jack Curtiss 
Mavreen & Norva 
eth Calvert 
Frank Ross 
Alma & Roland 
Paddock Int'l 
Zorita 
Marie Kibbey 
Vicki Cooper 
Paddockeers Ore 


| CaICAGO 


| 


Ambassador Hotul 
(Pump Room) 


|} Emile Petti 


Shelcon & Preston 
wei " > But.ecry 
Carol King | om N at 4 
Ch ter Hale Gla |The Noteabies 
. | Bismarck Hotel 
Ruban Bee | (Walnut Room) 
Max. ne Sul) Art Kassel Ore 
Vauia Lawren | Mauri Ma:yea 
erman Chitt‘som | Hadley Gis 
R Dyer-Bennet (Tavern Room) 
s . Jave *ritchard Ore 
Russian Kretchma or ay , UF 
. va 
}Adia Kuznetzoll Bob Mar ll 
Nastia Poliakova Annette S ields 
Marusia Sava . in 
ietinn  Kadonolt Blackhawk 
Lunia Nest Les Lro Ore 
Cornel’s Codoltban O} Bet Bonn 
: ’ talpl roung 
Spivy’s Roof Ralph 1 ns 
The Smoothies 
Tan Jose Rosado Ore 
Sddie N hoffe > —— 
i 1 . lay : Blackstone Motel 
Barhara LaMarr (Balinese Km.) 
Haywood & Allen se . , 
Frank Shuman Johnny Dnufi Ore 


| Patti 
| brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


Daisy 


Clayton 


Hardy 
Wovle 
Nuzzo 

Billings 


| Ann 
Bob 
Bronidmont 


| Da en Tannen 
|Martin & igo 
Mildred Jo in 
Mary Bowet 
lo no Rr? ers 
Art 


Testa Or 
Brown Derby 
Ma Karl 
Joan Dare 
Ellen WK e 
Beth Fe >-rell 
Ted Smith 
Eve Arden 
Derbyet ~ 
Milton & Ann 
Duke Yel!man Or« 
Capitol Lounge 
King Cole 3 
Louis Jordan .Ore 


Chez Paree 
Joe EK Lewis 
Lou Breeze Ore 
Alice Kavan 
| Olga Coelho 
|} Franklyn D'Amore 
‘Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evane Glie 

Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Bernie Adler 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Vivian Stewart 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 





Penn Atlantic Hotel | Allan Coe 


(Palm Room) 
Al Francis Ore 
Sue Mitchell 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 

(Verry Ga Reand 


| Dave Unell Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Cotosimes 

| (Jnatreil Ore 

Tomack & Reis Bro 

‘Yvette Rugel 


LOS ANGELES 


Bob Wallace 

Hap Brander Ore 

Dor Ireland 
Gables’ Inn 

(Black Horse Pike) 

Nan DeMar 

Caufield & Oakley 

Kli-Ban 

Aimee Adell 

Pete Miller Ore 





Charito 
Grace Hayes 
Eddie White 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Neville Fleeson 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Camille De Montes 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
‘It’ Cafe 

Jean Barry 
Dave Forrester Ore 

Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’'s Ore 


Palladium 
Jimmy Dorsey 


Paris ina 


Kenny Henrvson 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Sterns, Dean & L 
Carolyn Mason 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 


Dennise 

Gaby La Fitte 
Shadrack Boys 
Alkali Ike 

Lee Mason 

Al Robinson 

Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhumboogie 


Bob Evans 

Lovey Lane 

f Sepian Peauties 
Lois Galloway 
Stump & Stumpy 
The Rocketts 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 
Ceorses Metaxa 
Yascha Borowski 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Pvanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
alva 
Charlie Openu 
lddie Bush Ore 


Slapsy Ma-ies 


Ben Ble 
Cully Ric*ards 





} 


'Sam Lew s 


| The 


} 


lJervy J 


er 
len 1 
Benny Te 


sy 
Patti Moore 





oe Poils"™y 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 


Suancee nna 


Fred Skinner 
Meade 
Tin 
Tarry 
‘auline 
ammy 
lcukes 


Lux Lewis 
Pan Alley 
Carroll 
Carroll 
Cohe 
of Swing O 
} 
Trianon 
Clyde McCoy Ore | 
Westons } 
l-clores Gay } 


Frances & Grey 
Jean Rich 
Mildred lair 
b'asl ar 
Don Lang Ore 
Mildred Parr 
Jack Prince 
Pronaph Gls 
Congress Hotel | 








(Glass Hat Rm) | 
Vin Bragale O 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Ramon Ram Ore 
wy) ’ 


Orc 


Edgewater Beach 
Ilotel 
(Berch Watk) 
Wayne King Ore 


Stephanie Dale 
i Kay, Katwa & Kay 
Park & Clifford 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Cls 

885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Catherine Westfield 


Cherlie & McNowan 
Hal Munro Ore 
Sheron Desmond 
Johnny Honnert 
EKitel’s 


Hans Muenzer 4 


Doris Wittich 
Heidelberg 4 


| 
| Rathskeilar 
}Louls & Or 
5100 CTub 
Danny 
Roberts & 
Mary Beth 
The Bartons 
Bob O Lin 
Mark Fisher 
Garrick 


Thomas 
Reynolds 
Sires 


Gis 
Ore 
Stagebar 
Don Jacks 
Mel Henke 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 

Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 

HI HAT 
Billy Carr 
Giovani 
Benton Sis 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


Ore 


Edna Sellers 

Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 

Dolly Kay 

Ral- a ¢ 

Jules & J Walton 

Alphonse Berge 

Darlene Ottum 








| June 


| Jose Morales 


L’ Aiglon Yvonne Kerr 
Spiros Stamos Ore | !i#ma Lynn 
Gwendolyn Veausell Dave Steiner 

Clay Mow 


Patsy Gale 
Stariets 

Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Palladium 
Charlie Spivak Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
3 Nonchalants 
Johnny Woods 
Dorese eMidgley 
Rita Roper 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Woody Herman Ore 
Lynn Gardner 
Terry Kinley 
Byton Gis 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 


Dean Murphy 
Senor Wenvces 
Tanner Sis 
Pan-Am Dance 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Fe Fe Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Honey Bee Kellar 
Ceil von Dell 
Wally Vernon 
Renee Andre 
Betty Shayne 
Don Harris 
Fay & Wellington 
Helene Russell 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Donna Darnell 
Bernice Marshall 
Jeri Vance 
Alaha 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Km) 


Avis Kent 





Greco 


Del Courtney Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Eddie Le Baron 
Pat Willis 
Glover & Le Mae 
Morris King 
(Motor Bar) 
Vera 
Bowery 
Yvette Dare 
Bob Fuller 
Ann Suter 
Mildred & Maurice 
bon Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Kesh Ore 
Casanova 
M Jarbiniere 
Jim Penman 
Dorothy London 
Louis Streeter 
D’'Aubor & Renee 
Jack & June Carr 
Lee Walters Ure 
Club Congo 
Orlando Robertson 
Curly & Red | 
Katherine Ragland 
6 Congoettes 
4 Jitterbugs 
King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern | 
Dolly Stirling 
Reth Farrell 
Kilen Kaye 
Joe EB Kerns 
Cole & (Corte 
6 Vester 
Les Arquette Ore 
Grand Terrace 


Joe 


(5) 








Edith Dahl 

Davis & Delmar 

Earl Parchman | 

Mildred Perlee 

Hilge 

Gregory. Ray’d & C 

Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Hund's 

3 Old Timers 

Manvel Lopes 


Lonion Chop House 
I 


jarney Green 
Ruby Or« 
Connie Larleau 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
arol Cra | 
ervin Je n 
orothby Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore | 
Club Mar-Jo 


Carroll & Gorman 
Carson 
Dancing Dietrichs 


Merritt Lamb Ore | 
Moroeco 

‘Gay Ninetie Rev | 

Buddy Dura) 

Joe Foder Cire 

Madelon Baer 
Nebiolo's 

Fay & Andre 

Johnny Policy 

Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins | 

Leonard Seei tre | 

Northwood tna 


Anita Jacobi 


Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 


Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 

Palm Beach 
Hal & Dolly 
Johnny Polce 
Martell 2 
Maurice 
Carlos Vesta 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck'’s Redford ins 


Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Peter Higgins 


The Gunsetts 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Marilyn Stuart 
Jimmy Ray 
Taft-Kretluw Gls 
Dick Worthington 
Don MeGrane Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Enric Madriv vera 
Tava & Tanya 
Saks 


Ann Boland 
6 Tip-Tops 
Buddy Lester 
George Downey 
Couert & Teed 
Karl Spaeth Ore 
San Dieco 
Radio Jesters 
Jimmy Durant 
Leola Tavlor 
Nessley & Norman 
Mary Janis 
Paul Gordon Ore 
Stevadora 
Everett & 
Bill Harris 
Roland & Rito 


Conway 


irene } 
Tiny Gorman 
Jack Thomas Ore 


The Tropics 


Chi 


| The Duanos 

|} Bill Oger (3) 

Linda Garcia 

i Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne 

Rogers & VPruce 

Irene Bur 

Billi Trace 

Ross Dristy) 

Whittier Hotel 


(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman line 
Woader Bar 

Pat Nas 

Pete Mack 

Vocalions Ore 

Sammy Dibert 
509 Club 


Rhodes 


Ore 


Dale 
Di Giovanni 

Claire Wiliams 
Good & Goody 
Chane & Harley 
Franke 
Hewitt 

Hart 

Houck Ore 


Capt 

Julie 
June 
Horace 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club 
Molly i 1 | 


ull j 


| Balilovl 


KFieiding Ore 


felen 


Alan 
rat ’ 


} 


|} Mary Jane Brown 

Ben Franklin 

Barbara Perry } 

Eve Knight | 

Clyde Lucas 
Lyn Luca 

| 

' 


Teddy Martin 
Benny the Bum 
Pedro Blance Ens 
Maur.ta Gorden 
Cadillae Tavern 
Eddie Thomas 
Sally Osbo 
Jerry Ta} 
Coquettes i) 
Henrique & A 





Musica 

Albert St¢ 4 

Harry Dobbs Ore 
Carroll's 


‘rystal Ames 
Gaines Or: 
Shaw 





Jack 
Norma Fay 





Eadis 


Red 


Juttons 
C‘arrollovliie 


| 
(12) 
Rose 
Club Tag 
Lenny Ross 
Margie Spearing 
Lank Dalton Ore 
Lillian Russo 
Mary Farrell 
College Inn 
Margie Drummond 
' 


Harry 


Audrey Joyce 
Sonia La Dare 
Helen Jerico 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Scenia La Dare 
Lilian! Chaplin 
Dotty Villard 


Di Pintos 


Eddie King Ore 
820 Club 


Bobby Lee Ore 
Tackie Mabley 
Elaine Lewis 


(Continued 





Buddy Lewis 
| Peegy O'Neil 

Embassy 
| Gloria King 


Carlyle 5 

Clifford Hall 
Glamour ng Ore 
Anne Francine 
George Clifford 


Chico & Donna 
Bhigori Continentals 
Lila Gains 
Evergreen Casino 
Romero & Rosita 
| Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Grace O'Hara 
Glamour Gls 


Helen Heath 

Joe Arena Co 
John Seb in 
Chavez O 

Deane Jar 

kles 


‘ k & Chute 
Castaine < 8 V 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Galle 
Session 
House 


Jam 
Mickey 
tilly Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
I 


> 


Stabe La Tour 


Warner & Valerie 
John Lucyn 
David Gold Ore 
Mildred Gilson 
Sunny Rae 


Latimer Club 
Marie Nanette 
Marian Bowman 
Carol Lind 
Joan Sheer 
Gloria Miller 

Lexington Casino 
badu Ali Ore 

Kay Eggers 
Octaves (4) 
PRarbara T.ee 
Leonora Co-Eds (6) 

Lido Venice 
Alan Gale 
Kathleen May 
Ellen Gibbs 
Carmen ““crrente 
Kippy Ve.w.wz 
Little Rathskeller 
(sloriea French 
Tip-Top Gls 


on page 60) 
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Broadway Managers Again At 
Odds With Scenic Artists Union 





Broadway managers often eom- 
plain of union headaches and the 
latest comes from the United Scenic 
Artists, just when it was thought 
that differences with that ‘group had 
been smoothed out. Union, which 
recently refused to consider a basic 
agreement with the managers, pro- 
poses to place a man back stage to 
touch up scenery at a weekly salary 
of $90 throughout the run of the 
show. Z 

It was believed that this demand, 
made early in the summer, had been 
dropped. When it became known 
that the union would insist on such 
a requirement, showmen were stirred 
up. Declared that it would be an 
unnecessary expense, since settings 
gre rarely in such shape that a 
scenic artist’s services are required. 

League of, New York Theatres, 
acting for the managers, sent a 
strongly worded protest to the union, 
demanding the right to have repre- 
sentatives at a meeting Monday (20), 
when the issue was voted on by 
members. It was warned that such 
a measure would further stifle pro- 
duction and it was clearly stated that 
legal proceedings would be started 
by the managers. 

Recently another demand by the 
scenic union was withdrawn after 
a manager threatened to go to court 
over the idea of being forced to 
put in a stage crew before such help 
was needed. Strangely enough, the 
idea was fostered by the scenic 
union. Claimed at the time that such 
employment was frowned on by 
Washington, where experts ruled 
that enforced unnecessary labor was 
inimical to public policy. 

On the union’s side it is con- 
tended that when scenery is in need 
of repainting or touching up the 
stagehands are asked to do such 
work, thereby depriving its members 
of jobs. cenic union has been 
hard put toe find employment for a 
considerable percentage of its older 
painters and is being pushed by that 
group to find jobs for them, re- 
gardiless of the method used. 


OMAHA DRAMA LEAGUE 





AT ODDS WITH UBO 


Omaha, Oct. 21. 

The Omaha Drama League has 
arranged for ‘Life With Father’ 
under its auspices here this season, 
deal being entered into some months 
ago, but has no further legit plans 
this season. Indicated that the 
League is at odds with the United 
Booking Office as to what shows it 
would like to have and those it does 
Not care to figure in. 

Result is that after more than 25 
years the League bunch is soft- 
pedaling, while the UBO appears to 
be het up over the didos of the 
League. Latter is said to be in dis- 
agreement over terms of road shows 
Proposed for school auditoriums. 
Mrs. Alfred O. Brown, League’s 
head, says the outfit’s policy has not 
been determined and that further 
road show bookings may be dropped. 

UBO is booking shows into Tri- 


states theatres here, first to be ‘Boys 


and Girls Together’ at the Para- 
mount Novy. 12, 13. Same house will 
show ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats.’ 


Play this stand thereafter. 


Nugent Quiz Postponed 





Hearing of charges against J. C. | ailment. 


Nugent, scheduled for yesterday 
(Tuesday), were postponed 
weeks by the Equity council at the 
request of the actor, who is cur- 
rently making a picture on the Coast. 
Otto Preminger and Norman Pincus, 
Producers of the recent flop, ‘The 
More the Merrier,’ brought the 
charges on the ground that Nugent 
was late for a performance in ‘Mer- 
rier,’ in which he played. 

Equity council yesterday granted 
Jules J. Leventhal and Harry Wag- 
Staff Gribble permission to reopen 


their touring production of ‘Johnny | 


Belinda’ at the Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
next Monday (27). 
that which appeared on the road 
Previously must be used, and the 
Play must be kept on for at least 
four weeks, Equity ruled. Show 


closed an engagement a couple of | Tuesday, and will visit the patient at, 
' the hospital. 


weeks ago in Philadelphia. 





Ted Emerson, of Tri- | 
states, says that other roadshows will | 





} in 
four | 





Poe 


TICKET CASE DELAYED 


N. Y. Brokers Ask Adjournment of 
Test Case on 75c Premium 








Complaint of New York ticket 
brokers against Paul Moss, license 
commissioner, and Lewis J. Valen- 
tine, police chief, in an action to 
test the state law limiting premiums 
to 75c over the boxoffice price, has 
again been set back. Case was on 
for hearing last Wednesday (15), but 
is now dated for Nov. 24. 

Postponement was made at the re- 
quest of William C. Hyman, counsel 
for the brokers. Previously the 
Corporation Counsel had the case 
set back a number of times, but was 
said to be ready for trial last week. 


GUILD HEAVY 
ON PRODUCTION 


Theatre Guild is aimed for its most 
active season in a dozen years, its 
new productions and revivals keep- 
ing the outfit in full stride. This 
week it presents Helen Hayes in 
‘Candle in the Wind’ at the Shubert, 
N. Y., in association with the Play- 
wrights. Next Monday (27) ‘Ah Wil- 
derness,’ its first revival, opens a 
road tour in Detroit. 

Another new play, ‘Papa Is All,’ 
bows in at Pittsburgh Nov. 3, while 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ which attracted 
attention during a spring tryout, 
starts a two-week date at the Wal- 
nut, Philly, the following Monday 
(10). Second revival, ‘The Rivals,’ 
opens in Washington Nov. 17, staying 
out four or five weeks. ‘Harvest’ is 
due to open in N. Y. Nov. 26, prob- 
ably at the Guild theatre. On hand 
are a new untitled play by Philip 
Barry and ‘Oh Bury Me Not,’ for 
which a star is being sought. 

Most active seasons for the Guild 
were 1927-28-29, during which period 
it had five shows on Broadway and 
14 on the road. 


‘Father’ St. L. Date 
Set in Burley House 


St. Louis, Oct. 21. 
‘Life With Father’ will play here 
in the Grand, local burlesk spot. 
Piece is skedded for a run of three 
and a half weeks starting New Year’s 
night. 











The Garrick is being prettied up | 
for the burlesk shows that will be | 


presented while ‘Father’ is on deck 
a block away. The Hirst Circuit has 
leases on both the Grand and Gar- 
rick. 


McBride, Ike Weber Ill 


William McBride has been absent 
from McBride’s agency headquarters 
for more than six weeks. Ticket 
man has been suffering from severe 
headaches and is under treatment at 
his home in Pelham for arterial in? 
flammation. Early this week his con- 
dition was reported improved, but 
he is not expected to become active 
for some time. 





Ike Weber, brother of the late L. | 


Lawrence Weber, is ill at his home, 
being ordered to rest after a heart 
He was formerly interested 
burlesque and vaudeville, but 
also was a silent partner in a num- 
ber of legit shows, including ‘Bur- 
lesque,’ which is slated for revival 
on Broadway. His wife, Gladys, who 
was formerly in the ‘Follies,’ has 
been under doctor’s care for some 
time. 


Cooke’s Scheduled Op 


Eddie Cooke is due to be operated 
, on for an intestinal disorder at the 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., today 
(Wednesday). Diagnosis was made 





/ last week and he returned to Chicago | 
Same cast as | temporarily, being manager of ‘Thea-| 


tre,’ playing there. 

John Golden, who produced the 
play and with whom Cooke has been 
associated for many years, left N. Y. 


Sodajerkery Mayor 





Joey Faye is running for 
“Mayor of Walgreen’s.’ 

Comic now has petitions out 
and an election—there’s no op- 
position—will be held the same 
day as New York City’s mayor- 
alty balloting (Nov. 4) to make 
him ‘boss’ of the Broadway drug- 
store hangout for young legit 
hopefuls. 








League Mulls Revision 
Of Rules on Mgrs.’ Dues; 





At the annual meeting of the 
League of New York Theatres held 
last week it was disclosed that the 
deficit for the year was $1,800. How- 
ever, the League annually goes into 
the red on operation, but recoups 


during the season. There was some 
consideration of revising the rules as 
to payments by members. ‘Dues’ are 
$10 weekly for each show and the 
same for each theatre when open, 
but there is a maximum of $3,000 
per year for any one managerial 
outfit, only one believed to pay that 
sum being the Shubert office. Sug- 
gested that the limit be romoved 
and those managers pay $10 weekly 
for all shows and theatres operated 
by them, but the matter is still to 
be argued out. 

Stated that the deficit during the 
past year was due to the resigna- 
tions of several producers who are 
also authors, those showmen being 
asked to re-join. Figured that even 
if two had remained in the League 
and paid on the shows they have 
been playing, the League would have 
shown a surplus. 

As there is a surplus, the League 

did not have to borrow to tide over 
the summer, which was the pro- 
cedure at times in the past. There 
is a sizeable emount of money on 
hand, but that coin belongs in the 
ticket code fund and can be ex- 
pended only for policing purposes. 
Equity has a say in paying out ticket 
funds and the arrangement with the 
brokers calls for a rebate if there 
is a surplus in that fund. 
League re-elected Marcus Heiman 
jas president, Lee Shubert and Brock 
| Pemberton, vice-presidents; Gilbert 
| Miller, treasurer; Herman Shumlin, 
secretary. Norman Pincus was 
named to the board, filling the va- 
cancy left by the late Sam H. Harris. 
Others on the board are William 
A. Brady, Vinton Freedley, Max 
Gordon, Harry Somers, Lawrence 
'Langner, Lester Mayer, Dwight 
Deere Wiman and Rowland Steb- 
bins. 








“ARSENIC, ‘EILEEN’ AT 
10-T5c FOR SCHOOL KIDS 


Two more run plays on Broadway 
will be presented at special matinees 
for high school children, as part of 
,the plan to build up future audi- 
| ences for the theatre. 
Old Lace’ is scheduled for Nov. 6 at 


the Fulton and ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
| will be given Dec. 1 at the Biltmore. 
|Other plays are to be selected by 
the school committee which super- 
vises the selection of juvenile au- 
|diences, sells the tickets and pays 
|the limited expenses. Movement to 
|give performances for kids in out- 
of-town cities, notably Chicago, is 
expected to start soon. 

‘Life With Esther’ recently played 


at the Empire for the youngsters at | 


an admission of 10c. At a meeting 
Monday (20) the committee decided 
the entrance fee for ‘Arsenic’ will be 
10c, while it will be 15c for ‘Eileen.’ 
Difference in admission marks the 
difference in expenses submitted by 
the managements of both houses. A 
|ruling on admissions taxes has been 
asked for, but if 10% is payable it 
will be remitted from the takings. 
At 15c for all 1,086 seats at the 


| 


|Empire, the ‘gross’ was $162.90. 
| Whether there was any overage is 
;not yet known, as the house re- | 


}ceived the total and paid expenses, 
but has not reported to the com- 
mittee. 





Al Woods’ Coast Play 





Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Al Woods has.taken the stage 
rights to Claire Parish’s 
| ‘Maid of the Ozarks,’ and sends it on 
the road around the holiday: 

Play will be cast here. 


Heiman Again Prexy 


‘Arsenic and | 


comedy, 





ABBOTT LAYING OFF 


With ‘Best Foot’ Clicko, Plans No 
Further Production This Season 








With ‘Best Foot Forward’ set, 
George Abbott is calling it a season. 
Doesn’t want to do anything more 
this year. 

‘Pal Joey,’ of course, continues; 
that’s a last-season holdover. 


LAWYERS HOLD 








Although the new two-year basic 
agreement between the managers 


actual signaturing has been held up 
by lawyers for both sides. A some- 
what extended session between 
them was held last Friday (17), after 
which it was explained that some 


re-phrasing. was to be made. Ad- 
mitted there were some differences, 
but that these had been settled. 


From the Equity end it was in- 
timated that no important changes 
would be acceptable and that the 
managers could take it or leave it. 
Equity and League of New York 
Theatres’ counsel said, however, 
that was hardly the attitude and 


Aug. 30, 1943, would be 
form probably by today (Wed.). 


All contracts entered into prior to 
the actual signing of the agreement 
will not come within the new regu- 
lations, since it will not be retro- 
active. Therefore, cehtracts issued 
until then will include the ex- 
clusive service clause, which will be 
deleted and which the managers 
protested. 

One Equity leader was somewhat 
vexed at the delay occasioned by 
the managers’ counsel and said: ‘We 
don’t break contracts we enter into.’ 


‘O’Brien’s’ Angels Fly 











‘Viva O’Brien,’ the musical angeled 
by Clare Vrooman and a group of 
| wealthy fellow Clevelanders, say 
will remain at the Majestic, N. Y. 
|for at least another four weeks, 
| despite the panning it got from the 
|reviewers. The front of the house 
looked encouraging, a torrent cf 
passes accounting for the attendance. 
Then on Wednesday (15) the house 
| was sold out entirely to a theatre 
| party. That may have influenced the 
| backers to kick in more money with 
| the hope that ‘Viva’ may outlive the 
notices, 

Friday night (17) there was a 
near riot in front of the house when 
a horde of people with passes tried 
to get in. They had to put up 60c 
tax per pair of ducats. Small outer 
lobby was packed with around 100 
persons, there being so much 


locked for a time and 
| those outside in order. 
did not ring up until nine, or a bit 
later. Will Morrissey is on the job 


cops kept 


| gagging up the show, while Arthur | 


| J. Beckhardt was 
| stage. 


Carroll Books Musical 


Earl Carroll will be represented on 
| Broadway this season with a book 
| musical called ‘Something to Shout 
About.’ He arrived from the Coast 
Sunday (19) and verified bookings 
for the show’s out-of-town dates. 
‘Shout’ will open in Wilmington 
Jan. 29-30, with Baltimore and Wash- 
ington to follow. 


Carroll also arranged for vaudfilm 
bookings of his unit. Present floor 
show in his Hollywood §theatre- 
restaurant will also be toured as a 
unit, starting around the Christmas 
holidays, 


assigned to re- 











UP BASIC PACT 


and Equity was approved by both, | 


that the pact, which will extend to! 
in final | 





Up With More Com 


it | 





|currently at the St. James, 
| where 





Performance | 





ibe the St. 


Legit Production Mounting to Point 
Where N. Y. House Shortage Looms; 
Road, Bway Biz Generally Strong 


Hits have been slow in arriving on 
Broadway this season so far, but 
there is so much production that a 
bottle-neck in bookings surprisingly 
looms, indicating that a house short- 
age is likely before long. Figuring 
the rate that most of the new shows 
have flopped that situation may be 
only temporary, but a number of 
showmen are wondering when and 
where their productions will land 
when ready for New York. 

Road continues to forge ahead, 
with the number of shows on tour 
increasing and business generally 
strong. Reports on tryouts are 
much brighter and several shows re- 
garded as sure things are on the way 
in. Number of highly regarded plays 
is also rising among shows in re- 
hearsal and by the Christmas holi- 
days the list should have a much 
brighter new show lineup. 

Broadway has developed excep- 
tional business at the weekends. The 
weather is a factor in bringing people 
into town, with football only partly 
figuring as a magnet. Because of the 
mild fall, including an almost en- 
tirely arid September, matinee busi« 
ness has been dropping down. 

That does not go for Sundays, 
however, which are climbing both 
afternoon and night. Half a dozen 
shows are now playing Sundays, 
some giving two performances. An 
instance of how Sundays are helping 
is ‘Pal Joey,’ which climbed around 
$1,600 last week, with Sunday (123 
accounting for almost all the better- 
ment. Sundays afternoons have been a 
cleanup for ‘It Happens on _ Ice,’ 
which drew standees this past Sabbath 
(19). ‘Hellapoppzin’ is another Sunday 
favorite, while several new plays 
which have been in doubt are able to 


| continue mostly because of the Sun- 


day draw. 

Last week there were no pre- 
mieres. Three arrive this week, with 
‘Candle in the Wind’ at the Shubert 
getting most attention. Next week 
will see the arrival of three produc- 
tions in which show circles -are 
especially interested: ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
Imperial; ‘High Kickers,’ Broad- 
hurst, and ‘The Land is Bright,’ 
Music Box. 

‘Face It’ and ‘Kickers’ are major 
musicals, latter opening on Friday 
(31) and the former Thursday. 
‘Kickers’ is the musical which has 
George Jessel. and Sophie Tucker 
starred. When that outfit opened in 
Philadelphia last week 44 minutes 
had been cut from a previous tryout 
performance. ‘Kickers’ will have 
three preview performances in N. Ys 
prior to the official preem. 


JOHN 0’HARA PANS 
HIS OWN ‘PAL JOEY’ 


Unpredictable John O’Hara, drama 
critic of Newsweek mag, pulled the 
unheard-of last week by going out 
of his way to pan his own ‘Pal Joey,” 
| a 
it moved last night (Tues- 
day) from the Shubert, N. Y., with 
a revised cast. O’Hara, who sup- 
plied the book for the show from 
his own series of New Yorker 
sketches, didn’t so much pan the 
show itself as he did the present pro-. 
duction. 

Reporting his coverage of ‘Viva 
O’Brien,’ at the Majestic, N. Y., the 








a “| author-critie wrote that the musical 
jostling that the front doors were! was go bad that, after walking out 


during the first act, he ‘hurried up 
to Sardi’s, had a lot to drink, and 


| went across the street and saw the 


second act of ‘Pal Joey.’’ 

He continued: ‘OK, so I wrote ‘Pal 
Joey.” But I am not recommending 
it. Gene Kelly is no longer in it, 
Neither is Leila Ernst, nor June Ha- 
voc, nor Jack Durant. Vivienne Se- 
gal’s still in it and God knows she 
does all she can, which is a lot, but 
not even Miss Segal can surmount 
a lot of people named Throckett. 
Under the present circumstances I 
caution you against going to see ‘Pal 
Joey.’ 


‘Wilson’ Looks Set 


With Edward Ellis likely to play 





| ‘Woodrow Wilson,’ that being the 
|most difficult casting, Otto Premin- 
| ger 


plans bringing that play to 
Broadway Dec. 22, It’s by Walter 
Huston and Howard Koch. 

Cold opening planned; house may 
James, depending on 
booking schedules in the future. 
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Inside Stufi—Legit 


A lull week on Broadway gave Brooks Atkinson, N.Y. Times critic, a 
chance to devote his Sunday (19) column to one of his pet subjects, Wil- 
liam Saroyan, who is writing plays ‘as fast as his typewriter will click’ out 
in Fresno. He calls him ‘Old Bill the Armenian word man,’ who has 
written nine plays and possibly one or two more. Three plays have been 
released in book form, they being “The Beautiful People,’ ‘Sweeney in the 
Trees’ and ‘Across the Board on Tomorrow Morning,’ while his ‘Jim 
Dandy’ is being done in colleges and community theatres. As for ‘Swee- 
ney,’ Atkinson is saving that one for closer perusal, because, ‘despite a 
rhapsodic title, it is too diffuse to be read under the conditions now ob- 
taining in the United States. This column is going to take it to read on a 
desert island after the next shipwreck.’ 

Critic likes ‘Across,’ which is set in a New York bar and grill, something 
like the San Francisco waterfront saloon in “Time of Your Life.’ As for 
the characters, ‘the women are nonentities, which is usual to Saroyan- 
esques; the men are egoists with harmless and amusing obsessions.’ To- 
wards the end, however, the play ‘becomes complicated and bulges with 
symbolism,’ as the author struggles with the secret of creation, and Atkin- 
son chides Saroyan for slipping messages in his plays. 

‘Jim Dandy’ has been accepted by the New Play Project of the National 
Theatre Conference, which believes it to be more representative of the 
American theatre than is Broadway. When the script was released, 17 
conference theatres scheduled it for production and 72 others are making 
up their minds about putting it on, so that Saroyan will be popping off 
all over the United States’ and Atkinson says, ‘Americans may as well get 
used to him now as later.’ Royalties from such sources should be sizeable. 








Reason why Equity granted a concession on its six-months interval be- 
tween engagements rule to Barbara Everest, but denied the same privilege 
to Liza (Elizabeth) Inglise, English actress who were in the short lived 
‘Anne of England,’ has been explained by the association. Miss Inglise 
was accorded not less than three concessions, but she was still unfortunate 
in getting sustained engagements. She was originally in ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace.’ When that play tried out it was deemed her dialect was too 
British for her to play a girl from Brooklyn and she was replaced. Gilbert 
Miller then convinced Equity her services were needed in ‘R.A.F.’ and she 
was permitted to accept that part. When Miller decided not to do the 
play, a Coast presentation was planned and Equity said it was okay for 
Miss Inglise to appear there. That production, too, was called off and 
so she was allowed to take a job in ‘Anne.’ Shepard Traube did not con- 
vince Equity she would be important to ‘Five Chelsea Lane,’ ‘gaslight’ 
which he is readying. 

After getting the right to play the Iead in ‘Little Dark Horse,’ Miss 
Everset has decided not to appear in that play. 





‘The Land is Bright,’ authored by Edna Ferber and George S. Kaufman, 
is supposed to be a one-set show, but that only goes for the general frame- 
work of an interior. Wall panels and furniture are changed to depict the 
span of three generations of a family that lives in a Fifth avenue mansion 
in the 1890’s. There are 17 men in the property department backstage 
to handle the changes. 

Production is so heavy, three of the largest type of baggage cars were 
required to transport the show to Washington where it opened Monday 
(20) under the management of Max Gordon. Because of the production’s 
size, the first tryout date arranged at Princeton was cancelled. ‘Land,’ 
which had tentative titles of ‘:Ring In the New’ and ‘Three Acts,’ will open 
at the Music Box, N.Y., next Tuesday (28). It was to have been presented 
by the late Sam H. Harris. 





Football season—and with Detroit redhot with two of the nation’s un- 
defeated teams, Michigan and Detroit universities—proved two quick nat- 
ural tieups for Freddie Schader, p.a. for ‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ Two stars 
of the play are Anita Louise and Owen Davis, Jr. They fit right into his 
scheme, since Miss Louise recently was co-starred with Tom Harmon in 
*‘Harmon of Michigan,’ the All-American halfback now being in Detroit 
as sports chief for WJR and airing the Michigan games. It was even a 
more deft tieup that was made for Davis. Several seasons ago he played 
the role of Gus Dorais, the famous quarterback, in the film ‘Knute Rockne.’ 
Coaching the Detroit U. team and a councilman is the same Gus Dorais. 

Davis had never met the man he played in the film until it turned into 
a nice press agent stunt. 





Phyllis Thaxter, who plays the name part in the Chicago company of 
‘Claudia,’ was coached for the role by Lynn Fontanne. Slated to audition 
the part last spring, the young actress asked Miss Fontanne about leaving 
the company of ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ in which she played a walk-on 
maid and understudied the ingenue. Star not only immediately agreed for 
her to take the ‘Claudia’ part if she could get it, but worked with her for 
several weeks in preparation for the audition. 


Incident is in line with Miss Fontanne’s practice of interviewing and 
helping young would-be actors, both in N.¥. and while she and Alfred 
Lunt are touring. She not only sees all applicants who write her, but 
holds regular auditions and recommends promising candidates to pro- 
ducers and directors. ‘Claudia’ is Miss Thaxter’s first sizable role. 

Beverly Bayne, with Chicago ‘Claudia,’ has organized a theatrical wing 
there of the British War Relief, with the object of aiding children of the- 
atrical folk in England. First move to raise coin will be a fashion show 
to be held in Chi shortly, with the women in legit shows as models. 





‘Sons 0’ Fun,’ the new musical which will star Olsen and Johnson and 
Carmen Miranda, will doubtless surprise Broadway because it will reverse 
*Hellzapoppin.’ That ‘production’ was made up of more than half a dozen 
one-time Shubert musical comedies, same going for the costumes. 

‘Fun’ will have an elaborate production. O. & J. are putting up at least 
half the cost, with the Shuberts and Harry Kaufman, who are producing 
the show, probably financing the balance. Management is in a quandary 
about spotting ‘Fun,’ because of the continued clean-up of ‘Hellz,’ which 
recently passed the three-year mark at the Winter Garden. New show is 
due to open on Broadway around Thanksgiving time. 





“Western Union, Please’ is again the title of the comedy by Albert | 
Hackett and Frances Goodrich whick brought Charles Butterworth back | 
to legit. Play opened out of town under the name of ‘Father’s Day,’ but | 
Switched to the original when it bowed into the Studebaker, Chicago, 
Sunday (19). There is no definite date for a Broadway showing, authors 
still working on the first act. 


Aldrich & Myers, who produced ‘Piease,” expect to start soon on ‘John 
Burgess, Berlin.’ Script is in process of revision. 


Helen Brooks Ill 


Helen Brooks, ingenue in ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ at the Fulton, N.Y., 
is out of the show with a throat ail- 
ment. Margaret Joyce, understudy 
and assistannt stage manager, is sub- 
bing for her. Anna Erskine, pro- 
duction - assistant in the Lindsay- 
Crouse office, is handling the as- 





sistant stage manager assignment, 
She’s also a radio writer, doing the 
script for ‘Metropolitan Auditions.’ 

Miss Brooks has had an infection 
of the vocal chords for some time, 
but last Thursday (16) went to a 
| specialist, who ordered her out of 
the show immediately, possibly for 
two weeks, 








Lily Cahill, completely recovered 
from. long illness, is rehearsing in 
‘Little Dark Horse.’ It'll be her first 





Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 22-Nov. 1) 

‘Ah, Wilderness’ (Harry Carey )— 
Cass, Detroit (27-1). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim)—Plymouth, Boston (22- 
1). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (Clifton Webb, 
Peggy Wood)—Wilbur, Boston (22- 
25); National, Washington (27-1). 

‘Blossom Time’—Miller, Augusta, 
Ga. (22); Royal, Columbus, Ga. (23); 
Grand, Macon, Ga. (24): Mun. Aud., 
Savannah (25); Lanied Aud., Mont- 
gomery, Ala. (27); Temple, Birming- 
ham (28-29); Bijou, Chattanooga 
(30); Bijou, Knoxville (31); Wood- 
land Aud., Lexington, Ky. (1). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wynn)—English, Indianapolis (22); 
Taft Aud., Cincinnati (23-25); Hart- 
man, Columbus, O. (27-29); Mem. 
Aud., Louisvifle (31-1). 

‘Clash by Night’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head, Joseph Schildkraut }—Wilson, 


Detroit (27-1). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee) —Selwyn, 
Chicago (22-1). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago (22-1). 

‘Helizapoppin’—Kimo, Atlbuquer- 


que, N. M. (22); Plaza, El Paso (23); 
Texas, San Antonio (25-26); Para- 
mount, Austin, Texas (27); City Aud., 
Beaumont, Texas (28); Worth, Ft. 
Worth (29); Melba, Dallas (30-31); 
Aud., Wichita Falls, Texas (1). 
‘High Kickers’ (George Jessel)— 
Forrest, Philadelphia (22-25). 

‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
son)—Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
(22-25); Masonic Aud., Rochester, 
N. Y. (27-29); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(30-1). 

‘Johnny -Belinda’—Nixon, 
burgh (27-1). 

‘Junior |Miss’—Playhouse, 
mington (31-1). 

‘Land Is Bright’—National, Wash- 
ington (22-25). 

‘Let’s Face It’ (Danny Kaye)— 
Colonial, Boston (22-25). 

‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram )—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (22-1). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern)—Eaton Aud., To- 
ronto (22-28); Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. 
(29); Empire, Syracuse, N. Y. (30-1). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor 
Moore, William Gaxton)—Erlanger, 
Chicago (22-1). 

‘Macbeth’ (Maurice Evans, Judith 
Anderson) — Shubert, New Haven 
(23-25); Colonial, Boston (27-1). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)— 
El Capitan, Hollywood (22-1). . 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel 
Waters )—Geary, San Francisco 
(27-1). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Laird 
Cregar)—Alcazar, San Francisco 
(22-1). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes)—Copley, Boston (22-1). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tom 
Powers)—His Majesty's, Montreal 
(22-25); Royal, Toronto (27-1). 


Pitts- 


Wil- 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Lafayeite, 
Detroit (22-25); Lafayete, Detroit 
(27-1). 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Shrine Mosque, 


Peoria, Ill. (22); English, Indian- 
apolis (23-25); Cox, Cincinnati 
(27-1), 

‘Native Son’—Nixon, Pittsburgh 


(22-25); American, St. Louis (27-1). 
‘Rio Rita’—Opera House, Boston 
(22-1); Forrest, Philadelphia (27-1). 
‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Anna Sten, Lyle Talbot)—Erlanger, 
Buffalo, N. Y. (22); Empire, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. (23); Erie, Schenectady, 
N. Y. (24-25); Separate Rooms, Wil- 
bur, Boston (27-1). 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
San Francisco (22-1). 
‘Sons of Fun’ (Ole Olson, Chic 
Johnson )—Shubert, Boston (30-1). 
‘Spring Again’ (Grace George, C 





(Dante) —Curran, 


TS 


Plays Out of Town 





THE LAND IS BRIGHT 


Washington, Oct. 21. 
Play in three acts by George S. Kaufman 
and Edna Ferber; staged by Kaufman; 
setting by Jo Mielziner; presented by Max 
Gordon at the National theatre. week of 
Oct. 20, "41; $3.80 top. 


BIaRS. .ccccvesccesocenscocess Herbert Duffy 
Matt Carlee sic scccccvccssees Jack Hartley 
Jesse Andrews..s.+-eeees- Roderick Maybee 
Ollie Pritchard. .....eeeeees: Grover Burgess 
Lacey Kincaid.....ccceces: Ralph Theadore 
Tana Kincaid........+ecee+++-Martha Sleeper 
Deborah Hawk8....ccccececes Ruth Findlay 
Mtiow Wimeeka..sccocicsccesess Phyllis Povah 
Pe a Flora Campbell 
Count Waldemar Czarniko..../ Arnold Moss 
Grant . BIncOld. ..0scccccvadsoses Leon Ames 
Flora Delafleld............ Muriel Hutchison 
Tt POI vac ce viccct cent’ G, Albert Smith 
Miaw PePR ec ccececscoacecseeves Edith Rusell 
Doreet...cisvccececvcescccecveses Walter Beck 
Anne Shad... .cccccccccess Louise Larabee 
Clare Caron. .ccccccccccccsess K. T. Stevens 
Linda Kincaid.....cccecss Diana Barrymore 
Wayne Kimcald..icccoccctscs Hugh Marlowe 
CHOAUMOUF. occcccosevecensecse Norman Stuart 
OS Ee ey eo Elaine Shepard 
Sorry TUMGHON, .. o.sicnccctess Robert Shayne 
Theodore Kincaid........-- William Roerick 
SOO TODOEES . css cccevese ...-James La Curto 
Wee ccusdckveeuna eeseeéauenas Lili Valenty 
PRORORR. sons oa osa0ve eeetaes Russell Conway 
Timothy Kincaid........Dickie Van Patten 
Elien Hudson........ee. Constance Brigham 
Lacey Kimenid. ...cccscsseseces John Draper 
Bart Hilliard. .....ccsss Charles McClelland 


Count Waldemar Czarniko Il..Arno!ld Moss 





Still fascinated, as in the case of 
‘The American Way,’ with American 
history as reflected in the life of one 
family, George S. Kaufman has now 
collaborated with Edna Ferber to 
report the stormy story of a robber 
baron of the 90s. For a time it looks 
as though ‘The Land Is Bright’ will 
turn out to be a hit play, but a few 
moments before the. second act cur- 
tain it all explodes in a blaze of 
melodramatic frenzy; a_ climactic 
scene in which almost all those on 
stage engage in what appears to be 
a plunge off tackle and sending au- 
dience out laughing when it shouldn’t 
be. Doctoring is in order. 

Third act is a letdown punctuated 
byeseveral patriotic speeches. First 
two acts are reasonably smooth, up 
to that certain point, but third is 


sustaining ingredients and anything 
remotely resembling entertainment, 
Most of the action and dialog makes 
less sense and is more confusing than 
the eight Saroyan predecessors, 


Starting at scratch, the conglom. 
eration comprises much seemingly 
senseless talk and antics, some sing. 
ing, dancing and piano and clarinet 
music, a very modified striptease, a 
bit of philosophizing and several 
speeches of poetic quality. A few 
laughs are provoked by the very ab. 
surdity of the characters’ actions and 
speeches. 


The piece’s chief virtues are its 
brevity and the fact that it keeps 
you awake trying to figure the mess 
out and debating in your mind if the 
author really is sane. The initial 
curtain rose at 8:45 p.m. and the last 
one rang down at 10:15, and during 
part of the time that the play was 
in progress there were stretches 
when the performers spoke nary a 
line and danced up ard down the 
stage foolishly. 

Says Saroyan, giving the lowdown 
on the program: ‘Immortality is the 
only reality. This play, instead of 
imitating things, which is the pas- 
sion of the dead and dying, is things.’ 
Figure that one out. 


The two acts and four scenes are 
laid in the fiction room of the San 
Francisco public library, which con- 
tains, of all things, a librarian’s 
green velvet couch on which the 
librarian reclines like Cleopatra and 
dispenses books; a pianola, a green 
and red child’s playwagon, a modern 
cash register and a shelf of worn- 
out books. A woman shrouded in 
black keeps walking in and out of 
the revolving door entrance and 
finally steps away to do a modified 


(Continued on page 60) 





Play on Broadway 











rough-hewn instead of a_ polished 
piece of craftsmanship. 

‘Land Is Bright’ embraces a con- 
siderable period in the life of the 
dynasty founded by old Lacey Kin- 
caid in the days when a man could 
get away with stealing a railroad or 
a copper mine. All action occurs 
in the gaudy. Kincaid mansion on 
Fifth avenue, first act set in the ’90s, 
second in the early ’20s and the last 
at present. 

It’s probably a reasonably accu- 
rate facsimile of such a family, with 
its strong and its weak. Authors’ 
theme is that vast wealth has bred 
not only discontent, but an attitude 
that is not for the general good. In 
the end the head of the clan, old 
Lacey’s son, is the lone holdout, but 
a confused one, against the newly 
realized conception of democracy. 

If Kaufman summons himself in 
his capacity of play-doctor there’s a 
healthy patient here for him to work 
on, Play’s theme is solid and its 
narrative is ample enough. There’s 
a host of salty characters, too. And 
the dialog is lively, full of punch 
and peppered with wit. 

‘Land Is Bright’ is a field day for 
actors and actresses, letting many of 
them run the age gamut from youth 
to the 60’s and 170’s, meanwhile 
shouting vituperative speeches at one 


another. All in principal roles are 
effective, Martha Sleeper, Phyllis 
Povah, Ralph Theodore and Leon 


Ames standing out. Miss Sleeper, 
in fact, cast as the Kincaid daughter 
married to a title in the ’90s, be- 
coming an oft-married ‘European’ in 
the ’20s, and finally a woman ‘so 
glad’ she is an American, carries a 
heavy burden in the drama and 
never lets it down. Impressing with 
handling of somewhat lesser tasks 
are Diana Barrymore (daughter of 
John), K. T. Stevens (daughter of 
film director Sam Wood), Flora 
Campbell, Arnold Moss, Muriel Hut- 
chison, Louise Larabee, Hugh Mar- 
lowe and Dickie Van Patten. 

Jo Mielziner’s set is a true work 





Aubrey Smith)—Walnut, Philadel- 
phia (27-1). 
‘Student Prince’—War 


Memorial 
N. J. (22); Mishler, | 
Altoona, Pa. (23); Embassy, Johns- | 
town, Pa. (24); Maryland, Cumber- | 
land, Md. (25); Mun. Aud., Charles- 
ton, W. Va. (27); Colonial, Bluefield, 
W. Va. (28); Academy of Music, 
Roanoke, Va. (29); Lyric, Richmond 
(30-1). 

‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis 
—Harris, Chicago (22-1). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—-Norva, Nor- 
folk, Va. (22); Lyfic, Richmond, Va. 
(23-25); State, Raleigh, N. C. (27); 
Carolina, Durham, N. C.- (28); Caro- 
lina, Greensboro, N. C. (29); Caro- 
lina, Charlotte, N. C. (30); Aud., Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (31). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Mayfair, Portland, Ore. (22-25); Me- 
tropolitan, Seattle (27-1). 

‘Western Union, Please’ (formerly 
‘Father’s Day’ (Charles Butterworth) 


Aud., Trenton, 


Skinner) 





stage appearance since ‘First Lady.’ 


of art Mac. 
Minneapolis, Oct. 17. 
Play in two acts and four scenes by 
William Saroyan. Staged by Reid B. Erek- 
son and produced by National Theatre Con 
ference’s special permission Setting by 
Frank Whiting Presented by University 
of Minnesota Playhouse, Minneapolis, Oct. 
16, 1941, 
Jim Dandy, anybody....... Gerald Phillips 
Jim Crow, anybody else...James Patterson 
Johnny, young man with one foot in 
STOVE. cccssccesecics Huntington Miller 
Flora, his wife...........ssee..-.Mary Moore 
Little Johnny, their son...... Gary Erekson 
Fishkin, pessimist....c.cccecced Allen Joseph 
SOCK, OPEINIS ys cccceswccessvsl Allan Livers 
MOllY.......eeeseeeeeee- Gertrude Lippincott 
EOOUUEP CORPPIO? . 660.66 0650 6 0vies' Dale Eckiund 





This is a play that, according to 
the author’s own explanation, ‘con- 
tains no characters, no imitations of 
people and no plot, but which con- 
tains the writer (weight 170 pounds), 
the reader when read, and the be- 
holder when seen.’ His latest brain- 
child isn’t compounded of the stuff 
that spells success in the commer- 
cial theatre and probably never will 
attain a Broadway hearing. 

The reason that ‘Jim Dandy’ isn’t 
likely to reach the Broadway boards 
is that it out-Saroyans Saroyan in 





—Studebaker, Chicago (22-1). 


its lack of plot, continuity, interest- ' 








AS YOU LIKE IT 


Comedy by William Shakespeare pree 
sented at the Mansfield, N, Y., Oct. 20, ‘41, 
by Ben A. Boyar and Eugene S. Bryden; 
Helen Craig, Alfred Drake and Carol Stone 


featured; staged by. Bryden; settings and 
costumes | by Lemuel Ayers; inc 
music by Henry Holt; $2.20 top 


Orlando .Alfred Drake 


idental 







MET. cs ocsccesevncns seuss os Ross Matthew 
Oliver. ccoccecccccccescccooed Arthur L. Sachs 
DORR. céccceesctsesesenesecs Kenneth Tobey 
CRAPION, 6 0c cecctcrcécsete ee Peter Cusanelli 
Celia... so ccccccecscoeecsceedeces Carol Stone 
BEOORTING de ccccccceoseceocecco Om Craig 
DOBCRBIOMNGs ocscccdepecesses Leonard Elliott 
EM TONG s ci vccvececé6eeeese ve John Lorenz 
Duke Frederick..... »+-David Leonard 
Re eer »++-Harry Sheppard 
ot ae edescnccscgenm Cal 
POMMOG, 03 60066068000 6KOOeSs Philip Bourneuf 
AMIONS. ccocsocess ecoseccecs murvyn Vye 
BP os er icereteasesdesies -David Leonard 
Audrey........sssccccoeee valentine Vernon 
Sir Oliver Martext..........: James O'Neill 
TDs 5 és 6 00066 0es peeebaae Paula Trueman 
NS 6 o.da 046056 80% ~.eeee- Kenneth Tobey 
Miscellaneous: Randolph Echols, Wallace 
House, Florence Winston, John Lund, 
Allyn Rice, Ruth Krakovska Doloris 
Hudson 


‘As You Like It’ has rarely been 
seen professionally in New York 
during the past decade. Maybe that 
was the reason for dusting off this 
Shakespearean comedy, and, by pre- 
senting it at moderate prices, there 
may be a student draw. As for a 
run, little chance. 

‘As’ is the first Shakespearean play 
of the season, second due in a few 
weeks being ‘Macbeth.’ Latter, with 
Maurice Evans topping, will have a 
much stronger playing strength. ‘As’ 
has no real names and cast is made 
up of young players. 

Present work does not permit the 
burlesque that attended the presen- 
tation of ‘The Taming of the Shrew,’ 
which was made so likeable and suc- 
cessful by the Lunts. Nor is there 
comparison to ‘Falstaff,’ which was 
a romp for Evans, However, in other 
times ‘As’ was no stranger to Broad- 
way, but it was played by glamour- 
ous actresses in comparison to those 
at the Mansfield 

Pjay is in two acts; is 
as to production; has some 
ful costumes and dashes of incidental 
music. It has a wrestling bit that 
would hardly rouse Dan Parker; it’s 
that quick and the champ is tossed 


economical 
color- 


with a stranglehold. The victory 
gets Orlando in trouble with Rosa- 
|lind. He woos the little vixen in 
the forest, but it’s a daffy kind of 


romance because the sap doesn't rec- 
ognize his treasure dressed as a boy. 
There’s a young shepherd carrying 
the torch, too, and he is rather 
funny. 

Helen Craig is Rosalind, playing 
the part well enough. She was in 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ which didn’t get 
much money last season, but’ kept 
her name in the public prints. She 
had no lines in that work, playing 
a mute girl, but plenty currently. 


Alfred Drake is Orlando, while 
Fred Stone’s youngster daughter, 
Carol, is the giddy Celia. Philip 


Bourneuf, as the melancholy Jaques, 
drew down a right good hand for 
speaking the ‘seven ages of man 
lines. Leonard Ell‘ott, as Touch- 
stone the clown, Harry Sheppard and 
John Call, as shepherds, and Arthur 
L. Sachs, as Orlando’s villainous 
brother, are among those who gel 
across, Ibee. 
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5 Chi Theatres Housing Shows; 
? 
P h "$25,000 ( dia, 166 
in Chicago, with only one, the 
Blackstone, remaining shuttered as HIGH 2146, PHILLY 
Sunday (19) the Studebaker | re- ; 
lighted ‘Western Union, Please,’ ex- Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
vance sales are concerned. Last | to one last week and continue on the 
night (Monday) the Grand Opera | same basis this week, with the lone 
Cornell in ‘Doctor's Dilemma’ and |ers’ at the Forrest getting the nat- 
i ural breaks, 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (5th week)/| opinion about ‘Kickers,’ with some 
u 


» 
Chicago, Oct. 21. ESS S§ 6 KERS’ 
There are now five legit theatres J EL KIC 
the season really gets into swing. On 
tremely disappointing as far as ad- Philly's legit ranks were cut down 
House reopened with Katharine | entrant, George Jessel’s ‘High Kick- 
should have capacity three weeks. 
There was a little difference of 
(1,000; $2.75). This small cast, one-| objections to its blueness, but the 
$16,000, still fine money. 
to up admission prices above the 
smashed through on opening week Detroit, Oct. 21. 
be able to do around $27,000. bert-Lafayette got underway with 
h -maker by a wide wi 
ut healthy money when the Wilson opens next Mon- 
* Estimates for Last Week 
6 ‘Native Son,’ Cass (1,480; $2.75) (2d 
’ wk). Hit along in the second week 
dark for a week awaiting ‘Ah. 
a Wilderness.’ 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Shubert- 
tinued to build to good $7,400, with 
ers in Pennsylvania and New York ‘Rooms’, $8,500, Makes 
the solo night, but takings there- 
town, Binghamton and Schenectady, $8.500 last week at Nixon. Doesn’t 
mately $18,300. Average show get-| 

















setter is a boxoffice honey, though | Jessel musical commanded a cork- 
down somewhat from capacity at| ing $21,500 on its first week. 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (1st ° e e 
week) (1,400; $3.85). This is the 2 Legiis In Detroit; 
first show in a long time here to try ; 
$3.30 mark, but is getting away with ‘North Okay $7,400 
it. A sellout at all performances and 
to capacity $25,000. With new aaa | This town got out of the one- 
of seven nights and one matinee will |} ,\1:6 stage last week, when the Shu- 
‘Theatre,’ Harris (3d week) (1,000; | yy and Mrs. North.’ Detroit will 
2.75). Running third in the loop,| <oon hit it to a three-house basis 
margin despite slight slip to $11,500. | q.. (97) with Clifford Odets’ ‘Clash 
by Night.’ 
on the same level as in its first and 
picked off another $11,000. House 
Lafayette (1,650; $2.75) (1st wk). 
Although crix didn’t enthuse, it con- 
One of the touring ‘Life With | second week outlook slightly better. 
Father’ companies played one-night- 
last week. Starting in Hershey, a 
corking gross of $3,469 was drawn on 
after were under expectations. Other Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
stands played were Reading, Allen-| ‘Separate Rooms’ got estimated 
total on the week being approxi-| sound ike mych, in view of healthy 


grosses town’s lone legit site has 
fing that aad ome —," more | been rolling up so far ethis season, 
p mod St a —— peopl’ | but that figure represents a profit for 
; a both house and low-budget show. 
Montreal. Oct. 21. Of five shows at Nixon until now, 
‘Life with Father,’ with Dorothy | ‘Rooms got the least coin, falling 
Gish and Louis Calhern at $2.94 top, | Short of ‘Native Son biz by $3,500. 
got mild gross here at His Majesty’s|Alan _Dinehart-Lyle by yes 
last week, approximating $11,000. It Sten comedy — for ch. Ni op. 
preceded reopening of Frank Mc- | CT!x gave it the _ ; Tush. Nixon 
Coy’s winter season of presenting | Currently has ‘Native Son,’ back just 
Broadway hits with name guest | three weeks after it first played here, 
stars, which started Monday (20) | 4 $1.65 top against $2.20 last time. 
with ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘ . ; ge Pe 
featuring Tom Powers A 1 $6 200 S fr 
McCoy had a good 16-week straw- hima 9 In =e 
hat season here closing last month. wisobetbe’ 
San Franciseg, Oct. 21. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ has 


‘NIGHT’ GETS $14,500 been tentatively set into the Alcazar, 


opening Monday (27). Dante, 


magician, kicked off at the Geary, 
In Ist Road Stands Monday (20). Curran is currently 


owes ce Aga three-week farewell 

















|sesh with “Tobacco Road’ which 
The Lunts, in ‘There Shall Be No j picked up estimated $18,000 on the 
Night,’ opened in Harrisburg, Pa., last | run. 
Thursday (16), starting point of a| Second week of ‘Mambas Daugh- 
southern tour. Wheeling and Charles- | ters’ at Geary, big $9,300. First two 


ton, W. Va., followed and in four |days of Auto Show, with Bob Hope 


performances the show got estimated | personalling, $11,000. 

$14,500. At Roanoke, Va., Monday | Estimates for Last Week 

(20), ‘Night’ grossed approximately ‘The Male Animal,’ Alcazar (1,390: 

$4,800, matinee and night. 1$1.25) (6th wk.). Otto Kruger top- 
There had been erroneous reports |per duplicated last week’s okay busi- 

that the script was revised. War |ness almost to the dollar for a nifty 

drama is being played exactly as | $6,200 

when on Broadway and the road last | ‘Dante,’ Geary (1,286: 

season. Opened last night (Monday). 


‘Hold Hats’ Gets Okay Turkish Bath’ Again 
$19,000 in Cleve. Wk. 


$1.65). 





Skeets Gallagher and Stuart Erwin 


Cleveland, Oct. 21. 
‘Hold On To Your Hats’ had a sat- 
isfactory week at the Hanna, drop- 
Ping an estimated $19,000 into Al 
Jolson’s hat in eight performances 
at $3.30 top. 
Matinee for benefit of Actors 
Fund of America garnered $1,500. 


| Coast producer, to co-star in a re- 
ivival of ‘Ladies Night in a Turkish 
| Bath.’ Farce will be cast and re- 
hearsed on the Coast and then 
| brought to Broadway Cyrus Daniel 
Wood is modernizinz the script. 
Rosen obtained the rights to the 
| play from the estates of Avery Hop- 


| 
| 


Advance sale on current ‘Life With | wood and Charleton Andrews. A. H. | 


Father’ boosted by visits of Oscar 
Serlin, producer, and Mrs. Clarence 
Day, Jr., widow of play’s author. 


| Woods was the original producer, 


‘Neighbor’ $3,700 in Balto 


ig oy cone ]. ‘ 
‘Good Neighbor,’ by localite Jac 
PART I Levin, y gam t Ford’s here last 














Broadway Angel come to earth week By Sam yrd a Sinclair 
peme and get your money's } aye Lewis, received mild critical atten- 
" ” sale : r 
the thar Assertion will clnor and tot. yyonke y By oF ad but raves for Anna 
INTERESTED? FINE! Biz for seven shows aes poor at 
Call BEekman 8-1429 estimated $3,700 for 1, seats at 
$2.22 top. 


PRODUCERS 


Just Finished a Topical C dy Acts : 
For further information write Box 194, Somes, Se TS. 46th St., New York 
































Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Chills and Fever’ — Harlan 
Thompson. 


‘Hope for a Harvest’—Theatre 
Guild. 


‘Junior Miss’—Max Gordon. 
‘Papa Is All’—Theatre Guild. 


‘Play With Fire’—Reginald 
Denham. 


‘Sons o’ Fun’—Lee Shubert, 
Harry Kaufman. 


‘Fire Escape’—Frank Ross. 

‘Banjo Eyes’—A! Lewis, Warn- 
er Bros. 

‘Spring Again’—Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor’—Luther 
Greene. 

‘Clash by Night’—Billy Rose. 

‘The Mulberry Bush’—Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr. 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth’—Bo- 
retz, Schorr, Bloomingdale. 

‘Claudia’ (road, 3d and 4th 
companies )—John Golden. 

‘The Rivals’ (revival )—Theatre 
Guild. 


Hub Heavy With 
Legit; Coward's 
Spirit, $13,500 


Boston, Oct. 21. 
Again the town’s topper was ‘Let’s 
Face It, new Cole Porter musical 
with Danny Kaye starred. Katharine 
Cornell bettered ‘her first week’s 
mark here in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ as 
it finished its two-week date here 














|Saturday (18). ‘Arsenic and Old 


A Profit in Pittsburgh 


Lace’ is still solid, now in its fourth 
frame and definitely set for six 
stanzas anyway. ‘Blithe Spirit,’ new 
Noel Coward farce, did only so-so 
biz in its initial week here, and so 
did a revival of ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ (Taylor Holmes) at p 
rices. Shubert’s revival of ‘Rio 

ita’ was okay for first four per- 
formances last week, but not up to 
pace set by ‘Student Prince,’ playing 
the two weeks previous. 

‘The Mikado, also sponsored by 
the Shuberts, bowed into the 
Majestic Monday (20), with other 
Gilbert and Sullivan shows planned 
as a repertoire, with weekly changes. 
The Olsen and Johnson musical, the 
title of which changes frequently, is 
now due in for its preem Oct. 30, in- 
stead of the 23d as_ previously 
| planned. Maurice Evans and Judith 
| Anderson in ‘Macbeth’ are due at the 
Colonial Oct. 27, and two shows are 
dated for Nov. 10: ‘Banjo Eyes,’ with 





|jhave been engaged by Al Rosen, | 


Eddie Cantor, and ‘Junior Miss,’ with 
| Leonore Lonergan. ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
| with Alan Dinehart, Anna Sten and 
| Lyle Talbot, is dated for the Wilbur 
| Oct. 27. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Colonial (2d week) 
| (1,643; $3.30). Although the tryout 
itrade here has been of smash-hit 
| proportions ever since it opened, the 
musical has been tightened up some- 
what, nevertheless. Tallied terrific 
$25,000 last week. One more stanza. 
| ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert (2d 
| week) (1,590; $3.30). Held to good 
even pace and hit $20,000 for second, 
|final-week. Slightly better than 
previous week. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth 


(3d week ) (] 480: $2 75). No let- 
down in extra heavy biz since the 
opening, and is set for at least six 


weeks. Last week $17,500 and ad- 
vance reservations still coming 
strong. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Wilbur (1st week) 
| (1,227; $2.75). Good Noel Coward 
fare enacted by very competent cast, 


but it’s not sweeping the town. First 
week hit $13,500, slightly disappoint- 
ing. One more week. 
‘Rio Rita,’ Opera House (four per- 
ormances) (2,950; $2.20). Off to a 
1 start v $7.000 garnered fo} 

first four performances. Two more | 
weeks planned 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 


Copley (1,038; $1.65). This one has 
been pretty well milked around 
here Original opened here, then 
Woolleott played it, and summer 
theatres this year spread it all over 
|New England, including the Boston 


|area. Too much opposition, and held | 


down to $4.000. 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 

Appearing here at the Yacht Club, 
Lionel Kaye, who calls himself ‘The 
Daffy Auctioneer,’ flew into New 
York last week on his Sunday off, 
did an audition for Olsen and John- 
son as part of the regular floor show 
at the Hurricane Club and was 
promptly signed for ‘Sons O’ Fun.’ 
Faye ciosed here couple of days 
ahead of schedule (16) to report for 
rehearsals. 

Deal calls for Kaye to stay with 
‘Sons O’ Fun’ at least 10 weeks, after 
| which he can pull out, getting $100 
weekly royalty from O-J thereafter 
|for his act and material. 





O-J Sign Lionel Kaye 4 


Extra Holiday Matinee Boosts Bway 
Biz; ‘Best Foot 
‘OBrien N.G. 9156, ‘Wookey’ 166 


Capacity $27,000, 





Extra matinees on Columbus Day 
upped takings for a number of 
shows. No new shows last week, 
but anticipated hits are on the way 
to Broadway. 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O. (Operetta). 

‘All Men Are Alike,’ Hudson 2nd 
week) (C-1,094; $3.30). Picked up 
again, with takings around $8,000; 
show needs that much or bit more 
to break even; staying chances 
should soon be clearer. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(4lst week) (CD-938; $3.30). More 
than $16,500 for continued capacity 
pace; not likely to be affected, even 
when newer hits arrive. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(3rd week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Looks 
like real coin-getter; quoted over 
$27,000, an extra holiday matinee 
acccunting for the amount over 
normal capacity. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (36th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Among the shows that 
improved last week, when takings 
topped $11,000; three other companies 
soon to be on tour. 

‘Candle In The Wind,’ Shubert ‘D- 
1,327; $3.30). Presented by Theatre 
Guild and Playwrights Co.: written 
by Maxwell Anderson; drew big 
grosses at tryout dates; opens to- 
night (22). 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Morosco 
(5th week) (C-938; $3.30). Rated 


HAYES BIG 306 








Washington, Oct. 21. 

‘Candle in the Wind’ last week 
proved the Phayweriekts Co. and The- 
atre Guilty far from foolhardy in 
considering Wshington a two-week 
theatre town. Maxwell Anderson 
drama, with Helen Hayes in leading 
role, garnered an estimated $25,- 
000-plus, at $3.30 top, for second 
week, grossing a total of more than 
$50,000 for two-week stay at the Na- 
tional. 

Current (20-25) is ‘The Land Is 
Bright,’ by George S. Kaufman and 
Edna Ferber. 


‘DINNER’ $40,000 IN 4 








Los Angeles, Oct 21. 
The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
| finally left the table at the El Capi- 





|tan in Hollywood last weekend with | 


| his girth considerably bulged 
through a boxoffice intake of esti- 
|mated $40,000 for the four weeks. 
iFinal stanza was still strong at 
$10,500, but run’s end was forced by 
lstudio calls for Laird Cregar, star of 
the piece. That’s considered im- 
portant coin at $1.50 top and may be 
played back. Otto Kruger opened 
Sunday (19) in ‘The Male Animal. 
Dante’s magic show at the Bilt- 
‘more, also at $1.50 top, grossed ap- 
|proximately $15,000 on the two 


| weeks, halved in the final session. | 


| House goes dark until Nov. 19, when 
| Katharine Cornell makes g 10-day 





St. Louis, Oct. 21 
‘My Sister Eileen’ wound up two- 
week stand at the American Satur- 
day (18) with an estimated take of 
$10,500 for the final week. ouse 
| was scaled to $2.50. Piece sopped 
an approximate $14,000 In first week 


can last night (Monday) at $2.50 gop. 


LA. WKS.; DANTE 156 


istand with ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma. 


Eileen’ $10,500 in St. L. 


Veloz and Yolanda’s dance concert | 
began a week’s stand in the Ameri- | 


;around $6,000; hardly nets a profit 
{at that level; will be played another 
|couple of weeks and, if attendance 
| improves, will be moved. 

| ‘Goed Neighbor,’ Windsor (CD-873; 
$3.30). Presented by Sam _ Byrd; 
written by Jack L. Levin; first tried 
| out in summer theatre; fair pros- 
eh at regular tryout; opened Tues- 
| ay 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 

(160th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). End 
| of run still not in sight, but ‘Sons 
|o’ Fun’ slated for house late next 
|; month; up last week to approximate- 
| ly $28,000. 
| ‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (2d 
| repeat engagement) (14th week) (R- 
| 3.027; $1.65). Jumped way up, with 
| weekend attendance of standee pro- 
| portions; quoted at $29,300, which 
spotted it close to top of list again. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed (28th week) (M-1,376: $4.40). 
Broadway’s leader will probably go 
through new season ®egardless of 
other musicals; that’s indicated by 
way show resumed after summer 
layoff; over $30,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (101st 
week) (CD-900; $3.30). Improved 
somewhat to $15,500 and looks cinch 
for another season’s run despite two 
companies on road, 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (43rd 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). One of the 
shows that climbed because of an 
extra holiday matinee; rated around 
$13.000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ St. James (resumed) 
(M-1,520: $3.30). Last week close to 
$15,000; big Sunday attendance a fac- 
tor; previous week estimate in ere 
ror; takings then $14,000; moved here 
from Shubert Monday. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (5ist 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Passes year’s 





|mark this week; more than held its 
|own last week, with gross over $25,- 
cs e ®' 000: okay into winter. 


| ‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (47th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Tickets on 
sale through fall; holdover still fa- 
vored and business continues profit- 
able: $10.000 and better. 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (6th 
week) (D-1,075: $3.30). Commands 
good agency sales and should last 
well into winter period; improved to 
around $16,500; night attendance 
much the best. 

‘Viva O’Brien,’ Majestic (2d week) 
(M-1,716; $3.30). First full week es- 
timated around $9,500. which is 
much too light for musical comedy; 
backers intend keeping if* on, how- 
| ever. 
| ‘Watch On the Rhine,’ Martin 
| Beck (29th week) (D-1,214). One of 
ithe holdovers that should play 
| through Winter; war drama getting 
| consistently good business, though 
| not capacity; $16,000 estimated. 

REVIVAL 
| ‘Ah, Wilderness’ Guild (CD-914: 
$2.20). Final and 4th week; revival 
faring moderately well; estimated 
around $8,500; goes on tour next 
week. 
| ‘As You Like It,’ Mansfield (C-1,- 

050; $2.20). Presented by Eugene §. 
| Bryden and Ben A. Boyar: pop scale 
| for Shakespearean comedy; opened 


Monday; doubtful. 


ADDED 

| ‘Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo,’ 
| Metropolitan, Goes to road next 
| week. 

‘Jooss Ballet,’ Elliot. Goes on tour 
at end of week 
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(See Page 55) 
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Field-Evans Add to Stoff 
Latest additions to the « oria 
staff of the comil Mat li 3 ( 
Silliman Evans morning da 1< 


OW d D nby, a 


cago are } 
editor, and Ed Relticker, as supsr- 
Vising sports editor. Denby ts cur- 
rently with Esquire, Inc ( f 
of the feature syndicate, and will re- 


tain that post in conjunc! 


duties on the new daily. Re er j 
a former Chi Hearst man 
No decision has yet been 2 0! 


’ - 


the amusement seiup, though Cla 
Rodenbach, formerly of the Chiecaro 
Daily News, is rumored as piciure 
critic. 

Name contest, with prizes totaling 
$10,090, gets underway today ‘(Tues- 
day) with ad spreads in three Chi- 
cago dailics. No ad in the Chicago 
Tribure, the town’s 


morning doily 


and which will be the opposition 
for the new paper. However, ab- 
sence of ad is explained on the 
grounds that the Tribune does not 


accept locsl] ccmpetitive advertising. 

Radio anncuncements 
test will break later this week 
most locs! ststions, but it is sa 
that WGN wi!l not run them for the 
Same reaso the Tribune. Ads 
are being handled through the Hays 
McFarlan? avency; radio placements 
throush Schwimmer & Scott. Con- 
test itse!f, which will have 1,308 
prizes, will he judged and conducted 
by Dr. L!ovd Herrold of Northwest- 
ern University. 


1 


on tne ccon- 


es 


Auto Linare Way OW” 


Terrific decline in automobile ad- | 


veriising in U. S. papers durins Sen- 
tember, despite slight tilts in all 
other classifications, served to hold 
down general linage figures to only 
a fraction of a percent increase over 
Sentember. 1249. Media Records cal- 
culations for month show more 
than a 40% drop in auto linage, the 


the 


result of car manufacturers being | 
unable to fill orders under the cur- 


tailment imposed by government pri- 
orities. 
In New York City dailies showed 


an even division between gainers and | 
during September. | 


losers -in linage 
Those who had more than a year ago 
included the Journal-American 
(largest gainer, 70,090 lines), Post 
(65,000 lines), Times (40,000, and 
Mirror (9,000). Decreases were reg- 
istered by the World-Telegram (24.- 
000), Sun (24,000). Herald Tribune 
(13,000), and News (13.000). 

All the Sunday sheets in New 
York showed losses, partially due to 
the auto decline, but principally 
merely because September last year 
had five Sundays to this year’s four 
Sundays. 

General mags 


of ads during September, but suffered 
a 6% decline in revenue. Women’ 
and special mags showed moderate 


increases 


‘Stomaching’ Pegler 


Declaring that it often didn’t like 
Westbrook Pegler either, the Seattle 
Post-Intelligentsia, which prints the 
Pegler column, asked members of the 
American Federation of 
‘stomach’ the pillar while in conven- 
tion in Seattle. Unique apology ap- 
peared in an editorial in the sheet. 
which is Hearst-owned but published 
by John Boettiger, President Roose- 
velt’s son-in-law. 

Editorial, headed ‘That Pegler Per- 
gon,’ said in part: 

‘We believe this is more thar 
ever important at this time. 
when democracy is in peril and 
one of the cornerstones that sup- 


ports it the freedom of the 
press, 

‘And we are certain that the 
American Federation of Labor, 
which is in the forefront of this 
fight for freedom, js quite capa- 
bie OL stomaching Mr. Pegler in 
he interests of maintaining one 


of the most valuabl 
freedom of expression.’ 


heritages 





Blumenthal’s Sequel 


George Blumenthal is writing a se- 
quel to his autobiography, 
Years in Show Business.’ New work 
is entitled ‘Inside Stories of the Life 
of Late Oscar Hammerstein.’ Blumen- 
thal was associated with the 
Presario for 35 years. 

Negotiations are pending to release 
mew work as a serial in advance of 
book publication. 





Jack Geuld on Long Leave 
Jack Gould, of the N. Y. Times 
drama department, has obtained 
leave of absence of between six 
months and a year. He is unde: 


treatment for an ailment of the eye! 


stood still on volume 


Labor to! 


‘My 60) 





rati 





i has boen advised to resi in t! 
Ac Y 1ea DY h 
G l leav Miay (22) for 
Texas ranch and will remain south 
| the ovtie ct ndi lO! ls c! « 
s. Gould, 10 Was profe: n 
’ | wn as Carmen Lew wa 
eriy secretary in the H r 
| iy & Russel Crouse office 


R. J. Cruikshank En Rouie 
On leave from recent appointmeni 
to director of American Div:-icn— 
Ministry of Information—R. J 
Cruikshank has left London for New 
York on temporary appointment as 


chief of British Press Service in the 
2. 

| Tiip is aftermath to political dis- 
it ion about having an ace news- 
man right on the American scene in 
speaking of things Britannia 
Cruikshank is editor of the Stax 
He takes on a job formerly assizned 


Liss 


to Vernon Bartlett of the News- 
Chronicle, who decided on a trip 
to Moscow for BBC insiead. 





Settle ‘Sherlock’ Suit 


A claim by the estate of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, author of the Sherlock 


Constant Readers 








San Quentin, Cal., Oct. 21. 
Constant readers are offered as 
a selling point to advertisers in 
the San Quentin News, first 
priscn weekly to reach out be- 
yond the walls to solicit paid 
copy. The News claims more 
than 15,000 week!y circulation as 
‘the most unique and thoroughly 
read publication in the world.’ 
Revenue is used for recreation 
and education inside the walls 
— . — ——— — 
D © 
eanna Durbin 
imma ©ONntinved from page "| 
supervision over writers, directors 


and leading men in future flicks and 
the right to meke outside films. 

19 Els in 

Those were her deman 

but 


a Row 

's all richt, 
wes a lot more back of her 
reason for making thom—censider- 
‘n? thet she’s the only leading piayer 
in Hellywood with 10 suecessful pic- 


there 


| tures in a row—than appeared on the 


Holmes mystery . stories, against! 
Erwin, Wasey ad agency, Foster & | 


Kleister Co., agents, and the Golden | 
| Brewing Co. has been settled out o: 
court, 

Plaintiff charged the unauthorized | 
use by the defendants of characters | 
|from the mysteries in connection | 
‘with advertising. 





For the Duration 


Thomas Somma, publisher of the 
| Handy Green Book, directory of 


New York legit, has been okayed by | 


the draft board medical examiner, 
and will report for training in a few 
days. 

His handbook will suspend 
| lication for the duration. 


pub- 


LITERATI OBITS 


Mrs. Florence French, editor and 
publisher of The Musical Leadei 
magazine, died in Chicago Oct. 14 
She founded the paper with her late 
husband, Charles F. French, 41 year 
ago. Three daughters survive. 
| Arch Rodgers, 42, foreign editor o 
| the United press, died in Mount Ver- 
non, N. Y., Oct. 14, his birthday. H 
had represented UP for more than 
10 years as correspondent in Soutl 
America and Europe. 


George P. Reuter, 71, retired news- 

per editor, died Oct. 14 in Le 
Angeles after a.long illnes H 
newspaper career began New 


nd covered sey eral otner c St- 
s; before he moved to the Los 
Examiner in 1911. He wa 
etary to Mayor H. H. Rose of 





Los Angeles for one term and re- 
turned ) the news field as founder 
editor of the Los Angeles Re- 
view. Ill health forced him to re- 

tire 10 years ago. 
49, pulp 


Russell Miers Coryell, 
magazine writer, died in 
| L. I, Oct. 16. Widow 
| Vive, 
| Ernest H. Crowhurst, 78, retired 

newspaper man and sports promoter, 

died in Philadelphia, Oct. 16. He had 
sports writer on The N. Y. 
k 1 from 1911 to 1916 and wa: 
| also with a number of other N. Y. 
| 
! 


Fre epo!l 
| SO! 


ana n sur- 


served as 





CS 


| and Philadelphia papers. 


nes; W: former editor of the 


McDavid Horton, 57, editor of the 
State, Columbia, S. C., daily, die 
Oct. 17 in Columbia 

Gus M. Torgerson, 51, retired 

| new paperman, died Oct. 15 in 
| Asheville, N. C after two year 
| As 


CHATTER 

Helen Brodrick Blache is writing 
a syndicated weekly Hollywood col- 

umn, 

Clare Boothe was forced to can- 
| cel a lecture engagement in Albany 
| Friday (17) under the auspices of a 
| women’s college group because of 


im-| illness. 


| William McElligott, rewrite man 
| on the N. Y. Post, switches to the 
| Herald Tribune in same capacity. 

Karl Bostrom, Post’s labor editor, is 
leaving to join a brother, Milwaukee 
| manufacturer, 

John M. Imrie, managing director 
of the Edmonton, Alberta, Journal, 
has resigned because of ill health. 
Walter <A. MacDonald, business 
manager, replaces. 


| 
| 


surface. 
It seems that she fell in love with 
Pevl wen he was an assistant to the 


istant director on the set. Feel- 
ing that it wes unbeeromines to have 
its prime mo-lticket marrying the 
evutivalent cf a second trombone, U 
arrenced to promote Paul to an as- 


sociate precucership. 

Inssmuch as they considered 
ed at vroducing, studio 
execs were allowing Desnna’s mate 
to season a bit when the fer-ne 
upped and insisted that hubby 
to he no in-name-only producer. 

Thereunon a stery which he ap- 
proved of was purchased for him ana 
Miss Purbin sse~ed contert again 
until Paul began demanding tov 
sters for the film which the 


him 


inexverier 


Vas 


| had bracketed for its lewest budget 


When Nate Blumbere. Matty 
Fox, Cliff Work, et al.. begen shout- 
ing ‘nreposterous.” Paul walked. 
And Miss Durbin balked. 

To the femme 


studio uld avpoint 


eloss, 


manv a 
Paul 


anything but president—and perhaps 
i t 4 


get Star, 


. of course, w 


even that. That’s why Miss Durbin 
would like to break from U and of- 
fer herself in a package with her 


is said. Paul is under- 
talking producer 


other half, it 
be 
with RKO, althoug 

year U chain around her neck there 
appears to be little prospect of Dur- 


bein tance to him 


stood to nact 


hat five- 


bin g of assi 





| Television 


‘ 





e 
| 
} 
i|Gerry & Turk Alberto Avevov 
Sil Walker St ° 
, amp's 
Victor Hugo’s Ore . 
M ‘a June Taylor 
Mayo's Andy Russell 
Jack Griffin Jean O'Neil 
Lolita Cortez Parker Sis 
Pepper Garat Siamps Swinesters 
Helen Jerico Buck Calhour 
Betty Jaynn Loose Nuts (3) 
vi + intone 
Mayo Swingsters Sun Ray Gardens 
Minstrel Tavern Rae & Dale 
Ed MeGoldrick, Jr. | Chane Lee 
Margie Rose March | Bill Hunter 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus] Agnes Willis 
Morse Sis Johnny Wages 
Stella Engel Andre & Francis 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr Don Anton Ore 
Moravian Bar 69th St. Rathskeller 
rungmates Bill Fletcher 
3 Keys Bella Belimont 
Nell Dieghan’s | Adele ‘le Vere 
' i It Virginia Lawlor 
say Hamilton Dotty Thompson 
| Dade K mball Tony Bennett Ore 
| 2otores & Vexo Ray Harkins 
‘iles & Jo-Ann ; . 
Geo Marchetti Ore Swan Club 
Leonard Cooks Marty Bohn 
Grooverneers Barbara Joan 
Old Falls Tavern - wong = 
eo alientine 
on bs Betty Pierce Nancy Lee 
Lo marcia } ; ty 
“ - P Bonnie Stuart 
silly’ Hayes’ Ore Earl Denny Ore 


| 
} 


' 














a 











Frankie Richardson 
Al Kilbride 

Open Door Cafe 
Frankie Schluth 
Charlie Vest 
Keller Sis 
Banks & 
1Vonettes 
abe Cummings 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Philadelphia Hotel 

Jeanette Garrete 

Jules Duke Ore 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Bill Russell 

Elaine Castle 

hurnetts 

Mlaginis 

Andrews Sis 
Koman Grille 

Billie Lee 

Marsha Stevens 

Dotty Lee 

Dick Jones 


Faye 


| Lenny Pegton Ore 


studio | 


| 
| 


anamm™”=”m continued from page ———ew | 





Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 

Chaves Ore 
Wendell Mason 
Billy Moore 

Sam’s Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
Cordinin 
rank Page 

kos 
Gordon 
Ore 


Rochelle 
Mike Ray 
Silver Lake Inn 
Montez & Adela 
Reed 

Alba 
Lucey 
Hassel Ore 
Spatola’s 


Renaldo (4) 


Geo 
nya 
Alice 
Frank 


Don 


Rilly 
Carlotts 
Chie 
Nick 


Rekom: 


Leo 


Suzanne 
Hele 
Jules 


Raths’r 


Art 
Val 


6 Ann 
Martha 


Geo 
Jean St 


Raybui 





Victor 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 


Freshmen 


rton’s Birds 
Willie Matthias Ore 
0b Copter 
Frat Aue! 
Fl Dumpo 
| Bob Manners Ore 


taken by Paramount, which is in on 
the ground floor as a 50% owner of 
DuM nt Durit the D I week, 
after months of tedious negotiations, 
DuMont and Radio Corp. of Amer- 
ica consummated deal for an ex- 
change of patents whieh paves the 
way for smooth expansion and de- 
velopment when the time comes for 
hat move to be made 

\mor other things, pushing tele- 
Vish at thi time would doubtless 
encounte difficulties in obtaining 

ifficient material for the manufac- | 
jture of a sufficient number of sets 
to build up the proper market for 
progral 

There is feeling in some quarters 
that television as applied to film 
theatres would give them a boost 
rather than cause interference. On 


| 
| 








the other hand, from 
of view, pointed that televish 
would give to radio what sound gave 


out 


| to pictures. 


JIM DANDY 


(Continued from page 58) 

trip and reveal herself as a pretty 
dance! Anothe! character is a 
young man wearing a small casket 
»>}on his pedal extremity to denote he 
has a foot in the grave, and, finally, 
Jim Dandy, supposed to be repre- 
entative of all mankind, is 
hered in and attended by his 
Negro flunky, Jim Crowe, a tap 
dancer. Jim Dandy perches himself 


on a chair atop a table, from where 
he lords it over the others. There's 
a love scene between the librarian 
and her. foot-in-the-grave husband 
that starts promisingly and then 
peters out into inanities, ending in 
confusion like practically everything 
else in the play. 

In the second act the librarian’s 
son, also with a foot in the grave, 
enters the scene and, for a Saroyan 


touch, playfully slaps the pretty 
dancer on her buttocks, repeating 
the procedure a number-of times 
The cast winds up presenting a 


senséless play. When the end of the 
play finally is reached each of the 
characters walks off, in turn, as the 
stage goes dark except for a flash of 
light in the revolving doors. 

Acting, direction and staging are 
of a high order, so the blame doesn’t 
rest in that quarter. Rees. 


the home point | 





Sammy Lipman 

Jean March 

lal Heene 

B f Trust G 
Eldorado Club 

Aggie Auld 

J Mackenzie Ore 


Gourmet Club 


Royal Hawaiians O 


) 


Bill Lochman 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Oreo 
( irl Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
1en 


t 


King Ore 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cow gill 
Grant Wilson 


Hotel Hollenden 


Callahan Sis 





Deane 
Rolly 
Woody 


Souther 


i 


» 


I 


James 


tale 


Austin 


Geo Schreck 
Re, 


Betty Gaynor 
Arthur Strohman 
Harry MeKay 
Sally La Mart 


Venice Grill 
Kennedy 
Katherine King 

j Varan 
Eddie Thomas 


nolds 


Wilson’s 
Joe Houg! 
Mathue 
Raddy 
Terry Regis 


Ss 


Dare 
cut & 
Gresha 


Fran Pj 


n 


Bubbles 
Peggy W 
Nels 


Yacht 


Baquet Or 


wel 


Clul 


S 


Q 


W 
n 


Hotel 


Ray 
Jose 


Ernie 


Freddie 


Mort 
Perez 
Taylor 


La Conga 


Cc 


Janis 


Rolles 


} 


son 
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Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 56 


20th Century 
3 Peppers 


3 


Trans-Atlantic 
Tavera 


Warwick Hotel 
Dryer Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 


lacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 

Al Goldecker 
Kldoradians 
Dave Pierson 


Ure 


re (ire 


Statler 


mn Ore 


Orc 


rrlor 


Club 


> Orc 


Lindsay’s Skybar 
Maurice 


Hal Si 
Pearl d 


6 


Roe 


I 


Oo 


u a 


Monaco's Cafe 


Fran 


no 


Tafts Redhead 


Lou 


Mounds Club 


Gene Kerv 


Sto! 


Jane Picl 
Regal 


Ducky 


{ ‘ 
Dialy 


) 


Clal 


3700 Club 
Art Wes 


Ore 


® Aristocrats 
Hal Hall 
Shirley Burke 
Don Walsh Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


51 Club 


Rita Ra 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 


Balconades 


Buddy Carlson Ore 
Bill Green’s 

Baron Elliott Ore 
I Krieg 
I Covel 
M 1el Strange 
lack Williams 
| Dick Mack 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Bobby Carlisle 
De Milo & Marr 
3 Mutt 
Benny Austin 





| 
| 


s00gie-Woogie Club 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Tubby Miller 

8 Dixie Nuts 
Chick Williams 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Lenore Tropp 
Larry Chambers 
Lowry & Russell 

Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 

Colonial 

Art Farrar Ore 
Jerry .Rae 

Eddie Peyton’s 
Art Schamberg Orc 
Mildred Segal 
Eddie Peyton 
Sandy Mcclintock 
Marion Muller 

El Chice 
Mario Ore 
Carlos Creos 
Bankoff & Lannon 


be Marlos 





4 King 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Or 
Johnny Mitchel 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatle 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill 
M { t Or 
Conch 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy esbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Lverett Havdr 
Betty Donahoe 


Dev 


Al 


silly 


il 


Hotel Roosevelt 


4 Sky liners 


Hotel Schenley 


Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
Frank Andrini Ore 

Merry-Go-Round 
Bubbles Becker O 
Frances Stone 
Cy Hollywood 


New Penn 


Ralph Allen Ore 


Pavalo & Core 
Hstralita 
Ginger Fors 


Juanita 


Buddy Birch 


Nixon Cate 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Bob Ripa 
Evelyn Farney 
Kay Vernon 


Manor & Mignon 


Nut House 


Sherd 


na 


Wal 


Hinds Ore 


ke 




















Ted Blake Mildred Bait 
George Gregg Leon Fields 
Harry Frank Fortunell 

Joe Klein Franco & Ber! 
Chuck Wilson'* Christine Fo) 
Walsor Shirley Heller 
Oasis Sky-Vne 

| Renn Burton Ore 

1 by, ty Lee Johnny Marton: Ore 
Babe Khooes Allen Trent . 
iSkip Nelso 

. a Union Grill 
| Pines 

Don Rutter Sammy Walters 
; Gill LeRoy Ore Frank Natale 
Trelon Mike Sandreito 
| Ralph Groves Ore Villa Madrid 
i} Adele Pam n : 

Ralph Springer Etzi Covato Ore 
Dance Darlings Mark Lane 
Barry Parks ane = Andrey 

: > stelle Sloat 
Yacht Club Merrill Sis ; 

li Middleman Ore Manhattanettes 


BOSTON 


Billy Leach 
Roberta 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
kiuth Wayne 
Dance Players 
ird Brooks 
ancho & Dolores 


liotel Iessex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 


Tr 


stow 





P siily Kelly 
Buster Keim Rev Frost & Helene 
Blinstrub’s Roberta Hines 

Kart Rohde Ore Conga Teresa 
Harry Stockwell Jean Monti 

Charles & Barbara Hotel Minerva 
|} Doba Bunny McVey Ore 
|The \ kins Barbara Douglass 
| Cusa Manana Hotel Somerset 
Al ‘vory Or (Balinese Room) 
Ha son Aulger Harvy Marshard Q 
AJOSE Miartin 

form Brown Hotel Statler 


(Terrace Room) 


Kathyrn bkortener 
Howard Jones Ore 


Louise Sherwood 


awl Grege Jack Edwards 

Jane Giddings (Cafe Rouge) 

Jean Carle Salvy Cavicchio Ore 

Don Muckel Hotel Westminster 
Club Mayfair (Blue Room) 

anny Weeks Ore |Jimmy McHale Ore 

bernie Bennett O Billy & St George 


Estreilta 


Libby 
phy Rev Arden & 


George 
Reynard 


» P.LOOUReS 7m 
Don Joan Fisher fom Murray 
Allen Carney International Cafe 
Doris Abbott ed Crowley Ore 
‘tub Vanity Fale | Lenny Fits 
— On Hill Drake 


Farren Bros Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Cocoanut Grove 


Doris Dellnire 

Johnny Dove 
Ken Club 

Stuff Smith Ore 











Mickey Alpert Ore Russ Howard 
Don Rico Ore Latin Quarter 
Wally Wanger Rev Anthony Bruno Ore 
isilly Paine Rhumboliers Orc 
Mar nne Francle Sammy Walsh 
} A ‘pola Lopez Paul & G Hartman 
| islo i : 2 Rossi Sis 
|i te! Arthur Blake 
Pa nes & Fanchon!|Gomez & Minor 
(Melody Lounge) Mimic Men 
iM rjoi Garretson Isuster Keim Eins 
Herb Lewis Helen Carroll 
Copley Plaza (Lounge Bar) 
(Sheraton Room) Hum & Strum 
Rul ‘ewman Ore Escudero & LaPlata 
Ju Rarbo Rio Casino 
(Merry-Go-Round) George Harris Ore 
Mark Gilbert Harry Spear 
Crawtorad House Wally Wanger R 
r Collins Ore Cheri & Tamacita 
Sal Keith Garon & Ren 
Ja ueline Flurley 3 Ridder Boys 
H et Walker (Giarden Lounge) 
Bill Byrd Newell & E *t 
rawtor ttes Steuben's 
| Fox & Hounds (Vienna Room) 
| M on ¢ rege Ore Lew ¢ irad O 
I ne De rhue Boyd Heathen 
| David } entine [cr ster Dolphin ; 
(Rhumba Casino srmstrong & Stark 
Room) Y Ra & | I i 
Vv Ore 1D I Ree 
sin # 49) The Cave 
Hi-Uat |Don Dil a 
; Herman Ore | Jack I 
| Lucille Gre Tamara Doriva 
| 1 i ‘ Petty J Surrito & « 
Hotel Bradford a nade 
(Circus Room) 1c 200 
: nt BR ; Joe Nevil Ore 
| Wotel Brunswick Pic-Toe 
(Bermuda Terrace) | Joe N Is ( 
R ! 1 Ore | Jimm Hod = 





——— Continued from page 5 ——— 














wants to use as selling bait for prod- 
uct of the indie units affiliated with 
the distributing company. Its acqui- 
sition of an option on Gypsy Rose 
Lee’s new book, ‘G-String Murder,’ 
to be made by a ‘hired’ producer, is 
an example of what it wants to do 
|on a large scale. 

Use of the unit for financing, how- 
ever, will be its most important func- 
distributing outfit has long 
need of being able to off 
a complete setup to get the 





/t1on, as 
i felt the 


tvpe 


| pr lucer it needs. Reason for not 
merely creating a new unit, as could 
}easily have been done, is that the 
| Wanger outfit had and will have 
considerable residual coin coming in 


from pictures now in release or about 
to be released. This will provide the 
be of a revolving fund to 
finance production. Most important 
in this respect is ‘Sundown,’ just 
completed.and ready to go into gen- 
eral release. 

UA owners claim to have no one 
definitely in mind to head their new 
outfit, but say an executive producer 
will shortly be named. It is under- 
stood that Charles R. Rogers and 
Harold Hurley will work in the unit. 

Wangér’s intention was to go to 
England to supervise work on ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ for which he has had a 
crew shooting RAF backgrounds. 
Majority of picture is to be made 
in this country, however, he stated, 
and ‘with luck will be ready in the 
spring.” Norman Reilly Raine, who 
recently completed the script of 
‘Captain of the Clouds’ for Warne! 


Innings 





Bros., was to accompany him. 
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Broadway 





John Garfield in town. 


Herman Fuchs now treasurer of 
the 44th Street. 

Arthur Willi in Chicago on one of 
his talent searches, 

George Peck, m.e. of the Tele- 

hone Review, became a grandpop 
ast week. 

Jimmy Cagney east this week for 
six weeks’ vacash at his New Eng- 
land farm. 

Arthur Schwartz and Kay Car- 
rington (Mrs, Schwartz) back to 
Hollywood.  —— . 

Harry Bannister’s picture-and-eats 
place staying open through winter 
at Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Dan Blank, formerly with Ed 
Scheuing, now associated with Paul 
Kapp’s management office. 

Laura Deane Dutton, ex-Rainbow 
Room, suddenly booked to open at 
La Martinique tonight (Wed.). 


The Jules C. Steins (MCA) back to 
the Coast at the end cf the week. ! 


Stein denies any MCA shakeup. 

Al Melnick, Louis Schurr’s Coast 
aide, in town for a periodic o.o. of 
the local talent and show situation. 

Vivian Moses, of RKO publicity 
department, on his back at Roosevelt 
hospital. Promised early discharge. 

Phil Laufer of the Criterion is 
taking the leap Nov. 9 with Etta 
Shore of the Mercer-Morris Music 
Co. 

Lou Irwin, Hollywood agent, back 
to the Coast after three weeks in 
N. Y. seeing shows and signing tal- 
ent. 

Izzy Rappaport’s mother in St. 
Luke’s hospital, Philadelphia, where 
she underwent an operation last 
week. 

Harry Takiff of Jack Cohn’s staff 
at the Columbia h.o. left Friday (17) 
for the Coast to remain around a 
month. ; 

Kenneth McKenna, Metro's Coast 
story ed (and brother of Jo Miel- 
ziner), due east early in November 
for a play-peer. 

Eric Victor, tap dancer who for the 
last two years has been appearing in 
Cairo, Alexandria, and the Balkans, 
back in the U. S. 

Yvonne Chevalier, French song- 
stress, denies she’s either the ex- 
wife or in any other way related to 
Maurice Chevalier. 

Fernando Alvarez's life is one 
Copacabana after another. Just back 
from Rio's Copa, he goes into Monte 
Proser’s Copa, N. Y. 

Monty Woolley has completed 
work in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 


at the Warner studios and is headed | 


for a Saratoga rest. 

John Beal east for the opening 
Monday night (20) of ‘As You Like 
It” in which Helen Craig (Mrs. 
Beal) plays Rosalind. 

Capt. Johnny Green, 
Guard. frequents the 
show biz offices in 
between military chores. 

Herb Lazarus, Par attorney 


N.Y. 


niteries 


State 
and 


spe- 


cializing on consent decree arbitra- | 


tion cases, has become a corporal] in 
the New York State Guard. 

Jock Whitney has taken a 
in Washington and will 
least five days a week there on his 
Pan-American relations work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Mayo leaving 
today (Wednesday) for a vacation in 
Cuba. Will return to N. Y. in about 
three weeks, and thence to the Coast 


house 


Owen Davis’ dramatization of 
Maretta Wolff's ‘Whistle Stop’ has 
been ekayed by the author, and the 
play is now being set for produc- 
tion. 


Agent Neal Lang (Tommy Rock- 
well) trying to meke deal for Tony 
Martin’s wardrobe which fits him 
perfectly, as and when Martin joins 
Navy. 

John Franchey, freelance Holly- 
wood fan mag scrivener, heads for 
the Coast this week with assignments 
from eight publications for some 
250,000 words. 
Report that dish and 
cause of priorities contradicted by 
the heavy increase in their usage in 
the N. Y. area. 

Steve Freeland, of 20th-Fox h.o 
Publicity Staff, suffering from 
Cracked kneebone. suffered when he 
stumbled on some stone steps over 
the weekend. ; 

The Joe Laurie, Jrs.. as godparents 
of Laureen Kirk Guinness. 
of the Vic Guinesses (N. Y Mirror 
art editor), went to Philadelphia for 
the christening. 

Jay Faggen back in 
member of Voices. Inc.. which in- 
cludes Major Louis C. Pedlar (co- 
founder of Pedlar & ryan) and Fred 
Coll in the firm. 

Annual fall dinner dance of Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ Columbia Club will 
be held Friday (24) at Ben Marden’s 
Riviera. More than 400 Columbians 
expected to attend. 

Hotel St. Regis’ La Maisonette re- 
Opens tomorrow (Thursday). after 

ing dark two seasons. Formerly 
H Own as Maisonette Russe and 

awaiian Maisonette. 
aul H. Bornstein, Irving Berlin. 
nc., g.m., back to Miami Beach to 
recuperate from recent illness. Sum- 
Moned north by ASCAP matters, but 
now resuming his holiday. 
La Bartos, painter and wife of 
; wrence H. Lipskin, Columbia Pic- 
— adman, having another one- 
an exhibition, at the E. 57th street 

nestell Gallery Oct. 27-Nov. 8. 
OB ny Labriola (‘Oswald’) in ‘Viva 
ad rien.’ has done all right by him- 
Self with a building development in 


publicity, as 


his Uniform, in | 


spend at | 


hardware | 
Ziveawavs were on the downbeat be- | 


heiress | 


Westchester. May reinvest’ the 
profits in angeling shows on his own. 

Bing Crosby arrived back from 
Brazil by boat “onday, along with 
Paul Dana, RCA Victor head in Rio; 
George Guinle, of the Copacabana 
ang other hotel] ownership-manage- 
ments. 

The Duke and Duchess of Windsor 
chose ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ as the 
picture they'd like to see when 20th- 


Monday night (20) at their Waldorf 
Towers apartment. 

Si Seadler’s clowning gave Rain- 
bow Room comedian, Billy de 
Wolfe, a new topper for his act. 
M.tro ad exec is a congenital cutup, 
and the ad lib business with De 
\7olfe now stays in the mimic’s rou- 
tine. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Art England building a new home 
in Squirrel Hill district for his re- 
cent bride. 


Post-Gazette, Paul Bloek daily, 
giving new Elsa Maxweil column a 
big build-up. 

Mrs. Joe Hiller nas gone back to 
the Johns Hopkins hospital for an- 
other check-up. 

Hilde Simmons had to miss couple 
of shows at Yacht Club last week on 
account of laryngitis. 

Doris Bay checked in at the Villa 
Madrid with a bad leg and had to 
pull out of the show. 


WWSW film commentator, Walt 
Framer, skipped a week on the air 
to have nine teeth yanked. 

Army has caught up with Jimmy 
! Nash, Jr., son of the UA salesman 
and former nitery operator. 

Charlie Eagles (manager of the 
Stanley) celebrated their 22d wed- 
ding anniversary last week. 

Cc. C. Kellenberg, of 20th-Fox, 
hobbling around with a broken toe. 
Office telephone fell on his foot. 

Neil O’Brien sent here by Shea 
office from Youngstown, O., to be 
John Walsh's assistant at Fulton. 

Helen Wayne Rauh coming out of 
three-year retirement to act in 
‘Flight to the West’ at Playhouse. 

Campbell Casad in ahead of 
| ‘Johnny Belinda, and Theron Bam- 
|berger here drum-beating ‘Papa Is 
| All.’ 

Max Gordon has moved his Ham- 
|mond organ from Oakland Beach 





Fox offered to screen a film for them | 


| hotel in Conneaut Lake to Oliver’s | 


| revue, 
| Davis, 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





| Cherie.” which, like ‘So Deep in the | 


London 


Jack Davis has sold his cottage in 
Hindhead. 


Teddy Carr away from his United 
Artists desk due to flu. 

Len Pollack preparing new road 
show to star Phyllis Dixey. 

Charles B. Cochran dickering with 
Kathleen Moody for his new revue. 

Charles 





Stanley Lupino home from hospi- 
tal after serious internal operation. 


William Mollison and Jack Davis | 


heave made it up after six months on 
the outs. 


Len Mittel leaving the Windmill 
theatre after 10 years as assistant 
producer. 


Gracie Fields’ former house in 
Finchley Road, London, is now a 
Russian club. 

Bert Feldman trying to pair 
Arthur Klein and Dorothy Ward in 
new vaudeville offering. 

Lyle Evans and Nat D. Ayer have 
teamed for vaudeville, breaking in 
at Streatham Hippodrome. 

Margery Weiner. local head of 
Music Corp. of America, to Devon- 
shire to recuperate from flu. 

Charles L. 
lots of costumes from Music Corp. of 
America for its new road show. 

Pat McCormac, vocalist with Roy 
Fox band in Australia for two and 


half years, has joined Joe Less’ 
band. 


| David E.- Rose on two weeks’ 


jaunt to Paramount's provincial ex- 
changes and trade showings of ‘Hold 
Back the Dawn.’ 

Molly Fields, 


i widow of Max 
Fields, agent, is 


now manager of 


Metropole picture theatre, part of | 


the Hyams circuit. 

When Bran Martin leaves the 
Lawrence Wright Blackpool show he 
starts rehearsing for the new Lucan 
and McShane road unit. 

George Foster has idea of going 
into the building business after the 
war. Was in it many years ago 
before he fell for agenting. 

Helen Breen, wife of Tom Arnold. 
is to play title role of Dick Whitting- 


ton in her husband’s pantomime, in | 


ew. with Will Fyffe to be Idle 
ack. 

Yvette Darnac looks like she has 
another song hit in ‘Don’t Cry 


Night,’ she was the first one to intro- 
duce on the air 

Producers of new Ambassadors’ 
being written by Desmond 
BBC producer, are talent 
hunting and dickering with Dorothy 


| Dickson for lead. 


| cafe. 

Virginia Irwin, in Playhouse’s 
|‘Male Animal,’ wife of Douglas Mc- | 
jLean of Carnegie Tech drama 
faculty. 


Harold Lund to New York on biz 
and also to meet Dick Powell, coming 
in from Coast to begin rehearsals in 
|*And So to Bedlam.’ 


Walter Greenwood. 


author of 
‘Love on the Dole.’ 


has backer to 


| Stage plays in the West End, and is 


| shortly. 


Joe (Manor theatre manager) 
Blowitzes will be grandparents in 
the spring. The Bill Bilowitzes 


(coast p.a.) have dated the stork. 
| Stanley Kapner, Wheeling, W. Va.. 
Harvard graduate and cousin of 
WCAE general manager Leonard 
Kapner, tagged to a junior writer’s 
contract at Paramount. 

News has just reached here of 
death in Australia several months 
avo of Hugh J. Ward. one-time stock 


favorite in Pittsburgh. At his pass- 
ing he was managing Willia n 
theatre enterprises there 

Parents of Sally Cairns have an- 
nounced her marriage in Hollywood 


last May to Tom Piper, former local 
resident. Bride’s playing small. parts 
in films via Gateway to Hollywood 
contest 


Havana 


The America has gone in for vaud- 
film. 

Arthur Pratchett, Paramount's 
Caribbean chic’, is in town 

Heliodoro Garcia still in San Juan 
Porto Rico. Friends here wonder- 
ing if he'll ever come back 

The Nacional b.o 


is getting a new 


lease on life, thanks to “Candida Mil- 
lonaria.’ Argentine picture starring 
Nini Marshall 

Isidore Raab, former film dis- 
tributor, and Pablo Santos, veterar 
showman, have joined in an amuse- 
ment park venture. 

Local newsreel, CMQ-El Crisol 
flashed on six screens each World 
Series game the next day Public 
applauded the scoop. 

Cuban film, ‘Romance Musical. 
nearing completion at CA. 
|studios. Ernesto Caparros directing 
Most players recruited from CMQ 


iranks, with Rita Montangr featured 
| Encanto theatre will reopen as 
;soon as it gets its cooling plant 
working satisfactorily. ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) will be initial film. 
| House has undergone complete alter- 
| ations. 

| New talk of both exhibitor unions 
'forgiving all and joining under a 
inew name. 
president of Union Nacional de Em- 
presarios, is mulling proposal of the 
Associacion de Empresarios. 

Two legit houses operating here 
now. The Comedia has Ernesto 
Lecuona’s cOmpany and the Marti 
once more is presenting Garrido and 
Pinero, Cuba’s leading comics, with 
a new company. Lecuona has bol- 
stered his cast with Eugenia Zuffoli, 
Spanish star. 





Edelberto de Carrera, | 


| Hylton-William 


dickering with A. E. Abrahams for 
the Garrick theatre. 

Carroll Levis off to New York 
His vaudeville unit will be 
on, jointly m.c.d by Eddie 
Lee, in the current show, and Stan 
Milburn, who used to emcee his 
Levis’ No. 2 unit. 

The oft-pcstponed opening of the 
Paradise Bottle club finally took 
place. Promoters ducked on verbal 
contract they made with Music Corp. 
of America to stage the floor show. 
with Leslie Roberts given the job 

James Hadley Chase, author of ‘No 
Orchids for Miss Blandish.’ who is 
authoring the new musical for 
George Black at the London Hippo- 


carried 


drome, is employed at the Air 
Ministry. His real name is James 
Raymond 

Nicholas Brodsky doing music for 
‘Lady Precious Stream,’ which C. B 
Cochran intends to produce in the 
West End next February. Show ran 
}as straight play in London for over 
|} two years some years ago, and later 


lin New York 


David Hanley, local head of Myron 
Selznick office. threw shindic for 
local Americans at the Cafe Royal. 


Those attending included Ann 
Dvorak (Mrs. Leslie Fenton), Robert 
Montgomery, Robert Riskin and 
Leslie Fenton 


First George Formby picture for 
Columbia Pictures, originally titled 
‘Tll Double You,’ then changed to 
‘South American George,’ completed 


on schedule Budgeted to cost 
$240,000 and took x weeks. Will be 
tradeshow} econd week in Novem- 
de} 

London Hippodrome George Black 
show, titled ‘Get a Load of This’ 
has night club setting. with tables 
in the auditorium and curtain to 

ip throusnout how Idea 
reminiscent of “Wonder Bar done 
at Savoy theatre by Andre Charlot 
1l1 vears ago 
News from Paris reveals that 


Henri Lartigue. 
of Metro in 


one of the directors 


Paris, is now looking 
after its interests there. Replaced 
Alan Byre, Englishman, head of 


sales for last 26 years, was one of 
last Englishmen to leave Paris after 
its capitulation. 

Charles B. Cochran's revue, writ- 
ten by Herbert Farjeon, with music 
by Mannin« Sherwin and Val Guest. 
will have Fred Emney co-star with 
Bea Lillie. Patricia Burke is also in 
the cast. Show opens in Manchester 
at Xmas for four weeks, and comes 
to London in April. 

Florence Desmond will co-star 
with Arthur Askey in the new Jack 
Moillison musical, 


| which will either be “Taming of the 





Shrew’ or Vernon Svylivaine’s farce, 
‘Worth a Million.’ Whichever 
selected, it opens at King’s theatre, 
Glasgow, Xmas day. 

Plenty feuding over Al 
farce, ‘Friendly mies’ seb 









Woods’ 


| Forsythe marrying his) 
vaudeville partner, Adeline Seaman. | 


Tucker office buying | 


done here as ‘Uncle Sam’ at Hay- | 


market, in 1919, and ran for 250 per- 
formances. Agent here want to 
revive it, but Alfred Zeitlin also 
wants to do it, in conjunction with 
Cyril Lawrence. J. L. Sachs claims 
|he has English rights, and now the 
two sides are battling it out. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





| Dinner to Sifriedo Bauer at the 
| Continental. 
, Francisco Reich, India exhib, took 
over Astoria for shorts. 
Nat Liebeskind, former Argentine 
manager for RKO, back in town. 
, Circo Norteamericano moved from 
lot to downtown Teatro Nacional. 
Ariston distribs took over Baires- 
Aimar, with Juan Carlos Mendez 


named head of sales depariment for | 


joint setup. 
| Generalcine preparing shooting on 
|‘La Patagonia Tragica’ (‘Tragic Pat- 
_agenia’), adapted from novel of same 
|; name by Jose Maria Guerreros. 
| Colon orchestra off to Rosario for 
special series organized by El Cir- 
| culo, non-profit concert organization 
| operating in many interior cities. 
Catrano M. Catrani’s first for San 
Miguel will be ‘El Ultimo Piso’ (“The 
| Top Floor’), with Miguel Gomez 
Bao, Aidi Alberti and Alfredo Jor- 
dan. 


| Baires starts on ‘Una Novia en 
|Apuros’ (Bride in Trouble’), di- 
| rected by John Reinhardt, with story 
| by Conrado Nale Roxio. Cast in- 
| cludes Esteban Serrador and Alicia 
| Barrie. 


Eva Franco’s stage company pre- 
paring third novelty of season at the 
Astral. It’s ‘La Ultima Danza’ «‘The 
Last Dance’), from Hungarian by 
Ferenc Herczeg. Was French stage 
play. 

Jacques Constant starting ‘Sinfonia 
Argentina’ (Argentine Symphony’ ) 
script. Will probably be made at 
Pampa with Bob Roberts, U. S. cam- 
eraman, as technical adviser and 
photog director. 

Libertad Lamarque’s next for Ar- 
gentina Sono Film set as ‘Una Mujer 
|de Teatro’ “A Woman of the The- 
atre.” Carlos Borcosque will 
Story by Carlos H. Petit. 











Sears UA Prez 


Continued from page | =e! 











liam F. Rodgers when negotiations 
for a prexy began several months 
ago. Sears was open to the offer 
from UA but refused to take the 
post unless assured unequivocal con- 
trol over sales. He objected speci- 
fically to the demand of UA’s indie 
producers that they continue to exer- 
cise final approval of exhibition con- 
tracts on their pix. 

was the 


It appears likely that it 


meg. | 


WB salesmanager who gave in on 
this point—probably in return for! 
other concessions—as the UA pro- 
ducers have always closely guarded | 
their contract-approval privilege 
Whether UA owners ratify the 
Sears pact in New York or on the 
Coast appears uncert: Mary Pick- 
d O. Selznick are now 


ford and Dav 
n the east and Alexander Korda and 
Charles Ct 


aplin are on the Coast 
If there is a delay in working out 
contract terms, Miss Pickford and 
Selznick will probably meet their 
pariners on the Coast for the 


enaturing. 








Geo. M. Cohan — 


——_—_—_ Continued from page "——- _| 
and was removed to the hospital 
Although was noticed that he had 
lost cot lerable wv ht rece 

me } (‘o t 6 ( 
O' Brie he fee I a t be 
f ¢ tine l¢ ¢ 

YB 

Capt. O'’Brier ed Col VIO} 
daa 209) na ec ri ne 
patient larting gagging indicating 
the recuperative powers he has often 
shown Cohan said ‘Looks like an- 


other big opening. Most of my open- 
ings were successes and I’m wishing 
this one will be too. However I'm 
ready for anything the doctors want 
done.” Hundreds of telegrams from 
throughout the country, wishing 
Cohan luck had already been re- 
ceived. 

Cohan h attended the 
of his son, George M.., Jr. 
lyn to Loretta Pollard the Saturday 
(11) previous. Son, who been 
in the army for about seven months, 
came from a Louisiana camp on fur- 
lough for the ceremony. 


ad wedding 


in Brook- 


Nas 


Hollywood 


Lloyd Nolan back to work after 8 
foot injury. 

James A. FitzPatrick to Mexico te 
make a travelog. 

Robert Gillham in town for cone 
fabs at Paramount. 
| Harry Warren, songwriter, on the 
mend from surgery. 


Binnie Barnes spending her third 
week in the hospital. 

Dorothy Burgess back to picture 
work after five years. 

Reeves Espy checked in at RKO 
to start his production duties. 

Mickey Rooney hopped to Chicago 
for a British War Relief benefit.’ 

Lionel Barrymore celebrated his 
26th anniversary as a film actor. 

Walter Morosco back at his pro- 
ducer desk after minor surgery. 
| Carole Lombard and Clark Gable 
in town after a hunting vacation. 

Dorrell and Stuart ‘McGowan re- 
turned from their Mexican siesta. 

Herbert Anderson leaving Warn- 
ers’ actor ranks to join the Army. 
| Monte Blue east on a nation-wide 
tour of ‘speeches for national de- 
fense. 

John Joseph back from a series of 
Universal advertising huddles_ in 
New York. 

Alexander Korda returned from 
United Artists business huddles in 
New York. 

Frank Plumley in town to look 
over pictures for the Griffith circuit 
iin Arizona. 

Norman Rivkin, back from Army 
service, resumed his publicity job 
at Universal. 

Jack L. Warner has an editorial] in 
the November America® magazine 
titled ‘Be Yourself.’ 

Lindsley Parsons knocked off his 
producer chores at Monogram fer a 
two-week vacation. 

Ai Goodman, bandleader, recov- 
ered from six-weeks illness and back 
east to rejoin his band. 

John Engstead pulled out of Para- 
mount after 15 years te establish his 
own photographic studio. 

Sherrill Cohen returned from New 
| York where he looked over ialent 
for his Orpheum theatre. 

Sol C. Siegel tossed a farewell 
|party at Paramount for Eugene 
| Zuker, who left to join the Navy. 
Robert Burton, attorney. for Broad- 
jcast Music here to clear up some 
legal matters on impending studio 
deals. 

Nat Finston celebrated three anni- 
versaries in one—his wedding, 25th 
year in the music biz, and his sixth 
year at Metro. 

Victor Mature planed to Louis- 
ville, where father is criti¢ally ill, 
causing a slow-up in the filming of 
‘Song of the Islands’ at 20th-Fox. 








Mimneapelis 
By Les Rees 
Ice skating season opened at Arena. 
St. Paul Civie Opera Co 
‘New Moon.’ 
Will Bradley spotted into Orpheum 
Thanksgiving week 


offering 


Wife of Fred Ableson, Universal 
salesman, recovering from opera- 
tion 

After six vears, Clarence Sako) re- 
signing as Paramount booker to en- 
ter another field. 

Jimmy Dorsey and Orrin Tucker 
spotted into Orpheum for next two 
successive weeks. 

Artie Shaw underlined for Prom 
Ballroom one-nighter for initial 
Twin City appearance. 

Eighteen United Artists emnloves 


here out of jobs as re 
of local branch Oct. 25. 

Ted Mann, owner of Oxford. inde- 
nendent nabe house, opened new de- 
uxe bowling alleys next door 


ult of closing 


Minnesota - Northwestern home- 
coming football ame here Nov. 1 
a complete €2,000-seat sellout at 
$2.75 per ducat. 

Ballet Russe opens Lyceum leit 
roadshow hovsce C7 No 7-8, 
vith ‘Box ana Girls Together - 
lt ng Nov. 20-22 

Frienc of Minneano Ss: v7 
Orchestr donated $5.000 aro ] 

e] for Northron A ealitorium, 

here organizaticn holds fortt 

Phi . 
iladelnhia 

Joe] Charles, bandleader. now a 


member of the Karl Bubeck book- 
ine agency. 


The Follies burley house (formerly 


the Shubert) now has free matinees 
for women. 

Three Stooges will head entertain- 
ment of Warner Club’s Hallowe'en 


Party Oct. 31. 

Les Jefferies is back at his vost 
as assistant manager of Fay’s thea- 
tre after long illness 

Two guys named Chavez batoning 
rhumba crews here—one’s at Jack 
Lynch's; the other at Irving Woif’s 


Rendezvous. 


Wally Sheldon, assistant program 


, director at WCAU. has replaced Joe 


Although the autobiographical | Connolly. promotion chief, as ine 
film of Cohan was said to have been | structor for the Junto radio courses, 
okayed by him, Warner Bros has | Astor and Capitol, Reading, have 
egreed to make certain script] inaugurated w eckend varie © cies. 
changes which the star suggesied | po Peng gt ay Gc. neciry tome 
James Cagney will enact Cohan in et > sl eel 










DY y 








” 





WS ihn aati. - 
Cj eee ee 





: Sia a otes ba 
ee iia 





a 
tt 
| 
bit 
a | 
Ja : 
t 































ae 


ay 





el i wi 
oe Ae eee - 


ees a oo” 
pt Aw ge 


esd — si elias Rabe ic . 
iP . ; 


RP 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 22, 194] 





OBIT U 


ARIES 





CLYDE WHITSON 

Clyde Whitson, 39, veteran acro- 
bat of circus, vaudeville and niteries, 
died of heart disease Thursday (16) 
at his home in Kendallville, Ind. 

Teamed with his brothers, Lester 
and Buddy, Whitson had been in 
show business 20 years. The trio 
first gained note as half of the Six 
American Belfords, but later formed 
own troupe, known as Lucky Boys. 
The Whitsons traveled with Barnum 
and Bailey circus in U. S. and Eu- 
rope. Later the trio took on another 
member and the four became known 
as the Whitson Brothers. 

Motel and night clubs formed ma- 
jer part of troupe’s work in recent 
years. Act was broken up last No- 
vember when Clyde Whitson became 
ill while in New York, appearing at 
Rainbow Room. He returned to Ken- 
dallville and has been at home since. 

Survivors include the widow, a 
gon, mother, and two sisters. 

Funeral services held Saturday 
(18) in Kendallville, with burial in 
Lakeview cemetery there. 





CHARLES R. HECTOR 


Charles R. Hector, 48, WEEI 
(Boston) musical director, suicided 
at his Auburndale, Mass., home by 
shooting. Four months ago, he suf- 
fered a severe heart attack and spent 
three months in a hospital. He was 
believed brooding because his physi- 
cian informed him that he would 
never be able to return to his or- 
chestral duties. 

Hector began his musical career 
while a medical student at the Mor- 
bit Clinic, Berlin, when he and sev- 
eral fraternity brothers organized an 





JAMES CARROLL 

Major James Cerroll, brother of 
Earl Carroll, died yesterday (Tues- 
day) in the Emergency Hospital, 
Washington. He suffered a stroke on 
Sunday. Earl flew to the capital 
from New York Monday to be at 
his bedside. 

Carroll, whe was overseas with the 
A.E.F.. was an 0Officer in_ the 
Reserve Corps, and pressed into 
service in the Army’s Morale Branch 
shortly after the start of the present 
emergency. He had been working 
on the problem of camp entertain- 
ment. 

Prior to going on active duty, Car- 
roll was g.m. for his brother Earl. 
Latter took the body to the Coast, 
where burial will take piace Satur- 
day (25) in Forest Lawn Cemetery 
in Los Angeles. Services at 2 p.m. 


PAUL VIARDOT 

Paul Viardot, 84, composer and 
conductor, and descendant of the 
famous Garcia-Viardot musical fam- 
ily, died in Algiers last week. 
His mother, Pauline Viardot, was a 
daughter of Manuel Garcia (1805- 
1906), considered the greatest vocal 
teacher of all time (taught Jenny 
Lind, Adelina Patti, Nellie Melba, 


IN MEMORY 
Of My Beloved Brother 


Major James H. Carroll 


1941 


Who Died Oct. 21, 
Earl Carroll 


typhus. He originated and con- 
ducted the Sal Hepatica amateurs on 
XEW, Mexico City, and was a 
former president of the Rotary Club 
of Mexico City. 
Further details 
Radio department. 


in International 





CHARLES GARFIELD 

Charles Garfield, 62, vaudevillian, 
and in recent years a theatre man- 
ager, died in New York last Wednes- 
day (15), following a heart attack. 
Burial took place in Cypress Hills 
Cemetery, Queens, N. Y. Surviving 
are his widow, a daughter, two Sis- 
ters and two brothers. 


J. HARTLEY MILBURN 

J. Hartley Milurn, 73, died of heart 
failure in London Sept. 15. At one 
time he was a prominent variety 
agent in England, numbering among 
his act such stars as Vesta Tilley, 
T. E. Dunville, Dan Leno, Jack 
Pleasants. Survived by his second 
wife, Violet Harley. 





MRS. ALBERT C. RINGLING 
Mrs, Albert C. Ringling, 89, widow 
of one of the six brothers who 
founded the Ringling Bros. Circus in 
1886, died in Baraboo, Wis., Oct. 14. 
She travelled with the circus for 25 
years up to the time her husband 
sold out his interest to his brothers 
a few years before his death. 





HARRY RUSSELL 
Harry Russell, stage comedian and 
producer, died in Dongaster, Eng- 
land, Sept. 27. He had appeared in 
his own revues and pantomimes and 
also did sketches in the music halls 
as a Yorkshire comic. 





FRANCIS 


Francis H. Bigelow, of Worcester, 
Mass., founder of White City Park, 


H. BIGELOW 














conclave with the show biz-affiliated 
unians, which pledged their support. 

But here it is Oct. 22 and those 20 
shows are no nearer the camps than 
they were on Oct. 1. They’re lost 
somewhere in a huddle among a 
number of gents who can’t decide 
who's going to put up what money 
and how much. 

In the meantime, Dowling, who 
was assured before he took the job 
that the moolah was there, that the 
red tape had been scissored and that 
he could begin at once with his usual 
energy to prepare his shows, is cool- 
ing his heels and cooling his en- 
thusiasm. The usually affable Dow!l- 
ing, it is reliably reported, is not 
only discouraged but rapidly getting 
disgusted. 

Going on for a Year 

The delay, were it just the three 
weeks from Oct. 1 until now, would 
be practically negligible. It has been 
going on, however, since the first Na- 
tional Guardsman arrived in camp 
more than a year ago. Things took a 
more hopeful turn when the USO 
turned $500,000 over to the CC dur- 
ing the summer and that organiza- 
tion started six one-hour outdoor 
vaude units on the road. Cold 
weather has crimped them now, 
however, in most of the nation. 

Where the fault lies for the in- 
terminable buck-passing is difficult 
to say. Probably, however, to get 
down to basic points, it falls on the 
Army for not asking for an ap- 
propriation for entertainment from 
Congress right off the bat. Actors 


Army Shows Stalled Again 


Continued from page 3 





were apparently expected to con- 
tribute their services, although there 
was no noticeable line forming to the 
right by airplane manufacturers and 
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music; San Antonio Rose, cowgirl 
warbler; Dolly Dearman, dancer: 
Minnie Pearl, comic; Camelettes, 
femme vocal trio, and Kay Carlisle 
torcher. Hildegarde Dixon, ot 
Esty’s N. Y. office, supervises, travel- 
ing with the troupe part of the time, 

Coast unit comprises Herb Shriner, 
m.c.; Sons of the Pioneers (6), music: 
Raftone Sisters and Gay, hot singing 
trio and accordionists; Mavis Mims, 
dancer; Three Jays, trampoline, and 
Marvel Maxwell, torch _ singer, 
Eleanor Flaherty of Esty’s Coast of- 
fice travels with the group. 





MARRIAGES 


Gertrude Buchanan to Gene Mar- 
tin, in Dallas, Oct. 3. He's news 
editor of station WFAA, Dallas. 

Pam Niven Wilbourn to J. Ranny 
Whitworth, in Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct, 
11. Groom is chief engineer at sta- 
tion KOTN, Pine Bluff; bride is also 
with the radio station. 

Susan Ream to Jimmy Broderick, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Oct. 12. Bride is 
Metro secretary, and groom assistant 
casting director, temporarily in the 
Army. 

Edythe V. Leader to Shakespeare 
O. Goldsmith, Oct. 19, in Detroit. 
He is owner of Savoy theatre there, 

Dorothy Ates to David Durand, in 

Tiajuana, Mexico, Oct. 16. Bride, 
daughter of Roscoe Ates, is stage and 
screen actress; groom is a_ screen 
actor. 
' Electa Hord to Frank Gaby, in 
Cleveland, Oct. 9. Bride has played 
in support of bridegroom in vaude; 
he’s the ventriloquist. 

Bedelia Falls to John Larry Wash- 
burn, Oct. 18, in New York. Bride 
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to the United States, he became Or-| the last century (1808-1836). Puerto Rico. He had been ill since | building entertainment, nevertheless, | (, tn sip alll ce Al a mm ; 
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in latter’s early legit days and for 
years was associated with Louis 
Werba and Mark Luescher, later 
going with Charles Dillingham. 
McFarland took many shows on 
the road and handled the Mitzi 
Hajos road tours. He was person- 


though he retired several years ago, 
he had planned to leave this week 
for Sarasota, Fla. present circus 
winter quarters, to spend a few 
weeks with old eronies, but was 
Stricken suddenly with a heart at- 
tack, following the death of Mrs. Al 
Ringling earlier in the week. 


He had been co-owner of the Beck- | 


mann & Gerety Shows and was a 
carnival man for 62 years. 
FREDERICK F. KOEHLER 
Frederick F. Koehler, 71, former 
member of John Philip Sousa’s band 
and himself a bandleader, died Oct. 





better than $5,000,000. 


forthcoming the 1,500,000 boys in 
camp are going to get their shows 
free. Not by a long shot. Scheme by 
the Army and the CC is to take out 


Not that if and when the money is} jn Sweetwater, Texas, Oct. 15. Father 





of their meager earnings 25c. per! ¢} Germain 


Mr. anf’ Mrs. Sammy Baugh, son, 


is Washington Redskins football star 
and film player. 

Mr, and Mrs. Jack Carson, son, in 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. Mother is Kay 
radio singer; father is 


SS. 
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Albert H. Holman, 65, died Oct. 18 | P@™@es whicn toured coast to coast, played small film parts in Hollywood | is highly satisfied with results of the| Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Mahoney, ‘ 


| 
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in Joliet, Ill., where he was violinist | 


and conductor of theatre orchestras 
for several decades. In poor health 
for some time, his widow, Margie, 
has been and still is pianist with the 
Rialto theatre, Joliet, orchestra. 
Son-in-law, Elmer Brockway, is 
president of the Joliet musicians’ 
union, 

As leader of the pit orchestra at 





the old Orpheum, Western Vaude- 
ville Assn. house in Joliet, Holman 
had played for nearly every stand- 


. ‘ “Ye < ® 
ard act in vaudeville before and after | Cocoanuts, ; . - 
| ‘The Great Waltz’ and ‘Jubilee. 


the World War. Mrs. Holman’s sis- 


ter is Pauline Saxon, who did a | 
single in vaudeville from 1914 to| 
1935. A brother of the deceased, Joe 


Holman, now residing in Lake Coma, 
Fla., also trouped in vaudeville for 
years, and a daughter, Dorothy, 
spent several seasons in chautauqua 
work, 





GEORGE WIRTH 


George Wirth, 74, one of Aus- 
tralia’s leading showmen, died in 
Sidney last Thursday (16). Wirth’s 


leg was injured: about a year ago 
and recently it was operated on, in- 
fection following. 

With his late brother, Philip, 
Wirth operated the Wirth Bros. Cir- 
cus, a show that troupes the Anti- 
podes throughout the year. George 
Wirth retired about 10 years ago, big 
top being handled by Philip’s seven 
ehildren. 

Widow, Margaret, a sister, Rill, and 
her daughter, Stella, survive. Rill 
Wirth, Stella, Phil, May and Frank 


=>. =F 


and in 1906 set up the Reed Fair Co., 
Salem, which established fairs in 
several towns. He retired in 1935. 





PHILLIP LIPPMAN 
Phillip Lippman, 38, former char- 
acter actor, singer and member of 
the vaudeville team of Mann and 
Stone, which toured the U. S. some 
years ago, died in Brooklyn Oct. 17. 


| Lippman used the name of Mann and | 


|played character parts in_ several 
| Broadway shows, including “The 
‘The American Way, | 


Surviving are a widow, his par- 


| ents, two brothers and a sister. 





GEORGE LEHMANN 


George Lehmann, 76, former con- 
cert violinist, composer and conduc- 
tor, died in Yonkers, N. Y., Oct. 14. 
He had concertized with his own 
quartet from 1886-1889 in the USS. 
and had conducted the Cleveland 
Symphony orchestra. 

Surviving are a widow and two 
daughters. 

ARMANDO V. DE LA MAZA 

Armando Vargas de la Maza, 51, 
film producer-director, died of a 
heart attack in Mexico City (16). 
Burial was in Mexico City. He be- 
gan his’ career as a newspaper re- 
porter, going into pictures 10 years 
ago. He was the author of two 
novels. 





JULIO ZETINA OSORIO 
Julio Zetina Osorio, 50, the Major 
Donen of Moavirn died ct. 9 of 





between 1922 and 1939, died on the | 
| Army 
running as long as weather permits, | 


as far as can! 


Coast about three weeks ago of a 
heart attack. Through her 
lifelong profession of actor she was 
widely acquainted with  profes- 
sionals. 


Mrs. Margaret Wheeler Griffin, 62, 





mother of Bert Wheeler, stage and 
screen performer, died in Troy, N. Y., 
Oct. 14, following a brief illness 
Surviving also are her husband and 
two brothers. 


| Father, 64, of Victor Mature, died 
| Oct. 20 at his home in Louisville, 
bes He was a refrigerator company 
official. 


‘BIG FOUR’ CARNIES 
SPLIT LIKELY IN ’42 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 

There is a growing likelihood that 
the Big Four of the carnival world— 
Royal American, Beckman & Ger- 
rity, Rubin & Cherry and Hennies 
Bros. shows—will split up their com- 
bination shortly and each go it alone. 

Last year there was considerable 
friction among the group, due to bad 
business, each claiming that the 
others were getting the best spots. 
This year, however, business is great, 
even beating the top year of 1929 for 
coin. Now, because business is good, 
they feel they don’t need any com- 
bination and carnies want to work 
strictly on their own in 1942. 








son’s | 


two shows it has. currently touring 
camps, and will keep them 


| no other advertisers, 
be learned, 
units. 


are planning similar 


sponsored’ entertainment 
radio tieups. 


Camel shows, 


| 


set by 
which handles the 
count, are touring 
Pacific Coast camps. 
doors exclusively, 
specially-rigged trucks. 
found it wasn’t economical to have 
them work indoors, as the shows are 
too expensive in proportion to size of 
camp auditoriums. 

Units are entirely self-contained, 
requiring only a plug into an elec- 
tric line to get under way. Southern 
troupe travels in four private cars, 
one with a trailer fixed up as a 
dressing room, and the stage-truck. 
Coast outfit travels in a private car, 
a 47-passenger bus, back of which is 
made up into dressing rooms, and 
the stage-truck. 

With each unit are four gals who 
go through the crowd handing out 
sample ciggies. No restrictions have 
been placed by the War Dept. on the 
amount of plugging that can be done, 
Marvin said, although the agency 
avoids the usual sales arguments and 
just . keeps pounding the name 
‘Camels.’ Advance man covers the 
camps with posters. 

Show Setups 


ciggie’s ad ac- 
southern 
They play out- 
on the backs of 





In the southern unit are Ford 
Rush, m.c. and manager; Golden 
West Cowboys (7), who provide 


Army in a recent statement) 
of policy opened the way to the} 
without | 


Richard | 
| Marvin of the William Esty agency, | 


and} 


° | 
Marvin | 





Father 
20th- 


son, in Los Angeles, Oct. 13. 
in publicity department at 
Fox. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lowery, son, in 
Dallas, Oct. 14. Father is whistler 
with Horace Heidt’s orchestra. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wally Menardis, son, 


iS 


+. 


in Santa Monica, Oct. 14. Father 
is cameraman at Warners 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Myers, son, 
in Sellersville, Pa., Oct. 15. Father 
is chief engineer at WIBG (Philly). 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Russell, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Oct. 15. Father is 
night club singe) 

Mr. and Mrs. Marty Ames, son, in 
Newark, Oct. 18. Father is bands 
leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adrian D. Rosen, son, 
in Detroit, Oct. 14. Father is the 


owner of the De Luxe theatre, De- 
troit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Joy, daughter, 
Oct. 15, in Glendale, Cal. Father is 
announcer at KNX, Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs, Schuyler Crail, 60n, 
in Hollywood, Oct. 16. Father is in 
Warners publicity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roswell Rogers, s0M, 
in Hollywood, Oct. 19. Father writes 
the Lum ’n’ Abner radio script. 





Darius Milhaud, French composet, 
pianist and conductor, will present 
the world premiere of his new piano 
concerto with the Chicago Symphony 
Dec, 17 and 18. He has been booked 
with the Cincinnati and St. Louis 
Symphonies Jan. 2-3, and 9-10, re 
spectively. Negotiations are bein8 
carried on for him to score a motion 
picture. 
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had acquired 13-piece all-male 
ei and was going to lead it. The 
maestroing went on for five months 


—yntil the femme had a nervous | 


eakdown. 
peat adventure cost me $1,900, 


she recalls. ‘I put $2,000 into it and 
got $100 pack. We had plenty of 
dates at Long Island country clubs 
and roadhouses but the boys had 
two bad habits—poker and dice. It 
was just one loan after another to 
keep them out of jail and in the 
band.’ 
Inherits a Band 

That, plus a proclivity to fight 
among themselves rather than fol- 
low the precepts of their 18-year- 
old femme stick-swisher, followed by 
the death of her father, proved to be 
the rehearsal for the breakdown. 
Gal acquired the band when, as a 
pairon at the College Barn at Mas- 
sapequa, L. I, the spot’s owner asked 
her if she’d like a job dancing in 
front of the crew. 

‘Not unless I’m the boss,’ she re- 
plied. A couple of days later she 
found herself with a hot band on her 
hands. 

Each of these periods of wooing 
the arts was accompanied by 
paralysis of mama’s check-writing 
hand. Not that it matters, for when 
Peggy Conrad’s 21 she comes into 
an astronomical fortune-of her own, 
left by her father, Conrad W. Bern- 
hardi (it’s German), former exec of 
the Goodrich Rubber Co. 

Mama also gets annoyed and tfie 
accompanying paralysis when she 
hears of Peggy fraternizing with the 


Saga of Peggy Conrad 
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vulgar people in the basement of| 


Walgreen’s drugstore at 44th st. and 
Broadway, hangout for the mob of 
kids on the hunt for theatre jobs. 
And what she’d think if she knew 
the hoys and gals were into daugh- 
ter for some $350 in various size 
touches, at the moment, would be 
something fearful to hear, 


Mama’s Allergic 


‘Mother got her major allergy 
fo people in show business,’ the 
chorine explains, ‘when I brought 
the cast of ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ home 
to a party. They burned a 


the furniture, and broke a 
things, it’s true, but they weren't 
any worse in that respect than the 
society kids I used to have to parties. 
Mother never objected to what they 
did.’ 

Mother’s in the Nassau county, L.I., 
social register. Daughter isn’t. 

Event No. 2 in the chain of mama’s 
aversion occurred when Peggy 
thought she could convince her that 
the Walgreen kids weren’t so 
when you got to know them. So she 
took mama to lunch in the drugstore. 
Everything was proceeding according 
to schedule when a guy popped over, 
sat himself next to Peggy and asked: 

‘Say, could you lend me $25?’ 
Mama has been particularly vicious 
about Walsreen’s ever since. As re- 
cently as two weeks ago she had a 
detective trailing the gal to see if she 
continued to hibernate there. Dick’s 


been called off now under a non- 
aggression pact. Peggy quickly got 
to know him and could duck him 


with ease. 
mothe) 
green’s—which is every day—if that 
man doesn’t follow her. : 
Also Her Suitors 
Another thing that Mrs. Bernhardi 
objects to about show biz is the type 
of people Peggy gets engaged to. No, 
1 was a stage manager and No. 2 a 
chorus boy. Both put the arm on 


She’s promised to tell her 


few | 
holes in the Oriental rugs and in| 


few | 





| 


bad | 


} 


| 
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potentialities. She also thinks her 
mother probably wouldn’t give a 
darn if she were in show biz or not 
if she didn’t have all that loose 
change around, and she could go her 
way in the theatre unmolested. 


Palmist Tips Mitt 


‘I went to a palm reader the other 
day, Peggy squawked, ‘and after 
looking at my hand for a couple 
minutes she said: ‘Your trouble is 
money. You're down to your last 
nickel. I know.’ 


‘She was right,’ continued the gal. 
‘My trouble is money, but she had 
the reverse English on it. It’s too 
much, not too little.’ 


Among the other annoyances of an 
overstuffed purse, Peggy found, was 
jealous whispering by her Walgreen 
friends when she'd alternate on 
winter days among her various fur 
coats. 

‘I always wear the same one when 
I come in here now and it seems 
much better,’ she explained, sipping 
a cup of Walgreen’s nickel java and 
‘hi-ya’-ing one after another of her 
friends and ‘friends.’ 

What she’s going to do with her 
fortune when she comes into it in 
less than two years, Miss Conrad 
doesn’t know. Only one thing she’s 
sure of—it’s going to be kept far 
away from show business. Again that 
almost pathological fear of being 
‘used. Anyway, there will still be 
mother to contend with, although 
the money actually all will be 
Peggy’s. 

As for the $1.000-a-month, that 
goes into the bank in toto. It seems 
it’s really only a bonus. Living ex- 
pense, new fur coats and such odds- 
and-ends are always available from 
mama in superfiuity. There’s also a 
diamond ring that covers half a 
finger and has been known to give 
spectators Klieg eyes. 

‘The fur coats and this ring, inci- 
dentally,” Peggy moans, ‘are a con- 
stant source of embarrassment. When 
I tell people I'm a chorus girl they 
don't believe I got them from my 
mother.’ 




















Airlines 
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ing director's idea of a clipper cap- 
tain—as well as an aviator’s—who 
has been friend and comrade of the 
Lyons’ these many calendars; an- 
nounced that, on arriving in London 
from Lisbon, they will found a Hol- 
lywood Chapter of the British War 
Relief Society, consisting of all West 
Coast alumni now in England. 


Letter to Churchill 


Another item in the popular 
couple’s flying valises was a letter to 
Winston Churchill] from Mayor La- 
Guardia. Accompanying the note 
were several packets of the “Thumbs 








Up’ pins now seen in most every ! 
constitutional corner of cheer. | 
Mayor LaGuardia termed .the pins 


the ‘spirit of our 
America 


an expression of 
Thumbs Up’ endeavor in 


| for those who are doing so much for 


whenever she goes to Wal-| 


| tuh-gosh 


| her 


mama for touches and when Peggy | 


learned of it there were immediate 
breaks in diplomatic relations. No. 3 
with whom Peggy just broke off, was 
a city fireman. 

‘He objected to my continuing my 
Career in the theatre,’ Peggy ex- 
Plained. ‘And I figured one like that 
in the family was enough.’ 

Deluged with propositions fo1 
angeling shows, little theatre move- 
ments and just angeling, Peggy has 
never bitten. As for the frequent 
calls for help from the kids who 
come from every Podunk and Punkin 


us in Great Britain.’ 

The weekly collection of chuckles 
arrived arrived covered with feath- 
ers when on Saturday (18) an Amer- 
Airliner brought in an honest- 
swan, billeted for Center- 
port, L. L., from Gracie Allen. Grace, 
it seems, read in the public prints 
that one Sadie Swan, mascot of the 
Centerport fire department, had lost 
mate And so Sir Swan was 
shipped pronto with the compli- 
ments of the star Everyone gath- 
around the airplaning bird 
think that it was but in- 


ican 


ered 
seemed te 
cidental 


j}and put to her in broken Espagnol | 





Griffin, who was at the port to greet 
her, while, aboard the same plane, 
Mrs. Jack Kirkland (Haila Stoddard 
of legit), who has become practically 
an Atlantic-Pacific commutor, came 
back to town for a few days. Ilona 
Massey and Alan Curtis (Mr. and 
Mrs.) were out and in, all in the 
same 24, making a round-trip to 
Harrisburg, Pa.; and Walter Wanger, 
in-ed from the Coast while rumors 
that he will clipper-slipper to Eu- 
rope bounced all over the lot. Ben 
Bernie and Dennis Day went the 
TWA way the other way while Jack 
Benny, on another westward flight, 


set up his tickets to afford a pause; 


at Chicago so he could 
folks in nearby Waukegan. 

United Air Liners carried their 
share of the week’s ‘heavy’ head- 
lines with Mary Pickford winging 
westward (18) to Cleveland, where 
she'll pause a bit before going on- 
ward to rejoin her husband on the 
Coast; Neil F. Agnew and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., Paramount execs, riding to 
the end of the westward line; and 
Frank Chapman and Gladys Swarth- 
out booked all the way to Frisco on 
a Sunday (19) flight. 

Also on the United Air rollcall 
were Clare Boothe Luce, concluding 
a mileage run from the Phillippines 
and other Far Eastern depots; Ted 
Husing, in from Cleveland, and Bart 
McHugh, of Music Corp. of America, 
who was off to L.A. 


hello his 
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STANLEY, PITT 








Rita DeVere’s a show control dancer, 


and the Hoffman trio (all gals) score |: 


with some brisk tumbling. There’s 
an unbilled tap dancer who’s on 
briefly for a slight routine on a 
miniature staircase, and Al De Vito 
clocks a flock of laughs when he’s 
introduced as the No. 1 tympanist 
of the day and winds up batting 
Slices of bread into the audience 
with his drum sticks. 

Meroff is carrying a 10-piece band 
with ‘Funzafire,” but he’s not spe- 
cializing on music as of yore. Orch 
is just an average outfit and doesn’t 
try to stand out on its own. Re- 
maining turns are all stooges, some 
fair, some indifferent, with Meroff 
also carrying an assorted lot of ill- 
sized individuals who shill in motley 
costumes outside the theatre. 

Biz just fair at getaway. Cohen. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Little Jack Little Orch (12) 
Kathleen Quinn; Lou Holtz, 
Costello, Martinez & Daleta, 
Lynne, Lily Lamont; 
Newsreels. 











with 
Diosa 
Bert 
Shorts and 





With Lou Holtz, Little Jack Little's 
band and Diosa Costello sharing top 
honors, Flatbush comes up with an 


extremely enjoyable’ show. Bill 
carries nice balance of comedy, | 
dancing, novelty and band music. 


Gagging session of Little, Hoitz and 
Miss Costello, with , 
ing prolonged answers in Spanish 
to questions dreamed up by Little 
by Holtz, 


is a howl. It puts 


over solidly. 


Little’s 12-piece combination is the | 
, Same band he’s had in 


the middle- 
west for some _ time. Orchestra 
stresses velvety rhythms, a great re- 
lief from the usual, blasting bands. 
Diminutive British musician, who is 
a nimble-digited pianist and deep 
crooner, evidences the same sparkle 
which has made him a vaudeville 


; and, previously, a network radio bet 


|} some years ago. 


and hardly worth mention- | 


His array of band 
imitations is nifty, albeit a bit broad 
burlesque. Little is happiest when 
he is romping on the keyboard but 
his vocaling also clicks nicely. 

Holtz, on early for a brief, 
ard (with him) story-telling se 
is, as always, in fine fettle as 
Seemingly. he wi: never fu 


$S8i0n, 


m.c. 


ithan at this session. 


| ing, to note that Gracie’s current air 
sponsor is a new soap that has a 
certail lovely white bird as _ its 
trademark. 
Monday (20) saw Dick Powell 
cloud-chase in from the Coast} 
| aboard Transcontinental & Western 


Corners in the nation with practic- | 


ally hothing but their nerve and an 
ambition to act, Peggy sometimes 
comes across and sometimes doesn’t. 
Actor's Cue, mimeographed tipshect 
Which circulates in Walgreen’s, the 
other day carried this: 

‘Bulletin from Peggy: 

‘Please tell your readers not to 


come to me for any more 
touches. I’m tired of that stuff.’ 
Truth is, the femme complains. 


‘hat all her money annoys her. It 
makes her fearful that all those 


beople who eluster around her aren’t| Dunne in from the Coast to do some | 


‘tracted’ by her alone but by | th¢ 


lal featured, 


Air’s stratoliner to ready for his first 
legit musical. Met by Michael Todd, 


ho will produce the show, ‘And So|. ? 4 7 
+ sing ie |ing ‘Love Me a Little Bit. 


and Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Powell attracted al- 
most as large an airport audience as 
did Sonja Henie a few hours before 


to Bedlam,’ 


when TWA carried the skating 
smoothie to Indianapolis where the 
icigal has a show in rehearsal. The 
day’s dusk was also split by a 
|'Trans-Canada Airlines ship toting 
|Ruth Chatterton off to Toronto 


where she'll appear in war benefits. 
The week's TWA Sky Chief and 


sTWAtoliner manifests noted Buddy | 
Rogers, back to Los Angeles; Irene | 


show-shopping with hubby, Dr 


| 





| 
| 


Miss Costello doing about the 
same stuff she did in ‘Crazy With 
the Heat,” legit revue And click- 
ever, with the La Conga 
nale stilla wow 
Maftinez and 
acrobats and bz 
dancers. Sel] 
Quinn, chirper 
is appealing in 


eroo ¢ 
Daleta (New Acts) 
lancers, intro as 
solidly. Kathleen 
with Little’s band, 
two songs, best be- 
She’s a 
comely -blonde, fetchingly ‘“arbed. 
but fails to enunciate clearly. 

Bert Lynne ‘(New Acts) scores 
heavily with his deft manipulation 
of an electric guitar. Lily Lamont 
opens show with a whirling tap of- 
fering. Fetching femme, apparently 
a newcomer, is handicapped by poor 
taste in wardrobe. 


Biz near capacity at first show 
} A 





Friday (17). Wear. 
Ted Loesser and Harold Spine 

wrote ‘I’m Wacky for Khaki,’ ‘The 

Jitterbug’s Lullaby,’ ‘In the Army’ 


and ‘Ophelia’ for ‘Tru: the 


} Army’ at Paramount. 


last-named giv- | 


the | 
dynamic Puerto Rican singer-dancer | 


stand- ; 


nner | 


Detroit—Arkansas 

A below-par Arkansas squad can- 
not cope with this excellent Detroit 
team. 

Manhatian—Villanéva 

The Manhattan Jaspers are moving 
| against a stone wall. 
picnic, 





Marquette—Duquesne 


ing the shade because of its home 
grounds. 


Temple—Bucknell 
A soft touch for the Temple Owls. 
Alabama—Georgia 
Georgia is above average, and 
Sinkwich is a great runner. But 


Alabama is better balanced and 
should outscore the Georgians. 
Boston College—Geurgetown 
Two mediocre teams, with Boston 


Villanova has a | 


A close afiair, with Marquette hav- | 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN,N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


College Games 


" 
| 


Purdue—lIowa 
| Underdog Iowa to dump the 
Boilermakers. 


Texas A. & M.—Baylor 
Texas Aggies will take to the air 
|} and win. 
Texas—Rice 
Texas keeps its recerd unblem- 
| ished. 
Tulane—Mississippi 
Tulane has too much for the Ole 
Miss. 
U.C.L.A.— Oregon 
Oregon steps high, wide and hand- 
some. 
Vanderbilt—Princeton 
Two ivy-colored clubs, with Vandy, 
having its best team in a decade, to 
trap the Tigers. 
Washington State—Oregon State 
Clear sailing for Oregon State. 




















College having the better offense and Washington—Stanford 
the edge. Stanford. 
Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
College Games 
SATURDAY (OCT. 25) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
ee, eS | eines cree Moe 
ORombattam-ViIAMOVR oon ce coe tO RMOTE. ccesdchccvavevce 4-1 
*Marquette-Duquesne .............. BEAPGBOUES oo cscaves cence 6-5 
*Temple-Bucknell ............. re A en ee ‘ 5-1 
Br ae aes ND 7 on oo oop neareeks 8-5 
Boston College-Georgetown ........ Boston College ........... 3-1 
CemeNRw. By Gs ccccece ds esses a We Ee 44s ace od seco Pee Even 
CSTE 5 os ccc cscs e sent sicns CORE 5 axesds Soh ous aes 8-5 
I AED, Mle.) one sen ess ees's $404 fo en ereee » 8-i 
Georgia Tech-Auburn ..............-AUDUIM ........ ee cere eee 5-9 
BMely Cree@eN. FW. Us cccccccsescsces Holy Cross .. 3-1 
EMER VOMO-POWR 2c cvccc soccer cssdes POW . ..acvcwed ters ¢a¥a RES 3-1 
Re Ce oc cedcrveseeres a oe a Pre 3-1 
Michigan-Minnesota - sg pe... sadness inched 2-1 
Missouri-Nebraska ............-+++. Nebraska a aaeacnee 1-2 
Notre Dame-lIllinois ............... Notre Dame ........ 3-1 
Ohio State-Northwestern ...........] Jorthwestern 2-1 
Oklahoma-Santa Clara .............Santa Clara ............¢. 3-1 
Pittsburgh-Duke S  eereeer re . 5-1 
EE nine cae) cetews oe be cer ..lowa 1 2eoh ek +e male ee 
Texas A. & M.-Baylor ......... eS aa Rote ere 
PS as vis ta vet wh odie es ero esich POE Even cearet «6040 oem 5-1 
Tulane-Mississippi ......... oe. waedaes's oo ann 
We Bs Ea DOOD 2 cc vccdicsne .. Oregon .. . 3-1 
Vanderbilt-Princeton .......... ...Vanderbilt ..... 12-5 
Washington State-Oregon State ....Oregon State ........... 3-1 

Washington-Stanford a = eer Even 
Wisconsin-Indiana ‘ .. Wisconsin 8-5 
Yale-Dartmouth ......... ....Dartmouth 12-5 

Columbia-Army ......cccescececsees Columbia ........... 8-5 

a 

* Friday night (24) Games. 

| Record: Won, 71; Lost, 24; Ties, 2; Percent., .747. 

| 

| Pro Games 

Sunday (Oct. 26) 
Giants-Dodgers .. Giants ; , eS 
Bears-Steelers ...... oe Oe Seow sot dat iol niece 
Cards-Eagles ....... ... Cards eee Poa ee » 8-5 
Packers-Lions ..-Packers . ctnnes ee 
Rams-Redskins ........... .Redskixs : tees +7 
Record: Won, 15; Lost, 3; Ties, 0; Percent., .833. 











California—U.S.C. 
A tossup 
breaks, 
Cornell—Colgate 
The Big Red of Cornell is about 
ready to march. 
Fordham—T.C.U. 
With no 
landslide. 
Georgia Tech—Auburn 


letdown, the Rams by a 


A couple of weak sisters, but Au- 


burn turns the trick. 
Holy Cross—N.Y.U 
The Violets take another beating 


Lafayette—Brown 
Lafayette is a pushover. 
L.S.U.—Florida 

Louisiana has finally come into its 
| own. 
Michigan—Minnesota 
| Minnesota has been pointing for 
this one. 

Missouri—Nebraska 

Another underdog rises; Nebraska 
to win. 
| Notre Dame—Illinois 
The Irish stay unbeaten. 

Ohio State—Northwestern 

Northwestern bounces back to lick 

the Buckeyes. 
Oklahoma—Santa Clara 

The Broncos of Santa Clara to win 
|} under wraps. 
Pittsburgh—Duke 

Another sheilacking for the Pitts- 
burgh Panther. 








with U.S.C. getting the | 


Wisconsin—Indiana 
A dry day should permit Wiscon- 
sin to pass its way to a triumph. 
i Yale—Dartmouth 
The Dartmouth Indians to out-run 
and cutscore the Bulldogs, 
Columbia—Army 


The Columbia Lions should re- 
turn to the victory column. 
Pro Games 
Dodgers—Giants 

The Giants to hit their peak and 


roll to an impressive win 
Cardinals—Eagles 
The Eagles are flying high, but the 
Cards will shoot them down. 
Steelers—Bears 
Just a matter of how many points 
for the Bears. 


Mex Musicians Unite 


Mexico City, Oct. 21. 

Organization into one big union of 
all grouped professional musicians in 
Mexico has been started by the local 
;union at the initiative of its presi- 
| dent, Genaro Nunez. 
Union considers that complete or- 
| ganization of all the pro-tunesters 
| would enable them to make > "~i*e’ 
stend on their rights. 








rs el a a a TD 








Speen een mm ee agree ner 


Fd mel, ila aie wn ie 














a 


Wednesday, October 22, 194] 


SOLIDLY-ALWAYS| 


BILL 


ROBINSON 


HE JIMMIE 
~~ LUNCEFORD 
* nn, EE 4, UNIT 
 - [et ete BOOKED 

: me AS FOLLOWS 
| Week of Oct. 17 


B PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Week of Oct. 31 


RKO, BOSTON 
Nov. 7-8-9-10 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Week of Nov. 12 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Week of Nov. 20 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Nov. 27-28-29-30 


MET., PROVIDENCE 


Dec. 1-2-3 


MN PLYMOUTH, WORCESTER 














. oe 1 Week of Dec. 5 
— gs PARAMOUNT, NEW HAVEN 
| Week of Dec. 12 


YOUNGSTOWN-AKRON 


Week of Dec. 26 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


at 


Personal Direction HAROLD F. OXLEY, 17 East 49th St., New York 
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